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MASS SCHEDULE 

 

ALL PUBLIC MASSES SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

Please call or e-mail your prayer requests to Clare Coulon at 387-6671 or ccoulon@sacredheartbr.org 

In accordance with the 

“shelter at home” directive 

issued by Governor Edwards,  

 

Sacred Heart of Jesus  

Parish Office is closed 

to the public until   

Monday, April 13, 2020. 

All staff will remain available 

by working remotely during 

this period. Parishioners may 

continue to reach us at 

225.387.6671 

Monday through Friday from 

10 am to 2 pm. 

or visit our website to contact 

our staff members directly. 

 

Please visit our website at 

www.SacredHeartBR.org  

 & join our email list for the 

most current information.  

 

Our prayers are with you! Stay 

safe and healthy! 
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Here is an article written by a priest friend, Fr. Todd Loyd, Pastor of 

Immaculate Conception Church in Lakeland, LA. (Fr. Loyd is also the 

Chaplain of Angola Prison.) I definitely subscribe to the thoughts expressed 

herein: 

In Christ, 

The history of ancient Israel had some high and glorious moments, but it also had times 

of desolation. Time and again the Chosen People broke their covenant with God, and 

reaped the consequences. The Lord never abandoned them, but He did chasten them by 

removing them from formal worship. Their freedom to offer Him worship was 

obstructed, either by their own tyrannical leaders who turned to pagan worship, or by 

foreign powers who removed them from their lands and thus made it physically impossible for them to get to the 

Temple. The worst instance of this was during the time of the Babylonian Exile. The Temple was destroyed, and 

many of the Jews were taken to Babylon as a servant class. The first reading from this past Tuesday’s Mass was a 

prayer to God from the Book of Daniel, which bemoans this time where proper worship is not possible. The 

prayer said, “For we are reduced, O Lord, beyond any other nation, brought low everywhere in the world this day 

because of our sins. We have in our day no prince, prophet, or leader, no burnt offering, sacrifice, oblation, or 

incense, no place to offer first fruits, to find favor with you.” 

This reading was appropriate for our own current situation. We too find ourselves unable to gather together in 

the church to offer our regular worship to God. We know the physical reality that has caused this to be so – the 

spread of COVID-19. But perhaps we should also consider the spiritual dimensions at play in this sad time. Is 

this, like for the Israelites before us, a time of chastening from the Lord? Or, perhaps this is a time of spiritual 

oppression from the Evil One? Or is this spiritual desolation we experience now something else; such as a 

communal dark night of the soul – where God removes consolation from us, not so much out chastisement, but 

rather out of a desire to draw us further into His mystery? 

I do not claim to know for sure, and thus offer this merely as a matter for prayer, not faith. But I think that the 

answer could be all three: God is chastening us for sin; He has unleashed some evil; and this “dark night” is one 

intended to help us move closer to Him in a more purified way. 

 

With Israel, it was almost always a failure to offer worthy worship to God that brought about their suffering. 

They either neglected the worship all together, or they defiled their worship through bad conduct, even by 

mingling their worship of God with paganism. I think it is safe to say that we have taken for granted the worship 

of God in the Eucharist. As has been well documented, the belief of many Catholics in the Real Presence of 

Christ in the Eucharist is gone. Many people receive Holy Communion with grave and unrepented sin on their 

souls. And we who believe still have perhaps failed to show the real honor due our Lord in the Eucharist. We 

treat the Mass as a “right” that is our due, and as a time to gather together to celebrate our solidarity in faith, or 

to be “uplifted” by cheerful music, preaching, and prayer. 

The problem is that all of this severely misses the mark of truth. We do not have a right to the Eucharist. It is a 

radical gift more precious than anything that exists in the universe – that is infinitely beyond us, and therefore 

ought not be taken for granted, but appreciated and approached with profound reverence. The Mass is not 

primarily a moment of human solidarity, but is a moment of encounter with the Divine. Only through the 

transcendent, “vertical”, motion between man and God, does the communal, “horizontal”, motion take place. 

We are united to one another only because of our common turning to and union with God. And the Eucharist is 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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(Continued from Page 2) 

 

not for our enjoyment. It is a re-presentation of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, to God the Father, on our behalf 

because we are sinners. Perhaps, then, we are being invited by God in this time of exile to consider the great 

privilege it is to have Mass and to not take it for granted; to consider how our lives should morally conform to 

Christ if we are going to receive Him in Holy Communion; and refine our understanding of what true worship is. 

