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Masses in Masontown
M, T, W & F....................... 8:00 am
Saturday .............................4:00 pm
Sunday ............ 8:00 am & 11:30 am
Confessions: Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm
Masses in Footedale
M, T & T ............................ 8:00 am
Saturday: ............................4:00 pm
Sunday ................................ 9:30 am
Confessions: Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm
Office Hours: Monday through
Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Bulletin Articles: The deadline
for placing articles in the bulletin
is Monday at Noon.
New Parishioners, Welcome!
Please register as soon as possible.
Communion to the Homebound is
provided on a regular basis. Call the
Parish Office to be added to our list.
Sacrament of Baptism: By
appointment. Prior to your baby’s
Baptism, you must be a registered,
practicing member of this parish.
Sacrament of Marriage: Requires
parish membership by at least one of
the parties for six months prior to
making arrangements for marriage.
Weddings should be scheduled

one year in advance.
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Thoughts from Fr. Bill . . . . . .
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Happy Third Week of Lent!! Well, it is officially Spring!
Soon it will be baseball season but we are in the midst of March
Madness (basketball season). I hope your favorite team wins!!
For many of us, the world has become mundane. We lose our sense
of mystery without even knowing it. What we miss when we won’t try
to see past the dullness of our own complacency! One of the most powerful stories of wonder and awe can be found in
today’s reading about Moses and the burning bush. Moses was tending to his father-in-law’s flocks when something
caught his eye. Rather than ignoring the impulse to get on with his work, Moses turned his attention to this burning
bush. Only when God saw that Moses was receptive did God reveal himself to Moses. Moses’ receptivity, his capacity
for wonder and awe, opened him up for an encounter with the Divine and he found himself on the holy ground.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Monday we get another deserved break from Lent as we celebrate the Annunciation of the Lord. Saint
Catherine of Siena once said: “O Mary, may you be proclaimed blessed among women for endless ages, for today you
have shared with us your flour. Today the Godhead is joined and kneaded into one dough with our humanity - so
securely that this union could never be broken.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Continuation of the Seven Last Words of Christ

#2 - Woman, here is your son. Here is your mother. (John 19:26-27) Shepherd Lord, as a mother gathers her young
at table, so do you gather God’s children in holy communion. From the cross you call us to transcend the discord of
human relations to form the all-inclusive Body of Christ. Your precious blood was the purchase price for the truth
that we are no longer strangers or aliens, but citizens with the Saints and members of the household of God.
Give us the heart to embrace all people in the kingship of your holy family.
#3 - I am thirsty. (John 19-28) Compassionate Lord, we share your thirst for peace and your hunger for justice,
but too often we drink from dead seas and stagnant ponds. Your vulnerable outcry for refreshment bids us
to quench the thirsts of the soul and the hungers of the heart. How fitting it is that, even in death,
blood and water pour forth from your broken body. Rouse us to drink from the spring of your
living water and the sacred cup of your precious blood … to be continued.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Keep your heart in peace and let nothing trouble you, not even your faults. You must humble yourself and amend them
peacefully, without being discouraged or cast down for God’s dwelling is in peace. (Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------I want to thank those who have given to this year’s DLA campaign.
As of today we have received 53 gifts for a total of $10,109. To those who have yet to give,
I ask that you prayerfully consider a gift to this year’s DLA. Thank you and God bless you!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thoughts on Mission of the Church

Because of the blessings God has bestowed on our nation and the power it possesses, the United States bears
a special responsibility in its stewardship of God’s creation to shape responses that serve the entire human family.
As pastors, teachers and citizens, we bishops seek to contribute to our national dialogue by examining the ethical
implications of climate change. (Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence and the Common Good, 6)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question of the Week: How am I like the fig tree that had not borne fruit? How can I bear fruit in the year ahead?
Our Psalm Response this week, “The Lord is kind and merciful,”
reminds us that the Lord can lead us from slavery to freedom.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Peace, Fr.

Bill

Let’s Go Pens!

Trying to live a full life in the service of the Lord, failing frequently and falling on the mercy of God each time.

