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August 23, 2020:  Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

2250 Main Street  •  Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 

OFFICE HOURS: Monday–Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.,  Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon (Closed Daily for Lunch 12:00 – 12:30 p.m.) 

Telephone: 225.387.6671    •    Fax: 225.387.6674    •    Email: info@sacredheartbr.org    •    Website: www.sacredheartbr.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.  •   Sunday: 9:00 & 11:00 a.m./50% Capacity 

Tuesday & Wednesday: 8:00 a.m.    •   Thursday & Friday: 9:00 a.m. (1st Friday of every month, Mass is at 12 noon.) 

Church is open for prayer Tuesday - Friday; 12 noon - 4 p.m. (Call Parish Office for  More Information) 

Please call or e-mail your prayer requests to Clare Coulon at 387-6671 or ccoulon@sacredheartbr.org 

Per the directives of  Governor 

Edwards and Bishop Michael 

Duca, we ask that everyone 

wear face masks at all times.  

 

The Sunday Mass obligation 

continues to be dispensed for all 

Catholics indefinitely. 

 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4 p.m. 

Sunday  9 & 11 a.m.  

Tuesday and Wednesday  8 a.m. 

Thursday and Friday  9 a.m. 

 

In Phase II, we are able to 

accommodate 50% capacity 

per Mass on a 

first come, first serve basis. 

 

Fr. Walsh’s weekly homily can be 

found on the website. 

Sign up for emails on the website 

and receive his weekly homily. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A VOCATION VIEW 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 23, 2020 

 

The Lord is calling people from the East and 

West and North and South as priests and 

deacons, sisters and brothers.  Are you one of 

them?   If you feel God is calling you, call or 

email Father Josh Johnson at (225) 336-8778, 

jjohnson@diobr.org, or visit www.diobr.org/

vocations. 
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First Reading: Is 22:19-23  

 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

 

Thus says the LORD to Shebna, master of the palace: 

“I will thrust you from your office 

   and pull you down from your station. 

On that day I will summon my servant 

   Eliakim, son of Hilkiah; 

I will clothe him with your robe, 

   and gird him with your sash, 

   and give over to him your authority. 

He shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 

   and to the house of Judah. 

I will place the key of the House of David on Eliakim’s 

shoulder; 

   when he opens, no one shall shut 

   when he shuts, no one shall open. 

I will fix him like a peg in a sure spot, 

   to be a place of honor for his family.” 

 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 

 

R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of 

your hands. 

 

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart, 

   for you have heard the words of my mouth; 

in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise; 

   I will worship at your holy temple. R.  

 

I will give thanks to your name, 

   because of your kindness and your truth: 

When I called, you answered me; 

   you built up strength within me. R.  

 

The LORD is exalted, yet the lowly he sees, 

   and the proud he knows from afar. 

Your kindness, O LORD, endures forever; 

   forsake not the work of your hands. R.  

 

 

Second Reading: Rom 11:33-36 

 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 

 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of 

God! 

How inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable his 

ways! 

 

   For who has known the mind of the Lord 

      or who has been his counselor? 

   Or who has given the Lord anything 

      that he may be repaid? 

For from him and through him and for him are all things. 

To him be glory forever. Amen. 

 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation: Mt 16:18  

 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

You are Peter and upon this rock I will build my Church 

and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. R.  

 

 

Gospel: Mt 16:13-20  

 

The Lord be with you.  R. And with your spirit 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  

R. Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and 

   he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, 

   still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 

Simon Peter said in reply, 

   “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

Jesus said to him in reply, 

   “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. 

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 

heavenly Father. 

And so I say to you, you are Peter, 

   and upon this rock I will build my church, 

   and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. 

I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. 

Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; 

   and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 

Then he strictly ordered his disciples 

   to tell no one that he was the Christ. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The Great Divorce 

 

Have you ever thought about hell, wondered what it would be like?  Maybe 

you have a vision of a burning lake of fire, or maybe you see it as a frozen wasteland.  

There are even those who, ignoring the Gospels and what they say about damnation, 

believe hell is a fun place where all the “best” people are going to be.  One of the 

most interesting images of hell comes from C.S. Lewis.  Lewis was a 20

th

 century 

Anglican writer who wrote extensively about Christianity.   

