
�

Rev. Marlon Pates, Pastor�

mpates@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

Monday, Wednesday, Friday����8:00 am�

Saturday������������������������������4:00 pm�

Sunday��������������8:00 am & 11:30 am�

�

Confessions: Saturday 3:00�3:30 pm�

�

�

Tuesday & Thursday������������8:00 am�

Saturday:�����������������������������4:00 pm�

Sunday����������������������������������9:30 am�

�

Confessions:  Saturday 3:00�3:30 pm�

�

Office Hours:  Monday through 

Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm�

�

Bulletin Articles:  The deadline�

for placing articles in the bulletin�

is Monday at Noon.�

�

New Parishioners, Welcome!�

Please register as soon as possible.  �

�

Communion to the Homebound is 

provided on a regular basis.  Call the 

Parish Office to be added to our list.�

�

Sacrament of Baptism:  By 

appointment.  Prior to your baby’s 

Baptism, you must be a registered, 

practicing member of this parish.�

�

Sacrament of Marriage:  Requires 

parish membership by at least one of 

the parties for six months prior to 

making arrangements for marriage.  

Weddings should be scheduled�

one year in advance.�

�

Prayer Chain:  To request prayer , 

please call Patty 724�245�9746�

or Valeria 724�583�9460�

August 29, 2021�

R O M A N  C A T H O L I C  P A R I S H �

�

101 West Church Avenue�

Masontown, Pennsylvania  15461�

Phone:  724�583�7866 • Fax:  724�583�0373�

Website:  www.sfoafayette.org�

email:  sfoafayette@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg�

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust�

Saint Francis of Assisi�



�

�

� At the start of the class, a teacher told her kiddie pupils to close their eyes as they prayed.  At 

the end of the prayer, one child said, “Ma’am, during the prayer, all the others did not close their eyes 

at all. I was the only one with closed eyes.”  We wonder how the child ever found out!  But what is to 

be noted here is the emphasis the child placed on the teacher’s instruction rather than on the prayer 

itself � on the external rather than the essential.�

�

� We should not be surprised if children put much regard to externals.  After all, when they are 

told to do or avoid doing certain things, they are not yet told why.  They are still too young to understand, we say.  But 

the problem is adults do the same, especially regarding what are often called traditions, including our superstitions.  For 

example, in the Philippines, young couples do not schedule their weddings in February because it has fewer days. 

Neither do they do so when the date of the calendar points downwards (1, 4, 7, 9, 11, 14, 17, 19, 21, 24, 27, 29 and 31). 

They like to choose the dates 8, 10, 18, 20, 28, 30 because they believed that these dates mean eternity.  I do not know if 

here in America couples do the same superstitious belief.  As if any of these has anything to do with the future success or 

failure of a marriage.  For what really matters in marriage is the heart � that it is full of good will, generosity and caring; 

that is so full of love that the couple are willing to commit themselves to each other for life, come hell or high water. 

This is what is essential in marriage.  The rest like the wedding entourage and party are just trimmings.�

�

     In the gospel, we see the Scribes and the Pharisees observing how Jesus’ disciples, tired and hungry from their labors, 

ate without first washing their hands.  They also noticed how the disciples disregarded other Jewish traditions.  So they 

asked Jesus, “Why do your disciples not follow the tradition of the elders but instead eat a meal with unclean hands?”�

�

� Jesus, seeing how their traditions have dulled their spiritual values and priorities, responded to the Scribes and 

Pharisees, “Well did Isaiah prophesy about you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their lips but 

their hearts are far from me.’”  In short, what Jesus was telling them was: “Focus on the essentials.”  As one writer has 

aptly said, “In absolutizing the minutiae of the law, the Pharisees had insulated themselves against the ‘bread of life,’ the 

cups and dishes rather than the food.”�

�

� How did this sad development come about?  The law Moses gave to the Chosen People originated from their 

experience of God’s nearness and presence during their wandering in the dessert.  They saw him involved in their day�to

