Church of the Ascension
April 27, 2025

An open assembly of Catholic believers of the Diocese of Richmond
Proclaiming the Word of God < Celebrating the Eucharist * Serving the local Community

' J/ WE ARE A THRIVING, SPIRIT-FILLED FATTH COMMUNITY TRANSFORMING LIVES FOR CHRIST

REGULAR WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 8:15am,
10:30am & 12:30pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
9:15am Mass
Tuesday—~Friday

Livestream Masses:
Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 8:15am and
All Daily Masses

SATURDAY RECONCILIATION
10:00am to Noon

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
First Fridays 9:45am & 6:30pm (one hour) 9ND SUNDAY OF EASTER
MEY 2 (SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY)
BAPTISMS Infant to Adult “Blessed are those who have not seen
Janet Jones 757-495-1886 ext. 423 and have believed.” - Jn 20:29
PARISH OFFICE PASTORAL STAFF
Office Hours: Rev. Daniel Malingumu, Pastor
Mon.— Thurs. 9:30am to 4:00pm Deacons:
Friday 9:30am to 1:00pm Rev. Mr. Gary Harmeyer

_ o Rev. Mr. Myles Pocta
4853 Princess Anne Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 23462 R Mr. T McFeel
PH: 757-495-1886 x410 ev. IMr. fom ficreely

Email: secretary@ascensionvb.org Rev. Mr. Jim Ahearn

WEBSITE: www.ascensionvb.org . . .,
Online Giving: www.ascensionvb.org/giving Parish Council Chair: Jon Szewczak

Podcast: www.ascensionvb.org/podcast contact:vbjv898@gmail.com

Receive Our Emails: . . .
Visit https://www.flocknote.com/AscensionVB Finance Council Chair: Roger Blood

Or text COA613 to 84576 contact: rblood 16@yahoo.com




REFLECTION by Deacon Jim Ahearn

We Walk Together

Mercy is the loving kindness and compassion shown to one who offends (i.e. the mercy of God to us sinners).

Pope John Paul II described early 1900s society as experiencing an “eclipse of the sense of God,” because
mankind was losing the understanding of the sanctity and dignity of human life. In the 1930s, Jesus chose a
Polish nun, St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, to receive revelations concerning Divine Mercy that she recorded in her

diary.

In Pope Francis’ Homily given on the Feast of Divine Mercy in 2020, he reminded us of Jesus’ words to Saint

Faustina by saying, “’I am love and mercy itself; there is no human misery that could measure up to my
mercy’ (Diary, 14 September 1937). At one time, the Saint, with satisfaction, told Jesus that she had offered
him all of her life and all that she had. But Jesus’ answer stunned her: ‘You have not offered me the thing that
is truly yours.’... Jesus said to her with kindness: ‘My daughter, give me your failings’” (10 October 1937).

Pope Francis continued, “We, too, can ask ourselves, ‘Have I given my failings to the Lord? Have I let him
see me fall so that he can raise me up? Or is there something I still keep inside me? A sin, a regret from the

past, a would that I have inside, a grudge against someone, an idea about a particular person...” The Lord

waits for us to offer him our failings so that he can help us experience his mercy.”

In today’s gospel, Jesus institutes the Sacrament of Reconciliation for just this purpose. He
knew we would be weak and that we would need recourse for sin. Having established
Reconciliation, the apostles are sent forth, with the Holy Spirit, to continue sharing God’s

unconditional love. And so are we.

Tesus, T trust in you'

Employment Opportunity

Church of the Ascension is looking for a part-time (15 hours
per week) Coordinator of Initiation (OCIA) and
Sacramental Preparation. This position works in
collaboration with the Director of Religious Formation to
develop and maintain the Order of Christian Initiation (OCIA)
and Sacramental Preparation (Baptism, First Reconciliation,
and First Holy Communion). The ideal candidate delights in
sharing their faith, and is a Roman Catholic in good standing.
The position begins May 2025. For more details, visit our

website (ascensionvb.org/employment) or contact Bridgett

Passauer: passauerb@ascensionvb or 757-495-1886 x415

FINANCIAL NEWS for April 20, 2025
Week 42 Online Giving:
www.ascensionvb.org/giving

