
MASS SCHEDULE (CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE). 

Saturday Vigil: ………………………………………………….. 4:00p.m.  
Sunday:……………………………………………….8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
Weekdays, Monday–Wednesday, Friday:….7:30 a.m. in the Chapel 
Holy Days:……………………………………(Vigil) 7:00 p.m., 7:30 a.m. 

 

SACRAMENTS 

 

Infant Baptism: During weekend Masses. Parents must be practicing 
Catholics  and  attend  a  Pre-Baptismal  Class. Call  the  rectory  office  to  
register. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): call the rectory office. 
 

Reconciliation (Confessions): Saturdays 3:30 p.m. or upon request.   
 

Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage must make an appointment  
to meet personally with the Pastor before a definite wedding date may be 
scheduled. Church arrangements should be made at least 6 months prior 
to the wedding.  No wedding date will be scheduled over the phone.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who is seriously ill is invited to contact  
the rectory to request the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick and Holy 
Communion. 

_______________________________ 

 

Parish Devotions (Cancelled until further notice). 
Holy Hour with Eucharistic Adoration : Tuesdays: 1:00–2:00 p.m. 
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Wednesdays after 7:30 a.m. 
Mass. Recitation of Rosary: daily after 7:30 a.m. Mass. 
 

Letters of Recommendation: Registered parishioners in good standing 
for a minimum of 3 months and active, who are confirmed, and if married, 
did so in accordance with the Church’s regulations, will be issued letters on 
request.  One week prior notice is required. 

New Parishioners: We welcome you warmly. Please register at the  
rectory office as soon as you arrive 

Parish Motto: 
Let us do little things with great love. 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC CHURCH 

22 PROSPECT ST., ANGOLA, NY 14006 

PARISH STAFF 

Pastor:…………………………Rev. Timothy Koester  

Pastoral Care:………..Sr. Ann Marie Hudzina, FSSJ 

………………………………………………..262-4782 

Parish Trustees:………………….Elizabeth Duzen &  

……………………………………...Conrad F. Piskorz 

Business Manager: ………………Mary Lou McEvoy 

Dir. of Faith Formation: Theresa Walker…549-1818  

RCIA for Children:  Marie O’Connor………549-1818                                   

Youth Ministry: .Carolyn Grassmick……... 445-4779 

Music Ministry:  Barb Reuman…………… 549-0420 

Parish Secretary: ………………………Pat Maiorana 

Sacristan:………………………………..Diann Hosler 

Parish Council Chairperson: ………..John Latimore 

 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

9:00 a.m.– 1:00 p.m. 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION OFFICE HOURS 
 

Sunday: ……………………...8:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. &  

                                       6:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m. 

Wednesday:……………………..6:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m. 

(Other times - by appointment) 

Phone:………………………………………..549-1818 
 

 

OGN FOOD PANTRY  

17 PROSPECT ST. 
 

Tuesdays, 1:00–5:00 p.m.  

Phone: 716-549-0420    Fax: 716-549-0425    Email: rectory14006@gmail.com    Website: www.mpbangola.org  

COVID-19 SPECIAL ISSUE 



    (Public attendance at all Masses has been suspended 
indefinitely because of the  Corona Virus Pandemic).  
 
 

Saturday, March 28  
    Anna Perez - req. Family 
 

Sunday, March 29 - Fifth Sunday of Lent 
    Carl R. Gullo - req. John Zambanini 
 

Monday, March 30 
    Helen Brug - req. Eileen Siergiej 
 

Tuesday, March 31 
    Theresa Jerozal - req. Kaleida Health O’Shea Hospital 
                                                                                    Lab 

Wednesday, April 1 
    People of the Parish 
 

Friday, April 3 
    Louis Campagna - req. Wife & Family 
 

Saturday, April 4 
    John & Theresa Sack - req. Family 
 

Sunday, April 5 - PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION  
OF THE LORD 

     Salvatore Sack - req. John Zambanini 
  

 
     In  your  prayers, please  pray  for  the  deceased of 
the parish, especially for Janice Hoffman and Billy 
Hamm. 

