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hroughout the Psalms, we hear of the 

coming of the Messiah, but one 

Psalm particularly speaks of the Epiphany 

of the Messiah. It is Psalm 95 and that may 

be the reason it is the first Psalm that be-

gins each day in the Office of Readings. If 

you read it and place that Psalm on the lips 

of the Magi, you will be surprised at how 

the Psalm describes their journey follow-

ing the star, then approaching the manger 

and the Holy Family, and finally, their 

returning to their own country by a route 

that would not cause them to encounter the 

hardened heart of Herod.�

The words speak of the Lord as God over 

all nations. From the deepest places of the 

earth to the summits of the mountains�

the sea and dry land�places that the Magi 

likely passed and considered as they fol-

lowed the star. “O Come, let us worship 

and bow down; let us kneel before the 

Lord our Maker. For He is our God and we 

are the people of his pasture, and the sheep 

of his hand.” Even in the allusion to the sin 

of God’s people in the desert at Meribah 

and Massah, it is as if the Gentiles admon-

ish those whose fathers hardened their 

hearts and tempted God. Or the words 

speak of the hardened heart of Herod who 

would not enter into God’s rest.�

Each generation since then is given a 

choice and that choice is no less real than 

the choice made by the shepherds to hear 

what was told to them and believe. We 

desire to believe what has been told to us 

and we desire to make our journey to God 

through our lives and one day enter into 

God’s rest�a place of light, happiness 

and peace. Let us not choose pride and 

hardness of heart, but, rather, choose 

life.�

Jesus is acknowledged by the angels�

the choirs of heaven, then by the shep-

herds�the poorest of the poor, then by 

the Magi, the greatest of the Gentiles. 

Greatest because they were first to 

acknowledge the salvation offered to the 

Gentiles. If Our Lord had been born at 

the inn, the shepherds might not have 

been able to enter because of their pov-

erty. But because He chose to be born in 

a stable, the shepherds had no trouble 

entering the presence of the newborn 

King�the stable was quite familiar to 

them. The humble stable was suitable 

for both shepherd and Magi.�

Epiphany is the last of the twelve days of 

Christmas. In most countries it is celebrat-

ed on January 6. This year, Epiphany is 

transferred to the Sunday preceding Janu-

ary 6 (today). Other years it may be trans-

ferred to the Sunday following January 6.�

Epiphany is a Greek word meaning 

“manifestation.” In the bible, the word is 

sometimes used in the sense of a “sudden 

manifestation” (Liddell�Scott Greek Eng-

lish Lexicon). The last chapter of the last 

book of the Old Testament, the Book of 

the prophet Malachi says, “and the Lord 

whom you seek will suddenly come to his 

temple; the messenger of the covenant in 

whom you delight, behold, he is coming, 

says the Lord of hosts. But who can en-

dure the day of his coming, and who can 

stand when he appears?” (Mal 3:1). This 

suddenness was in the arms of Mary ac-

companied by St. Joseph when our Lord 

was presented in the Temple. It was Sime-

on and Anna who recognized Him. Our 

Savior, who had been manifested to the 

shepherds within a rude stable, was now 

first manifested to Israel in the most holy 

of places.�

Epiphany is a commemoration of Christ 

being made manifest to the world. It is, as 

such, the birthday of Christ to the Gentiles. 

It is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah 

of Israel and savior of the world. It cele-

brates the adoration of Jesus by the wise 

men, but also Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan 

and at the wedding at Cana.�

The fact that wise men, perhaps royalty, 

came to worship the newborn king of the 

Jews shows the inclusion of the Gentiles in �
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RECTORY BUSINESS HOURS�

Monday�Saturday 9:00am�5:00pm�

Evening hours by appointment�

Rectory� 313�372�0762, FAX 372�2064�

website:�www.assumptiongrotto.com�

email: grottorectory ‘at sign’ameritech.net�

Grotto Gift Shop 313�332�4432 �

Parish Council President�

Anna Graziosi 313�372�0762�

Organist  Ray Long 313�372�0762�

Email: grottomusic ‘at sign’ ameritech.net�

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturdays at 4:00; 

