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The readings of Lent and Holy Week 
are meant to draw us into the final 
days of Jesus’ ministry as well as 
his passion, death, and resurrection. 
In February, Fr. Matt Jordan, Randy 
Malick and several parishioners, 
gained new perspective of these 
events as they toured the Holy Land 
for ten days through the eyes of the 
Apostles, the theme of the trip.

The itinerary included sites associated 
with Jesus’ family and early life: 
Basilica of the Annunciation, 
Nazareth and the newly uncovered 
childhood home of Jesus; Church of 
the Visitation and the Judean Hills, 
John the Baptist’s hometown, and 
Bethlehem. They also visited places 
associated with Jesus’ ministry such 
as Cana where he performed his first 
miracle, Mount of the Beatitudes, 
Capernaum, the Sea of Galilee, and 
Bethsaida, where five of the apostles 
grew up. 

Journey to Jerusalem
Their time in Jerusalem included the 
Pools of Bethesda, where Jesus 
healed a lame man. They also saw 
the Upper Room where the apostles 
celebrate the Last Supper, the 
Mount of Olives, Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher, and the Western Wall of the 
Temple (also called the Wailing Wall). 
The group also celebrated an outdoor 
Mass at the Mount of Beatitudes, 
where Jesus ate breakfast on the 
seashore after his Resurrection.

The most significant part of the trip 
for Fr. Matt was saying Mass in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus 
prayed before he was arrested. “I 

was just struck by its beauty and the 
wonder of it. I could feel the place 
where Christ prayed as we were 
preparing to pray in the place of his 
Passion and Resurrection. We were 
getting closer as a group, which also 
made that part of the trip special.”

Randy loved being by the Sea of 
Galilee, but also found being in the 
Garden of Gethsemane the most 
moving part of the trip. Referring to 
the guide there, he recalled, “Nobody 
told people before they entered the 

James and his son Sean help prepare 
dinner for St. Bernard’s Hot Meals Program.
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Fr. Matt Jordan 
says Mass in the 
side chapel of the 
Upper Room where 
the Last Supper 
was celebrated 
and where the 
Holy Spirit fell on 
the apostles at 
Pentecost.

dinner for St. Bernard’s Hot Meals Program.Group sees the Holy Land through the eyes of the Apostle
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church that the very stone in front of 
the altar was where Jesus suffered 
his agony. So, I was telling them 
individually, and people were moved 
to tears.” 

Fr. Matt added, “After Mass, I got to 
go into the church. I went to pray at 
the rock and was hoping to touch my 
rosary to it, but didn’t have it with me. 
But I reached in my pocket for my oil 
of the sick and placed the container on 
the rock and prayed for all those I had 
anointed and would anoint with it in 
the future.

“The people at the Garden made 
a special exception for me to go in 
because it was now closed. It’s cool 
because you can see Jerusalem as 
Jesus would have seen it from there in 
the Garden of Gethsemane,” he said.

Contemplation in Capernaum
“I also really liked the retreat we had at 
the Sea of Galilee in Capernaum. We 
did gospel contemplation where you 
imagine being part of the story with 
the calling of the disciples. I’ve led this 
retreat at St. Hilary in the lower level 
of the Spiritual Center and usually say, 
‘Close your eyes and imagine them.’ 
Instead, I said, ’Open your eyes and 
look at the sea’ as the gospel was 
read,” said Fr. Matt. 

In Jerusalem, the group walked 
the same road (Via Dolorosa) that 
Jesus took on his way to Calvary, 
carrying a cross just as He did. “Most 
surprising was the Via Dolorosa, or 
The Way of the Cross. It’s a crowded 
marketplace—that’s how it probably 
was in Jesus’ time. Just seeing the 
food vendors, Jesus must have been 
hungry,” said Fr. Matt. Randy added, 
“Some people prayed with us, others 
were indifferent. In the past, some have 
scoffed at us.” 

