
�

Rev. Marlon Pates, Pastor�

mpates@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

Monday, Wednesday, Friday����8:00 am�

Saturday������������������������������4:00 pm�

Sunday��������������8:00 am & 11:30 am�

�

Confessions: Saturday 3:00�3:30 pm�

�

�

Tuesday & Thursday������������8:00 am�

Saturday:�����������������������������4:00 pm�

Sunday����������������������������������9:30 am�

�

Confessions:  Saturday 3:00�3:30 pm�

�

Office Hours:  Monday through 

Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm�

�

Bulletin Articles:  The deadline�

for placing articles in the bulletin�

is Monday at Noon.�

�

New Parishioners, Welcome!�

Please register as soon as possible.  �

�

Communion to the Homebound is 

provided on a regular basis.  Call the 

Parish Office to be added to our list.�

�

Sacrament of Baptism:  By 

appointment.  Prior to your baby’s 

Baptism, you must be a registered, 

practicing member of this parish.�

�

Sacrament of Marriage:  Requires 

parish membership by at least one of 

the parties for six months prior to 

making arrangements for marriage.  

Weddings should be scheduled�

one year in advance.�

�

Prayer Chain:  To request prayer , 

please call Patty 724�245�9746�

or Valeria 724�583�9460�

August 8, 2021�

R O M A N  C A T H O L I C  P A R I S H �

�

101 West Church Avenue�

Masontown, Pennsylvania  15461�

Phone:  724�583�7866 • Fax:  724�583�0373�

Website:  www.sfoafayette.org�

email:  sfoafayette@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg�

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust�

Saint Francis of Assisi�



�

�

� We are a people who love to complain.  We are a people who love to murmur. 

And this is also true to the people during the time of Jesus.  Our gospel starts by saying 

that as soon as the Lord said to the people:  “I am the Bread that came down from 

heaven,” they murmured to one another.  They started to say:  “Is this not Jesus, the son 

of Joseph?  Do we not know his father and mother?  Then how can he say, ‘I have come 

down from heaven?’”�

                                                                                                           �

� Another past time that we have as human beings is that we love to talk too much. 

I remember when I was still in the seminary that our formators (Priests assigned in the seminary) would 

constantly remind us not to talk too much.  And that we have to shut up so that God can talk to us in silence.  

This is theologically correct.  How can God talk to us when we are never listening?  In our first reading (1 Kgs 

19:4�8), Elijah discovered that God didn’t speak in the thunderstorm or in the earthquake or the noise of the 

mighty wind.  God spoke in the gentle breeze.  But how are we going to hear the gentle breeze of the Lord 

when the stereo is turned up to full volume or the television is blushing away or nobody stops talking long 

enough to listen to himself or to anyone else or to the Lord?  How can we listen to the Lord if our cellular 

phone is still turn on while we are attending Masses?�

�

� One of our most common human faults is gossip.  A Sociology book had also said that the average 

individual speaks about 18,000 words a day � a lot more than that.  A lot of those words are not really very 

important, as we all know, so it’s not surprising that we all fall into gossip at one time or another.  Gossip is 

careless talk against people and about people in their absence.  Moral theologians define gossip as defamation. 

When we gossip, we destroy the good name of another person.  We “defame” them.  The theologians also 

distinguish two kinds of defamation.  Detraction or slander is the unjust or unfair revelation of another 

person’s real but hidden or secret faults.  If I tell to my friends about the past secrets of a friend of mine too, 

that’s slander.  The other kind is calumny which is the untruthful imputing of some faults to another which he 

did not actually commit.�

�

� St. Thomas says:  “It is a serious matter to gossip and take away the good name of another, because 

among our temporal possessions nothing is more precious than our good name.  If we do not have a good 

name, we are prevented from doing many good things.  Therefore, it said:  take care of your good name, for 

this will be a more lasting possession than a thousand valuable and precious treasures.  Therefore, detraction or 

gossip is grievously sinful.”�

�

� The point is that, murmuring, talking so much and gossip do not solve the situation.  Let us stop doing 

all these and talk to God and in this sense so that we may be able to discover enlightenment and grace.�

