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My Dear Parishioners, 

Every year during this time we like to report to our parish community a brief snapshot of the Parish’s activity from this past 
year, beginning with July and ending in June. For most of us this year can be characterized by Pre Covid, and Present 
Covid! In fact, it is hard to even recall life prior to the pandemic, so full is my mind of the events since mid-March!

Needless to say, last Fall we as a parish were full steam ahead! We had a full slate of activities and were proceeding with 
great enthusiasm with 537 children in our day school, over 200 children in our PSR program, 9 adults in our RCIA process, 
and our over 114 ministries in full engagement in the areas of spiritual formation, social outreach, worship, and community. 
We were being inspired by the life of Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, with our theme “The Courage to be a Saint.” New small 
faith sharing groups from our Be My Witness program were formed and meeting. Our eighth grade students were working 
on their service hours and formation for the reception of Confirmation in March, and our second graders were busy with 
preparation for First Reconciliation in January, and looking forward to First Communion in May.

Then Covid-19 happened, and we as a parish community had to make major adjustments, and quick! Kudos to Father Matt 
Jordan who immediately pulled out his iPhone 10 and began recording daily Mass at 9 a.m., Monday through Sunday, so as 
to keep our community of faith connected at least electronically. I got on board with a new iPhone 7, and began recording 
periodic Fireside Chats on various subjects. Father Matt added various Litanies. Randy Malick produced several bible study 
series. Youth Minister Rachel Maykut connected to teens via online Life Teen programs. DRE Jeannie Hohlefelder and 
volunteers began producing content for our Children’s Liturgy of the Word and PSR. Music Director Dave Dettloff produced 
a virtual Lenten Concert. At the school, Principal Jennifer Woodman and her staff did not miss a beat in connecting students 
and teachers via technology to keep the school year going and children learning! Many ministries began learning the new life 
line of our existence—Zoom Meetings!!!

Soon we all settled into the stay-at-home order and began trying to plan, then replan, then plan again for things like First 
Communion, Confirmation, graduation, funerals, and weddings. Quite frankly, it was exhausting! Thanks to all of you for 
sticking with us on this steep learning curve and for your words of encouragement and continued financial support! 
 
Speaking of finances, we include in this report a snapshot of our fiscal health. As we moved into March, our parish offertory 
was projected to be nearly $60,000 ahead of the past year. Needless to say, with the stay-at-home order, our offertory 
took a big hit, and we ended the year $8,154 behind the previous year. Our parish surplus also eroded, and we ended the 
year just over $4,000 in the red. We encourage parishioners to continue their financial support even if not attending Mass in 
person. An easy way to do this is through the Faith Direct option. See the parish website or current stewardship materials for 
that info, and thanks again for your Stewardship of Treasure! We are most grateful!

As we look to the future, we are happy to report that we did successfully have First Communion on Saturday, September 
12 and Confirmation on Sunday, September 20! Blessings to all of our newly initiated! We continue to live stream our 7 a.m. 
Mass Monday-Friday and our 9 a.m. Sunday Mass. Children’s Liturgy of the Word content is available online every weekend 
for our children. The day school has been open for more than a month, PSR and Life Teen have started, and many ministries 
are now beginning their activities in person while maintaining safety protocol. We are all adjusting to the “new normal” and 
invite you to fully engage in parish life whether in person or online via Facebook or our parish website, www.sthilarychurch.
org. Let us continue to keep one another in our thoughts and prayers are we navigate these challenging times, knowing that 
the Lord is always with us, even in the midst of the present difficulties!

May God bless you all!
Fr. Steve Brunovsky, Pastor



Outdoor XLT

Annual St. Francis Pet Blessing

Senior Prom

Kids Care Club Advent craft Outdoor Mass

Lenten Prayer BoardsMother’s Day drive-by blessing

March for Life

Jesse Tree Workshop

Rosary through Zoom



St. Vincent de Paul Society 
2019-20 Fiscal Year Summary

675 clients helped

269 families received rental & mortgage assistance

425 Utility bills payments made

10 appliance and furniture donations, including 
beds, furniture vouchers, washers/dryers, stoves and 
refrigerators

Social  Action  &  Caring and Participating

Faith  Formation  &   Vibrant Worship

13 RCIA candidates into the Catholic Church in the last year

66 Baptisms 

17 Weddings

76 First 
Communions

Sacraments of 
Confirmation75

After many months of anticipation our RCIA candidates, First 
Communicants and Confirmandi received their blessed sacraments here 
at St. Hilary Parish!

The 2019 Advent season began with a new event, Advent by Candlelight, a 
night for women to prepare their hearts, minds and spirits for the Advent and 
Christmas seasons! During the Lenten Season we launched a new email series 
through Word on Fire Engage, founded by Bishop Robert Barron, providing 
parishioners with a series of emails containing a short, engaging video to help strengthen one’s faith during Lent. We 
also found new ways to stay connected with our parishioners during the stay-at-home order, including our drive-
through palms on Palm Sunday, drive-by Mother’s Day Blessing, daily Rosary in May, and outdoor  XLTs  and Masses.

