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A Vicarious Descant�

In the Compendium of the Catholic 

Church, one of the most fundamental ques-

tions is number 27: “What does it mean in 

practice for a person to believe in God?” 

The answer is concise: “It means to adhere 

to God himself, entrusting oneself to him 

and giving assent to all the truths which 

God has revealed because God is Truth. It 

means to believe in one God in three Per-

sons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”�

How do we apply so foundational and con-

cise a statement to daily life? What does it 

mean in practice for a person to believe in 

God? Or perhaps the question could have 

read, “How does a person live their belief 

in God?”�

People unfamiliar with their faith or the 

truth of the Catholic faith often ask how 

can an eternity of joy or suffering be mer-

ited by a comparatively short lifetime. God 

the Father answered that question to St. 

Catherine of Siena in her�Dialogues�when 

He told her that there are three parts of the 

eternal soul: memory, intellect and will. 

Every time we use our memory for some-

thing either good or evil, we are exercising 

a faculty of the immortal soul. The same 

with our intellect and free will: when we 

exercise these faculties of the immoral 

soul for something either good or evil, we 

are making a choice that can have eternal 

consequences.�

That is how a short lifetime can lead us to 

heaven or hell. If it were not for God’s 

mercy, none of us could possibly merit 

heaven. But while we have life, we have 

hope that God’s grace can bring even the 

most hardened sinner to repentance and 

Eternal Life. The Lord called us to pro-

claim the “Good News” and not solely 

the “Bad Consequences” of not follow-

ing the Good News. To proclaim the 

Good News, we might begin with The 

Four Last Things (Death, Judgment, 

Heaven, Hell), but we cannot but imme-

diately proclaim: “For God so loved the 

world that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him should not per-

ish but have eternal life” (John 3:15). 

Likewise: “Always be prepared to make 

a defense to any one who calls you to 

account for the hope that is in you, yet 

do it with gentleness and reverence; and 

keep your conscience clear, so that, 

when you are abused, those who revile 

your good behavior in Christ may be put 

to shame. For it is better to suffer for 

doing right, if that should be God's will, 

than for doing wrong” (1 Peter 3:15�17).�

In the Gospel for the Extraordinary 

Form of the Mass, the Lord said that the 

publican went down to his house justi-

fied, while the other did not. What does 

that mean? To be justified means acting 

in a just or righteous way in God’s eyes. 

In this parable, God, Himself, looked at 

what the publican had done and said that 

he was justified in being there in the 

temple offering that prayer: he was wor-

shiping and honoring God. The publican 

was sincere in his sorrow. Did he then 

return to his trade farming taxes? Proba-

bly, but the true contrition he expressed 

before God would mean that he would 

have returned to his trade without further 

dishonesty. Who is to say that the Lord 

was not speaking this parable as the for-

mer publican, St. Matthew, stood and 

listened? Such humility and acknowledg-

ment of our sinfulness, when combined 

with perseverance and the Sacraments, can 

lead to great holiness.�

We follow the example of the justified 

publican when we pray with humility, 

when we do not waste precious time in 

prayer�public or private�being indig-

nant or critical of those around us. When 

we come to worship as a parish family we 

should be fully united in prayer and wor-

ship rather than partly united or partly at-

tentive or partly sorrowful and contrite.�

Not lifting one’s eyes is a sign of humility. 

Striking one’s breast is a sign of sorrow; it 

is an admission of guilt and ownership of 

one’s actions: through my fault, my fault, 

my most grievous fault. Listen again to 

who the Pharisee was in the eyes of God: 

“trusting in himself as just and despising 

others.” Had the Pharisee not trusted him-

self and not despised others, he might have 

gone home justified as well.�

We trust God. We trust in his Divine Mer-

cy. Justification is a process that begins 

with baptism, continues with our life in 

Christ�this what is meant by the publican 

“going down to his house” and justifica-

tion ends when each of us appears before 

the judgment seat of Christ to render an 

accounting for what we have done in the 

body, whether good or evil (2 Cor 5:10).�

We “go down to our house justified” when 

we fulfill our duties and obligations to 

God and our neighbor with sincerity, hu-

mility and charity. We do not simply total 

up how we have kept the precepts of the 

Catholic Church�of which there are five 

universally and seven in the United �
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RECTORY BUSINESS HOURS�

