THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also
had been baptized and was praying, heaven was
opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in

bodily form like a dove. - Lk 3:21-22a
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What Matters, What Does Not

The recent destruction from Kkiller tornadoes
across Kentucky and several other states has
left even the most hardened news and weather
professionals aghast at the scope of the devas-
tation and the massive task of rebuilding.

It has been heartbreaking to hear the stories
of lost loved ones; learn of businesses built
over a lifetime destroyed in seconds; read
about towns with a proud heritage dating back
to the mid-1800s gone from the map as if they
were toy towns on a game board knocked over
by a petulant child.

Faced with such massive destruction, there's
not much we can do as individuals beyond
sending a check to our diocesan Catholic Chari-
ties to address some of the most pressing
needs in these stricken communities. (319 W.
Rayen Ave., Youngstown OH 44502). That's a
good place to start.

But upon reflection, it seems clear that seeing
such catastrophic destruction might also serve
as an opportunity to stop and do some personal
assessment of our lives. The survivors of these
tornadoes certainly have had to do such soul-
searching as they seek to move on. Watching
them picking through rubble for so much as a
cherished photo or some tiny memento of a lost
family member leads one to think about what
truly matters and what truly does not.

We pack our houses with possessions that, as
these recent events have so clearly shown, can
be lost in a moment. We see our homes as our
fortress against the outside world, but in fact
they are an imperfect shelter that can be lost in
a matter of seconds. Our stores, our churches,
our neighborhoods and our closets full of a life-
time of accumulation are likewise all ultimately
here but for a moment in time.

In the long run, what matters begins with our
Sunday morning worship. We gather to give
praise to the God who gives us life and, for rea-
sons we often cannot fathom this side of heav-
en, can take it away in an instant. We come to-
gether for the sustenance of hearing the Word
and receiving the Eucharist to fortify us for
whatever challenges life will bring us this week.

Individuals can rebuild bricks and mortar.
Given enough resources, time and hard work,
we can re-create most of our lost cities and
towns. Beyond that, we cannot restore what
matters most to the human heart.

— Lou Jacquet

Dominican Visits Home Parish
o

Dominican Brother Paul Marich, a son of
St. Brendan's Parish, diaconated the Sun-
day Mass on Dec. 26 and preached the
homily. Brother Paul, currently serving a
pastoral year in a Columbus parish as a
transitional deacon, will be ordained a
priest for his order in May. With him at the
Mass were his mother, Rosie, and his sis-
ter, Jamie of Howland.

Sunday, January 9
10:00 a.m. Ralph Ruggiero by Angela Ezzo
Wednesday, January 12
9:00 a.m. Joseph Nenadich

by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Boano
Sunday, January 16
10:00 a.m. Rita Flora

by Mr. & Mrs. William Miller

Please Pray For Our Sick

Bob & Lois Sletts, Fred Merlo, Catherine
McCammon, Frank Modarelli, Jean Dascenzo,
Christine Kalhoun, Lynn Osting, Blanche
Ruggiero

Pray for the Faithful Departed, May
They Rest from Their Labors

Mary Alyce Kinnick



/7 jayjtzb‘m o‘/p Zhe I ord

Nativity Scene Moved to Central Setting

The traditional St. Brendan nativity scene
with a light over the birthplace of the In-
fant Jesus in the manger that had been lo-
cated on the left (ambo) side of the church
for many years was relocated this year to a
more prominent place in front of the sanc-
tuary on the steps. The beautiful human
and animal figures, imported years ago
from Italy, were funded by individual pa-
rishioners at the time and have continued
to especially delight children who gather
around it to look at the scene portrayed
there. The creche was moved to the new
location because the space in front of the
side altar where it had been now contains
the Tabernacle holding the Eucharist, the
sanctuary light, candles and a kneeler and
chair for those making a visit of Adoration
before or after Mass.

St. John Neumann : Tireless Missionary to Immigrants

We don't hear
much these days
about St. John
Nepomucene Neu- S, g
mann  (1811-60), SAINT
the  saint the N FOYSRNIAFEIUAY ENSIN
Church honors |

yearly on Jan. 5.
But it is hard to im-
agine the Church in
America as it de-
veloped if this man
from Bohemia (now
the Czech Repub-
lic) had not decided he wanted to "dedicate his
life to the European immigrants in America who
were deprived of spiritual support.”

That's the wording from the website of the Re-
demptorist order, still proud of the priest and
member of their order who became the first
American bishop to be canonized. His remarkable
story, not nearly as well known in much of our
country as it deserves to be, began with him be-
coming a noted scholar as a layman in Prague.
Then, deciding he wanted to become a mission-
ary, he came to America, was ordained a priest
in New York, and for four years did missionary
work among German immigrants in a large area
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surrounding Niaga-
ra Falls.

In 1842, he
joined the Redemp-
torist order. As
their website fur-
ther notes, this
tireless missionary
"busied himself in
ministering to Ger-
man  immigrants,
first in Baltimore,
then in Pittsburgh."
In 1852, at age 41, he was consecrated the
fourth bishop of Philadelphia.

