3*° SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

- Qo
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me...
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,

to let the oppressed go free.
- Lk 4:18
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On Some Glorious Day

I'll never forget the call I once got from a
priest in another diocese when I was editing a
diocesan newspaper in another state.

"All you people ever write about is the pro-life
issue," he said. "Why can't you cover other is-
sues in the Church too?"

This call astounded me because, at that time,
we were putting out about 50 weekly issues per
year, and exactly two of them were focused on
abortion and related life issues. There might
have been a couple of other features and a
handful of letters on these subjects from read-
ers, but aside from various local Church issues,
we covered peace and justice, the ongoing
slaughter of missionaries in Latin America and
elsewhere, challenges and triumphs in Catholic
schools, news from the Vatican, and a dozen
topics besides. But no amount of discussion
could persuade that priest otherwise.

In a way, I should not have been surprised.
Having worked in several chanceries across the
decades, I saw that without question the staff-
ers who worked in the pro-life/family offices
were universally treated with the least respect
by their fellow colleagues. This always amazed
me, because the pro-life/family life office per-
sonnel were almost always the hardest working
staffers with the smallest salaries and budgets
in the building. Yet whenever a bishop or priest
or editor focuses on that topic, the hue and cry
would arise that the Church was "single-
minded" and "only cared about the unborn."

I thought of all of this with the annual March
for Life coming up this week (if Covid allows) in
Washington, D.C. and California. Although this
event has drawn hundreds of thousands of par-
ticipants through the years among persons who
work to support life "from conception to natural
death," it rarely gets more than a minute or
two of condescending coverage on the network
and cable news channels, often delivered with a
knowing sneer. Meanwhile, stand-up comedians
devote entire routines to mocking those who
believe our national shame since 1973 should
not be celebrated.

But still the work goes on, quietly changing
one mind at a time. What a glorious day it will
be, on some unknown date in the future, when
America's national consensus shifts and millions
suddenly see, with searing clarity, that the rich-
est nation on earth has for decades looked upon
the lives of the most vulnerable of innocents as
of equal worth with the trash we put out weekly
on our curbs.

—Lou Jacquet

Our Upcoming 100th Celebration

As you know, in May of 2023 St. Brendan Par-
ish will celebrate the 100th anniversary of its
1923 founding. Who could have envisioned in
that year long ago what marvelous deeds of
faith would be enacted here, and what challeng-
es would be faced and met?

In the months ahead, your parish bulletin will
highlight various aspects of that history and up-
coming celebration. This effort will be led by pa-
rishioners Debora Flora and Rosie Marich.

While specific plans are not yet firm at this
point as to what items will be included, the on-
going look at the history of this parish that has
so faithfully served the West Side of Youngstown
for 10 decades of change, inside and outside the
Catholic Church as a whole, will be both a re-
minder of our past and a call to commitment to
our future.

‘Church Overseas’ Collection Today

This weekend the Diocese of Youngstown is
holding the Church Overseas Combined Collec-
tion for ministries of the Catholic Church
around the globe.

These ministries of the Catholic Relief Ser-
vices (CRS), Holy Father/Peter's Pence, the
Church in Central and Eastern Europe and the
Church in Latin America assist the Church in
serving people who are hungry, refugees, vic-
tims of natural disasters, and development.

Office hours are Monday-Friday 8:00 am to 12:30 pm

Call 330-792-3875 with any questions.

Sunday, January 23
10:00 a.m. Mary Terese (Teri) Laret
by Yvonne Laret
Wednesday, January 26
9:00 a.m. Donald Siembieda by family
Sunday, January 30
10:00 a.m. Jean McGonnell by Altar & Rosary
Please Pray For Our Sick

Bob & Lois Slets, Fred Merlo, Catherine
McCammon, Frank Modarelli, Jean Descenzo,
Christine Kalhoun, Lynn Osting, Blanche
Ruggiero

Pray for the Faithful Departed, May
They Rest from Their Labors
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St. John Bosco: Angel of Mercy to Destitute Boys

While it is true that
every saint the Cath-
olic Church holds up
for emulation is wor-
thy of our respect
and admiration, hu-
man nature tells us

that some saints are|

just more admirable
and lovable than oth-
ers. Few are more

1815 - 1888
Founder of the Salesians

(Mﬂ- %&m

them to come to
church.

