
Driven by the Spirit into the 
desert, Jesus remains there for 
forty days without eating.” 

The devil tempts Jesus three times 
and is rebuffed each time. 

According to the Catholic 
Catechism, this temptation of Jesus 
portrays him as a new Adam. He was 
recreating Adam’s temptation in the 
Garden but with a better result for 
man. He resists the temptation from 
the devil.  Jesus came to earth as man, 
and as man, was tested and won. 

Each year during Lent, we 
are invited to imitate this time in 
Jesus’ life and to fast from our 
own temptations. Throughout 
history, the Church has changed the 
recommendations about what fasting 
and abstinence entails.  While we may 
think abstaining from meat on Fridays 
can be challenging today, it does not 

conventions from the past.
The formal practice of fasting 

was recognized in the Church during 
the Council of Nicea in 325 AD. At 
that time fasting rules were strict: 
one simple evening meal each day 
and no animal products throughout 
the whole of Lent (except Sundays), 
in addition to abstaining from meat 
every Friday of the year. 

During the time of the Second 
World War, these rules were relaxed. 
Abstinence of meat continued, but 
fasting was only required on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday, 
although many people 
choose to continue 
this practice on 
additional days. 

We are also 
called to “give 
up” other forms 
of pleasure 
during Lent, 
such as alcohol, 
sweets, or social 
media as a way to 
train our self-control and 
as a reminder to be more focused on 
our spiritual lives. Thus, according to 
Monsignor Charles Pope, pastor of 
Holy Comforter/St. Cyprian Catholic 
Church in Washington, D.C., fasting 
helps “make more room for God in 
our life.” 

Luckily, we have festive traditions 
that help us to face the oncoming 
desert of Lent. The season of Mardi 
Gras or Carnival began in the early 
church years as a remembrance 
of the magi on the feast of the 
Epiphany. The early Christians 
celebrated that Jesus came to earth 

for more than just the Jews, as the 
magi were Gentiles.  This celebration 
continued until the last day before 
Ash Wednesday, which came to 
be known as Shrove Tuesday or 

Fat Tuesday. While it is 
celebrated differently 

throughout the 
world, it is 
traditionally a 
day for indulging 
in eating, 
especially rich 
sweet pastries or 

cakes. People used 
up their remaining 

butter, eggs, oil, and 
other special foods which 

were not permitted during Lent. 
The feasting on Fat Tuesday was 
intended to tide people over during 
the following 40 days. 

The ethnic settlers of Northwest 
Ohio brought with them their Fat 
Tuesday food customs such as angel 
wings and . I particularly 
enjoy this tradition, which I didn’t 
even know about until moving to 
Bowling Green in 1994.  Perhaps you 

the abstinence and fasting ahead.
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Therefore I say unto you, all things, whatsoever you ask when ye pray, 
believe that you shall receive: and they shall come unto you.   | Mark 11:24

Formation
 
.  

Formation in the faith and life of being a Christian is an on-going task.  Though levels of growth are 
attained, there is always more to be done.  This newsletter will highlight various areas of formation 
work being done in the parish and school.  And maybe by highlighting some areas where we are doing 
well, we will also then notice areas in which we, as a parish, have room to improve and expand.

FORMATION St. John Paul II often stated that not only 
did Jesus Christ reveal God to us, He reveals also what it 
means to be human.  Jesus Christ is both true God and true 
man and thus he reveals the beauty and perfection of both 
the divine and the human.  St. John Paul goes on to write 
about the four dimensions of formation:  human, spiritual, 
intellectual and pastoral.  By looking at these dimensions, 
we can see the concern of formation is the whole human 
person, both within oneself and in relation to others. 

Human formation:  The goal of this dimension is maturity.  
St. John Paul writes about affective maturity.  
This is the maturity that can combine the three motors 
of human action: reason, will, and emotions.  Affective 
maturity is necessary to enter into appropriate and life-long 
relationships.  This is the foundation of the promises couples 
make to each other and thus the basis of family life. 
An affectively mature person:

• Recognizes their emotions and orients them 
toward the greater good.

• Seeks the good in all their actions.
• Helps others in their family and church to 

grow into maturity.

Spiritual formation:  The goal of this dimension is holiness, 
that is, it is an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ and 
a sharing in the divine life.  This dimension begins with a 
life of prayer.  
Prayer life:

• Is deeply personal, for it is how we as 
individuals relate to God Himself.