 
 

 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2020 

 
 

  EZEKIEL  37:12-14 

            PSALM  130 
                    ROMANS  8:8-11 
                         JOHN  11:1-45 
  
 

 

READINGS FOR PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 5 
 

 

                 MATTHEW  21:1-11 
                         ISAIAH  50:4-7 
                               PSALM  22 
                                       PHILIPPIANS  2:6-11 
                                             MATTHEW  26:14--27:66 

A Message from the Pastor 
 

“No Atheists in Foxholes” 
 

 

     May 1990 -- I was a ”young” 34-year-old, not 
yet seven years ordained.  I had been given per-
mission to be commissioned a navy chaplain. Dr. 
Tre was a trustee in my parish and in a few casual 
conversations about his World War II experience 
we joked about there being “no atheists in fox-
holes.”  He personally found God on the battlefield, 
which inspired him in his faith and commitment to 
the Catholic Church for the rest of his life. 
 

     I was in Chaplain School in August when the 
U.S. established Operation Desert Shield as a   
response to the invasion of Kuwait.  After I arrived 
at my first assignment to a marine unit at Camp     
LeJuene, there was talk of possibly going over in 
February to replace the marine units on the 
ground.  Those conversations with Dr. Tre would 
come to mind often during these early months. 
 

     By December we were on the ground in Saudi 
Arabia  as part of “Desert Shield.” I had no clue of 
what we were doing as a country or even as a unit, 
but my job was first to my units and then to many 
others on the ground since August. I did a lot of 
traveling, celebrating the sacraments in many dif-
ferent places and situations.  At the same time, I 
was the chaplain for my battalion and all of the 
troops, so I needed to facilitate their religious 
needs and care for all. 
 

     I realized very early how important spiritual 
strength and well-being can make or break a     
person and a unit.  I also realized how important 
“faith” is when under pressure (stress).  Our       
Roman Catholic faith gave a natural strength. In 
essence I learned “No atheists in foxholes” but 
also that faith makes a situation so much easier. 
 

     People I met during that time are still very real 
and often inspirational even thirty years later. My 
new family then impressed me with their acts of 
faith and stories of faith in a “war zone.” I met 
many marines (men and women) during this time.  
Each had a unique story but a common goal: De-
fend our ideals as a nation, which translated more 
directly as “Take care of the marine next to you.” 
 

     I met Col. Wayne at this time. He had a faith in 
Jesus Christ that was phenomenal. He was a very 
learned man who had traveled extensively with his 
wife, but now was in charge of one of four Marine 
Corps units that would breech the line into Kuwait.  
 

(Continued on Page Three) 
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Church  Hours at MPB 
 

 

     The front door of the  church is unlocked for individ-
ual visitations Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday   
(9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.); Saturday (3:00 - 5:00 p.m.); and  
Sunday (8:00 a.m.-Noon). There are no public  services 
or group gatherings. 
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Palms To Be Available  
 

     Blessed palms will be available next weekend 
during the hours the church is open. Parishioners 
may come to the church to pick up palms Saturday, 
April 4 (3:00-5:00 p.m.) and Sunday, April 5 (8:00 
a.m.- Noon). 

 
 

Viewing Mass While at Home 

  

     During the suspension of public attendance,  there 
are opportunities to view the celebration of Masses  
on television or online.  
 

     Tune in the Heart of the  Nation Sunday TV Mass 
WNYO Channel 49 (My TV) at 8:30 a.m. or at 
www.HeartoftheNation.org anytime on Sundays.  
 

     EWTN Channel 10 (Spectrum) offers daily and 
Sunday Masses. In addition, many parishes in the 
Buffalo Diocese are live-streaming Masses. 
 

     Towel Party Cancelled 
 

     The Rosary & Altar Society’s Towel Party, sched-
uled for April 26, has been cancelled. 

      There is no report of stewardship for now. An    
accounting of income will be made in the future when 
parishioners are again allowed to assemble in the 
church. Also, special collections are suspended  
until further notice.  
 