By age 16, he had
become a seminari-
an, so poor that the
parish had to pay
his way and buy his
clothes and shoes.
While studying for
ordination, Giovanni
still found time to

Feast Day: January 31
widely admired and
loved than St. John
Bosco (1815-1888),

Patron: Apprentices, Editors & Eglnaelr:aiglet%s/g v3|rt]g

) Publishers, Schoolchildren, the permission of
founder of the Salesi- Magicians, Juvenile Delinquents his teachers. He
an order, whose feast was ordained in
day is Jan. 31. 1841 at age 26 and,
Born Giovanni Bosco in Piedmont, northern thanks to his charismatic style of preaching and
Italy, Bosco was the youngest of three sons of a his caring demeanor, had soon attracted more
peasant farmer who died when Giovanni was than a hundred boys to his chapel services and
two. But having had a dream at age 9 in which evening classes in Turin. He had established a
he led scuffling boys to calm down by gentle Sunday school and recreation center there that
means, young Bosco was already teaching the soon outgrew its rooms.
catechism to indigent neighborhood youths and
dazzling them with acrobatic tricks to entice

Continued on Page 4

Sunday’s Scriptures: The Importance of Ezra

"Ezra, the priest, brought the Law before the The importance of Ezra and the reading from
assembly...he read plainly from the book of the the Law cannot be overstated. During the 70
Law of God, interpreting it so that all could un- years that the Judeans had spent in captivity in
derstand what was read." This passage of scrip- Babylon, they took on many customs of the pa-
ture is part of our first reading today, from the gan culture around them. Ezra desired to purify
Book of Nehemiah 8. the community by exhorting them to understand

From time to time, you hear people say that and follow the precepts of the Torah. He com-
Catholics do not know the Bible well, even mands them to observe Jewish worship practic-
though much of it is proclaimed to us through es, marriage laws, and ritual purity rules. They
our three-year Lectionary cycle of Sunday read- are admonished not to intermarry with pagans
ings. When we read Scripture, we seem to be and to not practice any foreign culture.
far more familiar with the New Testament (the Ezra asked them to recommit to the Covenant
four Gospels, Acts of the Apostles, and the Let- with God and live as God's people. He called
ters) than we are about the Hebrew Scriptures/ them to return to the practice of their faith as
Old Testament. was done by their ancestors of old. In doing so,

One important figure of the Hebrew Scriptures Ezra helped reshape the returning Jewish exiles
surfaces today in the person of the Jewish scribe back to their Judean heritage, identity, and cov-
and priest, Ezra. He was living in Babylon during €nant practices.
the period of the Jewish exile there. In the Book  We cannot imagine how different history and
of Ezra, he is described as a Jewish authority Judaism would have become if the people had
among the people who returned to Jerusalem. not been asked to recover their observance of

In the scene we read today, Ezra gathers the Jewish law. When we remember Jewish leaders
people into an assembly in Jerusalem where he such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses, let
reads carefully and clearly from the Torah (the us not forget the too-often-forgotten Ezra.

Law), found in the Pentateuch (first five books — Geri
of the Old Testament). Geri Jacquet



St. John Bosco

Continued from Page 3

Struggling with overwork, Father Bosco —
known in Italy as "Don" Bosco, the honorific
title for priests there — almost died from a
bout with pneumonia. His mother came to his
aid, helping (for a decade!) to run a boarding
house where workshops were offered to teach
various trades and some academics to poor
boys. In his "spare time," Don Bosco set about
writing what became a very popular series of
books for youth combining faith and history.

Meanwhile, the priest had long considered
founding a religious order to carry on his work
among poor youth. By 1874 the Vatican had
given formal approval to the Society of St.
Francis de Sales (the Salesians), which had
grown to 8,000 members in 60 houses on two
continents by the time of its founder's death.
He had also founded a separate congregation
of women religious to work with poor girls.
Somehow, he found the time to travel for fund-
raising efforts that helped build churches.