Sundays at 6:30, 9:30 (Tridentine), & Noon�

HOLY DAY MASSES: 6:30, 9:30 

(Tridentine), Noon & evening at 7:00 p.m.�

WEEKDAY MASSES: Monday�Saturday 

7:30  a.m. (all Tridentine).�

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 2:30�3:30, 

Sunday 9:00 & 11:30 a.m.�

BAPTISMS: Every Saturday after the 4:00 

p.m. Mass or Sunday after the Noon Mass. 

Arrange at the Rectory Office.�

BLESSING FOR EXPECTANT 

MOTHERS: After the Noon Mass on the 

first Sunday of the month.�

REGISTRATION: Visit the Rectory or call 

for a form to be sent out to you.�

Monday, January 03, 2022�

7:30 a.m. � Christmas Novena Mass�

Tuesday, � January 04, 2022�

7:30 a.m. � Charles Chase (D)�

Wednesday, � January 05, 2022�

7:30 a.m. � David Joseph Klemmer (D)�

Thursday January 06, 2022�

7:30 a.m. � Augie Anetrini (D)�

Friday, � January 07, 2022 �

7:30 a.m. � Phil Perrone (D)�

Saturday, �January 08, 2022�

7:30 a.m. � Christy Durkee (L)�

4:00 p.m. � Mary Margaret Stump (D)�

Sunday, January 09, 2022�

6:30 a.m. � Margaret Tiano (L)�

9:30 a.m. � People of the Parish�

12:00 p.m. � Raphael Peters (D)�

Holy Father’s Intention for January:�

True Human Fraternity�

“We pray for all those suffering from reli-

gious discrimination and persecution; may 

their own rights and dignity be recog-

nized, which originate from being brothers 

and sisters in the human family.” (https://

www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021�

02/pope�francis�monthly�prayer�intentions

�2022.html)�

Prayer for Pope Francis�

Almighty and everlasting God, have mercy 

upon Thy servant, Pope Francis, our Su-

preme Pontiff, and direct him, according 

to Thy loving kindness, in the way of eter-

nal salvation; that, of Thy gift, he may 

ever desire that which is pleasing unto 

Thee and may accomplish it with all his 

might. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

(recite 1 Our Father & 1 Hail Mary).�

Mass Servers 

Saturday, January 08, 2022�

4:00 p.m.  D. Bastuba, J. Cline�

Sunday, January 09, 2022�

6:30 a.m. S. Noji, M. Grado�

9:30 a.m. K. Garavaglia, A. Santine, M. 

Grado, C. Bueche�

12:00 p.m. M. Chambers, A. & W. 

Remski, G. Welsing, J. & D. Berch�

Readings for the week of 01�02�22�

Sunday: Is 60:1�6/Ps 72:1�2, 7�8, 10�11, 

12�13 [cf.11]/Eph 3:2�3a, 5�6/Mt 2:1�12   �

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22�4:6/Ps 2:7bc�8, 10�

12a/Mt 4:12�17, 23�25 �

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7�10/Ps 72:1�2, 3�4, 7�

8/Mk 6:34�44 �

Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11�18/Ps 72:1�2, 10, 

12�13/Mk 6:45�52 �

Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19�5:4/Ps 72:1�2, 14 

and 15bc, 17/Lk 4:14�22a �

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5�13/Ps 147:12�13, 14�

15, 19�20/Lk 5:12�16�

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14�21/Ps 149:1�2, 3�4, 

5 and 6a and 9b/Jn 3:22�30�

Next Sunday: Is 42:1�4, 6�7/Ps 29:1�2, 

3�4, 3, 9�10 [11b]/Acts 10:34�38/Lk 

3:15�16, 21�22 or, Is 40:1�5, 9�11/Ps 

104:1b�2, 3�4, 24�25, 27�28, 29�30 [1]/

Ti 2:11�14; 3:4�7/Lk 3:15�16, 21�22 �

Requiescat in Pace 

Thomas Michael Reid 

December 12, 2021 

Eternal rest grant unto him O lord 

and let perpetual light shine upon 

him. May his soul and the souls of 

all the faithful departed, through 

the mercy of God, rest in peace. 