General Fund (GF)

Weekly Budget..........c.ocevveevennnnnnn. 30,322.85
GF Actual Collection...........cccc.ccu....... 23,679.25
GF Over (under) Weekly Budget........ (6,643.60)
GF Year-to-Date Budget................... 1,033,559.70
GF Year-to-Date Actual ..................... 997,819.98
GF Over or (Under) Yearly Budget..... (35,739.72)
Capital improvement (ClI)

Weekly Budget Cl ...............cccee.... 575.47
Cl Actual Donations ........................ 471.00
Cl Year-to-Date Budget..................... 24,169.81
Cl Year-to-Date Actual donations........ 28,351.50
Cl Over or (Under) Yearly Budget........ 4,181.69
Social Ministry (SM)

Weekly Budget SM 1,759.61
Actual Donation...............cc......... 1,670.00
SM Year-to-Date Budget.................. 73,903.62
SM Year-to-Date Actual (corrected) 82,192.00
SM Over or (Under) Yearly Budget..... 8,288.38
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April 29—May 4

¥ INTENTIONS

Tues. 9:15am Dolly Rosenbaum (living)
Wed. 9:15am Gerardo Cafamio
Thurs. 9:15am Jack Sirrine ¥

Stiphen Sarker
Fri. 9:15am Rev. Leo Manalo §
Sat. 5:30pm Vigil Mass Bermuda Quilala }
Sun. 8:15am Lorenzo & Cariclad Viernes ¥

Sun. 10:30am Connie Novak ¥ 4
Sun. 12:30pm Lolita Nicholson ¥ MAY THE SOULS of

the FAITHFUL DEPARTED,

THROUGH rhe MERCY
of GOD, REST IN PEACE.

&)

1936 - 2025

FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS

Adult Faith Formation  LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR
6-week Series Begins Monday, May 5th at 7:00pm in the ACC

The Life in the Spirit Seminar is designed to help people realize the power of
the Holy Spirit in

every aspect of their lives. In the Gospel of John 16: 7, Jesus says, “Nevertheless,
/ tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not go away, the Counselor [Holy
Spirit] will not come to you, but if | go away, | will send him to you.” Jesus lived, died, and rose from the
dead so that the Holy Spirit could be with every one of us every day.

Come join us as we explore the gift from Jesus and how we can live our lives to the fullest by exploring
how the Holy Spirit can transform our lives.

Please use the QR code to register or visit bit.ly/AscensionSpirit

Or contact Bridgett: passauerb@ascensionvb.org or 757-495-1886 x415

YOU WILL BE BLESSED BEYOND MEASURE!
Meeting dates: Mondays, May 5 — June 16, 2025 (except Memorial Day) from 7:00pm — 8:30pm in the Ascension
Community Center (ACC)

Mass is being live streamed for use on digital media accounts, including but not limited to Church of the Ascension website and social
media platforms. Photography and/or screenshot images from the livestream may be used in The Catholic Virginian print edition. If you do
not wish to be captured by live streaming, please refrain from attending streamed Masses. Photography and/or video captured at parish
events and activities may be used for promotional purposes in print and digital media, including but not limited to the parish website,
bulletin, social media, and email distribution. If you do not wish to be photographed, please inform the event coordinator prior to the event.

3
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Parish Events and Fundraisers

Justice & Peace Forum on Affordable Housing: *\(‘,E&p
Wednesday, April 30 at 7pm in the Sanctuary

Featuring speakers:

o°"u|1‘

Andrew Friedman (Virginia Beach Community Development Corporation (VBCDC))

Worth Remick (Virginia Beach City Council)

Learn about the late Pope Francis’ affirmation of Land, Labor and Lodging as fundamental human rights.
Gain an awareness and understanding of the issue of affordable housing, its causes and
how it affects residents of Virginia Beach.

Gain an understanding of the challenges and resources available both locally and federally.

22" Annual Youth of Ascension Golf Classic
Friday, May 9, 2025 at Heron Ridge Golf Club

Check-In starts at 10:30am Lunch and Range Balls at 11:00am
fournament Play ~ Shotgun start at Noon  Awards and Dinner approx. 5:30pm
Entry Fee $125.00 per player

Entry cover green fees, cart rental, range balls, lunch, refreshments, and awards, dinner/ reception.