• Requires us to take time to be with the Lord in 
conversation.

• Is an opportunity for mediation by which we 
may grow in the knowledge of God.

from our pastor | Father Tom McQuillen

Under spiritual formation is also Liturgical 
formation.  The goal of this is to help individuals 
consciously and actively participate in the celebration 
of the Divine Liturgy.  The Liturgy is the work of Jesus 
Christ. Catechesis on the meaning of the Liturgy and 
the parts of the Mass are important to help individuals 
join in this greatest of all prayers.

Intellectual formation:  The goal of intellectual 
formation is knowledge and wisdom.  
The knowledge of faith:

• Requires doing the hard work of 
understanding the teachings.

• Calls one to be in a relationship with a 
living God.

• Realizes there is always more to be 
known.  

Pastoral Formation:  The goal of pastoral formation 
is to grow in love of God and neighbor.  
This goal is ongoing because the opportunity to 
expand our love of God and others never ceases:

• There are always more people and more 
ways to love.

• We are called to be open to all the people 
whom God has put in our midst and the 
possibility of entering into a relationship 
based on love and respect.

• We should also have a particular concern 
for those who have been hurt by the loss 
of love, whether it is the bereaved who 
have experienced a death, or those who 
feel rejected or are hurt by a break-up.
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An intelligent mind acquires knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.   | Proverbs 18 
We all have a part to play in

The song running through my 
head as I write this is “Maria” from 
“The Sound of Music.” “How do 
you catch a cloud and pin it down?”  

Participation in liturgy requires a 
LOT of sitting still, which is not in 
the skill set of most children.  So, 
how do we move from an exercise 
in sitting still to an encounter with 
Jesus?  I don’t pretend to have 
all the answers, but I have some 
thoughts that I hope may help.

Each of us is at least a little 
bit responsible for the liturgical 
formation of the children in our 
midst.  There are things that we can 
do as a parish, as parishioners who 
are not parents, and as parents to 
help the children around us grow 
into worshipping Catholics.  As 
a parish, we provide training in 
our Catholic School and in our 
Religious Education programs.  

| by jean bargiel
director of religious education 

Pick up the 
Story of Easter 
Poster for your child(ren) 
to read, color and respond 
with their own thoughts 
on the Easter season.  A 

limited 
number of 
posters are 
available 
to pick 
up in the 
Narthex,  
one per 
child.

The children who attend St. Aloysius 
Catholic School attend Mass 
together every week.  Every year, 
the Wednesday evening Religious 
Education students experience at least 
one “teaching Mass” – a practice 
that has been going on through three 
pastors.  All of our school and RE 
students are invited to participate in 
one special Sunday Class Mass each 
year.  For a Class Mass the students 
prepare to hear the readings in class 
and learn about the tasks that need to 
happen to make the liturgy happen 
smoothly.  They greet parishioners at 
the doors and bring the gifts of bread 
and wine to the altar.  Older students 
may prepare to proclaim the readings 
at church.  

Parishioners without children can 
be instrumental in forming children 
for liturgy by their participation 
and their welcoming acceptance of 
children at Mass.  When children are 
at Mass, they need to see the adults 
around them modeling participation.  
They need to see us all praying and 
singing. They need to see us receiving 
Jesus in the Eucharist with reverence.  
Their attempts at participation need 
to be welcomed, even when those 
attempts do not reach an adult level 
of reverence and skill.  A smile and a 
helping hand from an adult parishioner 
do more to help children and parents 
relax and focus on developing reverent 
attitudes than we may realize.  

At last we come to parents, the 
primary educators of their children in 
faith.  St. Aloysius parish will help you 
in this role by providing education and 
opportunities to worship.  Parishioners 

can help by welcoming you and 
setting examples of reverence.  
What can you do? Bring your 
family to Mass as often as you 
can, ideally every week.  Pray as 
a family outside of Mass.  Our 
obligation to attend Mass on the 
weekend springs from our need to 
worship God, to be connected to 
the community, and the Church’s 
understanding that the world can 
easily draw us away from God if we 
stay away.  Morning and evening 
prayers and grace before meals are 
all ways that we enter into a rhythm 
of thankfulness and praise that 
bears fruit when we come together 
at Mass. 

