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IN ORDINARY TI

So he went in and said to them,
“Why this commotion and
weeping? The child is not dead
but asleep.” - Mk 5:39

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

MASS OPEN TO PUBLIC:
SUNDAY MASSES: Sat. Vigil: 5:00 PM, Sunday: 7:30 AM & 9:30 AM
Tuesday & Thursday: 8:00 AM

EVERYDAY MASS IS BROADCAST ON YOUTUBE

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): Sat.: 3:30-4:00 PM




We are now in the
final days of our
2021 Appeal. Your
support of our
annual campaign
ensures that
Catholic Charities
can continue to
serve those who are
most in need and
most vulnerable in
Western New York-
brining HOPE for all
seasons. If you have
already contributed,
we offer our sincere
thanks. If you have
not yet given or
made a pledge, now
is the perfect time.
Donations can be
made securely
online at ccwny.org/

donate or by calling
(716)218-1400.

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY
COURT FOR THE WESTERN
DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

In re The Diocese of Buffalo N.Y.
Case No. 20-10322

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT, On
February 28, 2020, The Diocese of
Buffalo N.Y., (“Diocese”) filed for

protection under chapter 11 of title 11 of
the United States Code
(the “Bankruptcy Code”).

The Bankruptcy Court has established
August 14, 2021 at 11:59 p.m.
(prevailing Eastern time) as the deadline
to file proofs of claim against the

Diocese
(the “Bar Date”).

If you have a claim against the Diocese,
including, without limitation, a claim

related to sexual abuse committed by any

person connected with the Diocese, you
must file a claim on or before the Bar
Date.

Please visit https://case.stretto.com/
dioceseofbuffalo or call (855) 292-7696
for more information on how to file your

proof of claim.

I[F YOU DO NOT TIMELY FILE A
PROOF OF CLAIM, YOU MAY

FORFEIT YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE ON

ANY PLAN OF REORGANIZATION
AND TO SHARE IN ANY
DISTRIBUTIONS TO CREDITORS IN
CONNECTION WITH THE
DIOCESE’S CHAPTER 11 CASE.
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SPECIAL MISSION APPEAL EDITION
ROTA: Reaching Out 2 Africa Development Group, Inc.
174 Main Street #300, East Aurora, NY 14052
Rev. Ronald P. Sajdak, ROTA Director Joan Ersing, Executive Director

We bsite: ww w.re aching outZafric a.c om Email:

rea chin gout2a frica @gmail.c om

“Llke™ us at www.fa ce book.co m/reachin gout2a frica

“S0O, HOW DID ROTA BEGIN?"”

The Ministry coined, “ROTA,” or “Reaching Out 2 Afri-
ca” had its conception in the latter half of 1995 with the chance
meeting of a young refugee man from Sudan. He and his preg-
nant wife had to flee for their lives landing up in a refugee
camp in Kenya. It was in that refugee camp that their baby girl
was born. In 1995 he traveled to be resettled in Buffalo along
with his wife and baby daughter.

While a transitional Deacon, stationed at St. John the
Cvangelisl purish in South BulTalo, Deacon Ron Sajdak helped
organise g lhirty hour fasting program le assisl (eens in zeliing
more acguainted with the plight of people around the world and
raise funds for “World Vision™ Winistrics; o manistry that had
many missions dealing with refugees in varions parts of Afiica
The program comsisted of thlrn-' hours of fasting from selid
toods trom a Friday through Satur diy cvening. After school on
Fridaw the youth gathered together for program matarials, ser-
wice projects, cte, at the ¢rmreh. We were looking for creative
ways to make the world sitnatiens come alive for the voung-
stars.

Every Friday Deacon Ron made a communion call o a
nursing home where his aunt lived and shared Eucharist with
her and many others she would collect for the brief praver ser-
vice, At one of those Friday visits while waiting for the group
to assemble, Deacon Ron saw this tall slender African gentle-
man sitting against the far wall. He stood and spoke to the nurs-
ing home's manager. Deacon Ron heard his accent and won-
dered which country he was from. When the conversation fin-
ished Deacon Ron stepped forward and introduced himself to
the young man The young man, named Owar, was just hired
for “housekeeping” at the Mapplewood facility. Deacon Ron
spoke to him about the fasting project and rcquestf:d his help to
speak to the panah youth about his life and journey. He agreed.
He did a great job helping our
youth experience life in a remote
part of the world. Afterwards he,
his wife and daughter became
W creat friends of Deacon Ron and
B the Parish of St. John.

