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While parishioners gear up for 
Christmas giving to the community, a 
group of women have been knitting 
and crocheting year-round so that 
others can experience comfort and 
warmth this holiday season. They are 
the members of the Hat Ministry and 
Prayer Shawl Ministry. 

While other ministries were unable 
to meet during the pandemic, they 
continued to create hand-made hats, 
prayer shawls, and fleece blankets 
embellished with crocheted borders 
at home. Julie Slattery, Coordinator 
and Co-founder of the group was able 
to access the group’s supplies and 
provide them to the members.

Most of the groups’ items are given 
to Betty Sobieski, who distributes to 
Giving Tree recipients. According to 
Julie, last year the group provided 
230 fleece blankets. As of November 
3rd, the group has turned in 550 such 
blankets. Betty said the need is greater 
this year due to COVID-19.

Hats and blankets for children
“I am so grateful for every one of 
these ladies and all their help,” said 
Betty. Recipients come from inner-city 
schools, agencies and Project Rise. 
Each child gets a fleece blanket and 
many will receive a book and hand-
made hat as supplies last.

The members of the Hat Ministry 
and Prayer Shawl Ministry meet 
simultaneously on the first and third 
Tuesday of the month from 10 a.m. to 
noon in the lower level of the Spiritual 
Center. Although there are about 40 
on the roster, between 15 and 20 
members attend meetings. 

Some are members of both groups. 
Those who can’t attend work from 
home, and turn in their hats, blankets 
and shawls to the Spiritual Center. 
Anyone can join. “And if you don’t 
know how to knit or crochet, someone 
will teach you,” said Virginia Olson who 
was originally part of the Hat Ministry 
before the Prayer Shawl Ministry was 
formed at St. Hilary in 2006. 

“The Hat Ministry predates the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry by several years,” 
explained Cathy Kenny, Co-founder 
of the Prayer Shawl Ministry and Hat 
Ministry Coordinator.

During meetings (socially distanced 
and wearing masks) members chat, 
work on their own projects or ones to 
donate, and obtain fleece and yarn. 
Materials are purchased or donated by 
group members or parishioners who 
donate yarn left by family members 
who have died. 

While the ladies knit or crochet, either 
Fr. Steve Brunovsky or Fr. Matt Jordan 
visits to bless all of the items.

James and his son Sean help prepare 
dinner for St. Bernard’s Hot Meals Program.

                       Continued on page 2

Stitches of hope and comfort
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Not everything the group makes goes 
to the needy. The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
makes lap blankets and shawls for 
anyone in need of prayer, comfort 
and support during a difficult time in 
their lives such as a cancer diagnosis, 
surgery, or death of a loved one. “We 
pray for the individual as we make the 
item. We have sent the shawls and 
blankets to other states and Europe,” 
said Virginia.

“Prayer shawls are for anyone in need 
of hope and comfort,” said Julie. The 
recipient does not have to be Catholic 
and they can be sent anywhere. “I have 
sent one to Colorado, Georgia and 
even Germany.”

Completed prayer shawls are stored in 
the basement of the Spiritual Center, 
and members can retrieve one as 
needed. Each comes with a special tag 
identifying the group and a prayer.

Reconnecting old friends
Pat Gerber, who now lives at the 
Village of St. Edward, was a recent 
recipient of a prayer shawl made by 
Janice Filipski and given to her by 
Sandy Oler, who played euchre with 
Pat at St. Hilary before the pandemic 
struck. Anna Hall, a member of the 
Hat Ministry, delivered the prayer shawl 
to her mother who promptly wrapped 
herself in it and proudly showed it off 
during one of their daily visits at Pat’s 
bedroom window. “My mom was so 
touched that Sandy would remember 
her. It brought a great deal of joy 
at a time when she finds the social 
isolation caused by the pandemic so 
frustrating,” she said. 

While the ministry touches others, its 
members grow in faith as well. For 

Julie, “it’s faith in action.” Virginia said 
the ministry “goes along with my belief 
in praying and helping others.” 