If you are concerned that your 
little ones will be too disruptive 
to people around you, sit in the 
narthex and patiently draw their 
attention to what is going on in 
the church.  At the 10 a.m. Mass, 
children (approximately ages 3 
to 8) are invited to leave church 
with their catechists for Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word. They will 
experience a lesson based on the 
scripture of the day at a level they 
are more likely to understand and 
parents will get to hear the scripture 
readings and homily with less 
distraction.  

We move children from an 
exercise in sitting still to an 
encounter with Jesus through 
patient, loving guidance and 
through including children in 
worship.  We can do this together.

bringing children closer to Christ in the liturgy



If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  
 | Galatians 5:25

 
.  

As you probably recall, Jesus delivered the Eight 
Beatitudes during the Sermon on the Mount.  The 
Beatitudes focus on the interior dispositions of one’s 

Matthew’s Gospel.
That’s nice.  Whoop-di-do….  What does inheriting 

land and being clean of heart have to do with the prob-
lems and circumstances of today?  Without presuming to 
“update” Jesus’ words, let’s look at possible applications 
of the Beatitudes to our lives in the 21st century.  

“Blessed are the poor in spirit:” Instead of 
complaining about the components of our lives that 
aren’t perfect, maybe we unite those trials and crosses 
to the realization that Jesus was born in a barn and 
experienced all the pains of the human condition: 

misunderstood, etc.

Beatitudes for the Modern Day

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they who mourn, for they 
will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the land.
Blessed are they who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will 
be shown mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they 
will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called children of God.
Blessed are they who are persecuted 
for the sake of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

BlessedT H E  B E A T I T U D E S

“Blessed are they who mourn:” God often “writes 
straight with our crooked lines,” and uses the sorrows of 
this broken world to draw us into closer relationship with 
Him.  God’s got your back—even when no one else does!

“Blessed are the meek:” Where in our lives might we 
act a bit more gently towards others?  Remember, others 
are broken too and all of us are created in the image 
and likeness of God.  “What you did for the least of my 
brothers and sisters….”

“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness:” We must not be lazy!  God wants us to 
absorb and conform ourselves to truth, beauty, greatness, 
heroism, and holiness.  What intellectual or physical ruts 
do we need to break out of?  “Carpe diem!  Seize the day!”

“Blessed are the merciful:” The next time someone 

like, or lets you down, do not lash out in anger.  Love 
them.  Say a prayer for them.  Want what is best for them 
and their salvation.  Do it.  

“Blessed are the clean of heart:” As a result of 
Original Sin and our own pride, we sometimes desire 
objects and activities that do not help us to grow in right 
relationship with God.  What needs cleaned out of our 
hearts this Lent so that we are free to respond to the 
quiet inspirations of the Holy Spirit?

“Blessed are the peacemakers:” No lack of 
opportunities to practice this Beatitude!  Shutting people 
down with sarcasm, “shade,” or shouting is for amateurs.  
Diffusing an argument at Thanksgiving or on social 
media with love and humility is the work of a great 
person and leaves anger wondering what happened.  The 
darkness stops with you.  Be great!  

“Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness:” They killed Jesus.  If you follow Him 
with your whole heart, seek the truth, and confront the 
powers of evil, they will come for you too.  Happy you 
should be when you feel persecuted because of what 
you stand for and Who you believe in.  You’re in good 
company with Jesus.

To borrow Matthew Kelly’s tagline, “God wants us to 
become the best version of ourselves.”  The Beatitudes 
provide a clear map of how Jesus desires us to live.  
Blessed are they who practice the Beatitudes, for they 
will become the best version of themselves and inherit 
the kingdom of God.

| by Michael ginnetti
pastoral associate of evangelization



To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit. | Corinthians 1:8

Jesus invites all of us to His 
table -- and He extended a special 
invitation to children, saying, “Let 
the little children come to me.” 
Bringing children to Mass helps 
nurture their inner life. Early lessons 
make lasting impressions, child 
development experts tell us. Being in 
the presence of Christ and those who 
love Him is what really awakens the 
spiritual self.

Regularly attending Mass helps 

Their real home is with God in His 
Church, but they will only learn to 
recognize it as home if they come to 
Mass from an early age. 

At Saint Aloysius Catholic 
School, Mass attendance starts in 
kindergarten.  “The children have 
church partners that are from the 
upper grades through third grade, 
then it switches and as fourth graders 
they are the older ones,” Principal 
Andrea Puhl said.  “It’s a rite of 
passage.”