After Deacon Ron became
Fr. Ron in 1996, efforts began to
assist Owar and his family, as
well as other new refugee fami-
lies armiving in Buffalo to equip
their modest apartments on Buf-
I falo's West Side. Baby shower
parties, American Thanksgiving

Celebrations,
Christmas  gather-
ings and gift giving,
all provided many
the opportunity 1o
meet,  greet  and
. share with others.
Assisting African Refugee families locally helped to define
ROTA’s first goal: Humanitarian Assistance,

ROTA%s second goal was defined as Fr. Ron weleomed
many African priests and relipions o Boffalo, We'se assisted
African clergy with school fees, transportation costs ete. We
ansiatad the Sisters of 5t Bernadece in Tanzania, and Carmel-
ite Sisters and Fathers in Kensya. All these relationships helpad
us altatn cur oulreach e Alvivan clerey aod relizious lecally
and abroad ags well,

ROTAs thivd goal 1ook shape azain because of personal
relationships. The significant miracle meering of U'r, Ron and
his Alrican Guod-Son, Fidele Dhan, Tormer "Lost Boy™ ol Su-
dun and his pricst brother in Ugmnwda, e lale Fro Evarest’s best
fidcnd, Fr. Cmmanue! Kalabaazi, From these significant vela-
tionships came opportunities to make monumental building
projects that changed the lives of many.

The building of the medical clinie in Fidele’s village of
Koiyom, South Sudan was the largest
project undertaken. Many parish groups
became “Golden Shovel” award win-
ners due to their extraordinary contribu-
tions that make the building of the clinic
possible. Currently the clinic has 2 Phy-
sician Assistanis, 2 Nurses, 2 Midwives
o and support staff. 20,229 patient visits
= from April
2019 to February 2021, If this trend
continues we will be the busiest medi- B
cal ¢linic in the region. All 14 beds in g
the clinic are filled with patients suf-
fering from Malaria or waterborne
illnesses who are unahle to return
home. '

Your generosity to this wyear's
Mission Appeal will assist ROTA in §
continuing its outreach to the Medical
Clinic in South Sudan as well as the
expansion of the Medicine Depot in !
the Diocese of Masaka. Thank You for your support in the
past and may God shower blessings upon you and your parish
well into the future.......ooovovviiiiinnennne Fr. Ron Sajdak
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to our Children who will
be receiving their

First Holy Communion on
July 10 and 17.
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h ©

CONGCRATULATIONS
FIRST COMMUNICANTS

Jacqueline Artieri,

Todd Bentley, Michelle Bernard,
Paul Bernard, Jean Burke,
James Cinelli, Robert Cinelli,
Diane Condren, Pam Farina,
Grant Ferris, Daniel Fitzgerald,
Molly Fleischman, Josie Furioso,
Mary Gangi, Roger C. Goupil,
John Harper, Joseph Harrer,
John Homans, Jean Lichtenthal,
Barbara Kendrick,

Emma Kerrison,

Dr. Suzanne Mallow,

Anlisa Migliore,

Dennis Moran,

Deborah Nichols,

Lynda Niland,

Connie & Gene Oakes,

Lori Perlette, Jean Pettit,
Karen Puff, Cindy Pusateri,
Patricia Remick, Linda Santillo,
Deacon William Schryver,
Mary Schubauer,

Karen Smith, Anita Sullivan,
Lynn Thompson,

Robert “Brother” Valery.

Jacob Minnick
All deceased members and friends of St. John’s Parish
Community




PARISH MASSES
LIVE STREAMING °

8 AM Monday - Friday oONLINE
youtube.com/c/StJohnsLockport

8am Daily Masses on Tues. &
Thurs. are IN-PERSON & ONLINE

Saturday: S5pm IN-PERSON & ONLINE
Sun.; 7:30 AM IN-PERSON NOT ONLINE
Sun.: 9:30 AM IN-PERSON & ONLINE

217 DONATE

https:/stjohnslockport.churchgiving.com/

Support St. John’s with Automatic Online
Giving... the easier alternative to paper
envelopes!