�

� But what Jesus says that He is the living bread that came down from heaven and gives us eternal life is 

not a gossip but true.  And then there are things we need to be concerned with just before we come to 

Communion.  These are the elements of our proximate preparation.  For example, concerning our clothing: 

Does our attire remind us that we are about to receive the King of kings and the Lord of lords?  Or does it 

remind us of something else?�

�

� Concerning our thoughts:  As we come down the aisle at Communion time, do we focus our thoughts 

on Jesus?  Or are we thinking about what we’re planning to do after Mass?  Or are we focused on the people 

around us?�

�

� Concerning our actions:  Do we approach the altar with hands folded?  Do we make an act of reverence 

before we receive if we receive in the hand, do we make a fitting throne for the Lord and do we step to one 

side and consume the host reverently at the foot of the sanctuary?�

�

� Concerning our words:  When the priest or extraordinary minister says, “The Body of Christ,” do we 

respond with a faith�filled and enthusiastic “Amen”?�

�

� Fruitful reception of the Holy Eucharist makes a big difference.  According to Jesus, it not only gives 

us spiritual strength for this life, it also brings us one step closer to heaven.  May all of us prepare properly and 

then receive fruitfully as often as possible.

�

Fr. Marlon’s Reflections � 19

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time (John 6:41�51)�



� � �

CIVIL DISCOURSE�

� “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God.”  These 

words bring us up short!  What could we be doing to 

grieve the Holy Spirit?  Alas, the same things that the 

Ephesians were doing in the time of Paul, that is, 

fighting, shouting, reviling each other with fury, anger 

and malice.  Just tune in to talk radio some day or ob-

serve some “road rage” on the expressway.  If we who 

are partakers of the Body of Christ can treat one another 

this way, what does that mean about our belief in Christ’s 

message of peace and reconciliation?  The Eucharist is 

the sacrament of unity.  It is communion with God and 

with each other.  A good first step would be to speak civ-

illy to each other, even in disagreement!�

�

Friendship is like a bank account.  You can’t continue to 

draw on it without making deposits.  � Anonymous�

�

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK�

� Are we willing to be taught by God?  If we are, 

then we will begin to see things and make judgments us-

ing a Divine lens.  Often, we perceive things with purely 

human eyes and reference points.  When we do this, real-

ity can lose its Divine spark and we miss what God is 

trying to say.  When using human eyes exclusively, Jesus 

is at best perceived simply as a prophet who has some 

wise things to say.  The human element has a difficult 

time seeing Jesus’ divinity and recognizing him as the 

Bread of Life that comes down from heaven.  We can 

easily get stuck on Jesus’ human associations and over-

look the marvelous wonders God wants us to see.  If we 

really allow ourselves to be taught by God, we will then 

come to see the truth about Jesus and the abundant ever-

lasting life God offers.  Jesus becomes the key that un-

locks all of our relationships: with God, others, ourselves, 

and creation.  He, as the true and lasting bread from heav-

en, shows us the gifts of faith, hope, and love that God 

bestows on us.  Through this divine lens we see that all 

life sparkles and glows with God’s love.�

�

PRACTICE OF HOPE�

� Our family and friends who live the most ordi-

nary lives may be models of the Christ�centered life.  The 

Jews murmured about Jesus who grew up in their com-

munity, disbelieving that He could be the “living bread.”  

The Second Vatican Council’s Dogmatic Constitution on 

the Church points out in paragraph 10 that, as baptized 

persons, we have the responsibility to witness Christ to 

the world through our faith�filled actions and prayer.  In 

essence, we need to be living bread for this troubled 

world.  Try praying through the news as you watch and 

listen to accounts of suffering.  Become more aware of 

brothers and sisters in every country who struggle for 

basic necessities.  Become “living bread” for others.�

FAITH FORMATION NEWS�

� Welcome back to in�person Faith Formation!  