*      *      *      *      *      * 
     Dire times produce difficult realities. One of the 
realities being faced now during the pandemic  is the 
lack of anticipated income. This is obviously a hard-
ship for those whose jobs have been suspended. It is 
also a problem for the parish whose income has   
virtually ceased because of the suspension of public    
attendance at Mass.  
 

     Just as homeowners, the parish is also obligated 
to pay for such necessary services as electric, fuel,   
water, phone as well as other basic expenses,      
including payroll. While measures are being taken to 
decrease expenses, there is still a need for weekly 
stewardship contributions by parishioners. 
 

     If you are able, please continue your weekly offer-
ings by mailing your envelopes to Most Precious 
Blood Church, 22 Prospect St., Angola, NY 14006. In 
the future, perhaps you may want to consider ACH, 
which provides for automatic donations to MPB from 
your bank account. 
 

     Thank you for your past, present and future      
support of MPB Parish. 

A Message from the Pastor 

(Continued from Page Two) 
 

     During the weeks we were on the ground in 
Saudi, one of my jobs was to offer Catholic services 
to  those four breeching units. Col. Wayne came to 
Mass each time I showed up and I always had a big 
crowd at his camp. It was not until Desert Storm be-
gan that I learned Col. Wayne was not Catholic but 
he believed that his troops needed to nurture their 
spiritual lives, so he attended every service offered.  
 

     Over the next eight years I deployed with Col. 
Wayne two more times and saw him  when we were 
stationed in Washington, D.C.  It has probably been 
twenty years since I have seen or talked with him. 
He called me last week and we reminisced, sharing 
some amazing memories, He updated me on his 
family and a new generation that isn’t so young any 
longer.  
 

     The reason he gave for calling was that he read 
that the Diocese of Buffalo was filing for Chapter 11.  
He knew that that’s where Fr. Tim came from.  In 
the midst of his being sequestered in Virginia and 
the challenges being imposed, he wanted to verify 
my address.  He wanted to send a contribution to 
Most Precious Blood for sharing me with him and 
his troops thirty years ago. 
 

     The first reading this week from Ezekiel reminds 
us of the promise God made  to open our graves 
and have us rise from them -- He will put His Spirit 
in us that we may live. We can always be optimistic, 
even in a pandemic; God will never leave us.  What 
is most important is that we don’t leave God, don’t 
lose faith, “stay the course” and always support   
others because there are “no atheists in foxholes.” 
Most people are ready right now. 
 

     Though we cannot assemble, we can still pray 
together in our common prayers. We can call a 
neighbor or friend to encourage and let them know 
we are thinking and praying for them.  Do it in the 
name of our community.  Let them know we are all 
praying for them.  Please take care of yourself and 
your family. But remember also that church bills 
keep coming due.  Please help in whatever way you 
can.  We are still in Lent and making a little sacrifice 
is important.  Offer up your having to stay in, don’t 
forget Catholic Charities (donations can be mailed), 
and always PRAY. 
 

     There are no atheists in foxholes, but for those 
with faith to begin with, all things are possible.  We 
have God (and one another) who will provide. 
Thank you for all you are and do! 
 

     Choicest Blessings, 

             Fr. Tim 



Pray For the Healing of the Sick 

 
 
 

Miya Wardlaw, Lynn Sellick, Sandy Clark,  
Linda A. Hogg, Kathy Duerr, Mary Angela Richir,  

Amy Jezioro Crawford,  Lily Schwietzer,  
Kathy Nolan,  Cassie Rizzuto,  

 

Deborah Schiedel Downs, Ryan O’Meara,  

Mason Joseph Reynolds, Patricia Jasinski,  
Jean Francis,  Ann Marie Collura, Josephine Prisco,   

Jonah Delang, Roseanne Viapiano, Fred Gugino,  
 

 Robert Catalino, Mark Schwarzmueller, Michele White,  

Cheryl Kendall, Eryn Ramirez, Sandra Stevens,  
Renee Perez-Quinn, Bonnie Hyman,  

Mark Faraci, Jenna Place, Eleanor Rathgeber,  
 

Jackie Francisco, Eugene Frometa, Richard Riley,  

Jane Granville, Jessie Keith, John Lombardo, Sr., 
 Diane Cook, Michael Rizzuto, Sr.,  Pauline Landes,   

 

 Florence Graf, Mary Ann Wargula,  
Anna Marie Kirsch, Dick Dillon, Pat Catalino. 