 

Among Lewis’ many writings is a thought provoking allegory called The Great Divorce.  It’s a story of souls taken 

on a bus ride from a gloomy, grey town to a gloriously bright and beautiful place.  The grey town is hell or purgatory 

depending on whether you stay there or not; the bright and beautiful place is the foothills of heaven.  The souls getting off 

the bus are insubstantial – they are ghostlike, and this new and beautiful land is painful to them in their insubstantial state.  

While there they meet many people – some they knew in life, some are angelic, but all of them encourage the visitors to 

make the journey to the mountains, in other words to cast off their sins, selfishness and pride and enter heaven itself.  Some 

do, and as they go forward toward the mountains they become more substantial and begin to absorb the joy and beauty of 

the place.  Others refuse any change; they are sunk in their selfishness and pride and can’t wait to get away from this place 

of pain and get back on the bus which will take them to their self-chosen hell.  Theologically, Lewis is describing the 

difference between damned souls and those who go to purgatory.  The souls in purgatory long for purification so they may 

enter heaven, and so they accept gladly whatever pain is needed for purification, but the damned will not choose heaven- 

their sins are mortal and they cannot escape the choices they have made. 

 

There are many themes in The Great Divorce, but the theme of insubstantiality vs. substance is a critical one.  

You see the characters in this allegory who return to the bus have made a series of choices throughout their lives.  They 

have chosen things that are insubstantial and have become what they chose.  They didn’t begin life as damned souls, but 

they looked for their good in something that, eternally speaking, was hollow and destructive.  They looked for their good 

within themselves – in their egos, their desires, their prejudices, their wealth or social standing – all ephemeral and 

ultimately useless things.  They were seeking to make themselves complete in something other than God 

 

We each have a hole in our heart that must be filled.  We were made for God and only God can truly satisfy us, but 

many of us either don’t realize this or reject it.  If we have no relationship with God, or if that relationship is lukewarm or 

sporadic, we still have to fill the hole.  If we don’t allow God to fill it something else will.  It might be money or sex or fame 

or possessions; revenge and hatred can also fill this hole and give a purpose to life, even as it destroys the person from the 

inside out. 

 

The truth is, and Lewis has it exactly right: when we fall into mortal sin, the less real we become.  All sin, but 

especially serious sin, hollows us out from the inside until there is nothing left of us, the human being God created in love 

to serve him and be with him in heaven is gone.  For the soul in hell there is only the sin.  For Lewis, to be in hell is 

ultimately to be alone.  Love, sacrificial and demanding, is real and substantial, but the damned, who have turned away from 

the real, cannot love, and so they are alone.   

 

I am reminded of the words of Jesus as he lamented over Jerusalem in the Gospel of Matthew [Mt 23:37].  He says: 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you that kill the prophets, and stone them who are sent to you, how often would I have gathered your children 

together, even as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, but you would not! 

“…but you would not” that is the motto of hell.  As Jesus mourned Jerusalem and the refusal of most of its citizens to 

accept him, he also mourned for all the souls throughout time who choose the unreal and the temporary and would not 

choose him. 

 

We live in a world that more and more seeks the temporary and turns away from belief in and obedience to God.  The 

news today is rife with men and women espousing hatred for Jesus and for his Church, burning Bibles, desecrating the 

Eucharist and mocking the good news of the Gospels.  They are hollow men and women who say they are trying to build a 

better world, but that world can never be “better” because that which makes it real, that which informs it with love and 

mercy, justice and peace – God - has been denied and eliminated.  As Jesus said … they would not.  

 

Clare Coulon 



Sunday, August 23: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Monday, August 17: St. Bartholomew, Apostle: We know little 

about Bartholomew.  In the New Testament he is mentioned only in 

the lists of the apostles. Some scholars identify him with Nathanael, 

a man of Cana in Galilee who was summoned to Jesus by Philip. 

Jesus paid him a great compliment: “Here is a true Israelite. There is 

no duplicity in him” (John 1:47b). Nathanael was one of those to 

whom Jesus appeared on the shore of the Sea of Tiberias after his 

resurrection (see John 21:1-14).  Tradition says he was martyred in 

India.   

 

Tuesday, August 18: St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest: St. 

Louis (b. 1214- d. 1270) was a good and wise king.  He reformed 

the civil administration of his kingdom and replaced trial by battle 

with a form of examination of witnesses and encouraged the use of 

written records in court.  Louis was devoted to his people, founding 

hospitals, visiting the sick, caring for the poor daily and tending 

those with leprosy.  As king, he united French society through the 

force of his personality and his holiness.  Disturbed by new Muslim 

advances in Syria, he led his second crusade in 1267, at the age of 41. 

