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DECEMBER 27:   

  ST. STEPHEN  

     THE FIRST MARTYR 

 

       Stephen is first mentioned in the Acts of the 

Apostles as one of seven deacons appointed by the 

apostles to distribute food and charitable aid to poorer 

members of the community in the early church. 

According to Orthodox belief, he was the eldest and is 

therefore called “archdeacon.”   

 

       As another deacon, Nicholas of Antioch, is 

specifically stated to have been a convert to Judaism, 

it maybe assumed that Stephen was born Jewish, but 

nothing more is known about his previous life. The 

reason for the appointment of the deacons is stated to 

have been dissatisfaction among Hellenistic (that is, 

Greek-influenced and Greek-speaking) Jews that their 

widows were being slighted in preference to Hebraic ones in the daily distribution of food. Since the 

name “Stephanos” is Greek it as been assumed that he was one of the these Hellenistic Jews. 

Stephen is stated to have been full of faith and the Holy Spirit and to have performed miracles 

among the people. 

 

       It seems to have been among synagogues of Hellenistic Jews that he performed his teachings 

and “signs and wonders” since it is said that he aroused the opposition of the “Synagogue of the 

Freedmen”, and “of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and one of them that were of Cilicia 

and Asia.” (Acts 6:9)  Members of these synagogues had challenged Stephen’s teachings, but 

Stephen had bested them in debate. Furious at this humiliation, they suborned false testimony that 

Stephen had preached blasphemy against Moses and God.  They dragged him to appear before 

the Sanhedrin, the supreme legal court of Jewish elders, accusing him of preaching against the 

Temple and the Mosaic Law. (Acts 6:9-14) Stephen is said to have been unperturbed, his face 

looking like “that of an angel.” 

 

Monday is a Simple Holyday. The liturgy will be  

celebrated by Father Cyril Pinchak SJ at 7:00 p.m. 

 



 

 

December 26, 2021 

Christ is Born! 

Liturgy Schedule 
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As you read this, I am vacationing back in the Chicago 

area. I’ll be making numerous visits to see my Mom who 

recently was transferred to a new memory unit. She is doing 

well and always in good spirits! 

 

I want to personally thank everyone who remembered me 

at Christmas in heartfelt ways, be it with a card, gift or 

goodie.  

 

Thanks to all who had ministry roles on Christmas Eve and Christmas and fulfilled them well. 

Also for your generosity in giving, not only at Christmas but all year long. 

 

Last week I mentioned about Father Vasyl Kupar arriving from the Ukraine and being 

assigned to St. Joe’s as a Parochial Vicar. With this early bulletin deadline I haven’t met him 

yet because he had not yet arrived, but he probably has been with us for the Christmas 

liturgies and with Fr. Cyril this weekend. I hope to have some biographical information from 

him for the next Byzz Line. 

 

With the increased number of Covid cases I have decided not to bless homes for the 

second year in a row. This year was supposed to be folks living east of I-77. Hopefully I’ll 

resume with this route next January. Thanks for your understanding. 

 

As we celebrate the close of 2021, let’s hope and pray that the New Year will be filled with 

much peace, health and happiness! 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Father will be back from vacation on Thursday. We welcome Father Cyril Pinchak 

SJ as this weekend’s celebrant. In case of an emergency requiring a priest, 

contact Father and he’ll make arrangements (440-227-5037). 



 

 

ECF on Break Till January 9 

ECF classes resume January 9 at a new 

starting time of 9:30. (More important than 

ever to be on time.) 

 

Annual Stewardship Appeal 

The annual Diocesan Stewardship Campaign 

is underway. The overall goal is $220,000.00. 

Our assigned goal is $25,600.00. Everyone 

should’ve received a pledge form in the mail 

from the Diocese. Returns need to be made 

directly to the chancery. We will provide 

monthly updates as we receive them from the 

Stewardship Office. 

 

Next weekend is the 

final opportunity to sign 

the St. Joseph outdoor 

banner. You can find it 

below the Right to Life bulletin board next to 

the elevator. It will then be placed in the 

time capsule for posterity in remembrance 

of this “Year of St. Joseph.” 

 

Acme Receipt Collection Ends Soon 

The final day to turn in ACME receipts is 

January 9. This benefits the Ladies’ Auxiliary. 

The box is located beneath the mail slots. 

 

Congratulations New Officers 

The Ladies’ Auxiliary recently 

elected officers. 

 

  President…Darlene Hritz 

  Vice President…Carrie Hotaling 

  Treasurer…Jean Karaffa 

  Secretary…Anne Andrako 

 

Raffle Winners Listed Next Week 

Because of an early bulletin deadline, the 

winners of the GCU Holiday Cash Give Away 

Raffle will be listed in next week’s Byzz Line. 

 

 

 

Mirovanije $$ 

The mirovanije collection on Christmas will be 

used for rectory almsgiving. 

 

Sanctuary Lamp 

The sanctuary lamp will burn in January in 

memory of Michael and Margaret Pinchot. 

 

Many thanks to the decorators 

who helped make the church 

beautiful for the celebration of 

Christ’s Birth. Everything needs to 

come down after liturgy next 

Sunday! Volunteers are needed. 

 

Envelopes/Liturgical Calendars  

We thank Hopko Funeral Home for sponsoring 

our liturgical calendars. If there was not an 

envelope box for you, it may mean you are 

not listed as a parishioner. Please contact the 

office so we can correct this oversight. If you 

want to formally join the parish, sign the sheet 

on the table with the envelopes. 