Cathy said, “it relates to that Biblical 
reference that says when you visit a 
person in prison, you visit me; when 
you clothe others, you clothe me. I 
know I am making a difference with 
the talents the Lord has bestowed on 
me. I know it because it’s tactile. I see 
hats people are going to benefit from. 
There’s a cause and effect.”  

The activity itself calls the person 
who is knitting or crocheting to lift 
up in prayer the person who will one 
day wear the hat or use the blanket. 
It’s beneficial for both the recipient 
and the creator. “I always found it 
very meditative,” said Cathy. “We are 
supposed to be praying. I find it so 
relaxing when you repeat the same 
stitch. It’s good stress relief.”

It’s all about community
Not all members are Catholic. 
Long-time member Nancy Peltier is 
Methodist. Her husband Tom is a 
parishioner. For Nancy, it’s all about 
community. “We need our women 
friends. The casual conversations we 
have when our hands are busy are very 
important. It’s a bonding experience.” 

The community of the knitting 
ministries goes beyond St. Hilary. 
There are prayer shawl groups all 
over the United States. Faith Lutheran 
Church next door has one as well, 
and used to meet twice a year with 
St. Hilary’s group for a luncheon 
before the COVID-19 shutdown. 
Additionally, when St. Hilary has had 
an overabundance of yarn, the group 
would share it with other parish prayer 
shawl ministries in the area. 

From top left: Janice Filipski, Julie Slattery,
Becky Katzenmeyer, Sandy Oler, Brigett Dolin, 
Joyce Soranno, Nancy Peltier, Betsy Hechet, 
Norma Dougherty, Virginia Olson, Anna Hall, 
Mary Jorgensen, Doris Ries, and
Pat Quatraro

      Pat Gerber wearing her prayer shawl.

Are you interested in sharing your 
knitting or crocheting talents? Please 

contact Julie Slattery at 330-962-3671 
or Cathy Kenny at 330-607-2662 or 

kencat26@gmail.com.
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Icon in dome of transfiguration at Mt. 
Tabor

Garden of Gethsemane

Icon in the dome of the Church of the Transfiguration

Join us for 
Christmas Mass
To allow for all parishioners to safely attend and enjoy 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses here at St. Hilary 
Parish, we have added Mass times and new ways you can 
celebrate Mass with us. To allow for social distancing inside 
the church, we created a Mass sign up on our website for you 
to select your time and location. REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED 
for all Masses in the church and Horning Hall. Mass will be live 
streamed on our website as well.

Registration for IN PERSON Masses 
opens on November 28. 

*Registration is REQUIRED.

To learn more about this new process and to 
register, visit sthilarychurch.org/christmas.

Visit sthilarychurch.org/live to watch the live streamed Masses.

Interested in being a greeter at one of our Christmas Masses? 
Please email or call the Parish Office by December 18. We will 
have a training session on Monday, December 21 at 7 PM.

Christmas Eve Masses:
4:00 PM -  Church & Live Streamed

4:30 PM - Horning Hall

6:00 PM -  Church & Live Streamed

6:30 PM - Horning Hall

10:00 PMPM - Church & Live Streamememedd

10:15 PM - Horning Hall

Christmas Day Masses:C y
9:00 AM - Church & Live Streamed

11:00 AM - Church & Live Streamed
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Life has gotten just a little sweeter 
for the residents of Wyant Woods 
thanks to two Walsh Jesuit High 
School students who are delivering 
homemade cookies to them. The 
brainchild of Senior Meghan Resweber 
and her friend Sophomore Madelyn 
Haran, Spiritual Sugar is a ministry 
that enables their fellow Walsh Jesuit 
students to complete service hours by 
baking cookies for seniors who are cut 
off from visitors during the pandemic. 

The idea started with Meghan, who 
related, “Over quarantine, I began to 
take up the hobby of baking with my 
mom. We started delivering our home-
baked cookies to my grandparents 
and other older neighbors. They were 
so appreciative and said it was ‘a nice 
bright spot’ during the pandemic. As 
my mom and I talked, we realized that 
many people were feeling isolated due 
to COVID-19 and that we could help 
lessen this feeling.