The second possibility, an unleashing of evil, seems obvious. Nothing happens without God’s allowing it. In 

scripture, and in our theology, sin is always followed by some consequence. Many curses followed the sin of 

Adam, not the least of which was death. The great flood came after all the world had fallen into evil. In the 

Second Book of Samuel, as a result of David’s sin, God allows a plague to kill many in Judah. And the 

Babylonian Exile was a result of lawlessness. If the first point is true, that we are being chastened, then the 

second could be the mode by which God is chastening us. But, the Lord’s justice is always animated by His 

mercy. Temporal consequences of sin bring forth the possibility of being set free from sin eternally. There is no 

greater example of this than the Cross of our Lord. He took on Himself the results of all sin, and through that 

sacrifice won for us the opportunity to be saved from sin, and be reconciled with God. No doubt about it, the 

Cross was evil, as was death, the flood, the plagues, and the exiles. But the Lord outwits evil time and again by 

using the very suffering caused by it as a means to show mercy. Our suffering now may be a time of Divine 

justice – which is always an opportunity for Divine Mercy. 

 

Finally, there is the reality of a “dark night of the soul”. Many of the saints, most famously St. John of the Cross, 

and more recently Mother Teresa, experienced a time where their radical union with Christ brought them to 

experience a loss of consolation in their faithfulness. It is the Lord sharing His most bitter moment on the Cross 

with His holy ones. It is Jesus praying Psalm 22 from the Cross – “My God, my God, why have you abandoned 

me?” – experienced by His members in the Church. The highest form of love is a desire for union with the object 

of one’s love. Those in radical love with Christ are invited to move closer into that union by being stripped of 

every consolation. Their relationship with Christ – holy living, virtue, selfless charity, purity, prayer, etc. – is 

refined and intensified by God removing any experiential benefit of it from them. In other words, the holy ones 

of God are invited to be holy, even though it does not make them feel good – and even makes them suffer, just 

as Jesus’ holiness brought Him to the Cross. 

 

This time of exclusion may be a taste, a small taste, of the dark night for us all. Perhaps we are being invited to be 

faithful without the benefits that we usually experience of that faithfulness. Maybe the Lord is inviting us into 

closer union with Him. This Lent may be a time of profound blessing where we are given an opportunity to be 

intimately with Christ in the desert, in Gethsemane, and on the Cross. Our consolation is being stripped for a 

time so that our faith may be refined and intensified. That our union with Christ might grow, not for some 

experienced benefit, but purely for the sake of itself – for love. 

 

During the time in exile, the Jews continued to pray to God, though they could not gather for their formal 

worship. That was not a wasted time for them. They learned to better appreciate their unique relationship with 

God, were purified of sin, and turned back to God with a greater sincerity. Though they could not go to the 

Temple of Jerusalem to offer their sacrifices, they offered God their purified heart in prayer. No matter the 

reason or causes behind our current situation, this is a time for us to offer a similar sacrifice of prayer, in union 

with Jesus, and with the words from that prayer from the Book of Daniel: “But with contrite heart and humble 

spirit let us be received; As though it were burnt offerings of rams and bullocks, or thousands of fat lambs, So let 

our sacrifice be in your presence today as we follow you unreservedly; for those who trust in you cannot be put 

to shame. And now we follow you with our whole heart, we fear you and we pray to you. Do not let us be put to 

shame, but deal with us in your kindness and great mercy. Deliver us by your wonders, and bring glory to your 

name, O Lord.” 

 

Totus Tuus, 

Fr. Todd Lloyd 
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Dear Magnificat Family, 

 

During this difficult time, many of the faithful  are unable to attend Mass. To help them sanctify their day 

and to keep walking in the3 liturgical rhythm of the Church, we are honored to make our online version of 

MAGNIFICAT available to everyone for free. Please visit www.magnificat.com/free to gain access. 

 

It is our hope that everyone will take this opportunity to pray with MAGNIFICAT in union with the Church 

each Sunday and weekday. 

 

Please pray with us for a speedy and safe end to this time of difficulty in our world. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Romain Lizé, President 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT FROM 

Supporting our Mission 

 

A big “thank you” to all of those participating in online giving with WeShare!  Online giving has been a big 

help to our parish.  Sacred Heart of Jesus Church has received more consistent donations and been able to 

re-prioritize office tasks.  WeShare saves the administrative staff valuable time with its ability to accept credit 

and debit cards and to make automatic withdrawals from checking and savings accounts.  This means more 

time to serve you and our mission as parish. 