Sponsorships and donations can also be made using the registration link, and special sponsorship
opportunities are available. Deadline to register is Wednesday, April 30.

Visit https://birdease.com/yoagolf or use the QR code to register.
Questions? Contact Travis 757-495-1886 x425 or

travis.rogers@ascensionvb.org

Come on out and have a wonderful day of golfing fun with us!

LG

Upcoming SPRING Parish & Knights of Columbus Events

May 3—Off Site at Mt. Trashmore Fly a Kite with a Knight 10am-Noon.
May 4 - Blood Drive at Catholic Charities starting at 8:30 AM until 1:30 PM

May 10 Saturday Rollin’ with the Knights Car Show in the church parking lot

May 12 Knight’s Catholic Ethical Investing— presentation by Financial Advisor
Ben Salazar, open to anyone over the age of 18. Dinner will be provided. See
“Signup sheet” in the Commons. Begins at 5:45 PM in the ACC

May 17 Saturday Marian Mass at 11:00am in honor of our Blessed Mother
followed by May Crowning and Luncheon, please join us!
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Faith Formation & Parish Information

Landings — Returning Catholics
Have you been away? If you have been away and are considering returning to the CATHOLIC CHURCH, we offer a
process called LANDINGS to help you find your way home.

If you have been celebrating here and need a refresher on Catholic basics, consider joining us.

If you know a friend or loved one who has been away, please invite them to take another look by sharing this
invitation with them.

NEW LANDINGS SESSION Begins Thursday, May 8 and will meet on Thursdays at 6:30pm in the Formation
Office Library for 8 weeks. Please contact Bridgett Passauer at 757-495-1886 x415 to register

BIBLE STUDY: Get Into The Word

During this Jubilee Year of Hope, we will explore the Gospel of Luke... Read, Reflect, Respond.

What impact can the words and deeds of Jesus have on us and our call to live as missionary disciples?
How can we bring God's love to a world so much in need of hope?
Join us on Thursday mornings at 10:00am in the conference room. “Come and see!”

No previous Bible knowledge is necessary. All are welcome!
Questions: Bridgett Passauer 757-495-1886 x 415 or passauerb@ascensionvb.org

CALLED AND GIFTED: Save the date!

Thanks to the generosity of the Ascension Endowment Fund, Church of the Ascension is (s\

thrilled to bring CALLED AND GIFTED to our parish family — a one-day gathering with the
Catherine of Siena Institute to guide you in understanding the unique call God has for you. ﬂ

Saturday, June 14 More details to come! CATHERINE OF SIENA

WELCOME! We invite all of you to learn more about our vibrant parish by visiting
our updated website: www.ascensionvb.org

3 WAYS TO REGISTER IN THE PARISH:

+ Click the "I'm New" button on our website homepage
+ Fill out a form at the Welcome Desk

+ Stop by the Parish Office during business hours

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST TO STAY CONNECTED:

To receive Friday News, Monday Reflections, and updated church announcements,
select “Join Our Email” from the “About Us” Menu on the homepage. Follow the simple steps to sign up.
OR text COA613 to 84576

Contact Christine Chambers in the Parish Office for assistance: 757-495-1886 x417
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Social Ministry

FOOD PANTRY Open Monday—Friday 10am - 11:30am
Ascension is an equal opportunity provider.

The Food Pantry has reopened after an Easter break and continues to serve the hungry
in our local community. Thanks for helping is to continue this impactful ministry!

The primary items needed this week include:

CEREAL, PASTA, SHAMPOO, and DETERGENT
Thank you for your continued support!