In June, St. Hilary Parish and School teamed up for 
Fill the Truck, benefiting the Good Samaritan Hunger 
Center. Through this event, we were able to help feed 
250 families!

St. Hilary’s Knights of Columbus 
sponsored an educational event 
in September of 2019 focused on 
Human Trafficking, bringing in many 
speakers including Resident Agent 
in Charge from the FBI, Charles 
Johnston, and survivor turned 
expert, Theresa Flores. St. Hilary 

Parish also hosted Cleveland Clinic Psychologist, 
Dr. Ted W. Raddell, in November of 2019 for From 
Trauma to Recovery & Wellness, providing attendees 
an opportunity to better understand and promote 
healing from past traumas. 

The Kids Care Club was very active this year with 
their Lenten crafts for the homebound, volunteering at 
the Food Bank, and their new monthly gatherings after 
Mass to meet and make crafts.
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ST. HILARY CHURCH - REVENUE AND EXPENSES

ST. HILARY SCHOOL - REVENUE AND EXPENSES

 44.90% $810,814 Salaries, Bene"ts & Taxes 
 1.30% 24,045 Rectory
 4.50% 81,732 Administration & Technology 
 2.80% 50,447 Worship 
 3.40% 62,063 Social Outreach 
 5.50% 98,988 Faith Formation & Evangelization
 1.20% 20,808 Caring & Participating
 3.00% 53,696 Utilities 
 1.40% 26,079 Insurance 
 2.60% 46,531 Plant Operation 
 12.80% 230,370 Diocesan Assessments 
 2.70% 48,966 Designated Collections 
 8.30% 150,000 School Support 
 4.90% 87,849 Capital Expenditures 
 .70% 12,620 Distributions to Foundation
 100.0%  $1,805,008  

 85.50% $2,047,026 O#ertory & Other Collections 
 1.20% 27,637 Donations & Bequests 
 4.10% 98,823 St. Hilary Foundation 
 1.50% 35,950 Investment 
 0.20% 4,262 Rental-Convent (Net)  
 5.00% 118,674 Parish Ministries
 2.00% 48,966 Designated Collections 
 0.50% 12,620 Rooted In Faith
 100.0% $2,393,958  

 63.90% $2,112,414 Tuition & Fees 
 6.60% 216,976 Mandated Services 
 7.10% 232,864 Fundraising
 5.80% 190,456 St. Hilary Foundation
 .50% 16,398 Latchkey
 1.10% 37,818 Student Services 
 4.50% 150,000 School Support From Parish 
 10.50% 345,461 Other School Income 
 100.0%  $3,302,387  

 73.30% $2,856,170 Salaries, Bene"ts & Taxes  
 7.80% 303,411 Instructional 
 0.50% 20,300 Library/Technology 
 1.50% 60,393 Utilities 
 2.90% 112,299 Plant Operation 
 0.90% 37,082 Insurance  
 1.60% 60,871 Student Services  
 2.00% 76,484 Administration 
 6.10% 237,484 Capital Improvements  
 3.40% 131,640 Hot Lunch Program 
 100.0%  $3,896,134  
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To kick off its annual Stewardship Campaign, St. Hilary Parish hosted 
Miguel Chavez, the new Director of Missionary Discipleship for the 
Diocese of Cleveland, who informed and inspired parishioners through 
a unique presentation called The Journey. “The program, scheduled 
just prior parishioners receiving the St. Hilary stewardship commitment 
packet, was an opportunity to prayerfully, joyfully and communally 
discern our God-given gifts and consider how He is calling us to share 
them. Miguel’s presentation illustrated stewardship as a journey in 
which Jesus calls us to Him, forms us, and then sends us out in His 
service. Through group discussion and use of our Stewardship Prayer 

and Reflection Journal, we invited parishioners to reflect on their place on this journey. In this way, parishioners 
would be better prepared to make their stewardship commitments,” explained Maureen Capellas, St. Hilary 
Stewardship Minister.

Miguel’s presentation focused on three primary ideas: That an encounter with Jesus cannot be contained—it 
must be shared; that every one of us is called to be a missionary disciple who is on a journey to share Christ’s 
love with all people; as missionary disciples, we all have gifts and talents for building the Church—and it is crucial 
to discern them and put them into practice through the Holy Spirit. Miguel’s presentation was punctuated with 
music by his twin brother P.J. Chavez, Director of Liturgical Music and Sacristans at Walsh University and the 
Director of Campus Ministry at Canton Central Catholic High School.

The event, organized by the Stewardship Committee, began with dinner, featuring tacos made by the Chavez 
brothers. It continued with Eucharistic Adoration followed by Miguel’s presentation. Attendees then adjourned 
to the gathering area and meeting rooms for small group discussion. A sizable group of people attended the 
presentation online, and discussed with each other via Zoom groups. The evening concluded with closing 
remarks and prayer. 