 

Lector Schedules 

New lector schedules can be found in the 

mail slots and our website. Anyone wanting 

to participate in this ministry should contact 

Father for proper training 

. 

Your Weekly Offering 

 

Due to an early deadline, next week’s 

bulletin will contain offering information 

for December 19 and 26. 

Please Sign 

Our Banner 

�

No 4:00 Liturgy on New Years Day 

There will not be a 4:00 Vigil Liturgy  

on New Year’s Day. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The celebration of the New Year may be the 

oldest of all holidays. New Year’s festivals 

have been celebrated for more than 5,000 

years. 

 

The ancient Romans marked the New Year by 

giving each other branches from sacred 

trees. Later they gave gold-covered nuts or 

coins imprinted with pictures of the god Janus 

(after whom January is named). Janus had 

two faces—one looking forward and the 

other looking backward. 

 

During the Middle Ages, the church opposed 

New Year’s celebrations because of their pagan roots, particularly the use of the 

image of a baby to symbolize the New Year. That tradition began in Greece around 

600 B.C.  The annual rebirth of Dionysus (the god of wine and fertility) was celebrated 

by parading a baby in a basket. 

 

But the popularity of using a baby to symbolize the birth of a New Year proved 

strong. The Church eventually relented and allowed its members to celebrate the 

New Year with a baby, but as a symbol of the birth of the child Jesus. 

 

* * * * *  

In the Jewish tradition, the ritual circumcision and naming of a male child took place 

eight days after birth. Thus, it was natural that the Church, eight days after Christmas 

Eve, celebrated the feast of the “Circumcision of the Lord.”  By coincidence, the 

feast falls on New Year’s Day. 

 

 

Saturday is a Solemn Holyday,  

the Feast of Our Lord’s Circumcision.  

The liturgy will be at 10:00 a.m.  

There is no Vigil Liturgy at 4:00 on January 1. 

The Exclusive Caterer for 

St. Joseph’s New Orleans Party Center 

 

40 Years of Catering Excellence 

Chef-Driven Cuisine 

www.cateringbyverbas.com 

216-749-6232 

info@cateringbyverbas.com 
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ACTIVITY CENTER/PAVILION/PARTY CENTER RESERVATIONS:  

216-749-6232 

CONFESSIONS: 45 minutes before liturgies for half an hour and by request 

LADIES’ AUXILIARY: 2nd Sunday of the month after liturgy 

MEN’S CLUB: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

A-OK CLUB: 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

FOREVER YOUNG CLUB: 3rd Wednesday of the month (12-2) 

COFFEE SOCIAL: Every Sunday after liturgy 

EASTERN CATHOLIC FORMATION (ECF) CLASSES:  

Sundays 9:00 a.m.–10:20 a.m. 

BULLETIN INFORMATION DEADLINE: Tuesday noon 

 

 



 4-E-5-4  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-0598

“You Bend ‘Em, We’ll Mend ‘Em”

ANDY’S
AUTO BODY

UNIBODY SPECIALISTS
10135 Broadview Rd. • Broadview Hts.

838-4343

  

4682 State Rd  •  Cleveland  •  440-886-2558  •  unitycatholiccu.org

SAVING MEMBERS MONEY 
EVERYDAY, ASK HOW WE 

CAN HELP YOU
Finance your car with Unity and 

we will donate $50 to the 
church or school of your choice

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 

216-341-3413

Your trusted community painters! 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

216-459-8684 • TothPainting.com

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services 8949 Brecksville Rd. Brecksville, OH 44141

Tom Kundmueller
realtor®

Mobile: (216) 630-9689
tomkundmueller@howardhanna.com

SIMON’S
RESTAURANT & DELI
7770 Chippewa Rd. • Brecksville

“Quality Catering Specialist”

(440) 526-6880
www.simonsbrecksville.com

Celebrating Life Since 1927
356 W. Aurora Rd. • Sagamore Hills, OH

330-467-4500
ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

HOPKO FUNERAL
HOME

6020 Broadview Rd. • Parma, OH 44134
–– 216-661-0033 ––

Our Family Serving yOur Family FOr Over 100 yearS

5618 Broadview Rd • 216-398-1010
Parma / Seven Hills

“Funeral Directors Who Understand The 
Byzantine Tradition”

Independence
bank

A Full Service Bank
(216) 447-1444

4401 Rockside Road
Independence

Call: 216-531-1900
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

D E T A I L S  A T :

AmericanMutual.org

 Westfield
 Heating & Air, Inc

Jim Piskac, Owner
Heating • Air Conditioning • Boilers

440-526-6230
8411 Riverview Rd. • Brecksville
www.westfieldheatingandairconditioning.com

Since
1972

Michelle Mehaffey-Taylor
216-233-8316

michelle.mehaffey@remax.net

Your Local Real 
Estate Expert

mccunedental.com | 440-526-2123
8865 Brecksville Rd, Brecksville

Complimentary Consultations
Family, Cosmetic and 
Restorative Dentistry
We place and restore 

dental implants
Botoxs and Dermal Fillers

Fortuna
funeral home

7076 Brecksville Rd.
Independence
5316 Fleet Ave.
Cleveland 216-520-7335

www.fortunafuneralhome.com


