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My Dear Parishioners,

Every year at this time, we like to include in the newsletter a year in review, highlighting our parish activities, 
accomplishments, and financial health. Looking back….what a year it has been! COVID-19 certainly kept us on 
our toes, as we continued to plan and bring to life the many aspects of parish life! Let me begin by expressing my 
gratitude to the staff and volunteers of our parish, PSR, and school. They worked incredibly hard to create a year that 
was as close to normal as possible, and were incredibly creative, dedicated, and flexible in the midst of the pandemic.

This time last year, both our day school and PSR programs were up and running with both in-person and virtual 
options. The children were grateful to be back in school and learning and growing in faith. Many of our parish 
ministries also returned either in person or via Zoom, and we became experts in areas of technology that helped us 
to connect with each other. One of those was the installation of the digital camera in the back of church, with direct 
connection to our sound system and hosted by the Streaming Church platform. This allowed us to have a consistent 
high quality broadcast of our Masses, prayer services, and concerts. We will continue to live stream via our parish 
website (www.sthilarychurch.org) the 7 a.m. weekday Masses and the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sunday Masses for our folks 
at home, and will also continue to archive all content for viewing at a later time.

One of the highlights of this past year was our group of four women, three of whom are moms, and six children who 
were journeying through the RCIA process. They began their catechesis in the fall and celebrated the Rite of Welcome 
and Rite of Election in preparation for being received into the church at the Easter Vigil. It was a great evening of 
celebration and a sign that things were returning to a new “normal”.  

In addition, we were able to prepare for and celebrate First Reconciliation and First Communion with our second 
graders; and I had the privilege of being the minister of the Sacrament of Confirmation at two Masses with our eighth 
graders. Youth Ministry returned to in-person gatherings this past year, and our teens were happy to be able to 
participate in several service projects, a spring retreat, and the Steubenville Youth Conference.

Slowly, but surely, our area nursing facilities and hospitals are opening up for pastoral visits. It is a great joy to be able 
to celebrate the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick with many whom we have not seen in over a year. If you are 
still homebound, please let us know, and we will come visit you!

Fiscally, St. Hilary Parish has returned to pre-pandemic strength thanks to the generosity of so many of you, our 
faithful parishioners. After the hit of closing to public Masses for three months last year and the economic uncertainty 
that came with the pandemic, I am happy to report that the fiscal year that began July 1, 2020 and ended June 30, 
2021 has seen our offertory stabilize, and we will be ending the year with a healthy surplus that will help us to be 
prepared for capital expenses that will occur in the future.

This past spring brought about the transition of Fr. Matt Jordan, who completed his four year assignment with us and 
is now at St. Basil in Brecksville. We welcomed newly ordained Fr. Cameron Popik on June 8, and he is doing a great 
job adjusting to Summit County and the priesthood. Even though this transition of priests is difficult, we have been 
blessed over the years with wonderful parochial vicars who add so much to the life of our parish, each in very different 
ways. They also keep me young at heart and excited about our future!

Speaking of the future, we are coming to the end of our parish five year plan and are now embarking upon a plan for 
the next five years. We have engaged the expertise of the Our Sunday Visitor folks to help us, and so in October we 
will be conducting a parish survey to determine our future direction. This will also help our St. Hilary Parish Foundation, 
whose board is also engaged in strategic planning, direct funds towards the goals of the parish, and identify those 
ministries that parishioners are passionate about for potential future fund raising. 

All in all, despite the challenges that were presented by the pandemic, St. Hilary Parish and School are in a very strong 
position to meet the challenges, needs, and dreams of our future. Much of that is thanks to the dedication of our 
talented employees and the generosity of our faithful parishioners! We hope that you are as excited as we are about 
the years to come; and we pray that you will join us for prayer and celebration as we embark upon another year of 
grace!