His army was decimated by disease within a month, and Louis 

himself died on foreign soil at the age of 56. He was canonized 27 

years later. 

 

St. Joseph (b. 1556 – d. 1648) was born in Spain, but spent most of 

his adult life in Rome.  Ordained a priest he had training in canon 

law and theology and was respected for his wisdom and 

administrative abilities.  Joseph, while performing his theological 

work, observed the poor, uneducated children in the streets of 

Rome.  He tried to get local religious communities interested in the 

care of these children, but when he couldn’t, he and several 

companions began to provide free schooling for them. Many 

children came.  Pope Clement VIII gave support to the school, and 

soon more schools were opened.  The community of teachers gained 

recognition as a religious community, the Clerks Regular of Religious 

Schools—Piarists.  It did not take long for problems to surface, and 

ambitions and political maneuvering and rivalries led to the 

suppression of the Piarists. Only after Joseph’s death were they again 

recognized as a religious community.   

 

Wednesday, August 19: Weekday 

 

Thursday, August 20: St. Monica (b.332 – d.387): Monica grew 

up a Christian but was given in marriage to a pagan.  Her husband 

was a difficult man with a violent temper.   Monica also had to deal 

with a cantankerous mother-in-law who lived in her home.  She had 

a hard life, but her prayers and example eventually won her husband 

and mother-in-law to Christianity. Monica had at least three children 

who survived infancy. The oldest, Augustine, is the most famous. At 

the time of his father=s death, Augustine was 17 and a rhetoric 

student in Carthage. Monica was distressed to learn that her son had 

accepted the Manichean heresy and was living an immoral life.  She 

struggled with this and feared for her son=s soul.  Monica did not 

abandon Augustine B she stayed very close to him, praying and 

fasting for him.  She followed her son to Italy and ultimately to 

Milan where St. Ambrose became her spiritual director. Monica 

became a leader of Christian women in Milan.  Her prayers finally 

were answered when Augustine was baptized in 387 by St. Ambrose.  

She became ill shortly after his baptism and died quickly thereafter. 

 

Friday, August 21: St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the 

Church (b. 354 – d.430): Augustine was born in 354 in Tagaste 

(modern Algeria) to a pagan father and a Christian mother.  He was a 

brilliant scholar who gave up the Christian faith in which he was 

raised to live a life of moral laxity, taking a mistress with whom he 

lived for 14 years and who bore him a son.  During these years he 

practiced a Manichaean faith.  In time Augustine came in contact 

with St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, who explained the faith to him 

in such a way that he embraced it wholeheartedly, being baptized on 

Easter in the year 387.  He returned to North Africa, sold his 

property and gave the proceeds to the poor.  He gathered around 

him like minded men and lived a monastic life.  Augustine was 

ordained a priest in 390 and a bishop five years later.  His intellect 

made him a strong champion of Christian orthodoxy against many 

heresies including Manichaeism, Donatism, and Pelegianism.  His 

writings are voluminous B there are treatises, sermons, letters and his 

three his greatest works:  Confessions, The City of God; and The Trinity.  

Augustine is known as the Doctor of Grace, and with the possible 

exception of St. Thomas Aquinas, was the greatest single intellect the 

Church has ever produced.  Augustine died in 430.  

 

Saturday, August 22: The Passion of St. John the Baptist: The 

drunken oath of a king, a seductive dance and the vengeance of a 

queen combined to bring about the passion and death of John the 

Baptist.  John died because he did not hesitate to accuse the guilty, 

did not hesitate to speak the truth.  The truth that led directly to his 

death was his condemnation of King Herod’s marriage to his 

brother’s wife.  In many ways John’s life not only pointed the way to 

Christ but also paralleled it.  His life and death were a giving over of 

self for God and other people. His simple style of life was one of 

complete detachment from earthly possessions. John’s heart was 

centered on God. Confident of God’s grace, he had the courage to 

speak words of condemnation, repentance, and salvation.  

 

Sunday, August 23: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

SUNDAY NURSERY:  

Closed until further notice. 

 

NOVENA TO OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP 

Follows 8:00 a.m. Mass on Tuesday 

 

NOVENA TO THE SACRED 

HEART OF JESUS 

EVERY 1ST FRIDAY OCTOBER - JUNE 

CONFESSIONS: 11 a.m.  MASS: 12 noon 

NOVENA: 12:30 p.m. 