Said Fr. Matt, “Some of the vendors 
corrected the way we were holding 
the cross, so we weren’t knocking 
into their stands. It was still powerful 
because we prayed the same stations 
we pray here!

Sea of Galilee

Parishioners carrying the cross at one of the stations on the Via Dolorosa.

Fr. Matt and Candace 
Hanson riding a camel in 
Genesis Land after eating 
with Abraham in his tent.
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“The other thing that surprised me was 
how safe it was in Israel. I expected 
tanks. But we were never in danger.  
There were soldiers with guns, but 
it was no different than being in 
Washington, D.C. or the airport.” 

Birthday celebration 
The day before the group left for home 
was Fr. Matt’s 30th birthday. The group 
started out in Jerusalem and had 
Mass at Abu Gosh, the site associated 
with the Emmaus story. Then they 
went to Caesarea Maritima by the 
Mediterranean Sea. “It was a good 
day to end the trip. My birthday is in 
February, so I never got to spend it on 
the beach before!” 

In the evening the group went to a 
restaurant in Tel Aviv for Fr. Matt’s 
birthday dinner. “The group gave me 
a shofar!” A shofar is a ram’s horn 
that would have been blown to call 
people. He said he received many 
birthday cards, some bought in the 
United States before the trip. Others 
were bought in Israel, which opened 
the opposite way and were written in 
Hebrew and English! 

Fr. Matt said, “The trip as a whole was 
a great blessing. I am still praying with 
all of the beauty of this trip and the 
best birthday ever.”

Caesarea Maritima

Icon in dome of transfiguration at Mt. 
Tabor

Garden of Gethsemane

Icon in the dome of the Church of the Transfiguration

Mary Kay Cavanaugh and 
her sister Terri Heckman 
help Fr. Matt celebrate his 
30th birthday.

The group visited the port of Caesarea Maritima  
at the end of their trip.
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The outbreak of the coronavirus in 
the United States and the resulting 
steps taken by Ohio Governor Mike 
DeWine to limit its spread, has brought 
unprecedented changes to many 
aspects of daily life for parishioners, 
including the practice of faith, 
particularly, Mass attendance. The 
need for social distancing has moved 
attendance of Mass from St. Hilary 
Church to parishioners’ homes by way 
of the internet.

Pastor Fr. Steve Brunovsky, “During 
this time of Covid-19, after consulting 
with Governor DeWine, the bishops 
of the State of Ohio have suspended 
all public Masses through Easter 
Sunday, April 12. In response, we at 
St. Hilary will be live streaming daily 
Masses Monday through Saturday 
and also Sunday at 9 a.m. We will also 
live stream other devotions such as 
Stations of the Cross Fridays at 7 p.m. 
All of these may be watched any time 
of the day as well.”

With Holy Week approaching, plans 
are underway to live stream Holy 
Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 
Good Friday Service, and Easter 
Vigil. Parishioners can experience 
Mass virtually by visiting St. Hilary’s 
website at sthilarychurch.org/live and 
our Facebook page at facebook.org/
sthilaryparish.

While the congregation will be missing 
from these Masses, the essential 
elements will be present. Fr. Steve and 
Fr. Matt will concelebrate each Mass, 
provide all the responses normally 
given by the congregation, and do the 
readings as well. Instead of receiving 
Eucharist physically, viewers will say 
the Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
immediately afterward (see the box on 
the next page).

Following the virus outbreak, St. Hilary 
used live streaming for Sunday Mass, 
March 15, and received many positive 

comments on social media from 
parishioners who chose to stay home. 
Gretchen Kennedy wrote: “Thank you 
so much for this live stream of Mass. 
As I’m hunkered down with two special 
needs daughters, it was so uplifting 

to feel connected with our church 
community! Both girls were attentive 
for the entire Mass including Maria who 

has autism (pretty amazing).” Jennifer 
Dawn said, “Thank you Fr. Steve and 
Fr. Matt! Not being able to attend Mass 
during Lent is heartbreaking. This is a 
wonderful alternative.” And from Brian 
Harrell, “Thanks for doing this! May all 
be blessed this week and pray for our 
world.”