Eighth graders Ava DeLeon and 
Noah Cope have experienced both 
sides of the process during their 
years at St. Aloysius.  The eighth 
graders are paired with kindergarten 
students for Mass attendance.  As 
kindergarteners, they recall the 
experience as both positive and 
negative.  

“Our partners guided us and 
walked us through the motions, like 
how to hold our hands,” Ava said. 

 “That helped us pay attention 
more,” Noah said.   “But, I 
remember my church partner telling 
me not to touch things, don’t talk, 
and sitting between my friends and 

I,” he added.
“I remember being excited to be 

the older one when we got to fourth 
grade,” Noah said.  “It was a sign 
that I was more mature and a leader.”

Noah, who is partnered with 
kindergartener Corey Snyder this 
year, shares, “They love playing with 
books. We teach them to fold their 
hands and we model the behavior 
they should follow.  They look up to 
us and will copy what we do.”

“We help them get engaged with 
the Mass,” Ava adds.  “I help my 
partner, (kindergartener Declan 

the book to help them follow the 
songs.  It helps me learn to be more 
engaged, too.  By becoming role 
models of the younger kids we can 
see how to pass the faith on to our 

own kids someday.”
In addition to assisting the 

students at Mass, church partners 
read together during Catholic 
Schools week, according to Mrs. 
Puhl.

“When they see us in the hallway, 
they wave or come over and hug us,” 
Ava said.  “ That feels good.”

Declan says of Ava, “She’s nice 
and kind.”  

“I wouldn’t know what to do.  He 
helps me like my parents,” Corey 
said of Noah.  “I feel happy when I 
see him.  It makes church better.”

The goal for church partners is 
not just training kids to be able to 
sit quiet and still, the real goal is to 
cultivate a love for God, His Son, 
and His Church.

Church partners Noah Cope with Corey Snyder (left) and Declan Frank with Ava 
DeLeon in the pews at St. Aloysius.

Church partners make Mass more meaningful

| by beth genson

cording to the same Spirit. | Corinthihians 1:8



If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, 
and it will be given you.   | James 1:5
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Brian Bryant, St. Aloysius’ new 
Director of Music and Liturgy, is a 
young man of elevated pursuits.   

When he’s not in the choir loft 
in our church, he’s up in the air 

small aircraft. The Curtice, Ohio, 
native and 2019 BGSU graduate is 

a degree in Flight Technology and 
Operations as well as years of church 
music experience. Both pursuits 

Whether up in the air or directing 
music in church, Brian aims high.  “I 
want to provide the best sacred music 
I possibly can,” he said.  Brian’s goal 
is to convey sacred ideas through 
music.  

When planning a liturgy, he said 

reasons. Hymns, handbell selections, 

the readings of the day, he said. 
Musically, “I like to keep the key 
signatures of pieces within a Mass as 
close as possible, so that the music 

lyrically as well as melodically,” 
Bryant said. The goal is a seamless 
whole that instills a spiritual message. 
“The key is to get the congregation 
not to notice,” he said. 

Our organist, Canticle Choir, 
and Handbell Choir director took 
an indirect route to church music. 
Though he grew up in St. Ignatius 
Parish in Oregon, Brian attended 
public schools and made the most 
of middle school and high school 
band and choir opportunities. 
Private lessons in piano and violin 
supplemented his band ensemble 
training in brass. 

Playing for churches began simply 
as a way to have a music job,  he 
said, “but the more I learned about 
liturgy, the more I got into it.” He 

ago and started subbing for local 
organists.  

Solomon Lutheran Church in 
Woodville hired him for three 

months during its organist search. “I 
did all the services,” he said. That 
assignment led to a position as full-
time organist at Bethlehem Lutheran 
in Pemberville. 

Working as a liturgist at St. Al’s 
gives Brian an opportunity “to see 
how all the pieces come together.” 
He enjoys having a say in all aspects 
of liturgy, from church decoration to 
assigning cantors to choosing music 
for all parts of the Mass.  All the 
selections he plays and directs have 
their roots in the belief that music is 
a form of prayer. “Nothing goes into 

some way,” he said. 
Brian quotes an early church 

father who declared, “Every time you 

himself, our music director knows 
the truth of that saying. He hopes 
the members of the St. Aloysius 
congregation feel lifted in prayer by 
the sacred music they sing and hear 
during Mass. 

| by christen giblin

Director of Music & Liturgy Brian Bryant

New music director helps us pray 

St. Aloysius



Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 
and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”   | John 8:32-32

Parishioners asked to update their information

New committee is focusing 
on social justice issues

Some of you may remember that we invited parish members 
to participate on a committee for social justice a few months ago.  
Several people responded. Thank you! We have met three times, 

Father Tom, who presented some general guidelines regarding 
possible activities and areas of focus for the group. 