“Along with my friend Madelyn Haran, 
I decided that we could brighten the 
lives of those in nursing homes with 
weekly cookie deliveries. We decided 
that we could further share our faith 
by adding spiritual quotes to each 
package,” Meghan continued. 

Because service is an important value 
to Walsh Jesuit High School, Meghan 
and Madelyn decided to open up the 
opportunity to the students there. 
“We designed a Sign-Up Genius to 
get volunteers to bake the cookies. 
We initially planned Spiritual Sugar 
as a summer project, but due to the 
overwhelming response from students, 
we decided to continue until at least 
May of 2021,” said Meghan.  

“During the summer, we delivered 
the first Monday of each week. Once 
school began in September, we 
switched to delivering once a month. 
We typically accept eight bakers per 
delivery and pack 40 dozen cookies. 
Thus far, we have packaged and 

delivered approximately 520 dozen 
cookies,” she explained.  

Here’s how it works. Students 
interested in baking volunteer for a 
specific date using the Sign-up Genius. 
They earn two service hours by baking 
60 cookies, two to three inches in 
diameter, and delivering them to the 
Haran’s home on Sunday evenings 

between 5 and 8 p.m. From there 
Madelyn repacks the cookies and 
readies them for delivery to Wyant 
Woods, which in turn distributes them 
to residents.   
 
For Madelyn, assisting those she 
considers vulnerable has had 
an impact on her faith life. “This 
has helped me experience God’s 
presence,” she said. “Before, I wasn’t 
as aware of the more vulnerable in our 
society. It helps me see that God is in 
everyone and I think that everyone is 
called to help these people.”  

As she serves others, Meghan has 
also found herself growing in faith. 
“Through my Catholic education, I have 

Sharing faith with Spiritual Sugar

‘We realized that many 
people were feeling 

isolated due to COVID-19 
and that we could help 

lessen this feeling.’ 
                        Meghan Resweber

Meghan Resweber (left) and Madelyn Haran (right) repacking cookies for distribution.
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learned the value of service and giving 
back to my community,” she said. “I 
have come to understand that service 
benefits not only the person who is 
being helped, but also those who offer 
the help. Through Spiritual Sugar, I 
have strengthened my relationship with 
Christ by donating both my time and 
talent to brighten the lives of the Wyant 
Woods’ residents. The paramount 
objective of Jesuit education is being 
‘Men and women for and with others.’ 
I believe that through Spiritual Sugar, 
Madelyn and I are truly living out this 
motto and our Catholic faith.”

While slots have been filled through 
2020, teens, especially Confirmation 

candidates can still participate 
and earn two service hours. The 
link for the Sign-up Genius is 
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904054cabac2fa3ff2-baking. 

For more information, contact Meghan 
Resweber at 221216@walshjesuit.
org or Madelyn Haran at 223264@
walshjesuit.org. 

‘It helps me see that God 
is in everyone and I think 
that everyone is called to 

help these people.’ 
                        Madelyn Haran

Madelyn and Meghan making the cookie bags
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Lori Pagani, Cara Poblete and Julie Parisi 
practice for Laetare Sunday Concert.

Rising to the Challenge
Since 1960, St. Hilary School has been a beacon of excellence among schools in the area. Celebrating its 60th 
anniversary during this unique school year, the school continues to raise the bar by masterfully blending traditional 
core values with innovative teaching methods and cutting-edge programs. Adapting to the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the school has once again proven itself to be a leader as one of the first schools to open in 
August, offering a simultaneous learning platform that includes both in-person and distance learning options. Thanks 
to the school’s dedicated faculty and staff and cohesive use of technology, distance learners are fully integrated into 
the classroom experience alongside their in-person classmates. And throughout the pandemic, the Catholic faith 
has continued to be infused into all aspects of a St. Hilary School education through prayer, service opportunities, 
and live streamed Masses. The school places as much emphasis on morals, values and character as it does on 
academics.  