According to Miguel, “As missionary disciples, we are roving story tellers that tell in word and deed the greatest 
love story in the world—that ‘God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in Him might not perish, but have eternal life.’ It’s a story we encounter in the Eucharist that nourishes us and 
moves us to go out and evangelize others.”  

Small group discussions among attendees focused on how Miguel’s message applies to everyday interactions. 
In one of these, Diane Coogan shared how she contacted her family and friends by phone during the pandemic 
to see how they were doing. “You don’t realize what a small thing can mean to people,” she said. Julie Slattery, 

The Journey 
 
A Stewardship Evening of Reflection

Miguel Chavez, Director of Missionary 
Discipleship for the DIocese of Cleveland

Miguel Chavez with his brother P.J. Chavez, 
Director of Liturgical Music and Sacristans at 
Walsh University and the Director of Campus 
Ministry at Canton Central Catholic High School



Stewardship Commitment Weekend
October 17 and 18

Miguel Chavez’s presentation was a prelude to the annual Stewardship Campaign. Our 
theme this year is Receive, Share, and Return. Receive God’s gifts with a grateful heart. 
Share them lovingly with others. Return them to God with Abundance! Take time to think 
about the gifts you have received and how you can offer them to God and others.  

Review the prayer, ministry, and financial commitment opportunities, complete the 
Stewardship Response Card, and return it to St. Hilary via mail, online, or at Masses 
the weekend of October 17/18. Your packet also contains two paper chain links. Our 
Stewardship Logo reminds us that the chain is only as strong as each individual link! Write 
your commitments on the link and return with your commitment card. We will display the 
growing chain in church during our Stewardship renewal time. 

Want to discern your gifts futher? Save the date for Joyfully Gifted on May 15, 2021.

who was actively knitting a blanket at the time, mentioned her involvement in the Prayer Shawl Ministry.
They also discussed the importance of prayer in their lives. Julie said she likes to sing, while Diane enjoys praying 
the rosary after Mass with a group of eight to ten other women. Eileen Cousino, a chaplain at Akron General 
Hospital said, “I like to pray spontaneous prayers with others even though I don’t know what their faith is. I have 
this opportunity, and at first I was afraid of it. But God puts me in the right place, and it blows my mind.” 

Reflecting on the evening, Father Steve commented that Missionary Discipleship is the vocation of every 
Baptized Christian. “Faith is a gift that is meant to be shared. When we receive good news, we are excited to 
share it with others, not hide it. The same is true with the greatest news, that ‘God so loved the world that he 
gave us His son Jesus’ to give us eternal life. As Catholics, we are challenged to share the good news of our faith 
with others! A good way to start doing this is to tell others about what good things are happening at the parish, 
or in a ministry you are participating in. Hearing the good news you are sharing may then be the beginning of a 
deeper conversation about the importance of your faith,” he concluded.”

Members of the Stewardship Committee along with the program presenters 
(top row): Eric Dublikar, Fr. Matt Jordan, P.J. Chavez, Miguel Chavez, Fr. Steve 
Brunovsky; (bottom row) Carla Stewart, Suzanne Scarpitti, Maureen Capellas, 
Terri Pasadyn, Trisha Hoffmann, and Connie Roulett.

Small group discussions took place after the presentation to 
discuss how the various topics applied to life here at St. Hilary 
Parish.

To watch the presentation and download the presentation materials,
please visit our website at sthilarychurch.org/thejourney.
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We continue to provide you with the opportunity to celebrate Mass with us through We continue to provide you with the opportunity to celebrate Mass with us through 
live streaming even as we open our church doors for Mass each day.live streaming even as we open our church doors for Mass each day.

LLiive SStreamedd MMass SSchheddulleLLiive SStreamedd MMass SSchheddulle
MONDAY-FRIDAY,Y, 7 AM MASSMONDAY-FRIDAY,Y, 7 AM MASS

SUNDAY, 9 AM MASSSUNDAY, 9 AM MASS

We will be live streaming these on our Facebook page and the Mass links will be available We will be live streaming these on our Facebook page and the Mass links will be available 
on our website. You DO NOT need to have Facebook to watch! on our website. You DO NOT need to have Facebook to watch! 

To watch, , visit To watch, , visit ry rgry rgsthilarychurch.org/livesthilarychurch.org/livery rgry rg  for links to the live videos OR visit our Facebook page at the  for links to the live videos OR visit our Facebook page at the 
Mass time. All recordings are available on our website as well as on Facebook throughout the week. Mass time. All recordings are available on our website as well as on Facebook throughout the week. 

Don’t miss important updates and event infomration at St. Hilary Parish! Sign up for our weekly 
email and other parish communications by visiting sthilarychurch.org/stay-in-touch/.


