
 

 

 



 

 

May 10, 2020 

Christ is Risen! 
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Akathist 

       A plenary indulgence is granted to the faithful who recite the Akathist hymn in a church or oratory as a 

family in a religious community or in a pious association. 

 

       The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Christ and the Church, “figured profoundly in the history of salvation 

and in a certain way unites and mirrors within herself the central truths of the faith. Hence when she is being 

preached and venerated, she summons the faithful to her Son and His sacrifice, and to love for the 

Father” (Vatican Council II, Dogmatic Constitution Lumen gentium, n.65) 

 

       The Church has always and everywhere experienced this wondrous power of the Mother of God, 

whereby faith is enlightened and strengthened, and devotion increases in fervor. The Church has expressed 

this prerogative of Our Lady in prayer formulas and rites of worship, according to the different languages, 

sensitivities and cultural riches of nations. 

 

       Among the numerous documents of Christian wisdom which are also works of art distinguished for their 

radiant beauty, an eminent place is enjoyed by that truly sublime hymn of the Byzantine liturgy known as the 

Akathist. Indeed, in this hymn heartfelt fervor and a vision of mystical contemplation are joined to a prodigious 

literary perfection. In virtue of her catholicity, “each individual part of the Church contributes through its 

special gifts to the good of the other parts and of the whole Church” (ibid. n.13) in regard to all the spiritual 

gifts of the divine generosity. As a result, the Akathist hymn has also become widespread among the faithful of 

the Latin rite, especially in recent years, and has been prayed both privately and publicly with no small 

advantage to religious devotion. 

 

       In order to strengthen in an appropriate way and spread this praiseworthy practice, which the Sovereign 

Pontiff John Paul II has encouraged by his own example by publicly praying this devotion on the solemnity of 

the Annunciation of the Lord during the 1988 Marian Year, so that the affection of the faithful for the Blessed 

Theotokos may grow, the bond of Catholic Communion may be strengthened among brothers and sisters, 

who, while belonging to different rites, still belong to one and the same Church, and the ability to perceive 

that spiritual comeliness which opens the way to God the Supreme Beauty, may be sharpened, the Apostolic 

Penitentiary has decided to grant to his hymn, the same plenary indulgence connected with the recitation of 

Mary’s Rosary, for the benefit of the faithful of any rite under the usual conditions, i.e. sacramental confession, 

Eucharistic communion and prayer for intentions of the Sovereign Pontiff, if the Akathist hymn is prayed in a 

church or oratory, as a family, or in a religious community or pious association; a partial indulgence is granted 

in other circumstances (cf. Enchiridion Indulgentiarum, concession n.48) 

 

His Holiness, Pope John Paul II...by his supreme Authority has approved the  

aforementioned resolution of the Apostolic Penitentiary and has ordered it to be published. 
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(For the most current news, please visit our website.) 

 

 

We received good news this past week. The Ohio 

bishops have agreed to allow weekday liturgies 

starting May 18. Bishop Milan, because of the size 

of our congregations, has extended this to include 

weekends. Beginning the 18

th

 we will return to our 

usual liturgy schedule. I will be sending a pastoral 

letter detailing the norms that will be in place (i.e. 

distancing, sanitizing, other matters) as determined 

by our Advisory Board. Noting that not everyone 

has computer access, this will be mailed to all 

registered households. Look for it by early next week. I feel this is very exciting 

news. In the same breath, Bishop Milan has dispensed the obligation to attend. 

He respects the decision of anyone who might not be ready to return. He also 

encourages anyone not feeling well to stay home.  

 

For those who missed the opportunity for confession prior to Easter or for 

someone who feels making use of this beautiful sacrament is the right thing to 

do as we get set to resume liturgies, I will be in the Bride’s Room to hear 

confessions on May 17 from 10:00 to 1:00. After this time the schedule will return 

to normal (one half hour prior to the start of liturgy in the confessional or by 

appointment).  

 

Praise God that we will at least have one “Easter Season” Sunday where we 

can belt out the Hymn of Victory! Christ is Risen! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Parish Picnic Cancelled 

Our picnic chairpersons Jack Pinchot and Lisa 

Greb, with regret, have decided to cancel 

this year’s picnic due to the uncertainty of the 

restrictions that will still be in place come July. 

(The Men’s Club however is hoping to hold 

some type of gathering in June or July 

celebrating our return to worship as a parish 

family. Stay tuned for details down the road.) 

 

Men’s Club Meeting Cancelled 

The Men’s Club phone conference meeting 

for May is cancelled. 

 

Pictures of our Graduates 

Father will accept pictures of high school and 

college graduates (they will be returned) for 

display in the vestibule the first week of June. 

Drop them off at the office when you come to 

the church. 