 

No matter how you give, your gifts are always appreciated!  If you have not yet made the switch to online 

giving, we invite you to consider doing so.  Online giving offers our parish a stable, sustainable future.  We 

know that you share in this vision and we’re excited about giving our parishioners many ways to participate 

in our growth as a parish family.  Thank you for your support!  

Visit sacredheartbr.weshareonline.org, click on offertory collection. 

Select your donation amount and frequency. 

Enter in your account and payment information. 

Stewardship of Finance at  

Sacred Heart of Jesus Church 

 

Stewardship is made easier than ever with our online giving system, WeShare. 

 

Make your one-time or recurring donation using your 

debit card, credit card, checking, or savings account. 



Sunday, March 29: 5th Sunday of Lent 

 

Monday, March 30: Lenten Weekday 

 

Tuesday, March 31: Lenten Weekday 

 

Wednesday, April 1: Lenten Weekday 

 

Thursday, April 2: : St. 

Francis of Paola, Hermit: 

After accompanying his 

parents on a pilgrimage to 

Rome and Assisi, Francis 

began to live as a 

contemplative hermit in a 

remote cave near Paola. 

Followers soon came.  

When his disciples had 

grown in number, Francis established a Rule for his 

community. This was the founding of the Hermits of 

St. Francis of Assisi, who were approved by the Holy 

See in 1474.  Humility was to be the hallmark of the 

brothers as it had been in Francis’s personal life. 

Besides the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, 

Francis’ followers accepted a fourth obligation of a 

perpetual Lenten fast.   Francis possessed the gifts of 

miracles and prophecy; he was a defender of the 

poor and oppressed.  Following the request of Pope 

Sixtus IV, Francis traveled to Paris to help Louis XI 

prepare for his death. While there he helped to 

restore peace between France and Brittany by 

advising a marriage between the ruling families, and 

between France and Spain by persuading Louis XI to 

return some disputed land.  Francis died while at the 

French court.  

 

Friday, April 3: Lenten Weekday 

 

Saturday, April 4:  

St. Isidore, Bishop and 

Doctor of the Church: 

Isidore was archbishop of 

Seville, Spain about the year 

600 during a time when the 

Spanish church witnessed 

n um e r o u s  c o u n c i l s , 

including the fourth 

Council of Toledo.  Isidore 

headed this council, which 

decreed union between 

church and state, toleration of Jews, and uniformity 

in the Spanish Mass. He sought the conversion of 

the Visigoths from Arianism.  Isidore is well known 

for his literary work, Etymologie, which was widely 

read throughout the Middle Ages.  Isidore’s other 

writings included works on linguistics, works on 

natural science and cosmology and works on history. 

His theological works included biographies of 86 

biblical persons, a handbook of moral theology and a 

spiritual meditation.  Isidore was canonized in 1598. 

Pope Innocent XIII declared him a doctor of the 

church in 1722.  

 

Sunday, April 5: Palm Sunday of the Passion of 

the Lord 
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PLEASE LOGIN TO OUR WEBSITE FOR THE 

MOST CURRENT INFORMATION ABOUT PUBLIC 

MASS SUSPENSIONS IN THE DIOCESE OF BATON ROUGE. 

www.sacredheartbr.org (Click join the email list to stay informed.) 
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SUNDAY NURSERY:  

Closed until further notice. 

 

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA 

Suspended until further notice. 

 

NOVENA TO THE SACRED 

HEART OF JESUS 

EVERY 1ST FRIDAY OCTOBER - JUNE 

SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSIONS 

 

Suspended until further notice. 

 

MARRIAGE 

Couples should contact the Parish Office at least six (6) 

months prior to the desired date and must complete the 

Marriage Preparation Program. 

 

 

BAPTISM 

Seminar required. Please visit the website or call the 

Parish Office for information. 

 

CARE OF THE SICK 

Visits made regularly to hospitalized and homebound. 

Contact the Parish Office for Anointing of the Sick or 

to receive Holy Communion. 

 

FUNERAL PLANNING 

Please call  the Parish Office prior to scheduling 

with the funeral home. 