�day life.  For example, when they were hungry, he sent them manna; when they were thirsty, he ordered Moses to make 

water flow from a rock by merely striking it with his staff.  This experience of the nearness of God was the inspiration 

underlying the law.  And to preserve its purity, Moses ordered the people, not to add to what I command . . . nor subtract 

from it (Dt. 4:2).  But over the centuries, the powerful experience of God became just a memory.  Meanwhile, the 

Scribes and Pharisees added all kinds of details to the law contrary to the order of Moses.  Not only that, they also made 

them as binding as the Mosaic Law and declared those who did not observe them “unclean.”  In face of this, Jesus told 

them, “You disregard God’s commandment but cling to human tradition.”�

�

� The same will happen to us when we put more emphasis on the trappings of our faith rather than on its spirit. 

Then we will be so bound by externals that we forget the essentials.  Then we will focus on the evil others do rather than 

what is good in them; on what we see them do rather than on their motive in doing so. Closer to home, we find ourselves 

doing things so as to impress others and thus think well of us rather than to do what God wants and pleases him.�

�

� Jesus told the Scribes and the Pharisees what made a person impure or unclean, “Nothing that enters one from 

outside can defile that person, but the things that come out from within are what defile.”  He condemns a religion of 

outward appearances.  He rejects pious display.  The word he used for this was “hypocrisy” and we know that Jesus had 

no kind words for hypocrisy.  Certainly, Jesus does not want us to be counted among them.  Rather, he wants us to act 

from a heart animated with love and to serve him and people in sincerity and truth.�

�

� So that Jesus will not say of us as he did of the Scribes and Pharisees, namely, “you disregard God’s 

commandment but cling to human tradition” let us act from a faith�inspired code of conduct which springs from the 

depths of our heart and permeates with love everything we do; and which urges us to express our faith in the service of 

our brothers and sisters in need.

�

OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT�

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish is a Eucharistically�centered faith community whose life is formed by our baptismal�

commitment to Christ; is nourished by Scripture, Church teachings and the Sacraments; and is supported by�

membership in the worldwide church around us.  It is a community made up of the former faith communities of�

All Saints, Holy Rosary, Madonna, Saint Mary, Saint Procopius and Saint Thomas.  There is a long and rich history here�

where all are welcome, trust is present, risks for the kingdom of God are taken and the gifts of everyone are called forth.�

Under the patronage of Saint Francis of Assisi, we strive to be an instrument of peace and all that God calls us to be.�

�

Fr. Marlon’s Reflections � 22

nd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time (Mk 7:1�8, 14�15, 21�23)�



� � �

DOERS OF THE WORD�

� The second reading for today begins a five�week 

series of selections from James, a letter that is classified 

among the so�called “catholic” (or universal) epistles be-

cause they are addressed to a general audience rather than 

to one particular community.  Today’s text offers im-

portant advice for Christians of every generation.  God is 

first cited as the author of all gifts and in particular, refer-

ence is made to the gift of baptism by which we have 

been made the “first fruits” of the new creation.�

� What follows is advice based on a very Jewish 

understanding of the “word” as an active force, operative 

in the world.  We are reminded that unless we, too, be-

come “doers” of the word, our claim to faith is empty.  

Today and in subsequent weeks, the author reminds us 

that it is equally important to do the “works” of love, for 

example, by caring for the “orphans and widows in their 

affliction.”�

�

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK�

� What makes a person wise and intelligent?  Cer-

tainly it is not the ability to memorize facts of minute 

details about a situation.  What makes a person wise and 

intelligent is when their words and actions harmoniously 

unite and produce virtue.  A person can know many facts 

and even do the right actions but still have a grave flaw in 

their character.  We sometimes want to delude ourselves 

into thinking that as long as we are “doing” everything 

correctly, we are automatically in right relationship with 

all.  Such is sadly not the case in the kingdom of God.  

We are called not to be just hearers of the Word but doers 

as well.  That means getting to the heart of what laws and 

rituals are meant to signify and nurture.  If we do not 

bring the actions home, where they belong and allow 

them to speak of the goodness, mercy, compassion and 

love of God, then they are simply empty worthless ges-

tures.  Welcome the Word that has been planted within 

you so that you can be a truly wise and intelligent disci-

ple of Jesus Christ.�

�

PRACTICE OF CHARITY�

� The Second Reading and the Gospel touch on the 

essence of Jesus’ teaching to care for the marginalized.  