 

 

CONFESSIONS 

Tuesday & Wednesday, 7:30 a.m. 

Thursday & Friday 8:30 a.m  

Saturday 2:30—3:30 p.m. and by appointment. 

 

MARRIAGE 

Couples should contact the Parish Office at least six (6) 

months prior to the desired date and must complete the 

Marriage Preparation Program. 

 

BAPTISM 

Seminar required. Please visit the website or call the 

Parish Office for information. 

 

CARE OF THE SICK 

Visits made regularly to hospitalized and homebound. 

Contact the Parish Office for Anointing of the Sick or 

to receive Holy Communion. 

 

FUNERAL PLANNING 

Please call  the Parish Office prior to scheduling 

with the funeral home. 
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Date Mass Intention(s) 

Tuesday 

08-25-20 

8 a.m. William Moreland 

Wednesday 

08-26-20 

8 a.m. Frank Culotta 

Thursday 

08-27-20 

9 a.m. Betty Rosewall 

Friday 

08-28-20 

9 a.m. Sr. Catherine Laborre 

Saturday 

08-29-20 

4 p.m. Parishioners of Sacred Heart 

Sunday 

08-30-20 

9 a.m. Cecilia & Shelley Tramonte 

Jennie Crifasi Fonte 

 11 a.m. Anthony Saia; Frank Culotta; James Madison 

Bouanchaud 

MON 

24 

No Daily Mass 

Knights of Columbus Officers’ Meeting, 6:30 p.m., KC 

Office 

TUE 

25 

Daily Mass/Novena, 8 a.m., Church 

Church Open For Prayer 12 noon - 4 p.m. 

WED 

26 

Daily Mass, 8 a.m., Church 

Church Open For Prayer 12 noon - 4 p.m. 

THU 

27 

Daily Mass, 9 a.m., Church 

Church Open For Prayer 12 noon - 4 p.m. 

FRI 

28 

Daily Mass, 9 a.m., Church 

Church Open For Prayer 12 noon - 4 p.m. 

SAT 

29 

Confessions, 2:30 - 3:30 p.m. 

Vigil Mass, 4 p.m., Church 

SUN 

30 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Masses, 9 & 11 a.m.  

Confirmation Class, 9 a.m., AC-Fr. Blasco Rm. 

PSR Make-up Class, 9:30 a.m., AC-Fr. Smith Rm. 

Sunday, August 23 

Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 

6, 8 [8bc]/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 

16:13-20 

 

Monday, August 24 

Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 

12-13, 17-18 [12]/Jn 1:45-51 

Tuesday, August 25 

2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 

96:10, 11-12, 13 [13b]/Mt 

23:23-26 

 

Wednesday, August 26 

2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 

128:1-2, 4-5 [1]/Mt 23:27-32 

Thursday, August 27 

1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 

6-7 [1]/Mt 24:42-51 

 

 

Friday, August 28 

1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 

10-11 [5]/Mt 25:1-13 

 

Saturday, August 29 

1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 71:1-2, 3-

4a, 5-6ab, 15ab and 17 [cf. 

15ab]/Mk 6:17-29 

 

Sunday, August 30 

Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8

-9 [2b]/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 

16:21-27 
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Confirmation Registration. All 11

th

 graders who are 

baptized Catholics are eligible to receive the sacrament of 

Confirmation.  Registration for Confirmation is now available 

on our parish web site – www.sacredheartbr.org.  The 

registration deadline is August 20.  Classes will be held in 

person with appropriate infection control methods including 

the wearing of masks.  If you have any questions, please call 

Clare Coulon at the parish office. 

 

PSR Registration. PSR registration is open 

now on the parish web site – 

www.sacredheartbr.org  for grades 1, 3-12.  

PSR classes for these grades are virtual and 

self-paced.  Registration is open until the end of August. 

 

PSR Registration – 2

nd

 grade. PSR registration for 2

nd

 

graders is now open.  These classes are held in common with 

appropriate infection control methods including the wearing 

of masks.  Registration for 2

nd

 grade PSR can be found at the 

parish web site listed under “Sacraments – 1

st

 Reconciliation 

and 1

st

 Eucharist”.  If you have any questions, please call Clare 

Coulon at the parish office. 

 

RCIA. RCIA – the Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults is a program 

designed to present the Catholic faith 

to persons considering the possibility 

of becoming Catholic.  It is also a 

program appropriate for people 

interested in the Faith, but not yet 

ready to consider conversion.  Adult 

Catholics who have not been confirmed are also invited to 

take part in this program to prepare for that sacrament.  If you 

or someone you know is interested, please call (387-6671) or  

e-mail Clare Coulon (ccoulon@sacredheartbr.org) for more 

information. 