Monday�Saturday 9:00am�5:00pm�

Evening hours by appointment�

Rectory� 313�372�0762, FAX 372�2064�

website:� www.assumptiongrotto.com�

email: grottorectory@ameritech.net�

Grotto Gift Shop 313�332�4432 �

Parish Council President�

Anna Graziosi 313�423�6972�

Organist  Ray Long 313�372�0762�

Email: grottomusic@ameritech.net�

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturdays at 4:00; 

Sundays at 6:30, 9:30 (Tridentine), & Noon�

HOLY DAY MASSES: 6:30, 9:30 

(Tridentine), Noon & evening at 7:00 p.m.�

WEEKDAY MASSES: Monday�Saturday 

7:30  a.m. (all Tridentine).�

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 2:30�3:30, 

Sunday 9:00 & 11:30 a.m.�

BAPTISMS: Every Saturday after the 4:00 

p.m. Mass or Sunday after the Noon Mass. 

Arrange at the Rectory Office.�

BLESSING FOR EXPECTANT 

MOTHERS: After the Noon Mass on the 

first Sunday of the month.�

REGISTRATION: Visit the Rectory or call 

for a form to be sent out to you.�

Monday, � August 10, 2020�

7:30 a.m.� Chester Kalinowski (D)�

Tuesday, � August 11, 2020�

7:30 a.m.� Randy Pasieka (D)�

Wednesday, � August 12, 2020�

7:30 a.m.� Holy Souls�

Thursday, � August 13, 2020�

7:30 a.m.� Eugene Riendeau (D)�

Friday, � August 14, 2020�

7:30 a.m.� Grace Riendeau (L)�

Saturday, � August 15, 2020�

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary�

6:30 a.m.; 9:30 a.m.; 12:00 p.m.; 4:00 

p.m.; 7:00 p.m.�

Sunday, � August 16, 2020�

6:30 a.m.� Special Intention; 9:30 a.m.� 

People of the Parish; 12:00 p.m.�Special 

Intention�

Mass Servers 

Saturday, August 15, 2020�

4:00 p.m.  D. Bastuba, J. Praet, J. Cline�

Sunday, August 16, 2020�

6:30 a.m. R. Jacek, M. Pomeroy.�

9:30 a.m. K. Garavaglia, A. Santine, M. 

Grado, J. Prevo, D. Grado, C. Bueche�

12:00 p.m. M. Chambers, A. & �

M. Arrigoni, A. & W. Remske, G. 

Welsing, J. & D. Berch�

Readings for the week of August 09, 

2020�

Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11�13a/Ps 85:9, 

10, 11�12, 13�14 [8]/Rom 9:1�5/Mt 

14:22�33  �

Monday: 2 Cor 9:6�10/Ps 112:1�2, 5�6, 

7�8, 9 [5]/Jn 12:24�26�

Tuesday: Ez 2:8�3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 

72, 103, 111, 131 [103a]/Mt 18:1�5, 10, 

12�14�

Wednesday: Ez 9:1�7; 10:18�22/Ps 

113:1�2, 3�4, 5�6 [4b]/Mt 18:15�20�

Thursday: Ez 12:1�12/Ps 78:56�57, 58�

59, 61�62 [cf. 7b]/Mt 18:21�19:1�

Friday: Ez 16:1�15, 60, 63 or 16:59�63/

Is 12:2�3, 4bcd, 5�6 [1c]/Mt 19:3�12�

Saturday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3�4, 15�16; 