Pope Francis echoes this teaching when he urges his 

brother priests to go out as shepherds where there is suf-

fering and brokenness so that they have the “odor of the 

sheep.”  All of us are called to be “doers of the word and 

not hearers only” and to care for the most vulnerable in 

our midst.  �

�

�

�

August 22:  $5,387; loose $304; monthly $304;�

online $192 totaling $6,223 �

261 envelopes used of 816 issued�

�

We also collected $2,370 for the care of our cemeteries:�

St. Thomas $825; OLPH $528; St. Agnes $366;�

Madonna $310; St. Procopius $216; Holy Rosary $125�

�

Our Parish is very grateful for your continued�

support � especially during this critical time!�

Faith Formation News�

� Welcome back to in�person Faith Formation!  

Enrollment is currently available for the 2021�2022 year 

which begins Sunday, September 12.  Classes are for stu-

dents in pre�school through 7th grade and take place on 

Sundays from 10:30 to 11:45 am in Footedale.�

�

Faith Formation Open House Today�

� Sunday, August 29, 3:00/5:00 pm in Footedale.  

This is an opportunity for children to enroll, meet their 

teacher, visit their classroom and receive a treat bag.�

�

Confirmation Preparation�

� Students entering 7th grade in the Fall of 2021 

are required to attend the Confirmation Preparation Class 

to be eligible to receive Confirmation in the Fall of 2022.�

�

Reconciliation / First Eucharist�

� A reminder to parents that children are required 

to already have one full year of Faith Formation prior to 

the year of reception of the Sacraments of Reconciliation 

and First Eucharist.  Attending Catholic School or Faith 

Formation meets this requirement; therefore, if your child 

does not attend a Catholic School, it is highly encouraged 

that they are enrolled in the First Grade Class this year in 

order to receive these sacraments in 2022�2023.  Ques-

tions?  Contact Kim Stavish kimm70ee@yahoo.com or 

724�366�8901.�

�

Youth Ministry�

� We are in need of someone to lead our Youth 

Ministry (students in grades 8�12).  This group meets 

once a month at the Saint Benedict Learning Center in 

Masontown and is involved in activities based on the 

Corporal Works of Mercy.�

�

Altar Server Training�

� Training for new altar servers takes place Satur-

day, September 11, 10am to 12pm in Masontown.�

�

For more information on any of the above, please contact 

Kim Stavish:  kimm70ee@yahoo.com or 724�366�8901.�

The annual Support Catholic Education / Catholic 

University of America appeal is taken this weekend.  

Thank you, in advance, for your generosity!�



Sacred Steps � Sacramental Celebrations�

at Saint Francis of Assisi Parish�

NEIGHBORING EVENTS �

�

SVDP Employment Opportunities�

� The St. Vincent de Paul Society of Uniontown  

seeks a Director of Operations and a part�time Custodian/

Maintenance Person.  Interested?  Send information for 

either position to svdp1uac@gmail.com or mail resume 

to St. Vincent de Paul, PO Box 195, Uniontown, PA 15401.�

�

Italian Day Sale at St. Rita Parish Connellsville�

� The Christian Mothers at St. Rita Parish will host 

an Italian Day sale Friday, September 3, 11am/5:30pm in 

Bucci Hall.  Dinner options include spaghetti with two 

meatballs for $10 and manicotti with two meatballs or 

eggplant parmesan with spaghetti and one meatball for 

$12, all with salad, roll and cake or pizza for $10.�

�

32

nd

 Annual Rosary Walk Sunday, September 19�

begins at 2pm, St. George Maronite Catholic Church�

�

Masontown Senior Center is celebrating its 45

th

 anniver-

sary with Lenny Gomulka and Chicago Push on Sunday, 

September 19, at the American Legion Post 423, in 

Masontown.  Doors open at 1pm; band performs 2/6pm.  