Third Sunday of Lent

Mid-Lent Check-In

God says to Moses, “This is what you shall tell
the Israelites: I AM sent me to you … the Lord, the God
of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
the God of Jacob.” As Jesus would later say, God is not
a God of the dead but of the living and so we believe that
the dead will one day rise.
At this midpoint of Lent, we pause to consider
how our repentance is leading us to the Resurrection, to
our reunion with the great “I AM.” Part of our repentance involves working to secure justice for all and helping our neighbor to live in God’s ways. We encourage
each other and nurture each other, like the compassionate
gardener of today’s Gospel, who tells the owner of the
orchard that he will nurture the tree, fertilize it and perhaps it will bear fruit.
The Lord secures justice and the rights
of all the oppressed. - Psalm 103:6

† S t a ti on s of th e C r o s s

Wednesday, March 27, 6:30 pm in Masontown
Friday, March 29, 12:00 pm in Footedale
A dor ation of th e Blesse d S acrament
takes place one hour before Stations begin
On Friday, April 5, Bishop Malesic will lead
the Stations of the Cross at Noon in Footedale.
All are welcome and encouraged to join us!
———————————————————————
Faith Formation at Saint Francis of Assisi Today
10/11:15 am in Masontown, St. Benedict Learning Center
10:30/11:45 am in Footedale, Church Basement
Lenten Book Study - Monday, March 25 - 6:30 pm
in Masontown. It’s not too late to join us!
Lenten Discussion on Silence
Tuesday, March 26 - 6:00 pm at Dolfi’s. The presenter
will be a professor from Seton Hill. Register by placing
your name on the sheets near the church entrances.
SFOA Youth Ministry seeks donations of filled Easter
Eggs for the annual Easter Egg Hunt. If you have these
items to donate, please drop them off at the social hall.
A-Tisket-a-Tasket, Please Decorate an Easter Basket
Children from preschool through 6th grade are invited
to decorate an Easter basket and bring it to the cafeteria
in Masontown on Sunday, April 7, 11 am to Noon. All
participants will receive a special treat so plan to hop in!
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Stewardship

The parable in today’s Gospel clearly warns that
we, like the fig tree, will be judged by our fruit. While
God mercifully provides us with time and opportunity, let
us give witness to our faith with deeds of kindness and
generosity!
Stewardship of Treasure
Thank you for last Sunday’s offertory
$6,849; children $16; loose $404;
Lenten Folders $220 for a total of $7,489.
384 envelopes were used of 816 issued.
Offertory needed weekly $12,600.
We also collected $1,459 for the Care of our Cemeteries:
St. Mary OLPH $406; St. Agnes $304; St. Thomas $271;
St. Procopius $187; Holy Rosary $180; Madonna $111

Thank you to the Christian Mothers for their extraordinary gift of $5,000.00 to the parish! God bless you!!
Thank you to Michael Bello who purchased the Paschal
Candle in Footedale in memory of his grandparents
Mike & Betty Olesh and Steve & Rose Bello and to
Kimberly Revak who purchased the Paschal Candle in
Masontown in memory of her father, Frank Revak, Sr.
DIOCESAN LENTEN APPEAL
“Open your heart to HOPE,” the 2019
Diocesan Lenten Appeal, helps HOPE grow.
Go to dioceseofgreensburg.org/HOPE for a video
of Bishop Malesic describing how the DLA
grows our faith so we can share it with others.
To make an online DLA donation to your parish
visit dioceseofgreensburg.org/HOPE.
DLA - Commitment Weekend
Through our Baptism, we are called to be stewards
or caretakers of the many gifts we have received from
our gracious and loving God. In this Holy Season of
Lent, we are moved to share our gifts, in gratitude for
the blessings we have received. This year at Saint Francis
of Assisi, all monies received above our diocesan target
will be used to help maintain our six parish cemeteries.
T ha nk y o u to all who have made a commitment
to this year’s appeal. If you did not receive a mailing
regarding this appeal, DLA envelopes are available
at the entrances of both worship sites.