 

End of ECF Year/Awards 

The ECF year ended earlier than expected of 

course because of the Corona Virus 

restrictions. We were not able to enjoy the End 

of the Year awards ceremony. However, 

attendance awards in the form of gift 

certificates to Dairy Queen were still sent to 

Lauren Kattler, Georgia Kattler, Amy Tytko, 

Molly Percic and Nora Tinter. As graduating 8

th

 

graders, Lauren and Georgia also received a 

copy of “The Catechism of the Catholic 

Church” as did Michael Ebert. Three of our 

teachers have called it a career following 

many years in this ministry. We sincerely thank 

Robyn Kattler, Carla Kattler and Nancy 

Fredrick for their dedicated service. Parish 

“thanks” to all the teachers for providing this 

important faith component in the lives of our 

children!  

 

Your Weekly Offering 

May 3, 2020 

Sunday: 

e-giving: 

Candles: 

Holy Days: 

Flowers: 

Building Fund: 

Good Friday: 

Easter: 

Total: 

$4,215.00 

625.00 

139.00 

105.00 

25.00 

120.00 

20.00 

520.00 

$5,769.00 

Have you considered e-giving? 

We can set up direct debit for you. 

Just call the office at 440-526-0016 or  

e-mail us at stjoebyz@sbcglobal.net 

Please continue to make your weekly 

donations. Envelopes can be sent in the mail 

or dropped off at church---slide them under 

the office door. The church is open daily from 

noon-6:00. 

Lenten Almsgiving Banks 

The Lenten alms amounted to $642.27. The   

St. Joseph Outreach thanks everyone who      

contributed. 

 

Stewardship Update 

We are less than $900.00 away from our Diocesan 

Stewardship goal. Those who have not             

contributed should be expecting a reminder letter 

from the chancery.  

 

Pledged…$20,214.00 

Goal……...$21,100.00 

 

(Anything over the goal is returned to the  parish.) 

 

         Eparchy Under Protection of Mother of God 

On May 1, Bishop Milan joined with the Hierarchs from throughout the United 

States and Canada to place our Eparchy under the protection of the Mother of 

God. He encouraged parishes to pray various Marian services and devotions 

including the Akathist. Look for the beautiful hymnology of this uplifting service on 

your YouTube site. It’s a brief set of prayers that you are encouraged to watch/listen to everyday this 

month as part of your spiritual routine. (See the Apostolic Decree elsewhere in this bulletin.) Bishop 

Milan asks that our intentions be for those suffering in any way because of Covid-19 and for those 

working in the areas of healthcare. 
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ACTIVITY CENTER & HALL RESERVATIONS: 440-526-0016 

CONFESSIONS: One half hour before liturgies for fifteen minutes and by request 

MEN’S CLUB: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

A-OK CLUB: 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

COFFEE SOCIAL: Every Sunday after liturgy 

EASTERN CATHOLIC FORMATION (ECF) CLASSES: Sundays 9:00 a.m.–10:20 a.m. 

BULLETIN INFORMATION DEADLINE: Tuesday noon 

 

 

 

Always by My Side 

 

By Roberta Messner 

Chicken Soup for the Soul for Mothers 

 

 

       I was scheduled for major surgery at a large medical 

center hundreds of miles from home to remove a tumor inside 

my head. I knew the routine well, for I had found myself on the 

receiving end of the surgeon’s scalpel at least a dozen times 

in my forty years. But this surgery was different. My mother’s 

health was failing and this would be the first operation I’d 

undergone without her by my side. Mother and I shared a 

common genetic condition, neurofibromatosis, and while 

blessed with loving friends and other family, our bond was like no other. 

 

       As I rode the tram from the hotel to the hospital for my preoperative workup, I’d never felt 

so alone in my life. Oh, how l miss my dear, sweet, faith-filled mother, I thought. My mind 

traveled back to all the times she’d eased the terror an uncertainty of having an incurable 

illness. 

 

       But Mother had done more than just make the ordeal bearable. She packed lunches chock

-full of comfort foods for us to enjoy on the long train rides to the medical center. Her quick wit 

and outgoing personality assured that the hours, though difficult at best, would pass more 

quickly, and that we’d meet some new friends to boot. And how real God seemed when she 

prayed! 

 

       As I blinked back tears from loneliness and a blinding headache, an idea popped into my 

mind: Act like Mother and everything will be all right. Next thing I knew, I’d offered my seat to a 

man who grimaced as he clutched his side, and I’d all but forgotten my private pain in the 

process. When we departed the tram, I helped a lady who was burdened down with a bulky 

stack of x-rays. Her black hair was pulled into a tight ponytail, and a look of worry creased her 

face. It turned out we were both alone and having surgery the next morning, and as we 

headed toward the preadmission desk together, I asked God to help us both. 

 

       Suddenly Mother’s peaceful presence was absolutely palpable and I understood, perhaps 

for the first time, the very heart of motherhood. For isn’t that what mothers everywhere do all 

their lives—prepare their children for the difficult days when they can’t be with them in the 

physical realm, and point their paths toward God, who will always be there with the greatest 

comfort of all. 
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