Tickets $18, $20 at the door � call 724�583�7822.�

�

Pennsylvania March for Life � September 27�

� Four buses, one from each county of the Diocese 

of Greensburg, are planned for those who would like to 

attend the Pennsylvania March for Life on Monday, Sep-

tember 27, in Harrisburg.  The day will include a rally on 

the Capitol steps and the march at noon.  If you would 

like to attend, please call Chuck Kosco at 724�437�3943.�

The Accent On�Air:  Grow in the Lord, a television 

show produced by the Diocese of Greensburg, will air on 

WTAE Channel 4 at 11:30 am on Sunday, August 29.  

The episode features Bishop Kulick in his garden talking 

about planting the seeds of faith in our young people and 

what it means for all vocations, especially future priests; 

Father E. George Saltrik talking about praying it forward 

after he received special support as a seminarian; and a 

local dance teacher, shot by a mass shooter in Las Vegas, 

discussing how her faith helped her survive.  You can 

also watch online at TheAccentOnline.org�

�

OCTOBER CALENDAR TICKET�

�

Our parish is sponsoring a $20 calendar ticket for the 

month of October.  Winning numbers will be determined 

by the PA Daily Lottery evening number.  Prize total for 

the month is $7,000.  To purchase a ticket, please call 

Carletta (724�570�4133); Karen (724�557�3421) or�

Rose (724�886�8731) or return the form with payment to 

the Parish Office via the Sunday collection or by mail.  If 

you can sell a few tickets, it would be much appreciated.   

Tickets will also be available at the Parish Office soon.�

Thank you, in advance, for your support!�

�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��

Name ______________________ Phone _____________�

Address _______________________________________�

Number of Tickets requested __________________�

Requested ticket numbers _________________________�

�

Please make checks payable to St. Francis of Assisi Parish�

Newly Baptized�

Isaac Joshua Keslar, son of�

Joshua & Anastasia (Bonasorte) Keslar�

baptized Saturday, August 21;�

Leeland James Breakiron, son of�

Jesse Lee Breakiron & Kayla Marie Dupont�

baptized Sunday, August 22;�

Zelena Naomi Winter, daughter  of �

James Peter & Margaret Catherine (Pool) Winter�

 baptized Sunday, August 22.�

Welcome to the newest members�

of our Parish Family!�

A Prayer for Students�

Lord, as I prepare for my studies, open my mind to 

knowledge.  Open my ears to the lessons I will hear.  

Open my eyes to the wonders I will see.  Open my�

heart to the new experiences and friendships.�

Lord, watch over me as I begin each day, eager to learn.  