16:1�2/Ps 132:6�7, 9�10, 13�14 [8]1 Cor 

15:54b�57/Lk 11:27�28. Day: Rv 

11:19a; 12:1�6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 

16 [10bc]/1 Cor 15:20�27/Lk 1:39�56�

Next Sunday:� Is 56:1, 6�7/Ps 67:2�3, 

5, 6, 8 [4]/Rom 11:13�15, 29�32/Mt 

15:21�28�

I-Zachary Fettes  

&  

Gabriella Rubino, Grotto 

II-Ray Katanbafnezhad  

&  

Geneva Bellows, Grotto 
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Seven Sisters Apostolate Renewal of 

Prayer Commitments�

One Sister, One Holy Hour Each Week, 

One Priest,�One Heart of Prayer Togeth-

er! See the flyer on the side tables of the 

church for more information on our three 

parish Seven Sisters Groups. The groups 

are organized to pray for Archbishop 

Vigneron, Fr. John Bustamante and Fr. 

Perrone. We are in need of more women 

willing to commit an hour a week for 

one of our priests as a substitute or alter-

nate. The Holy hour may be done in a 

parish church near you,� anytime on the 

day you are assigned. Please call and 

leave your name at the rectory if God is 

calling you to assist our priests in this 

Apostolate.���

"In strengthening the priest you 

strengthen the whole Church.... 

Strengthen the priest and you 

strengthen the whole foundation, you 

strengthen everything in the church"��

Fr. Gerald Fitzgerald, S.P.�

For more information on the Seven Sis-

ters Apostolate go to their web-

site:� https://sevensistersapostolate.org/

home�

������������������***********���������������

The 16 Week� Basic� Catholic Cate-

chism Course� will meet on alternate 

Saturdays Saturday’s at 1 p.m. in the 

Shrine Lounge.�For more information on 

Marian Catechist Basic or Advanced 

Home Study Courses leave your name at 

the rectory.���

������������������***********���������������

Susan B. Anthony List is hiring!  Earn 

$10�$15/hour with possible raises and 

bonuses · Work 4 � 40 hours/week. You 

make your own schedule! Since it is safe 

outside, we have begun hiring temporary 

Field Representatives in Michigan to 

work through the first week of Novem-

ber. If you have the heart for the Lord 

FOR LIFE, a cell phone to download our 

i�360 Walk app and are at least 16 years 

of age, let’s talk! Field Representatives 

are being hired all around Michigan to 

educate voters with a simple survey. 