Epiphany of the Lord� January 02, 2022�

LORD, his God; And they shall remain, 

for now his greatness shall reach to the 

ends of the earth; he shall be peace.”)�

What should Epiphany be for us today? 

A particular time to pause and 

acknowledge Christ as Lord and Savior 

of all peoples. A particular time to renew 

our desire and free choice to offer true 

and perfect worship of the one God liv-

ing and true. A particular time to renew 

our hope in God and our trust in His 

mercy.�

It seems that the Luminous Mysteries 

should have begun with the visit of the 

Magi instead of the Baptism of the Lord, 

since it was the first manifestation to the 

Gentiles after the Lord had been mani-

fest to the poorest of the poor of Israel�

the shepherds. But much scholarship and 

prayer preceded the choosing of the Lu-

minous meditations�the idea of the 

Luminous Mysteries came about centu-

ries ago. But perhaps the reason the Ma-

gi are not commemorated is because the 

recitation of and meditation on the Lumi-

nous Mysteries places each of us in the 

place of the Magi to meditate on each of 

the manifestations of the Lord as Messi-

ah. The Magi could only see the limited 

manifestation of a child Messiah in a 

manger. We contemplate the many mani-

festations Christ made while he walked 

the earth. We are able to meditate on the 

manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles in 

all five Luminous Mysteries, but more 

remarkably, we enter into the very mys-

teries contemplated in the Luminous 

Mysteries through our baptism, our call 

to live and proclaim the Kingdom, and 

the Institution of the Holy Eucharist.�

“Come let us sing to the Lord and shout 

with joy to the Rock who saves us. Let 

us approach the Lord with praise and 

thanksgiving and sing joyful songs to the 

Lord!” (Psalm 95).�

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊�

Gianna House�

Gianna House Pregnancy and Parenting 

Residence in Eastpointe provides critical 

services and housing for young mothers 

in the community, including education, 

A Vicarious Descant (continued)�

salvation. Salvation comes from the 

Jews, as Jesus told the Samaritan woman 

at the well, but it is offered freely to all 

nations. Their coming means that pagans 

can discover Jesus and worship him as 

the Son of God and Savior of the 

world�as the Catechism teaches (CCC 

528). The Catechism beautifully states, 

“In Mary, the Holy Spirit manifests the 

Son of the Father, now become the Son 

of the Virgin. She is the burning bush of 

the definitive theophany. Filled with the 

Holy Spirit she makes the Word visible 

in the humility of his flesh. It is to the 

poor and the first representatives of the 

gentiles that she makes him 

known” (CCC 724).�

The three gifts of the Magi: gold, frank-

incense and myrrh, are meant to symbol-

ize many things about both the Magi and 

about our Lord, but they are particularly 

symbolic of the Kingship of Christ in the 

gold, the Divinity of Christ in the in-

cense and the suffering of Christ in the 

myrrh. Myrrh was mixed in with the 

wine offered to Jesus on the cross by the 

soldiers, and myrrh was later used in the 

preparation of Christ’s body for burial 

after his Passion and death. You likely 

know what Frankincense smells like�

we use it at all the Masses with incense.�

Scripture foretold the various events that 

would accompany the birth of the Messi-

ah. That Jesus would be recognized by 

the Gentiles, but not his own people, that 

a star would be seen rising from Jacob as 

foretold in the Book of Numbers 

(24:17), that the birth of the Messiah 

would be in Bethlehem as foretold in 

Micah 5:1�3 (“But you, Bethlehem�

Ephrathah too small to be among the 

clans of Judah, From you shall come 