Enrollment is currently available for the 2021�2022 Faith 

Formation Classes which begin Sunday, September 12, 

10:30 to 11:45 am, in Footedale.�

� Classes begin with pre�school and go through 7

th

 

grade (Confirmation Preparation Class).  By enrolling 

each one of your children early, we will have a better 

idea of how many textbooks and supplies will be needed.�

� Enrollment packets are available at the entrances 

of both sites.  You can mail or drop off the enrollment 

forms at the Parish Office or place them in the collection 

basket in an envelope marked “Enrollment.”�

� The more children pre�enrolled will save us time 

on the first day of class.  Please contact Kim Stavish, 

Faith Formation Coordinator, with questions or concerns:  

kimm70ee@yahoo.com or 724�366�8901.�

�

MINISTRY OF CANTOR TRAINING�

� We have arranged with a professional Cantor/

Psalmist for training of all current and new cantors for 

both locations on Wednesday, August 18, 6:30/8:30 pm 

at the Footedale Worship Site.  Our  clinician will be 

Mr. Daniel F. Kovacic, MM Director of Music Ministry, 

Resurrection Parish, Bethel Park.  Daniel holds a Bache-

lor Degree in Vocal Performance from Seton Hill Univer-

sity as well as a Masters Degree in Choral Conducting 

from West Virginia University.  He will guide us through 

important training in technique and procedures.�

� Cantors must be parishioners age 16 and above 

with a pleasant singing voice and the ability to engage 

and lead the congregation in sung prayer.�

� Interested persons are asked to contact Carletta 

Fronczek (cfronczek@dioceseofgreensburg,org) or Eric 

Blanda (eblanda@dioceseofgreensburg.org) so that suffi-

cient handouts can be prepared.  Only those attending the 

training will be eligible to serve in the ministry of Cantor.�

�

The Practice of Stewardship�

The gifts of God that the angel brought to Elijah � food, 

water, rest and encouragement � were given, not for his 

own good alone, but to strengthen him for service.�

How am I using my gifts to serve others?�

�

�

�

August 1:  $6,192; loose $253; monthly $932;�

children $3; online $97 totaling $7,477�

304 envelopes used of 816 issued�

We also collected $210 for our Social Ministry Fund�

�

Our Parish is very grateful for your continued�

support � especially during this critical time!�



Sacred Steps�

�

Sacramental Celebrations�

at Saint Francis of Assisi Parish�

�

Parish Sympathy is expressed to the families of�

† Mary Catherine (Malaspina) Matis�

who was buried Wednesday, August 4�

† Martha Sue “Susie” Cassidy�

who was buried Saturday, August 7�

�

May God grant them eternal life and comfort�

their families.  May they rest in peace.�

�

Masontown Matters is hosting a free concert in the�

German Masontown Park on Sunday, August 15.�

It starts at 7pm at the amphitheater.  Light refreshments 

will be for sale.  Bring your lawn chair & enjoy the music 

of the Carmichaels Post 400 American Legion Band.�

This band is one of two in the State of Pennsylvania.�

�

The 32

nd

 Annual Rosary Walk takes place at 2pm on  

Sunday, September 19, beginning at St. George Church.�

�

�

With joy and thanksgiving to God, the Diocese of�

Greensburg announces that Bishop Larry J. Kulick�

has called Mr. Andrew Hamilton to be admitted to�

Candidacy to Holy Orders.  Bishop Kulick will�

 confer the Rite of Admission to Candidacy within�

Mass at 5:00 pm on Saturday, August 21, at Christ,�

Prince of Peace Church, Ford City.  Please keep�

Andrew and all of our seminarians in your prayers.�

�

Wednesday, August 11, is the Feast of Saint Clare of 

Assisi (1193�1253).  She was one of the first followers�

of Saint Francis of Assisi and the foundress of the Poor 

Clares.  Her parents wanted her to marry a rich man but 

she fled and Francis received her into religious life.�

She remained close to Francis and cared for him in his 

illnesses.  After Francis died, Clare fought to maintain 

the unique spirituality of the Poor Clares and is the first 

woman known to have written a monastic rule.�

She is depicted holding a monstrance, ciborium, or pyx 

because of a tradition that she warded off invaders in 

1234 by displaying the Blessed Sacrament.  She is�

a patron saint of those afflicted with eye diseases.�

�

PASTA DINNER & BASKET RAFFLE�

�

Sunday, August 8, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm�

at the social hall in Footedale�

�

The menu:  Pasta (spaghetti, penne or  linguine)�

Choice of Sauce (traditional red with meatballs,�

Alfredo sauce with chicken or Aioli)�

Tossed Salad, Italian bread & butter and beverage�

�

The cost:  $8.00 for  adults;�

$4.00 for children age 12 and under�

�

Eat in or take out.  To order, call 724�245�2932�

�

EVERYONE is invited to join us!!!�

Thank you for  memor ia l donat ions to�

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish given in memory of�

Dolores Puscian Love, Elaine�

Martin Magerko Jr. by LuAnn & Mary Lou Drzazgowski�

Mary Matis by Elaine Edenfield�

�

The obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy�

Days begins on Sunday, August 15, the Solemnity�

of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.�

�

This obligation, as is always the case, does not apply�

to those who are seriously ill, have a serious health�

risk, as well as those who have serious anxiety of�

being a part of large groups at this time.  Likewise,�

the obligation does not apply to those who care�

for those who cannot attend Mass in person.�

Bishop Larry J. Kulick will celebrate Mass and lead a 

candlelight rosary procession for  the Solemnity of 

Our Lady of The Assumption on Sunday, August 15, at 

7:00 pm at Christ Our Shepherd Center, Greensburg.�

Let us pray together to our diocesan patroness, Our Lady 

of the Assumption, for her intercession and blessing as 

we celebrate the 70th anniversary of our Diocese.�

�

Bishop Kulick desires to recognize all couples celebrat-

ing their 50

th

 wedding anniversary in 2021.  Couples will 

be invited to join the Bishop for a Golden Wedding�

Anniversary Mass to be celebrated in Blessed Sacra-

ment Cathedral on Sunday, September 19.  All registered 

couples, including those unable to attend the Mass, will 

receive commemorative scrolls signed by the Bishop.�

�

Complimentary copies of the August issue of Magnificat 

magazine are available at the church entrances�

featuring readings for each Sunday and weekday, daily 

reflections on the Gospel; a fresh take on the lives of the 

saints; beautiful prayers for both morning and evening, 

drawn from the riches of the Liturgy of the Hours.�



 �

 Saturday, August 7 �� Vigil:  19th Ordinary Sunday�

  4:00 pm�M � Teddi Cerullo (Family)�

  4:00 pm�F � Elaine Rosnack (Loretta Leoni)�

�

 Sunday, August 8 �� 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

  8:00 am�M � Marie Ferranti (James & Renee Young)�

  8:00 am�F � William Sr. & Helen Holloman (Family)�

11:30 am�M � Michael Zumerling (Wife, Irene)�

 Monday, August 9 �� Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross�

  8:00 am�M� Anna Gluvna (M/M Alex Merkosky)�

�

 Tuesday, August 10 �� Saint Lawrence�

  8:00 am�F� Bridget M. Berisko (Sons Philip/Raymond)�

�

 Wednesday, August 11 �� Saint Clare�

  8:00 am�M� Betty Berish (Theresa Chory)�

   �

 Thursday, August 12 �� Saint Jane Frances de Chantal�

  8:00 am�F� Joseph Novotny (David/Libby Kenney)�

 �

 Friday, August 13 �� Saints Pontian & Hippolytus�

  8:00 am�M� Joseph Dulik (Bob & Betty Berish)�

 �

 Saturday, August 14 �� Vigil:  Assumption of Mary�

  3�3:30 pm�M� Confessions �

  4:00 pm�M � Shirley Beck (Diane & Lisa)�

�

  3�3:30 pm�F� Confessions�

*4:00 pm�F � Mehalek & Traversari Families (Family)�

 �

 Sunday, August 15 �� Assumption of Mary

  8:00 am�M � Velma Sefcik (Anita Nolle)�

  9:30 am�F � Bill, Vincent, David Kish (P Sandrosky)�

 11:30 am�M � Jack Andrews (Frank & Mary Maykuth)�

� �

Mass Readings for the Week Ahead  �

�

  Monday:� Dt 10:12�22; Mt 17:22�27�

  Tuesday:� 2 Cor 9:6�10; Jn 12:24�26�

  Wednesday:� Dt 34:1�12; Mt 18:15�20�

  Thursday:� Jas 3:7�17; Mt 18:21�19:1�

  Friday:� Jos 24:1�13; Mt 19:3�12�

  Saturday:� Jos 24:14�29; Mt 19:13�15�

  Next Sunday:  Rv 11:19a; 12:1�10b; 1 Cor 15:20�27; Lk 1:39�56�

�

Memorial Candles burn this week in loving�

memory of or for the special intention of:�

�

† Sanctuary � Wayne Edenfield�

requested by his wife with love�

�

† Blessed Mother � Mary Ziots�

requested by Elaine Boyd�

�

Mike Zumerling�

requested by wife, Irene & Family�

�

† Saint Joseph � Joseph E. Glad�

requested by Joseph & Joyce Glad�

�

† Sacred Heart � Elaine Rosnack�

requested by Mary Anne Hritz�

�

Father Marlon will be away from the parish�

August 16�20 for Priests Spiritual Retreat.�

�

As you know, the Canon Law is very clear in its�

requirement of a yearly retreat for priests.  Canon 276 §2 

states:  “Priests are equally bound to make time for�

spiritual retreats according to the prescripts of�

particular law.”  Retreat is greatly needed by priests to 

make time for themselves to be recharged.  Otherwise, 

priests risk becoming channels and burning out, with�

no water for themselves.  In this connection, there will�

be NO daily Mass on these days.  Please pray for �

Father Marlon’s fruitful retreat with the Lord!�

�

*PLEASE NOTE:  The 4:00 pm Mass on Saturday,�

August 14, in Footedale will be held outdoors at�

the Saint Maximilian Kolbe shrine � bring a chair!�

A pie social will follow in the social hall.�

How privileged we are to receive that same bread�

of life every time we receive the Eucharist!  How hard�

 it can be at times to believe that we can experience�

miracles!  God wants to work within each one of us at 

every Mass, filling us with courage, strength and faith,�

but it can be so easy to “grieve” the Holy Spirit by�

having much lower expectations than God Himself has.�

Don’t minimize what Jesus can do when He comes to us 

in Communion.  Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit.  Inner�

healing, newfound courage, deeper revelation, more�

abiding wisdom � all this and more is ours for the asking.  

Today at Mass we have the opportunity of becoming one 

in the Spirit with none other than the Lord Jesus Christ.�

�

PASTA DINNER & BASKET RAFFLE�

11:00 am to 4:00 pm TODAY�

at the social hall in Footedale�

Please join us!�



 4-D-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0702

DEARTH FUNERAL HOMEDEARTH FUNERAL HOME

New Salem, PANew Salem, PA
Clark B. Dearth               Clark B. Dearth               Since 1900

Compliments of

Kathleen Packroni
Tax Collector

407 N. Main St. • Masontown

JONATHAN P. KRIZNER, D.D.S.
600 CHERRY TREE LN.
UNIONTOWN, PA 15401

Telephone (724) 438-0241
Office Hours By Appointment

The AreA’s OldesT MOnuMenT COMpAny
50 e. FAyeTTe sT., uniOnTOwn, pA 15401
438-5200, After 6:00 p.m. 439-1163

KOPEC INSURANCE AGENCY
Lud Kopec • Cristy Kopec-Frantz

 An Independent Agency Representing
 the Erie Insurance Group

211 S. Main St. • Masontown • (724) 583-2634

BERISH
AGENCY, INC.