Contact Anna Marie Danyko,  (734) 284

�5226, or at anna@sbalistfield.org.�

A Vicarious Descant (continued)�

States�as if checking the boxes assures 

our justification. No, we are not assured 

of our justification but must desire it and 

seek it every day. The publican offered 

none of his works as a reason for God to 

justify him. All he offered was a sincere, 

humble and contrite heart. Nor did the 

publican likely hear God’s voice as he 

went down to his house assuring him he 

was justified. Neither do we. We can 

only humbly ask, dutifully fulfill, and 

patiently persevere in our prayers, obli-

gations, and life in Christ. In those mo-

ments of pride, or impatience, or anger, 

or indignation, or that contempt and dis-

gust that disguises a guilty conscience, 

we should remember the publican and 

do what he did.�

Our patronal feast day is this Saturday. It 

is a Solemnity and a Holyday, but not a 

day of obligation. The Masses at 4:00 

PM and 7:00 PM fulfill your obligation 

for Sunday, but will be the Masses of the 

Solemnity of the Assumption. This year 

most everything taking place will be 

outdoors and is meant to be focused en-

tirely on worship and liturgy.��

������������������***********���������������

The dispensation from the Sunday 

obligation to attend Mass is granted to 

all through Sunday, September 6, 

2020. �

������������������***********���������������

Assumption Day Notes: In light of the 

current regulations regarding Covid�19, 

There are a few changes that should be 

noted.  We will not have the Used Reli-

gious Goods Sale this year.  Additional-

ly, the Italian Dinner and the Bake Sale 

will not take place.  All volunteers will 

need to bring their own meals, as we are 

unable to provide them this year.  We 

are also in need of wheelchairs.  Anyone 

who is willing to donate a new or gently 

used wheelchair should contact the rec-

tory.  Thank you.�

�

�

�

��������������������***********����������������

Election Prayer Lord Jesus Christ, You 

told us to give to Caesar what belongs to 

Caesar, and to God what belongs to 

God.� Enlighten the minds of our people in 

America.�  May we choose a President of 

the United States, and other government 

officials, according to Your Divine 

Will.�  Give our citizens the courage to 

choose leaders of our nation who respect 

the sanctity of unborn human life, the 

sanctity of marriage, the sanctity of mari-

tal relations, the sanctity of the family, and 

the sanctity of the aging.�  Grant us the 

wisdom to give You, what belongs to 

You, our God.� If we do this, as a nation, 

we are confident You will give us an 

abundance of Your blessings through our 

elected leaders.� Amen.�

�������������������***********�����������������

Morning Offering “O Jesus, through the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer you all 

my prayers, works, joys and sufferings of 

this day, for all the intentions of your Sa-

cred Heart, in union with the Holy Sacri-

fice of the Mass throughout the world, in 

reparation for my sins, for the intentions 

of all my relatives and friends and in par-

ticular for the intentions of the Holy Fa-

ther” (from “Manual of Prayers,” Midwest 

Theological Forum).�

������������������***********���������������

Act of Contrition O my God, I am hearti-

ly sorry for having offended Thee, and I 

detest all my sins because of thy just pun-

ishments, but most of all because they 

offend Thee, my God, who art all good 

and deserving of all my love. I firmly re-

solve with the help of Thy grace to sin no 

more and to avoid the near occasion of 

sin. Amen.�

�

�
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ARCHITECTSARCHITECTS
ENGINEERSENGINEERS
HOMEHOME
INSPECTIONSINSPECTIONS

119 W.ST.CLAIR119 W.ST.CLAIR
ROMEOROMEO

586.752.5010586.752.5010

OTTO 
SCHEMANSKY SONS
monuments and grave markers

granite & bronze

Phone: (313) 365-5390
www.schemanskymonuments.com

13702 Van Dyke Ave. • Detroit
Since 1883

	 Helpers of God’s 
	 Precious Infants 
	 of Michigan, Inc.

PLEASE ASSIST OUR EFFORTS TO
“Rescue those who are unjustly sentenced 

to death.” - Proverbs 24:11

For more information call 
(313) 530-4539

	 “I would like all men 
	 of the parish to join 
	 our KofC Council.”
	 ~ Father Perrone

JOIN THE GROTTO KNIGHTS!
Contact Grand Knight 

Jeff Parlow to join. 

(248)-894-0608

A Blog by a Grotto Parishioner

Diane M. Korzeniewski

Photos from liturgical events at Grotto; 
select topics in Catholicism; useful links

http://te-deum.blogspot.com

CATERING NOW AVAILABLE
23447 Gratiot Ave., Eastpointe

586-773-4244
Great Food ~ Great People

www.andarysgrill.com

REHABILITATION • SKILLED NURSING

SAMARITAN
5555 Conner Street, 4th Floor

Detroit, Michigan 48213
Tel: 313-344-4100 • Fax: 313-499-5260

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Plumbing? Sewer? Drain Problems? ... We Can Help

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Licensed & Insured Master Plumber

(313) 558-8757 
 WaterWorkPlumbing.com

DOWNEY’S PLUMBING
all types of plumbing repairs

• Sewers Cleaned Electrically	
• 24-Hour Service	
• Visa/MC/Disc Accepted	
• 10% Senior Discount
 586.775.2441

St. Ephrem
Parishioner

Discount
Licensed Master Plumber

Contact Tim Griffith to place an ad today! 
tgriffith@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6441

BUYING/SELLING 
RealEstateForLife.org 

donates to support 
Assumption Grotto! 

FAITHFUL AGENTS WORLDWIDE 

877-LIFE-US1