Current areas of focus include investigating and educating 
ourselves regarding social justice issues and organizations – 
especially those in our local community.  Future goals will focus 
on providing information to the Parish about these groups and the 
needs in our community.  This will include information on volunteer 
opportunities and community support for these groups as needed. 

We would emphasize that our group, the “Life and Justice” 
committee is very much still in the developmental stage.  Our plan 
is to meet every other week for one hour.  We continue to welcome 
committed individuals with an interest in learning about and 
promoting social justice in our community.  

LIFE AND JUSTICE
When we confront issues of 
social justice, the challenge

 may be so over whelming that we 
give up.  Sometimes before we even 
start. Consider this 

As I was walking along the beach 
after a recent storm surge, I discovered 

up out of the ocean and lay dying in 
the morning sun.  In the distance I saw 
a little girl walking back and forth, 

miss,” I asked, “do you really think 
you can make any difference in what 
you’re doing? There are just too many 

The little girl picked up another 

sea.  “I made a difference to that one,”  
she replied.  Now there are two of us 

 m mayay b be e 

Father Tom has asked the 
Development Committee to oversee 
the updating of our parish census. 
This is being done so we have 
accurate contact information, counts 
of households and members, and 
sacramental history for all members. 

Updating our parish records will 
improve communication, focus our 
outreach, foster community and 

PARISH CENSUS

better serve one another.
STEP 1: VERIFICATION CARDS

Parishioners will update their 
parish registry cards after Masses 
starting Feb. 15 and 16 and 
continuing through Ash Wednesday. 
Tables will be set up in the Davis 
Narthex where parishioners can 
check and update their basic contact 

information. Cards stay at church 
and do not go home with families. 
If you don’t have a card, then 
we don’t have you listed as a 
parishioner. You can register by 

STEP 2: MORE DETAILS 
REQUESTED

Every household will be given 
a link to a website where they 
can enter more information. This 
information will be used to verify 
family data or update it. Families 
without internet access will get a 
paper form. Much of this requested 
information will be sacramental 
history.

Thank you in advance for 
participating.

WHO SHOULD BELONG TO THE PARISH?  
Every baptized Catholic or those received into the Church living within 
central Wood County are considered parishioners of St. Aloysius, unless 
they have registered in another parish, such as St. Thomas More, or unless 
they have formally left the Catholic Church by joining some other church 
or religion.  Catholics from outside the parish boundaries are welcome to 
register if they regard St. Aloysius as their primary place of worship and 
feel more connected to us than the neighboring parish.

Interested in joining the Life and Justice Committee?
Please call Deacon Phil at 419-354-1101 



For this very reason, you must make every e"ort to support your faith with goodness, 
and goodness with knowledge,  | 2 Peter 1:5
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ASH WEDNESDAY | February 26

MASSES:  7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.

ASH SERVICES: 10 a.m., Noon, 5:30 p.m.

HOLY THURSDAY | April 9
2:10 p.m. School Prayer Service
7 p.m. Mass
8-11 p.m. Holy Hour in Hartmann Hall 

GOOD FRIDAY | April 10
Noon Service
2 p.m. Stations of the Cross

EASTER VIGIL | April 11
8:30 p.m. 

EASTER | April 12
8 a.m., 10 a.m., and Noon

All Saints, Rossford 
Wednesday, March 4 at 7 p.m.
St. Joseph, Maumee 
Wednesday March 4 at 6:30 p.m.
St. Joseph, Maumee 
Tuesday March 10 at 6:30 p.m.
St. Patrick of Heatherdowns and OLPH
Sunday March 15 at 1:30 p.m. 
St. John XXIII 
Tuesday March 24 at 7 p.m. 
St. Aloysius
Thursday March 26 at 7 p.m.
St. Rose, Perrysburg 
Monday March 30 at 7 p.m.
St. Thomas More
Wednesday April 8 at 9 p.m. 

RECONCILIATION SERVICES

C
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L
E
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R

DAY OF 
GRACE 

St. Aloysius
Wednesday

April 8
8 a.m. 

to 8 p.m.