Mass
INTENTIONS

Saturday June 26th
5:00 pm JoAnne DiGiuseppe
by Dominic DiGiuseppe

Sunday June 27th

7:30 am Sarah Bellomo
by Daughter, Angie
9:30 am Harold “Red” Orlando
by Claudio & Mary Beth Neglia
Monday June 28th
8:00 am Julie Kapuscinski
by Angie Wieser
Tuesday June 29th
8:00 am Living & Deceased members
of the Fermoile Family
by John Pease
Wednesday June 30th
8:00am Fr. Jerry Bartko

By Kate Wyshyvanuk, Elaine Browne,
Kerin Dumphrey

Thursday July 1st
8:00 am Billy McLean
by Cheryl & Bill Lewandowski

Friday July 2nd
8:00 am Ed Groff
by Wife, Lucia
Children, Margot & Brad

Saturday July 3rd

5:00 pm Angelo Cuozzo

by Joan McGuire
Sunday July 4th
7:30 am Clara Bucolo

by JoAnne Bucolo
9:30 am Karen Brick

by Sara Kenney

The Sanctuary Lamp is lit for
Rev. Gerald Bartko, O.S.F.S.
by St. John’s Staff
For details about this special intention, call the rectory. The
Sanctuary Lamp is the 7-day candle next to the Tabernacle
which signifies that the Real Presence of Christ is within it.



We want to share the Good News!

Since the beginning of the Upon this Rock initiative
in our Diocese, St. John's has received several
disbursements to fund parish projects and property
maintenance and repair.

Here at Saint John's, we have used our local share
to create a Maintenance Fund to make necessary
upgrades and repairs to our buildings and property,
including urgent repairs to the rectory front steps
and the remodel and repair of buildings on our
campus, including Outreach during its operation
pre-pandemic.

You can see the rectory entrance(s) and the “face-
lift” to our office, along with new signage and
furnishings for a "Parish Services Office” and video
studio. That re-worked Rectory space was so vital
during the pandemic and enabled us to bring Mass
right into our households while churches were on
lockdown and for the many months following.

MNotable projects that your Upon this Rock
Donations have funded include over $50,000 in
parking lot repairs, improvements and striping; a
complete rebuild of the front stairway structure of
the rectory building costing over $42,000; over
$75,000 in mechanical and structural repairs to
existing property in the Outreach and Pantry areas
including securing the former school building; and a
plethora of repairs for roofs, downspouts, plumbing,
drainage, sinkhole remediation and concrete work.

Dishursements from this initiative to the parish,
through July of 2020, are $274,000. Funds not yet
expended on completed or ongeoing projects will
form the base of a Maintenance Fund that will
continue to support our parish property
infrastructure.

RENEWAL

Why do we need renewal now?

Our church needs to respond to the changing signs of
the times and revitalize. Many factors have led us to
this point and require us to renew the way we look at
our parishes and how they minister to our people. The
Road to Renewal is about revitalizing our parishes so
that they can thrive in the future because of collabora-
tion and cooperation. The Road to Renewal looks to
bring the gifts of clergy and laity together to strengthen
our mission moving forward.

Where is Jesus in the Renewal?

The Road to Renewal means that we have to take a hard
look at ways in the which our Diocese and parishes
have not responded to the mission of Jesus. The Re-
newal must be about introducing people to Jesus Christ,
inviting them to become missionary disciples and jour-
neying with them on their pilgrimage towards heaven.
Our Renewal must be about saving souls! All of us can
be better at this and our Renewal will help in our ef-
forts.

How does the Renewal impact my parish?

Parishes are where ministry is lived. When our parishes
are strong and vibrant, our church is strong and vibrant.
The Renewal’s focus is to strengthen our parishes by
working together to develop collaboration among par-
ishes in a family. The Family of Parishes model allows
parishes to work more collaboratively and capitalize on
what each parish’s strengths are. When we work togeth-
er we are able to accomplish more of Jesus’ mission. A
Family of Parishes are parishes that are grouped togeth-
er with a shared pastoral plan (mission) that they work
together to accomplish. By working together resources
and staffing are focused on the pastoral plan for all of
the parishes within the family.

Will all parishes be affected by the Renewal?

Every parish has gifts and talents to offer. Each parish
will be participating in the Renewal and will be part of
a family of parishes. Since all of us are part of the Ro-
man Catholic Church, this is an opportunity to recog-
nize the larger church at work. When we work together,
we not only share in a common mission but we make
up the larger Body of Christ.