EASTER DINNER FOOD BASKETS: THANK YOU! CRS RICE BOWLS: THANK YOU!
Thank you so much to everyone who contributed to the Thank you to all who filled a Rice Bowl for
Easter Dinner Food Baskets! With your generosity, we Catholic Relief Services as part of their Lenten

Almsgiving. Your generous donations allow
this organization to continue its work helping
the poorest people around the world. You

were able to provide 75 Easter dinner baskets along with
Walmart gift cards and goodie bags for the children. A

special thanks to Angela Morales and Rick Brown for continue to be the hands and feet of Jesus,
coordinating all aspects of the food collection, packing, serving not only our

and distribution. The families who received the food and local community, but OCRS R‘ C E
Easter goodies were extremely pleased with the quantity also our global broth- 3 =1

> ,
and variety of foods they received. Thanks again! 2w s B (@ V\ / L

SOCIAL MINISTRY OUTREACH FOR MARCH

This month Social Ministry continued its mission to serve the poor.

e Food Pantry provided food and other essentials to 433 families; the food was valued at $87,682.50

e $2,210.55 was spent on food for the Food Pantry.

e Utilities or other assistance was provided to 58 families in the amount of $9,738.85.

e Sandwich Ministry spent $215.99 on food to prepare and deliver 208 sandwiches to Norfolk Catholic Worker
twice this month to feed 104 homeless.

e Meals on Wheels delivered meals to the homebound the second week of the month.

JUSTICE & PEACE LENTEN CHALLENGE

Thank you to each of you who participated in this first Justice & Peace Lenten Challenge based on the
Beatitudes.
The Committee hopes that it helped to make this Lent more meaningful for youl




PASTORAL CARE Ministry to the Sick HOLY COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND:
Our volunteer ministers to the sick make home visits. Please contact Steve Cyrs,
757-635-7590, or stevecyrs@gmail.com to schedule a visit.

PARISHIONERS HOSPITALIZED or needing ANOINTING of the SICK, please contact the Parish Office
at: secretary@ascensionvb.org or call 495-1886 x410. We pray for those with chronic illnesses:

The residents and patients at Our Lady of Perpetual Help and Thalia Gardens Nursing Facilities.

Adela Kinne, Tina Ingram, Dolores Goss, Brian Heyward, Sydney Thompson Rios, John Ashlin,

Kathryn Franks, Vic Gruning, Tim McGeein, Kathleen Bogosian, Peggy Theodorakis, Carmen Thiergardt,
Michelle Parker, Kathy Rooney, Ed Demorest, Vilma Barnett, Natalie Moore, Pat Patrick, Steve McSweeney,
Rod Agustin, lan Ethridge, Mary Alfes, Narcisa Loyola, Antonio David, Bob Hames, Remedios Madrigal,

Julia Wolf, Peggy Brewington, Patricia Merhej, Bob Hames, Freddie Delapaz, Betty Collins, Rita Jackson,
Cesar Reyes, Keith Hartzel, Dan Barber, Mary MciIntyre, Mark Mullins, Matthew Ford, Susan Luppens,

Galen Swinson, Selma Stone, Patti Thomasson, Thomas & Maria Renfro, Thomosina Jackson, Tim Freeman,
Armanda Roelle, Lita Sison, Tony Baniqued, Irene Agustin-Meyer, Susan Roberts, Rachel Olcheski-Doboga,
Karen Harmeyer, Bob Wiese, Phyllis Hunt

5033 Rouse Dr.

Committed to Excellence
VA Beach
422-4000
\A LTMEYER 1801 Baltic Ave.
A FUNERAL HOMES VA Beach