May God bless you all!
Fr. Steve Brunovsky, Pastor



The Journey: A Stewardship Evening of Reflection 
with Miguel Chavez

Mass with Bishop Malesic

Fr. Matt’s Farewell Reception

Mass to celebrate Sister Carol Joy’s 80th birthday 
and 60 years in religious life

Easter Sunday Outdoor Mass

Holy Thursday Adoration St. Hilary School’s Last Day of School Mass

Fr. Steve welcomes Fr. Cameron to St. Hilary Parish.



St. Vincent de Paul Society 
2020-21 Fiscal Year Summary

328 clients helped

169 families received rental & mortgage assistance

122 Utility bill payments made

13 appliance and furniture donations, including 
beds, furniture vouchers, washers/dryers, stoves 
and refrigerators

Social Action & Caring and Participating

Faith Formation & Vibrant Worship

55 Baptisms 14 Weddings85 First Communions 83 Confirmations
(includes one adult)

A snapshot of the Sacraments 
After COVID-19 delayed many sacraments in the beginning of 2020, we were very thankful that many children and adults 
were able to celebrate these sacraments in the fall of 2020 and into this spring. 

Feeding the Hungry 
Although many ministries and 
facilities were closed during 2020 
and into 2021, we continued to 
the feed the hungry through the 
Gennesaret, St. Bernard Hunger 
Center, and Peter Maurin programs. 
St. Hilary parishioners prepared 
and packaged to-go meals to be 
distributed to the needy in our local 
community. We also provided meals 
to St. Hilary parishioners through the 
Martha Ministry.

Turning to techonology to engage with parishioners 
As the COVID-19 pandemic caused us to change many of our routines and canceled many events, our parish took 
advantage of our wonderful technology resources to stay engaged with our parishioners. Although Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word was unable to meet in person, our catechists created weekly Gospel reflection videos to share on our website. 
Fr. Steve, Fr. Matt, and St. Hilary’s Director of Faith Formation for Adults Randy Malick created many videos, including 
novenas, faith formation video series, and Fire Side Chats to reach our community. In November, after many months of 
streaming Masses and events from a phone, a camera was installed in the church making it possible to live stream and 
record Masses as well as ministry and school events. We are so thankful for this technology and blessed to stay connected 
to our parishioners in new and creative ways.

St. Hilary Life Teen 
Despite the world-wide challenges we faced and still are in many ways, the high school teens safely came together to share 
in community and faith, recognizing a desire to draw closer to Him who never changes and whose love never fails. The Life 
Teen St. Hilary Community welcomed a few new teens each month and embraced an evolving Core Team of faith-filled adults. 
They enjoyed a unique “LTSH World Tour” event that encompassed original games from a diverse group of countries, became 
immersed in nature by hiking in the Metroparks, and participated in various outdoor service projects, including maintaining 
the grounds at the Historic Glendale Cemetery. Life Teen journeyed with the Inside Out characters as we explored the human 
emotions and how Jesus responds to them, encountered Christ through adoration and guided prayer opportunities like the 
Symbolic Stations of the Cross, and so much more. What a blessing it was to end the year with the “LTSH Ultimate Community” 
spring retreat and to celebrate our seniors as they seek to share their light and God’s joy with others in their future endeavors. 

4 Adults and 6 children 
initiated into the Catholic 
Church through RCIA
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ST. HILARY CHURCH - REVENUE AND EXPENSES

ST. HILARY SCHOOL - REVENUE AND EXPENSES

 35.38% $806,280 Salaries, Bene"ts & Taxes 
 1.80% 40,977 Rectory
 3.72% 85,509 Administration & Technology 
 1.60% 36,473 Worship 
 3.00% 68,143 Social Outreach 
 5.20% 117,744 Faith Formation & Evangelization
 0.30% 6,296 Caring & Participating
 1.80% 41,418 Utilities 
 1.30% 29,842 Insurance 
 4.40% 100,884 Plant Operation 
 10.30% 235,332 Diocesan Assessments 
 2.10% 47,776 Designated Collections 
 6.60% 150,000 School Support 
 16.60% 378,377 Capital Expenditures 
 5.90% 133,606 Distributions to Foundation
 100.0%  $2,278,657  