 

Pastor 

Reverend Miles Walsh 

 

Pastoral Associate 

Deacon Clayton Hollier 

 

Business Manager 

Mrs. Tiffany Dykes 

 

Director of Religious Education  

Ms. Clare Coulon 

 

Receptionist/Bookkeeper 

Mrs. Denise Williston 

 

Facilities Services Manager 

Mr. Jonathan  Olivier 

 

Maintenance Assistant 

Ms. Latasha Reed 

 

Maintenance Assistant 

Mr. Warren Stevens 

 

Youth Coordinator 

Mrs. Nicole Salassi 

 

Organist 

Mr. Davis Hotard 

 

Wedding Coordinator 

Mrs. Terri Huff 

 

Sunday Nursery 

Mrs. Sara Smith 

 

Contribution Accounting 

Mrs. Mary Eggart 

2251 Main Street  •  Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 

Mrs. Cecilia Methvin, Principal 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS: Monday–Friday 7:45 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.,  (Summer Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.) 

Telephone: 225.383.7481    •    Fax: 225.383.1810    •    Email: info@sacredheartbr.com    •    Website: www.sacredheartbr.com 
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  PAT’S GARAGE DOORS PAT’S GARAGE DOORS 
 and and REPAIRS REPAIRS

 Office 
(225) 261-4944

 www.patsgaragedoor.com

Contact Debra Mayeux to place an ad today! 
dmayeux@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6524

 2-C-4-2 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0803
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Toys and Gifts for Children
Established 1984

(225) 924-3632
vts1984@cox.net

5466 Government Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Attorneys at Law
7908 Wrenwood Boulevard 

 Baton Rouge, LA 70809
(225) 224-2222  •  (800) 374-8422

Eulis Simien, Jr.
Personal Injury Attorney

200 Government Street, Ste 200 • Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Anthony’s ItAlIAn DelIAnthony’s ItAlIAn DelI
Baton Rouge’s Baton Rouge’s 

Only True Italian Deli Since 1978Only True Italian Deli Since 1978
Home of tHe Best muffolettaHome of tHe Best muffoletta

5575 Government St.5575 Government St.

225-272-6817225-272-6817

225-927-3463
DRAKIN.COM

225-763-2288
10111 Perkins Rowe   

Baton Rouge

www.bin77.com

Hughes Mechanical ContractorsHughes Mechanical Contractors
Air Conditioning & HeatingAir Conditioning & Heating

All BrAndsAll BrAnds
Commercial & ResidentialCommercial & Residential

225-658-2147225-658-2147
~ 35 Years Experience ~~ 35 Years Experience ~

225.925.8710 
www.rotorooterbr.com

Henry’s Service Center
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

Wallace O. Powelle
534 Jefferson Hwy.

924-2166

225-412-4848
www.centerlinela.com

TREE CARE • INSURED
Call: 383-7316

E.H. (Eddie) LeBlanc

Serving Baton Rouge Since 1967

225-927-2906
519 N Foster Drive

7:00 - 5:00 M-F
8:00 - 3:00 Sat

NCHardware.com

Sacred Heart of Jesus Church
www.sacredheartbr.org

FourrierFourrier
Insurance AgencyInsurance Agency

Since 1946
383-0682383-0682

4275 Government St.4275 Government St.

 Discover the Catholic Difference
 Rely on the Knights of Columbus to protect your family’s future.

 Dustin Dean, FICF, MBA, MDRT

 (225) 247-8442 • dustin.dean@kofc.org
LIFE INSURANCE    DISABILITY INSURANCE    LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE    RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Mary Beth Shoptaugh, CPA, LLC
Income Tax & Accounting Services 

4605 Bluebonnet Blvd, Suite B 
(225) 766-1116 Ext. 6

 Knights of Columbus
 Monsignor Dominic Blasco Council 3298
 Since 1950
Contact Raymond Calandro            225-802-2997

5601 Government St.
(next to Anthony’s deli)

225-313-1299
www.trubluewater.com

3869 Government St., Baton Rouge

Italian Market 
Muffulettas

Specialty Meats
225-218-4361

Serving Baton Rouge since 1925

2731 North Street
343-3022 
383-0451

www.marinoandson.com

LMP#3490