forth for me one who is to be ruler in 

Israel; Whose origin is from of old, from 

ancient times. (Therefore the Lord will 

give them up, until the time when she 

who is to give birth has borne, And the 

rest of his brethren shall return to the 

children of Israel.) He shall stand firm 

and shepherd his flock by the strength of 

the LORD, in the majestic name of the 

life�skills training, medical care, parenting 

classes and support and other vital re-

sources for hundreds of young moms. We 

provide housing for up to one year after 

the baby's birth followed by assistance for 

a successful transition to independent liv-

ing. Please consider making a tax deducti-

ble donation today at 

www.giannahouse.org. �

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊�

Christmas Detroit Area Historic 

Churches Pilgrimage�

On Tuesday, January 4, you are welcome 

to join Prayer Pilgrimages as we visit and 

tour, with informative talks, the following 

seven churches specially decorated during 

Christmas: Sweetest Heart of Mary 

Church, St. Joseph Shrine, Holy Cross 

Hungarian Church, St. Florian Church, 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, Na-

tional Shrine of the Little Flower Basilica, 

& Basilica of Ste. Anne de Detroit with 

Noon Healing Holy Mass. Scheduled 

deluxe motorcoach local pickup depar-

tures & returns from Ss. Cyril & Methodi-

us Parish Center in Sterling Heights (8 

AM departure, 6:30 PM return) & Our 

Lady of the Woods Church in Woodhaven 

(7 AM departure, 7:30 PM return). Cost 

per person is $40 (with lunch on your own 

in Mexicantown). To reserve and/or more 

information: Michael Semaan at (248) 250

�6005 or https://prayerpilgrimages.com/.�

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊�

Volunteers Needed�

Volunteers are needed to help staff the St. 

Vincent de Paul office at St. Raymond’s 

Church. If interested, please contact the 

office at: 313�372�0437. The office runs 

Tuesdays 9:30�11:30 am and Thursdays 

4:30�5:30 pm.��

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊�

Altar Boy Training�

There will be no Altar Boy Training in 

January.�

�
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ENGINEERSENGINEERS
HOMEHOME
INSPECTIONSINSPECTIONS

119 W.ST.CLAIR119 W.ST.CLAIR
ROMEOROMEO

586.752.5010586.752.5010

OTTO 
SCHEMANSKY SONS
monuments and grave markers

granite & bronze

Phone: (313) 365-5390
www.schemanskymonuments.com

13702 Van Dyke Ave. • Detroit
Since 1883

 Helpers of God’s 
 Precious Infants 
 of Michigan, Inc.

PLEASE ASSIST OUR EFFORTS TO
“Rescue those who are unjustly sentenced 

to death.” - Proverbs 24:11

For more information call 
(313) 530-4539

A Blog by a Grotto Parishioner

Diane M. KorzeniewsKi

Photos from liturgical events at Grotto; 
select topics in Catholicism; useful links

http://te-deum.blogspot.com

CATERING NOW AVAILABLE
23447 Gratiot Ave., Eastpointe

586-773-4244
Great Food ~ Great People

www.andarysgrill.com

REHABILITATION • SKILLED NURSING

SAMARITAN
5555 Conner Street, 4th Floor

Detroit, Michigan 48213
Tel: 313-344-4100 • Fax: 313-499-5260

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Plumbing? Sewer? Drain Problems? ... We Can Help

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Licensed & Insured Master Plumber

(313) 558-8757 
 WaterWorkPlumbing.com

DOWNEY’S PLUMBING
all types of plumbing repairs

• Sewers Cleaned Electrically 
• 24-Hour Service 
• Visa/MC/Disc Accepted 
• 10% Senior Discount
 586.775.2441

St. Ephrem
Parishioner

Discount
Licensed Master Plumber

BUYING/SELLING 
RealEstateForLife.org 

donates to support 
Assumption Grotto! 

FAITHFUL AGENTS WORLDWIDE 

877-LIFE-US1

Contact Larry Burgett
to place an ad today! 
lburgett@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6268 