 72.80% $2,139,276 O#ertory & Other Collections 
 1.10% 32,646 Donations & Bequests 
 4.60% 134,270 St. Hilary Foundation 
 5.40% 159,236 Investment 
 0.10% 1,700 Rental-Convent (Net)  
 4.20% 122,628 Parish Ministries
 1.60% 47,776 Designated Collections 
 4.50% 133,606 Heart of the Shepherd
 5.70% 166,068 SBS PPP Loan Forgiveness
 100.0% $2,937,206  

 49.70% $2,000,390 Tuition & Fees 
 5.60% 226,934 Mandated Services 
 6.20% 250,616 Fundraising
 5.30% 213,363 St. Hilary Foundation
 0.80% 30,459 Student Services
 3.70% 150,000 School Support From Parish 
 13.20% 531,788 Other School Income
 15.50% 624,732 SBA PPP Loan Forgiveness 
 0% (1,169) Latchkey 
 100.0%  $4,027,113  

 63.10% $2,845,033 Salaries, Bene"ts & Taxes  
 9.20% 415,641 Instructional 
 0.80% 34,797 Library/Technology 
 1.80% 79,467 Utilities 
 4.90% 222,058 Plant Operation 
 0.90% 42,404 Insurance  
 1.60% 73,192 Student Services  
 1.60% 70,420 Administration 
 13.70% 616,767 Capital Improvements  
 2.40% 108,471 Hot Lunch Program 
 100.0%  $4,508,250  
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St. Hilary’s new parochial vicar has 
a unique background. Originally 
from Strongsville, Fr. Cameron 
Popik comes from a large family, 
the fourth of ten children. He is 
the son of Janie and Bob Popik. 
Aside from two older siblings, 
Fr. Cameron and the rest of his 
brothers and sisters were home 
schooled from elementary school 
through high school. They were 
parishioners of St. Adalbert Parish 
in Berea.
 
Fr. Cameron explained that his 
mom had a conversion experience 
about the time he was born, which 
impacted the direction of the family. 
“Both parents were into the faith,” 
he said. “Daily Mass and the family 
rosary were the main sources of 
prayer as a family. We lived the faith 
at home.
 
“We did everything as a family—
prayed, played sports, and did 
chores together. We also grew up 
with other home school families.” 
These were some of his best friends 
and still are. “Their parents were 
like my parents. One of them was 
my Confirmation sponsor. They are 
real blessings in my life—God was 
really looking out for me. When I 
look back, I can see how God is 
really providential.

“I was an altar server throughout 
junior high and high school,” he 
said. “I went to a youth group with 
my friends at St. Albert the Great in 
North Royalton, participated in the 
retreat community Teens Encounter 
Christ (TEC), and went on a mission 
trip with the St. Albert the Great 
Youth Group with the Appalachian 
Service Project in Tennessee. I was 
also involved in Pro-Life work. On 
Friday afternoons we said a rosary 
and went to adoration as a family in 
a nearby church for that intention.” 

For college, Fr. Cameron followed 
in brother Colby’s footsteps and 
attended Ave Maria University in 
Florida, where both had soccer 
scholarships. He would go on to 
earn a bachelor’s degree in biology.
 
A mission trip to Haiti with fellow 
Ave Maria students during spring 
break of his senior year proved 
transformative for Fr. Cameron. 
Led by the wife of the university’s 
president, students served 
alongside Missionaries of Charity, 
the order founded by St. Mother 

Theresa. “We did a lot of service, 
including working at an orphanage, 
where we took care of babies and 
toddlers, and also served at a 
center for the sick and dying.

“We started each day with a holy 
hour with the sisters and had Mass. 
The wife of the university president 
gave us each a journal to use 
during our holy hour. I remember 
journaling during holy hour, and 
this idea of the seminary and the 
priesthood kept coming to me. I 
saw the sacrifice of the nuns. They 
were so compassionate, joyful, and 
loving. It was a conundrum—they 
were so far from home (some were 
originally from India) and yet they 
had given their lives away, but were 
so happy. I imagined them so far 
from family.
 