     Roll away the stone! Jesus commanded the 
mourners who were with Mary and Martha to       
remove the stone that blocked the entrance to the 
cave in which they had buried Lazarus. In spite of 
her belief in the identity and power of Jesus, Martha 
could not hide her doubt, anxiety and fear: “Lord, by 
now there will be a stench; he has been dead for 
four days.” 
 

     What amazement they felt when, in obedience 
and trust, they rolled away the stone and released 
Lazarus from the bonds that held him prisoner! How 
amazed they were that Lazarus came forth from the 
tomb as a sheep who knows the voice of his shep-
herd and hears him calling. This was no resurrec-
tion, but it was a resuscitation to a new-found free-
dom, to continue to live to proclaim the glory of God. 
It was an opportunity to live fully and freely,         
renewed in body and Spirit. 
 

     It will be seventeen years ago this coming July 
that I died. I wasn’t dead for very long and was     
revived quickly, but the experience was life-
changing. I had gone for what was supposed to be a 
base-line colonoscopy, and when I came out of the 
anesthesia two hours later, the doctor was standing 
over me. I can still hear his voice: “Honey, we just 
saved your life. You’re going into surgery in two 
weeks.” Totally without symptoms, I had a huge 
mass that was about to block my colon, and half of 
my large intestine had to be removed. 
 

     I remember telling my husband as I waited in the 
pre-op area, that this seemed so surreal. I felt abso-
lutely fine and in a few hours I would be in enor-
mous pain, but I had to do this for him, for our  chil-
dren and everyone who depended on me. I at-
tempted to tell the anesthesiologist about my sensi-
tivity to medications, especially anesthetics, but he 
told me to be quiet; he said he knew what he was 
doing. 
 

     Five hours after the surgery was completed, I 
began to regain consciousness. However, on the 
way to a room on the surgical floor, with my hus-
band beside me holding my hand, I suddenly flat-
lined. As I looked down over the medical profession-
als who were trying to revive me, I felt a great 
peace, and no pain. There was a bright light, like 
nothing I had ever seen, and I longed to go toward 
it, but wasn’t able. Just as suddenly, I was back on 
the gurney in the worst pain I had ever experienced. 
 

     For the next three days, my eyes were fixed on 
the crucifix across from my bed as the staff tended 
to my body. 
 
 

     It took me a year to process that experience, to 
accept where the Holy Spirit was leading me, but it 
completely changed the direction of my life and 
helped me realize what really mattered. I have often 
wondered how Lazarus came to terms with his      
experience, far more extreme than mine. The scrip-
tures don’t give us much detail on the new life in 
Christ experienced by the little family from Bethany, 
but I believe they were all there in the Upper Room. I 
believe that they experienced the joy of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus and came to understand what Jesus 
meant when he told Martha, “I am the resurrection 
and the life.” 
 

     What part of you has been buried by doubt,      
disbelief, by others telling you your gifts were not 
worth pursuing or revealing to the world? Roll away 
the stone! No part of who we are, as created by God, 
is a mistake. What part of each of us needs to 
awaken to new life? Roll away the stone! When the 
Holy Spirit lives and breathes within us, we are deliv-
ered from death into the abundance of life that Jesus 
came to give to us. 
 

      Easter will come, and no virus can stop it. Let us 
live with the passion for life that God has given to us 
in this moment, to live every day as fully as we are 
able, to uncover, or perhaps discover, our gifts and 
talents, and to love one another as God loves us, 
always giving thanks, worship and gratitude to our 
God, who is, was and always will be the God of Life. 
 
 

-- Theresa Walker, Director of Faith Formation  

Living in Faith Together 
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SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2020  |  5TH SUNDAY OF LENT

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL 
ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help during 
!"#$#%&'()*+!%!',#$-

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting our 
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they 
need your help more than ever. Please 
encourage and remind others to show 
their support and shop local during 
these hard times!