Academic Accolades
A two-time recipient of the U.S. Department of Education’s Blue Ribbon award for excellence in education, St. 
Hilary School has a well-established reputation for academic distinction. St. Hilary School encourages students 
to challenge themselves to reach new levels of academic accomplishment, and the school’s consistent top-tier 
standardized test scores speak for themselves. A recipient of the Governor’s Thomas Edison Award for Excellence 
in STEM Education and Student Research, St. Hilary School provides facilities, courses and amenities that engage 
students and foster critical thinking and leadership. An outdoor classroom, a science lab, a Maker Space, Paxton-
Patterson labs, and cutting edge technology, including Promethean ActivPanel boards and 1:1 Chromebooks, 
enable students to truly be 21st century learners. 

St. Hilary School: Celebrating 60 Years of Excellence

Principal Jennifer Woodman (back left) and Pastor Fr. Steve Brunovsky (back right) join students in planting a tree on St. Hilary 
School grounds to commemorate the school’s 60th anniversary.
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KINDERGARTEN KALEIDOSCOPE - VIRTUAL STYLE!
EXPLORE OUR KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME!

Please call 330-867-8720, ext. 343 or email dsinopoli@st-hilary.org by December 31 to learn more.

OPEN HOUSE - VIRTUAL STYLE!
EXPLORE OUR SCHOOL IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME! 

Please call 330-867-8720, ext. 343 or email dsinopoli@st-hilary.org by January 15 to learn more.
 

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION — BY APPOINTMENT ONLY FEBRUARY 1-5 
FOR NEW STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES K-8 IN 2021-2022

(CHILDREN SHOULD BE 5 BY SEPTEMBER 30, 2021) 
For more information or to schedule an appointment to register a new student, please contact Debbie 

Sinopoli, Director of Marketing & Admissions, at 330-867-8720, ext. 343 or dsinopoli@st-hilary.org.  
Visit the school online at www.st-hilaryschool.org.

A Place for Every Student
Differentiated instruction allows all types of learners to thrive at St. Hilary School. Individualized instruction is available 
for students needing additional assistance or enrichment. As a Better Together School in the Diocese of Cleveland, 
St. Hilary School follows inclusive practices and provides a place where students of all abilities can learn using tools 
that fit their needs. The school is a Jon Peterson Scholarship provider and Autism Scholarship provider, as well. 
St. Hilary School faculty and staff exemplify a love for children and a passion for education, and are dedicated to 
ensuring that each child becomes the best person he or she can be.

The Future Begins Here
Preparing children to have strong faith and moral character, global mindedness, and a broad, forward-thinking skillset 
has been a hallmark of St. Hilary School for 60 years. While much is new at the school, much remains unchanged. 
This ideal blend of contemporary innovation and time-honored tradition has made the school the perfect choice 
for thousands of families, and makes it the perfect choice for thousands more to come. Built on a foundation of 
excellence, the future begins here.

Explore the School
If you would like your child and your family to experience the benefits of a St. Hilary School education, now is the 
ideal time to begin exploring all that the school has to offer. Due to COVID-19, personal tours are not available, but 
you can take a look at the school virtually. Check out the opportunities below.

Faith is at the core of a St. Hilary School education. Here, a 
third grade student portrays St. Michael the Archangel for the 
school’s All Saints Day Mass.

Fourth grade teacher Andrea Cooper uses her classroom 
Promethean ActivPanel board to present a writing lesson 
to students in the classroom as well as those participating 
remotely via Zoom on her iPad.
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Important CHRISTMAS MASS information inside!
To allow for all parishioners to safely attend and enjoy 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses here at St. Hilary Parish, 
we have added Mass times and created a sign up to select your time 
and location. REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED to attend Mass in person 

on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. To learn more, please see 
page 3 inside this newsletter.

New Live Streamed Mass process!
Beginning November 23, we will be live streaming Masses 

through our website, instead of on Facebook! 
Please visit sthilarychurch.org/live for all details 

and for the live streamed Mass schedule. 

Advent Prayer Opportunities
Mark your calendars!

- Nov. 30: Advent Communal Reconciliation, 7 p.m.
- Dec. 2 & 16: Advent Evening Prayer, 7 p.m.
- Dec. 7 & 8: Feast of the Immaculate Conception:  
   7 p.m. Vigil Mass; 7 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m.
- Dec. 13: Gaudete Sunday Concert, Live Streamed