Tre asu r es Fr o m O u r T ra di t i on
By now, many may have failed in Lenten discipline to some measure or another: the daily donut is
simply too alluring or a furtive puff on a cigarette irresistible. There is meaning even in the failure, though, a kind
of reminder that we cannot save ourselves.
Part of the power of Lent is that we do it together
and although individuals decide on different ways to keep
it, it is fundamentally the same journey. We fall, we get
up, we keep moving. The desire to “give something up”
for Lent is an age-old impulse in the Christian heart. We
get better at it over the years and move more deeply into
the meaning and message of acts of sacrifice; so there is
no shame in stumbling, as long as we are not discouraged
by the failure and give up. We are clearing space in our
lives, after all, and some of the things we desire to give
up are worth rooting out completely anyway.
What do we do with the space we have cleared
out by our sacrifice? The Lenten question of giving up is
balanced by the Easter question of our response to
Christ’s embrace of us in love: “What are you taking on
for Easter?”
“We proclaim Christ crucified.” Saint Paul’s words
come to us on this, the mid-point of our Lenten journey.
As we listen to the challenging words of today’s
scriptures, let us remember that it is the cross of Christ
that reveals the central truth of our Christian faith.
For on that cross, the Lord took upon Himself the sins
of all and won salvation for those who would turn
away from sin and believe in the Gospel.
Why do we continue to climb that hill day
after day for water when we have been
given everlasting water by the One who
came to reconcile us to the Father?
Those seeking to be cleansed in baptismal
waters at Easter go through Scrutinies
"to uncover, then heal all that is weak,
defective, or sinful in the hearts of the
elect; to bring out, then strengthen all that
is upright, strong, and good." (RCIA 141)
The story of the woman at the well speaks to all of us of
everlasting water that heals us and gives us strength for
the journey. There are those among us who long for this.
We who have been marked for Christ a long time ago
already possess it but too often we continue to climb high
hills looking for something else to satisfy us. The Samaritan woman leaves behind her container at the well when
she leaves, for there is no reason for her ever to return.
You and I have left our vessels at the well also. Stop
climbing that hill. Today, as you listen to the words of
the Scrutiny prayers and ritual, let us be resolved to drink
again from that everlasting water God has given to us.

During the penitential season of Lent, we are
encouraged to turn from sin and darkness and have a
change of heart as we embrace and are embraced by
Christ’s love. We are encouraged to be reconciled
to the Lord early and often in this holy season.

L e n t en P e na n c e S er v i c e s
Tuesday, March 26 - 7:00 pm
St. Peter, Brownsville
Thursday, April 4 - 7:00 pm
St. Joseph, Uniontown
Sunday, April 7 - 3:00 pm
St. Joan of Arc, Farmington
Tuesday, April 9 - 7:00 pm
St. Francis of Assisi, Footedale site
Saturday, April 13 - 1:00 pm
St. Therese, Uniontown
Holy Rosary Cemetery - On February 25, we received a
report that 35 headstones were overturned. Since then, an
investigation involving the Redstone Township Police
and the Diocesan Insurance Office has taken place to determine if the damage was caused by vandalism or the
strong windstorm that hit our area that weekend. As of
Tuesday, March 19, the investigation was near completion and ready to be forwarded to the Diocese. At this
point, we are awaiting word as to how to proceed with
repairs. Thank you for your patience during this process.
† The Fridays of Lent are to be
“meatless” for all Catholics.
Lenten Fish Dinners at Saint Francis of Assisi
hosted by the Christian Mothers, the Fridays of Lent
11:00 am to 6:30 pm at the social hall in Footedale.
Lunch $7; Dinner $10 (adults); $5 (children).
This week’s special is homemade haluski.
For take-outs and information - 724-245-2932
———————————————————————
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry - Friday 10am/6pm at
the K of C Council Home in Masontown - 724-583-8210.
Albert Gallatin Human Services Agency, 33 S. Main St.,
Masontown, is in need of volunteers to deliver Meals
on Wheels to area shut-ins - mornings 8:15 to 9:15.
For information, call Teri or Kristin - 724-583-7822.