May I proclaim Your love in all that I say and do.�

Watch over me and keep me safe.  Help me to be an�

example to my friends and please watch over and guide 

my teachers as they, in turn, do for us.�

Lord, thank you for all You have given me and may�

You always keep me close to you  Amen.�



 �

 Saturday, August 28 �� Vigil:  22

nd

 Ordinary Sunday�

  4:00 pm�M � Linda Young Rhodes (Sister, Mary Young)�

  4:00 pm�F � Sophia Thomas & Francis Tokish (Family)�

�

 Sunday, August 29 �� 22

nd 

Sunday in Ordinary Time

  8:00 am�M � Paul Krokus Jr. (David Groflo & Mary Jo)�

  9:30 am�F � Robert Weido Sr. (Joe & Robin Nehela)�

11:30 am�M � George & Elizabeth Parish (Dtr Mary Anne)�

 Monday, August 30 �� Weekday�

  8:00 am�M� Charlotte Cerullo (Paul/Thelma Lipchinsky)�

�

 Tuesday, August 31 �� Weekday�

  8:00 am�F� Beatrice Dunlevy (Traversari/Mehalek)�

�

 Wednesday, September 1 �� Weekday�

  8:00 am�M� SFOA Parish Family�

   �

 Thursday, September 2 �� Weekday�

  8:00 am�F� Regis Kopec (Family)�

 �

 Friday, September 3 �� St. Gregory the Great�

  8:00 am�M� Joseph Zawelensky (Dtrs. Sue & Nancy)�

 �

 Saturday, September 4 �� Vigil:  23

rd

 Ordinary Sunday�

  3�3:30 pm�M� Confessions �

  4:00 pm�M � Cliff Beck Sr. (George Homa)�

�

  3�3:30 pm�F� Confessions�

  4:00 pm�F � Joseph Smith (Wife, Chantal)�

 �

 Sunday, September 5 �� 23rd Ordinary Sunday

  8:00 am�M � James Berkey (Charles Yasechko)�

  9:30 am�F � Tyler Swenglish (Chuck/Marian Swenglish)�

 11:30 am�M � Donna Chatlak (Anna Hornick)�

Mass Readings for the Week Ahead  �

�

  Monday:� 1 Thes 4:13�18; Lk 4:16�30�

  Tuesday:� 1 Thes 5:1�11; Lk 4:31�37�

  Wednesday:� Col 1:1�8; Lk 4:38�44�

  Thursday:� Col 1:9�14; Lk 5:1�11�

  Friday:� Col 1:15�20; Lk 5:33�39�

  Saturday:� Col 1:21�23; Lk 6:1�5�

  Next Sunday:  Is 35:4�7a; Jas 2:1�5; Mk 7:31�37�

�

Memorial Candles burn this week in loving�

memory of or for the special intention of:�

�

† Sanctuary � Charles Rohol�

requested by his family�

�

† Blessed Mother � Dolores Kovach�

requested by her family�

�

Phyllis Brubaker�

requested by Kimberly Revak�

�

† Saint Joseph � Michael & Helen Kovacic�

requested by their children�

�

Louis Kopec�

requested by his family�

�

† Saint Anthony � Paul Krokus Jr.�

requested by his parents�

�

† Sacred Heart � Monica Markusic�

requested by mother, Dolores Solomon�

�

Frank Revak Sr.�

requested by Kimberly Revak�

The annual World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation 

offers individual believers and the community a precious 

opportunity to renew our personal participation in this 

vocation as custodians of creation, raising to God our 

thanks for the marvelous works that He has entrusted to 

our care, invoking his help for the protection of creation 

and his mercy for the sins committed against the world�

in which we live.”  � Pope Francis�

�

“The Church has a responsibility�

towards creation and she must assert 

this responsibility in the public 

sphere.”  � Pope Benedict XVI�

�

HAITI  EARTHQUAKE  RELIEF:  The USCCB has 

asked every diocese in the United States to take a special 

collection to help the Church and the people of Haiti who 

were devastated by the earthquake that occurred there on 

August 14.  This disaster has left thousands dead,�

wounded others and caused catastrophic damage across 

one of the poorest countries in the world.  The Diocese�

of Greensburg will respond to this urgent need with a�

special collection to support earthquake recovery on 

the weekend of September 4/5.  Please pray for those who 

have lost so much and thank you for your generosity.�

You disregard God’s commandment but cling�

to human tradition.  � Mark 7:1�23�

Today’s readings remind us of foundations laid deeper 

than the human heart can recall.  We learn about God’s 

will to relate to us, to be our God, as we are called to be 

God’s own beloved people.  Today, in three readings�

and three ways, we remember the covenant bonds�

that constitute us as a people and the obligations and�

responsibilities that express the innermost attitudes of�

the soul.  “You are mine.  I am yours.”  These are�

God’s words that created a people just as surely as�

“Let there be light” created the sun and moon and stars.�
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DEARTH FUNERAL HOMEDEARTH FUNERAL HOME

New Salem, PANew Salem, PA
Clark B. Dearth               Clark B. Dearth               Since 1900

Compliments of

Kathleen Packroni
Tax Collector

407 N. Main St. • Masontown

JONATHAN P. KRIZNER, D.D.S.
600 CHERRY TREE LN.
UNIONTOWN, PA 15401

Telephone (724) 438-0241
Office Hours By Appointment

The AreA’s OldesT MOnuMenT COMpAny
50 e. FAyeTTe sT., uniOnTOwn, pA 15401
438-5200, After 6:00 p.m. 439-1163

KOPEC INSURANCE AGENCY
Lud Kopec • Cristy Kopec-Frantz

 An Independent Agency Representing
 the Erie Insurance Group

211 S. Main St. • Masontown • (724) 583-2634

BERISH
AGENCY, INC.