Then began a segment of pastoral work done
at a pace perhaps unequaled since in the Church

in the United States. As bishop, he founded more
than 50 parishes, built 89 churches, numerous

hospitals and orphanages, all while establishing
nearly 100 schools. He did so while caring cease-
lessly for the poor and orphans. This incredible
streak of activity in seven years ended, perhaps
not surprisingly, with his death from a heart at-
tack at 48 on a street in Philadelphia.
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Continued on Page 4



Homebound Ministry

St. Brendan's is updating its list of parishion-
ers who are homebound, living in nursing
homes, or residents in assisted living facilities.

Deb Zalovcik, coordinator for this ministry,
asks parishioners who know of anyone in need
of parish services, help and/or bulletins to send
the person's name and phone number to her at
330-261-0718.

This important ministry keeps St. Brendan's
in touch with parishioners we might otherwise
be unaware were in need of contact from us.
Thanks in advance to all who help the parish.

update this important list.
1

St. John Neumann
Continued From Page 3

Bishop Neumann — not to be confused with
John Cardinal Newman of England, the well-
known preacher and convert from the Angli-
can faith — was beatified in 1963 and canon-
ized in 1967 by Pope Paul VI. Today he is re-
called as the patron of sick children and of im-
migrants. An active, staffed national shrine to
his memory is located in Philadelphia. Inci-
dentally, he is named after St. John Nepo-
mucene, a 14th century Bohemian martyr. St.
John Neumann, pray for us.

—Lou Jacquet

Your Sacrificial Offering

Amount needed monthly to meet expenses

For January 2022 $29,440.00

Week of January 3
Sunday Collection $2,871.00
Increased Operating Exp. $235.00
Major Repairs $110.00

Rentals $1,050.00
Maint. Support $1,110.00
Total $5,376.00
1week total $5,376 toward the goal of $29,440
$24,064 short
WE COUNT MEMBERS BECAUSE MEMBERS COUNT!
Mass 1/2 10 a.m. 89




RECTORY
2800 Oakwood Avenue
Youngstown, OH 44509-2002
Phone: 330-792-3875 Fax: 330-792-9080
MISSION STATEMENT
We are called to be
disciples, faithful to Jesus
and empowered by the Spirit.
We are committed to building the kingdom of
God by living the Gospel,
celebrating the sacraments
and loving our neighbor as ourselves.

PARISH STAFF
Administrator
Father Steven Agostino Ext. 11
Email: sagostino@youngstowndiocese.org

Parish Secretary
Liz Shina Ext.10

Email: office@stbrendanyo.org
Music Director Geri Jacquet
Assistant Music Director Allyson Reed

MASS  Sunday 10:00am
Wednesday 900 am




ADVERTISE HE

Contact John Plagens to
place an ad today!
jplagens@4LPi.com or

(800) 477-4574

RE NOW!

Kinnick Funeral Home, Inc.
477 N. Meridan Rd. * Youngstown, OH

George Kinnick, Parishioner

330-793-4675

x6471

ADT-Monitored Home Security =

Gat 24-Hour Protection From a Mame You Can Trust

® Burglary
® Fire Safery

a0 | pumened | gafaStrests

1-855-225-4251

Carlos & Celerina (Parishioners)

Casp Ramire2

1578 Mahoning Ave. + 330-792-9920
For Carry-Out & Group Reservations

+ Banquet Facilities
Serving the Community for over 25 Years!

Sewer & Drain Specialists
Jetting/Camera Work

* Senior Discounts *

758-5031

Victoria House

* Sey

330.799.1711 K

5295 Ashley Circle, Austintown, OH 44515

ACME STEAK H

L

—330-270-8000 —
A Full Line Food Service

WE'RE HIRING
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« \Work-Life Balance * Pald Training
Assisted Living - Memory Care * Full-Time with Benefits ~ * 5ome Travel

vie Your Community

Contact us at careers@4lpi.com

www.4lpi.com/careers

GROW TOUR BUSINESS x4
JLPPORT T0UR GOMMONITY "
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8  CONTACT US AT 8004774574

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!
®

IGGINS-REARDON Call LPi at
& SEAFOOD FUNERAL HOMES TH|5 SPACE IS 1.800.477.4574

31 Bissell Ave. - Youngstown SERVING YOUR CHURCH

vl AVAILABLE oo

792-2353

SNOVAK
FLOOR COVERINGS
Sales & Installation
Carpet ¢ Vinyl ¢ Ceramic
- Certified Installers -
2918 Mahoning Ave
330-799-2610

Graigh Snovak * Owner

ADT-Monitored Home Security
et 24-Hour Protection From a Mame You Can Trust

® Burglary ® Flood Detacti
# Fire EﬁfF'l'!.l' ® Carban Mano

Authio d
AT | | SofeStreets

on
wide

RULLI BROS. MARKETS

- Corner at Raccoon
* New Location: 8025 South Ave., Boardman
Since “1917” Specializing In
Quality Food at Low-Low Prices

(330) 799-3477

@ 3-E-4-2 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

& Kirk Rd.

(330) 726-0777

Welcome Back to Mass

Stay connected (o our faith communily no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered siraight to your emaif!

www.ParishesOnline.com

14-0725