David A. Berish, CIC
Samuel T. Berish AAI
Insurance - Real Estate

12 S. Main St. • Masontown
724-583-7767
Fax 724-583-7792

berishagency@atlanticbb.net

42 RIVER AVE. • MASONTOWN • 724-583-1944

Celebrating
25 

Years!

FULL SERVICE AUTO  
REPAIR & SALES

  Ben’s Auto Parts
For all your body shop supplies and mechanical needs!

107 River Avenue • Masontown, PA 15461
Phone:

724-583-8335
724-583-9656
1-800-446-8335

Fax:
724-583-7766

Email:
bensautopa
@gmail.com

SINCE
1976Jerry’s Catering Service

“Where Our Noodle is Always Al’Dente”
Kathleen Ward Hughes, Owner

16 Legion Street, Republic, PA 15475

724-246-8889 or 724-785-3036
Like us on Facebook

JOHN S. MAYKUTH JR.
FUNERAL HOME

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

724-583-8811

 1878 McClellandtown Rd
Masontown • 724-952-1040

FREE DELIVERY
Store Hours:

M-F 9-9 Sat-Sun 9-5

TRI-COUNTY HVAC

Call Terry or Tyler 724-785-7171 

Sales • Service
Installations

-FREE ESTIMATES-

John
M. Fabry 
CFSP, CPC,

Funeral Director

Custom
Monuments
& More

Robert T. Kish - Supervisor
1 Legion Street

Republic, PA 15475
O: 724.246.9466
F: 724.246.9467

John P. Duke - Supervisor
20 N. Mill St.

New Salem, PA 15468
O: 724.245.9261
F: 724.245.2909

john.fabry@verizon.net

compliments of

Terravecchia-HakyTerravecchia-Haky
home for funerals, inc.
Family Owned & OperatedFamily Owned & Operated

724-583-7777
www.terravecchiahakyfh.com • 515 N. Main Street • Masontown, PA 15461

Michael K. Sauritch
supervisor

John S. Terravecchia
owner/funeral director

& Beechwood Courts
147 LaFayette Manor Road
Uniontown,  PA 15401

724.430.4848

 Quality Inground &
 Above Ground Pools

1564 E. Roy Furman Hwy. • Carmichaels
724-966-2040

724-966-2477

 PATTERSON’S
 AUTOMOTIVE
 354 Ronco Rd. • Masontown
 724-322-2403
Complete automotive repair services.

Millers 
Home Health Care
214 S. Main St.
Masontown
724-208-2111

Jefferson Florist
We Deliver More!

 M-F 9 am-5 pm 724-852-1223
 Sat  9 am-2 pm jeffersonfloral.com

810 E. High Street • Waynesburg, PA
Appointments available for after hours consultations

COMPLETE CARBURETOR & FUEL INJECTION SERVICE
COMPLETE BRAKE, EXHAUST & SUSPENSION SERVICE

724-439-3669
Route 40 East • Uniontown, PA 15401

EQ MUFFLER & AUTO CENTER

• Room for 600 guests allows for social distancing
• Situated on 60 picturesque acres
• Perfect for your event, big or small
400 Old Rt. 21 Rd • McClellandtown, PA 15458
Call for updates. 724-439-3111 www.lakesidevenues.com

Compliments Of
Dan

Shimshock

Fayette Heating &
Air Conditioning

2100 University Dr. • Uniontown
724-439-2323 • fayetteheatingac.com

J & J Mechanical
Residential Heating & Cooling

Your Local, Authorized Lennox Dealer

~ 724-583-2687 ~
201 North Main                   Mason Town

Ralph’s Garage Doors
Sales • Service • Installation

Doors & Parts • Electric Openers
 (724) 966-2879 Carmichaels

Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale to place an ad today! 
kcarnevale@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6333