Saturday, March 23 -- Vigil: 3rd Sunday of Lent
4:00 pm-M (T)
Joe Seiaman Jr. (Cheryl Farrier)
4:00 pm-F (B)
Our Parish Family
Sunday, March 24 -- 3rd Sunday of Lent
8:00 am-M (T)
Deceased Zatlokovicz/McNansky Fam.
9:30 am-F (B)
Donald Kromer (Arna Lee Kufrin)
11:30 am-M (B)
Elizabeth Moser (Mary Anne Hritz)
Monday, March 25 -- The Annunciation of the Lord
8:00 am-M
Our Parish Family
8:00 am-F
Bonnie Brenzy (Stickler/Brenzy Family)
Tuesday, March 26 -- Lenten Weekday
8:00 am-M
Viola (Novesl) Sautter (Marge Turner)
8:00 am-F
Joseph Labons (Christine Bryan)
Wednesday, March 27 -- Lenten Weekday
8:00 am-M
Beverly Smithly (Anonymous)
6:30 pm-M
Stations of the Cross
Thursday, March 28 -- Lenten Weekday
8:00 am-M
Communion Service
8:00 am-F
Donald Marucci (Mark Ratesic)
Friday, March 29 -- Lenten Weekday
8:00 am-M
Thomas Gashie (Steve/Joann Burless)
12:00 pm-F
Stations of the Cross
Saturday, March 30 -- Vigil: 4th Sunday of Lent
3:00-3:30 pm
Confessions
4:00 pm-M (B) Thomas Mikula (MaryAnn/Dave Ballant)
3:00-3:30 pm
Confessions
4:00 pm-F (T)
Ann Arnold (Donna Waslousky)
Sunday, March 31 -- 4th Sunday of Lent
8:00 am-M (B)
Helen Felio (Bill & Elaine Hruska)
9:30 am-F (B)
65th Anniversary Gloria & Marty Magerko
11:30 am-M (T) Cheryl Ann Pulig (Richard Pulig & Family)
(B) Fr. Bill / (T) Fr. Thumma

Sunday Regional Mass: 5:30 pm at
Saints Cyril & Methodius Church, Fairchance

Mass Readings for the Week Ahead
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday:

Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38
Dn 3:25-43; Mt 18:21-35
Dt 4:1-9; Mt 5:17-19
Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23
Hos 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34
Hos 6:1-6; Lk 18:9-14
Jos 5:9-12; 2 Cor 5:17-21; Lk 15:1-32

Welcome Spring! “Came the Spring with all
its splendor; all its birds and all its blossoms;
all its flowers and leaves and grasses.”
- Longfellow, Hiawatha

The Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord,
celebrated Monday (nine months from Christmas), is the
perfect Marian feast for Lent, these forty days when our
hearts and spirits are especially opened to the presence
of Gabriel’s announcement that the Lord is with us, that
we have nothing to fear, that we have been called by
God to be bearers of Christ.

Inspiration for the Week

If salvation history teaches us anything, it’s that
God is very patient. Time and time again, people have
wandered away from Him and He has sent prophet after
prophet to lead them back. To show us just how much
He does love us, He sent us His Son who revealed this
unconditional love in all that He said and did. This
Lenten season is an opportunity to repent and turn back.
The mystery of God’s presence is revealed in and
through the ordinary events of life as the birth of Christ
reminds us. God told Moses through the burning bush,
“I am who am” and so He reminds us today. Let us turn
away no more and turn back to truth.

Memorial Candles burn this week in loving
memory of or for the special intention of:
† Blessed Mother - Mary Leshinsky
requested by Mary Michalik
† Saint Joseph - Robert H. Brown
requested by Mary Anne Hritz
† Sacred Heart - Robert Joseph Carpeal, Jr.
requested by his parents,
Rob & Judy Carpeal & Family

HAIR LAIR
& TANNING

John
M. Fabry

CFSP, CPC,

724-583-9550

Funeral Director

JOHN S. MAYKUTH JR.
FUNERAL HOME
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