David A. Berish, CIC
Samuel T. Berish AAI
Insurance - Real Estate

12 S. Main St. • Masontown
724-583-7767
Fax 724-583-7792

berishagency@atlanticbb.net

42 RIVER AVE. • MASONTOWN • 724-583-1944

Celebrating
25 

Years!

FULL SERVICE AUTO  
REPAIR & SALES

  Ben’s Auto Parts
For all your body shop supplies and mechanical needs!

107 River Avenue • Masontown, PA 15461
Phone:

724-583-8335
724-583-9656
1-800-446-8335

Fax:
724-583-7766

Email:
bensautopa
@gmail.com

SINCE
1976Jerry’s Catering Service

“Where Our Noodle is Always Al’Dente”
Kathleen Ward Hughes, Owner

16 Legion Street, Republic, PA 15475

724-246-8889 or 724-785-3036
Like us on Facebook

JOHN S. MAYKUTH JR.
FUNERAL HOME

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

724-583-8811

 1878 McClellandtown Rd
Masontown • 724-952-1040

FREE DELIVERY
Store Hours:

M-F 9-9 Sat-Sun 9-5

TRI-COUNTY HVAC

Call Terry or Tyler 724-785-7171 

Sales • Service
Installations

-FREE ESTIMATES-

John
M. Fabry 
CFSP, CPC,

Funeral Director

Custom
Monuments
& More

Robert T. Kish - Supervisor
1 Legion Street

Republic, PA 15475
O: 724.246.9466
F: 724.246.9467

John P. Duke - Supervisor
20 N. Mill St.

New Salem, PA 15468
O: 724.245.9261
F: 724.245.2909

john.fabry@verizon.net

compliments of

Terravecchia-HakyTerravecchia-Haky
home for funerals, inc.
Family Owned & OperatedFamily Owned & Operated

724-583-7777
www.terravecchiahakyfh.com • 515 N. Main Street • Masontown, PA 15461

Michael K. Sauritch
supervisor

John S. Terravecchia
owner/funeral director

& Beechwood Courts
147 LaFayette Manor Road
Uniontown,  PA 15401

724.430.4848

 Quality Inground &
 Above Ground Pools

1564 E. Roy Furman Hwy. • Carmichaels
724-966-2040

724-966-2477

 PATTERSON’S
 AUTOMOTIVE
 354 Ronco Rd. • Masontown
 724-322-2403
Complete automotive repair services.

Millers 
Home Health Care
214 S. Main St.
Masontown
724-208-2111

Jefferson Florist
We Deliver More!

 M-F 9 am-5 pm 724-852-1223
 Sat  9 am-2 pm jeffersonfloral.com

810 E. High Street • Waynesburg, PA
Appointments available for after hours consultations

COMPLETE CARBURETOR & FUEL INJECTION SERVICE
COMPLETE BRAKE, EXHAUST & SUSPENSION SERVICE

724-439-3669
Route 40 East • Uniontown, PA 15401

EQ MUFFLER & AUTO CENTER

• Room for 600 guests allows for social distancing
• Situated on 60 picturesque acres
• Perfect for your event, big or small
400 Old Rt. 21 Rd • McClellandtown, PA 15458
Call for updates. 724-439-3111 www.lakesidevenues.com

Compliments Of
Dan

Shimshock

Fayette Heating &
Air Conditioning

2100 University Dr. • Uniontown
724-439-2323 • fayetteheatingac.com

J & J Mechanical
Residential Heating & Cooling

Your Local, Authorized Lennox Dealer

~ 724-583-2687 ~
201 North Main                   Mason Town

Ralph’s Garage Doors
Sales • Service • Installation

Doors & Parts • Electric Openers
 (724) 966-2879 Carmichaels

Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale to place an ad today! 
kcarnevale@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6333