Today, the Salesians number in the thou-
sands to carry on the same work begun by
their beloved founder. As one Catholic historian
noted six decades ago, St. John Bosco "had in-
sights well beyond the time in which he lived
about the importance of music and play, linked
with study, prayer and manual work among
the youth he supervised without any use of
punishment. He was renowned for his educa-
tional pioneering insights and his affection for
the fatherless."

Don Bosco was beatified in 1929 and canon-
ized in 1934. St. John Bosco, pray for us.

—Lou Jacquet

Your Sacrificial Offering
Amount needed monthly to meet expenses
For January 2022 $29,440.00
Week of January 16
Sunday Collection $2,043.00
Increased Operating Exp. $15.00
Major Repairs $10.00
Rentals $1,050.00
Maint. Support $1,110.00
Total $4,228.00
3week total $15,890 toward the goal of $29,440
$13550 short
WE COUNT MEMBERS BECAUSE MEMBERS
COUNT!
Mass 1/16 10 a.m.




RECTORY
2800 Oakwood Avenue
Youngstown, OH 44509-2002
Phone: 330-792-3875 Fax: 330-792-9080
MISSION STATEMENT
We are called to be
disciples, faithful to Jesus

and empowered by the Spirit.

We are committed to building the kingdom of
God by living the Gospel,
celebrating the sacraments
and loving our neighbor as ourselves.

PARISH STAFF
Administrator
Father Steven Agostino Ext. 11
Email: sagostino@youngstowndiocese.org

Parish Secretary
Liz Shina Ext.10

Email: office@stbrendanyo.org
Music Director Geri Jacquet
Assistant Music Director Allyson Reed

MASS  Sunday 10:00am
Wednesday 900am




ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Kinnick Funeral Home, Inc.
477 N. Meridan Rd. ¢ Youngstown, OH

George Kinnick, Parishioner

330-793-4675

Contact John Plagens to
place an ad today!
jplagens@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6471

ADT-Monitored Home Security B

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection

® Burglary

® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide
ADT | puhorzed | gofeStreets 1-355-225-42 51
Carlos & Celerina (Parishioners)

MEXICAN RESTAURANT
1578 Mahoning Ave. + 330-792-9920
For Carry-Out & Group Reservations

* Banquet Facilities *
Serving the Community for over 25 Years!

Sewer & Drain Specialists
Jetting/Camera Work
* Senior Discounts ¢

758-5031

Victoria House

Assisted Living - Memory Care

330.799.1711 H

5295 Ashley Circle, Austintown, OH 44515

* Work-Life Balance
e Full-Time with Benefits

* Serve Your Community

[Bj

WE'RE HIRING

BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION. r 1

* Paid Training

* 50me Trave

Contact us at careers@4lpi.com

GROW T0UR BUSINESS s
SUPPORT TOUR GOMMUNITY
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B CONTACT US AT 800.47745714

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!
G

@

www.4lpi.com/careers
ACME STEAK HIGGINS-REARDON

ATH 15 SPALEIS f;?:'[’:::‘:f{“"
VA I LA B LE information.

& SEAFOOD FUNERAL HOMES
31 Bissell Ave. - Youngstown SERVING YOUR CHURCH
— 330-270-8000 — SINCE 1923
A Full Line Food Service 792-2353
SNOVAK
FLOOR COVERINGS

Sales & Installation
Carpet * Vinyl * Ceramic
- Certified Installers -
2918 Mahoning Ave
330-799-2610

Graigh Snovak * Owner

ADT-Monitored Home Security
Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

1-855-225-4251

RULLI BROS. MARKETS

Authorized

AT | poider | SafeStreets

» Corner at Raccoon & Kirk Rd.
* New Location: 8025 South Ave., Boardman
Since “1917” Specializing In
Quality Food at Low-Low Prices

(330) 799-3477
3-E-4-2

(330) 726-0777

G

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

Welcome Back to Mass

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com

14-0725