724-583-8811

Custom
Monuments
& More

148 Hatfield Rd., Smock

724-245-7200

Owner: Charlene Sinclair Augustine
sinclairpersonalcarehome@hotmail.com

john.fabry@verizon.net

1878 McClellandtown Rd

Masontown • 724-952-1040

FREE DELIVERY

603 North Gallatin Ave., Extension, Uniontown, PA 15401
Phone: 724-437-2756
www.hakyfuneralhome.com

Store Hours:
M-F 9-9 Sat-Sun 9-5

Stephanie Haky Georgiana, FD, Licensed Supervisor

Since 1900

J & J Mechanical

Residential Heating & Cooling
Your Local, Authorized Lennox Dealer

~ 724-583-2687 ~

201 North Main

Mason Town

W.B. Kania & Associates

Certified Public Accountants
Phone: (724) 437-2731
Fax: (724) 437-2952

Terravecchia
home for funerals, inc.
www.terravecchiafh.com

Michael K. Sauritch
supervisor

John S. Terravecchia
owner/funeral director

724-583-7777 • 515 N. Main Street • Masontown, PA 15461

Ralph’s Garage Doors

Compliments of

Kathleen Packroni

Sales • Service • Installation
Doors & Parts • Electric Openers

Tax Collector

(724) 966-2879

407 N. Main St. • Masontown
“Where Our Noodle is Always Al’Dente”
Kathleen Broadwater, Owner
16 Legion Street, Republic, PA 15475
724-246-8889 or 724-785-3036
Like us on Facebook

JONATHAN P. KRIZNER, D.D.S.
600 CHERRY TREE LN.
UNIONTOWN, PA 15401
Telephone (724) 438-0241

Office Hours By Appointment

Carmichaels

compliments of

Jerry’s Catering Service

71 North Mt. Vernon Avenue
Uniontown, PA 15401

David A. Berish, CIC
Samuel T. Berish AAI

Care Home, LLC

at Sylvan Heights Cemetery

New Salem, PA

BERISH
AGENCY, INC.

Sinclair Personal

John P. Duke - Supervisor
20 N. Mill St.
New Salem, PA 15468
O: 724.245.9261
F: 724.245.2909

Stephen R. Haky Funeral Home, Inc.

DEARTH FUNERAL
HOME
Clark B. Dearth

Robert T. Kish - Supervisor
1 Legion Street
Republic, PA 15475
O: 724.246.9466
F: 724.246.9467

508 EAST CHURCH
ST. MASONTOWN

Ben’s Auto Parts SINCE
1976

For all your body shop supplies and mechanical needs!
107 River Avenue • Masontown, PA 15461

Phone:
724-583-8335
Fax:
724-583-9656 724-583-7766
1-800-446-8335

Email:
bensautopa
@gmail.com

Insurance - Real Estate

12 S. Main St. • Masontown

724-583-7767

Fax 724-583-7792
berishagency@atlanticbb.net

Cloverdale Personal
Care Home

206 Westwood Avenue, Masontown

724-583-0620

Carol Assad, Andy Assad - Owners

Contact LaDeen McCray-Davis to place an ad today!
lmccray-davis@4lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6286

H & H WATER
CONTROLS, INC.
565 Route 88 • Carmichaels, PA 15320

PA DEP Water Lab Certification • O & M Service/Repairs • NPDES Wastewater Analysis
Process Controls • Industrial Water Analysis • Utility Billing Services • Contract Operations • Training Services

RESIDENTIAL WATER ANALYSIS -

(724) 966-2278

See the
Detweiler Boys!

The Area’s Oldest Monument Company
50 E. Fayette St., Uniontown, PA 15401
438-5200, After 6:00 p.m. 439-1163

DETWEILER
Inc.
Rt. 21, McClellandtown Rd.
724-737-6321

TRI-COUNTY HVAC
Sales • Service
Installations

FULL SERVICE AUTO KOPEC INSURANCE AGENCY
Lud Kopec • Cristy Kopec-Frantz
REPAIR & SALES
Celebrating

25
Years!

An Independent Agency Representing
the Erie Insurance Group

42 RIVER AVE. • MASONTOWN • 724-583-1944 211 S. Main St. • Masontown • (724) 583-2634

4-D-5-3

-FREE ESTIMATES-

Call Terry or Tyler 724-785-7171

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0702