Sunday, March 29 

Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-

4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Rom 8:8-

11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 

17, 20-27, 33b-45 

 

 Monday, March 30 

Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 

33-62 or 13:41c-62/Ps 

23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/Jn 

8:1-11 

Tuesday, March 31 

Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-

18, 19-21/Jn 8:21-30 

 

 

 

Wednesday, April 1 

Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 

3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/Jn 8:31

-42 

 

Thursday, April 2 

Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 

8-9 [8a]/Jn 8:51-59 

 

 

 

Friday, April 3 

Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 

3bc-4, 5-6, 7 [cf. 7]/Jn 

10:31-42 

Saturday, April 4 

Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-

12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/Jn 

11:45-56 

 

 

Sunday, April 5 

Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 

22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 

[2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 

26:14—27:66 or 27:11-54 

Date  Intention(s) 

Tuesday 

03-31-20 

Joseph Regeci 

Kevin Keyser 

Wednesday 

04-01-20 

Mary Amorello 

Frank Culotta 

Thursday 

04-02-20 

Karen Kennedy Smith 

Joe Regeci 

Friday 

04-03-20 

Kevin Keyser 

The Saia, Brian, Parrino & Fryou Families 

Saturday 

04-04-20 

Parishioners of Sacred Heart 

Sunday 

04-05-20 

Cecilia & Shelley Tramonte 

Deceased Members of the Emille &  

Stella B. Prejean Families 

 Bobbie Mae Black; Garrett Hunter Hughes; H. David 

Smith; Francis Crifasi; Mary Amorello; Philip Rhorer, III; 

Frank Culotta 

 

A VOCATION VIEW 

Fifth Sunday of Lent -

March 29, 2020 

 

Out of love Jesus gave Lazarus life.  You too can 

offer God’s love through ministry as a priest, sister 

or brother.  If you think God is calling you, call Fr. 

Andrew Merrick at (225) 336-8778, 

amerrick@diobr.org. 

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR 

MASS INTENTIONS 

IN YOUR DAILY PRAYER. 
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 PAT’S GARAGE DOORS 
 and REPAIRS

 Office 
(225) 261-4944

 www.patsgaragedoor.com

Contact Debra Mayeux to place an ad today! 
dmayeux@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6524

 2-C-4-2 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0803
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Toys and Gifts for Children
Established 1984

(225) 924-3632
vts1984@cox.net

5466 Government Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Attorneys at Law
7908 Wrenwood Boulevard 

 Baton Rouge, LA 70809
(225) 224-2222  •  (800) 374-8422

Eulis Simien, Jr.
Personal Injury Attorney

200 Government Street, Ste 200 • Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Anthony’s ItAlIAn DelI
Baton Rouge’s 

Only True Italian Deli Since 1978
Home of tHe Best muffoletta

5575 Government St.

225-272-6817

225-927-3463
DRAKIN.COM

225-763-2288
10111 Perkins Rowe   

Baton Rouge

www.bin77.com

Hughes Mechanical Contractors
Air Conditioning & Heating

All BrAnds
Commercial & Residential

225-658-2147
~ 35 Years Experience ~

225.925.8710 
www.rotorooterbr.com

Henry’s Service Center
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

Wallace O. Powelle
534 Jefferson Hwy.

924-2166

225-412-4848
www.centerlinela.com

Serving Baton Rouge since 1925

2731 North Street
343-3022 
383-0451

www.marinoandson.com

TREE CARE • INSURED
Call: 383-7316

E.H. (Eddie) LeBlanc

Serving Baton Rouge Since 1967

225-927-2906
519 N Foster Drive

7:00 - 5:00 M-F
8:00 - 3:00 Sat

NCHardware.com

Sacred Heart of Jesus Church
www.sacredheartbr.org

Fourrier
Insurance Agency

Since 1946
383-0682

4275 Government St.

 Discover the Catholic Difference
 Rely on the Knights of Columbus to protect your family’s future.

 Dustin Dean, FICF, MBA, MDRT

 (225) 247-8442 • dustin.dean@kofc.org
LIFE INSURANCE    DISABILITY INSURANCE    LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE    RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Mary Beth Shoptaugh, CPA, LLC
Income Tax & Accounting Services 

4605 Bluebonnet Blvd, Suite B 
(225) 766-1116 Ext. 6

Bottomless Mimosas!
225-346-8422  

SUNDAY BRUNCH
10:30AM-3PM

 Knights of Columbus
 Monsignor Dominic Blasco Council 3298
 Since 1950
Contact Raymond Calandro            225-802-2997

5601 Government St.
(next to Anthony’s deli)

225-313-1299
www.trubluewater.com

3869 Government St., Baton Rouge

Italian Market 
Muffulettas

Specialty Meats
225-218-4361