Peggy Garrison commented, “Fr. Steve 
and Fr. Matt, you two are amazing! 
Thank you for reaching out to us with 
this message, the streaming of Mass 
and prayer. Through your leadership, 
we will get through this. ‘I am the good 
shepherd; I know my sheep and my 
sheep know me. John 10:14 (NIV)’”

vi in

Practicing your faith at HOME

‘It was so uplifting to 
feel connected with our 
church community!’

Gretchen Kennedy
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My Jesus,  
I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if  

You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

For many parishioners, it’s not just Mass 
that they miss, but the sharing of faith 
with others through bible studies, small 
faith groups, and other devotions. In 
spite of sacrificing communal aspects 
of faith, there are many ways to foster 
spiritual development during this 
difficult time. One is by making use of 
FORMED.org, which is found on the 
parish website under the Resources 
& Media tab. It offers Daily Lenten 
Devotion in video format. It also features 
bible studies, movies, books, and 
children’s programs. 

Traditional devotions such as the 
Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet can 
be recited by individuals and families. 
For those who’d like to know more, 
the Marian Fathers host two websites, 
marian.org for all things related to Our 
Blessed Mother and thedivinemercy.org 

for praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet. 

For those who prefer daily Mass 
readings, Fr. Steve recommends 
ibrievary.org, which can be downloaded 
as an app from your phone. The 
readings can also be found on 
FORMED.org and the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
website at usccb.org/bible/readings.  

Fr. Steve concludes, “As we have been 
living this new reality and adjusting 
on a daily basis, I think about the 
generations of faithful Catholics who 
managed to continue to keep the 
faith alive during war, revolutions, and 
persecutions; sometimes for many 
years. We join with them now and pray 
for a resurgence of Catholic Life after 
this present crisis is resolved!”

Fr. Steve and Fr. Matt reminding us to 
“be kind to one another” and to “pray, 
pray, pray” during their live streamed 
Mass on March 20.

Maria, Gretchen, and Bianca Kennedy Dale and Peggy Garrison Brian, Cassandra, Emma and 
Christopher Harrell
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It is mid-evening on a Sunday in 
February, four weeks before the 
Laetare Sunday Concert, prior to its 
cancellation, and the members of the 
Sacred Dance Ministry are assembled 
in the sanctuary of St. Hilary Church 
working out their choreography to the 
song Jerusalem, My Destiny. They 
begin the dance from the back of 
church, each processing up an aisle 
in time with the music, holding an 
imaginary candle. After several bars 
of the song, the dancers converge 
at the altar. It looks easy enough, 
but the timing is tricky since they 
are each coming from a somewhat 
different direction. Among the dancers, 
discussion ensues as to how it will 
actually come together.

The six members represent different 
age groups, but all have experience 
with dance. Cindy Virostko was a 
professional ballet dancer; Julie Randall 
was a ballroom dance instructor, and 
Julie Parisi and Cara Poblete, who 
choreographed this dance are high 
school students. Lori Pagani is a 
life-long dancer whose background 
also features tap, jazz, acrobatics, 
and gymnastics besides being yoga 

instructor. Lastly, the group includes 
Bianca Kennedy who has performed 
with Dancing Wheels for 10 years and 
participated in the Advent concert from 
her wheelchair. For each, dance is a 
unique expression of faith.

Julie Randall specializes in waltz, 
foxtrot, rumba, and Latin dances. “I first 
became interested in dance ministry 
at our parish in Florida in the 1980s,” 
said Julie. She and husband John, her 
longtime ballroom partner, joined the 
parish in 2003.  