LITURGICAL LIFE
QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
!"#$%&'()*$+,$-"&*+'%-'.&/&0%')"1'.&+2-"1'%-'30*$2%4*&

First Reading
During the dark days of Israel’s exile in Babylon, the prophet Ezekiel foresaw God’s 
resurrection and restoration of his people. As the season of Lent comes to a close, 
what parts of your life are still in need of God’s restorative power?

Second Reading
Paul assured the believers in Rome that “the Spirit of God dwells in you” and that this 
!"#$%&'()(*%+(,,%)"(!$%-./%0).#%*1$%2$"23%41"*%5(6$!%-./%7.892$87$%(8%:"/,;!%+.)2!<

Gospel Reading
John tells us that after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, many “began to believe in 
him.” On what grounds do you believe in Jesus as our Lord and Savior?

Jesus told her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life; 
whoever believes in me, 
even if he dies, will live, 

and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” 

She said to him, “Yes, Lord. 
I have come to believe that 

you are the Christ, the 
Son of God, the one who is 

coming into the world.”

— Jn 11:25-27

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD
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FLOWER DERBY

6901 Erie Rd., Rte. 5
Derby, New York 14047

947-4525

10216 Southwestern Boulevard
Angola, New York 14006

549-9000
 We Accept
 All Scrap Metal

Michael G. cooper
Attorney at Law

 General Practice of Law
 Personal Injury,
 Real Estate,
 Wills & Estates
6101 South Park Ave., Hamburg, NY

716-648-5695

 4-D-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0405

Contact Mike McAleer 
to place an ad today! 

mmcaleer@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6307



549-6522
Pizza • Subs • Wings 

 Fingers • Tacos
View our Menu On-Line

www.patspizza.net

 LATIMORE - SCHIAVONE FUNERAL HOME, INC.
 8434 NORTH MAIN STREET • ANGOLA, NEW YORK 14006
 549-3311
 PERSONALIZED SERVICE BY THOSE WHO CARE
 Helping with Difficult Decisions in Difficult TimesJohn A.

Latimore

GOYA FOODS GREAT LAKES
www.goya.com

Camus Auto
QUALITY AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

6790 Eric Rd. (Rte. 5) • Derby, NY 14047

947-4566 
www.camusauto.com

Dave Camus, Owner
Butch Gillette, Jr., Shop Manager
Home of the #18 NASCAR Hood

WENTLAND
MONUMENT

 North Collins
 New York
 337-2632
 Gary Wentland

 Where Family 
 and Friends 
 Celebrate Life 
 and Heritage

Have peace of mind in knowing that your Pre-Planning today 
will relieve loved ones the stressful decisions of tomorrow.

Guaranteed Price Pre Need Contracts
Free Pre Need Arrangements Consultation • Personalized Cremation and Burial Options

Visit us online for additional information and to view local obituaries
www.addisonfuneralhome.com

262 Main Street • Angola, NY • 549-1100

Scott & Randy Addison

 CATALANO MOTORS CHEVROLET
 8327 Erie Rd • Angola, NY 14006-9713
 716.549.1300

Oldest Chevrolet Dealership in Erie county since 1948.
We won’t confuse you with complicated phrases so you can count on straight 

forward communication. We will provide you with a great and friendly experience. 
We sell for less, get our price before you buy elsewhere.  

www.CATALANOMOTORS.com

 4-D-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0405

 www.Lakeshore-fcu.com
For all your financial needs!

8766 Erie Road - Angola
(716) 549-4150

 asks that we
 Pray the
 Rosary
  (Daily)

Paul & Beth Weslow

Our Lady of Fatima

Militello's Service Center 
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL!

Up to 5 Qts of 
Semi-Synthetic Oil, 

Filter, Lube and Check All 
Fluids for only $29.99

Tire Rotation for 
only $3 additional 

“We Sell Tires For Less, 
A Lot Less”

Call For Appointment 716-947-9142
6766 Erie Road, Derby, NY

Warm, compassionate
care for men, women

and couples.
(716) 934-4515     Silver Creek, NY

St. Columban’s
on the Lake
Retirement Home