“On the airplane back, I realized 
God was putting the idea of 
becoming a priest on my heart—
that it was not just my upbringing, 
it was because God was putting it 
on my heart! So, when I was on the 
airplane ride home, I had opened 
my mind and heart to the idea, but 
I wasn’t ready to take the step of 
going into the seminary quite yet.” 
 
Instead, after graduation Fr. 
Cameron took a job in the Solids 
Control department with M-I Swaco 
Co. and then Energy Services with 
Cruz Energy Services, in the oil field 
in North Dakota. What appeared to 
be a detour had turned into a time 
of discernment. 

Welcome, Fr. Cameron! 

‘God dispelled all of 
those fears and asked 

me to trust him.’



“I worked there a year 
and had a lot of time to 
pray, think, reflect, and 
discern,” he said. “By 
the end of that year, 
especially during Lent, 
through prayer God 
had prepared me and 
dispelled my fears—of 
what people would think 
of me, fears of public 
speaking, of being a faith 
leader. God dispelled 
all of those fears and 
asked me to trust him.” 
He was finally ready to 
answer God’s call to the 
priesthood.
 
On returning to Cleveland, 
“I got in touch with 
Fr. McCandless, the 
vocations director. Then 
I got accepted into St. 
Mary’s Seminary as a pre-
theologian, since I already 
had a college degree.” Fr. 
Cameron was there a total 
of six years.
 
During his time in the 
seminary, he said he felt 
“very blessed and a sense 
of peace the whole time.” 
He valued the community 
there. He also said that 
the faculty was really 
good at formation.

“They formed me to be a 
person of Jesus, helped 
with my spiritual life, and 
to understand the Church. 
To me, it’s one of the best 
seminaries in the country.”
 
The seminary gave him 
a chance to engage 
in one of his favorite 
activities—singing. He 
recalled enjoying singing 
Irish tunes with fellow 
priests and seminaries 
while he was there. Since 
one of his classmates is 
a musician, Fr. Cameron 
has received voice 
lessons from him.
 
“I think one of my gifts 
is organizing events and 

bringing people together.  
I was on the Student 
Activities Staff (SAS) at the 
seminary. SAS organizes 
community and cultural 
events each year, which 
might include anything 
from going to a Cleveland 
Indians game or a concert, 
house events such as 
a sports competition or 
introducing the seminary 
community to an 
unfamiliar but interesting 
aspect of culture like a 
painting workshop or 
trip to a museum. I also 
coached the soccer team 
and was on the basketball 
team in the seminary.”
 
On his new role at St. 
Hilary, Fr. Cameron said, 
“I see the faith as bringing 
great joy and peace to my 
life, and I want to share 
that. In our culture, we 
are missing peace, true 
joy, happiness, and true 
community. We go to 
social media and it falls 
flat. Relationship with 
Jesus is our heart’s desire 
and ideally at the heart 
of the priesthood, I think, 
and a work in progress for 
me. I hope to share that 
relationship with others.”

Fr. Steve, Fr. Cameron, and Fr. Michael, brother of Fr. Steve

Fr. Cameron with his family at ordination on May 15, 2021

Fr. Cameron with Bishop Malesic at his ordination
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Save the date:  
2021 Stewardship Campaign

September 22: Stewardship Evening of Reflection with Miguel Chavez
Join us for an evening of enlightening prayer, music, discernment, discussion and fellowship! 
Register at www.sthilarychurch.org/stewardship.
 
October 9-10:  Stewardship Video Weekend
Enjoy the launch of St. Hilary’s “We Said Yes” video during the homily at all Masses.  See our ministries 
and parishioners in action!
 
October 16-17:  Stewardship Opportunity Weekend
Complete your Stewardship Response Card in Mass or access it online at www.sthilarychurch.org/stewardship. 
Watch for your stewardship packet in the mail prior to this weekend.