“Our second pastor, Fr. Thomas 
Koegel, encouraged Joyce 
Cunningham, who had extensive 
ballet experience, to initiate the dance 
ministry in the late 1980s. Mary Kay 
Finn, Pauline Howe, Christina Mundy 
Foisie, Diana Johnson, Lauri Umana 
Kipp, and Choreographer Thelma 

Kleinman each trained in ballet, and a 
number of others added their dance 
expertise to enhance the prayerful at 
concerts during Advent and Lent for a 
number of years. I was attracted to the 
group because it was a vibrant ministry 
and fed my prayer life,” said Julie.

“Dance is a big part of my prayer 
life because you give praise through 
movement and because Jesus is ‘the 
Lord of the Dance,’” Julie continued. 
She also sees dance as telling the story 
of the song they are given. During the 
Gaudete Sunday Concert in Advent 
a few months ago, the group danced 
to the Contemporary Christian song, 
Restless. The message of the song, 
she said, was reminiscent of that 
saying attributed to St. Augustine, “Our 
hearts are restless, till they rest in thee.”

For Cindy Virostko, who danced 
professionally with North Coast Ballet 
Theater in Cleveland when she was 
younger, dance, too, is an expression 
of faith. It is “a form of prayer and 
praise to God,” she said.

The high schoolers joined the dance 
ministry last year. Gina Poblete pulled 

Dancers express faith through movement

Lori Pagani, Cara Poblete and Julie Parisi 
practice for Laetare Sunday Concert.

‘My parents always 
told us our talents are 

gifts from God and that 
we’re supposed to share 

them with others.’
   Cara Poblete
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her daughter Cara into the group. 
Cara recalled, “At first my mom told 
me, ‘You only have to go to one 
rehearsal, and if you don’t like it, you 
don’t have to stay.’ But after the first 
rehearsal and meeting everyone, I 
wanted to continue. And here I am 
choreographing the second dance!  

“I’m excited to see the turn out of this 
choreography especially now that I’m 
working with my mom. My parents 
have always told us our talents are gifts 
from God and that we’re supposed 
to share them with others,” said Cara 
during rehearsal. “It’s no use if you 
only dance in the studio and no one 
sees it. This is my way of expressing 
my faith in the best way possible. This 
has also taught me a lot of patience 
and creativity working with different 
generations,” she added.

A senior at Walsh Jesuit High School, 
Cara shares the choreography duties 
with Julie Parisi, Archbishop Hoban 
sophomore and St. Hilary School 
alum. Like Cara, Julie has taken 
lessons for several years, especially 
ballet, and together they applied those 

movements to the choreography for 
the Laetare Sunday Concert.

Julie Parisi is a member of a Christian 
dance company whose mission is to 
spread the gospel through dance. “As 
a young child, this is how I found my 
faith. And I’m using my favorite activity 
as a form of worship.” For her, the 
intergenerational aspect of this ministry 
is as appealing as the opportunity to 
share her talent—a unique expression 
of faith—at her own parish. 

Are you inspired in praising God 
through dance? The group is open 
to new members. While a dance 
background is helpful, it’s not a 
requirement. “Interest in dance and 
movement in a prayerful setting is all 
that’s needed,” said Julie Randall. 

If you are interested, 
contact Julie Randall at
 julierand@icloud.com.

Clockwise from top: Julie Randall, Julie Parisi, Lori Pagani, Cindy Virostko, Bianca Kennedy, Cara Poblete and her mother Gina.

Cara Poblete
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There’s no better time than now to reconnect with 
your faith and stay in the know here at St. Hilary 
Parish!

We are happy to provide you with many ways to 
stay engaged, even when you’re not physically 
here at the church.

Visit our website at sthilarychurch.org or our 
Facebook page for the latest and greatest events 
and news; and don’t forget about FORMED - an 
online resource full of content ready for you to 
watch, read, and listen to for all ages!

For all ways to stay in touch, visit sthilarychurch.org/stay-in-touch.