AUTOWOIRIKS

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR§l

Since 1917 428-1112

440 South Lynnhaven Rd. + Virginia Beach, VA Chesapeake * Norfolk 929 S. Battlefield BIVA. Jumes E, Altmeyer, Sr. & Jr.
(757) 431 -9750 Portsmouth . VA Beach Che4$8azp_e333k1e‘i VA Owners & Directors
~ Providing Quality Auto Service at a Fair Price Since 1995 ~ www.altmeyerfh.com Catholic Family Owned & Operated
M AR J OGS COMPLETE REMODELING SERVICE r— .
N =77 j
FREE ESTIMATES Vi rez ;
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM N rueJeweiers &
. . “Al Your Jewelry Ne ll. |
N Des_lgn/ Build/ Install Home to Beach f
j e | Serving Hampton Roads 45+ years Engraving /
: w: _L . FULLY INSURED Visit us for Jewelry 1
T - + Bathrooms « Kitchens « Room Additions &Personalized Gifts |
Call 757-425-2284 +Siding & Windows « Cabinets - Custom or Manufactured . WedoRepairs, Engraving, JEsL.
1045 LaskinRoad  +Floors: Tile, Wood, Laminate, Carpets S (=] APPf;isals’ ‘}/IVe buygold e y. #N
- . y much more » T
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 . countertops: Corian, Granite & Quartz e - o .
www.marjos.com * marjos1045@hotmail.com [Er ¢ 757-425-8723 TR T
; : Your friend in the moving business can help!
Foreign & Domestic
AS PART OF OUR NEARLY -689-
90-YEAR CATHOLIC HERITAGE, WE ARE EXPANDING HUTC?'"S METRO || 737:689:0933 e
OUR i '
SPIRITUAL LIFE PROGRAM AUTO SERV_ICE i (;r,’\l?onolNF(;.F' i
Pl il HR®BARRYROBINSON.ORG to | | ]]6 Jersey Ave' ° Vlrglmo BeGCh : {Validonlyonmovesgreaterth;n $500) :
HR@BARRYROBINSON.ORG ! . . o .
ease emal © fearn more David Hutchins, Owner || & Notvalid with any other offer. Never Expies. !
b e, R TS R SUecess Phone: (757) 499-3893 LoveMyMover.com

@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 & www.4lpi.com 14-0822



M 757-456-5018
" marian-manor.com

MARIAN 5345 Marian Lane

757-495-4211

ourladyperpetualhelp.com
4560 Princess Anne Rd.

T

Eher Lacdy of

Serving the
Catholic Community
of Hampton Rds. Since 1865

Tree and Stump Removal
Pruning and Shaping
Emergency Service
Snow Removal

. . . NORFOLK CHAPEL:
Resu!entlal & Commercial 1501 Colonial Ave., Norfolk
Licensed & Insured 622-7353

a'ga Competitive Rates

= Free Fstimates LASKIN ROAD CHAPEL:

2002 Laskin Rd,, Virginia Beach

", -
4/ Sam Harmon 4287880
R /. USN Ret Owner/Operator CHESAPEAKE CHAPEL:
? e 1416 Cedar Rd., Chesapeake

MANOR viginia Beach, VA 23462 Pespetuat Fislp Virginia Beach, VA 23462
o c CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
Memory Care o
Sponsored by the Extensive Assisted Living [ 1\ [—_\ @
Catholic Diocese of Richmond. Nursing Care - (J e C H S V B G O R G
Beach®| olivirR | B 4
Tree & Stump || FONERAL APARTMENTS

NEVER MISS OUR BULLETIN!

Hawve our bulletin emailed to you every week. |

Visit www.parishesonline.com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Lorne Searight

Isearight@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6460

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

'AD CREATOR STUDIO {
OFEAH O

®
=

4lpi.com/adcreator
For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

For the celebration of a lifetime, plan every detail.

SMITH & WILLIAMS FUNERAL HOME/KEMPSVILLE
4889 Princess Anne Road | Virginia Beach, VA 23462
757-490-2727 | smithandwilliamskempsville.com

ROSEWOOD-KELLUM FUNERAL HOME & MEMORIAL PARK
601 N. Witchduck Road | Virginia Beach, VA 23462
757-671-1717 | kellumfuneralhome.com
757-497-8925 | rosewoodmemorialpark.com

PRINCESS ANNE MEMORIAL PARK
1110 N. Great Neck Road | Virginia Beach, VA 23454
757-481-1097 | princessannememorialpark.com

Evn‘.'!.?- Detail FProcmbered” I_—-ji}.{l-nr\;”

Concierge COVID Testing For Travel And Wellness

Traveling or feeling under the Scan and
R——y | T— weather? Get tested for Flu, COVID, Book Now
and RSV then get treated. ATS offers
'ﬁm E EJL?,.AQ NNe, concierge testing and TELEHEALTH E_ E
services for any positive test. Stop C
(757)937-1726 sitting in crowded waiting rooms.
info@atestingsolution.com Er

174 Thalia Village Shoppes, Virginia Beach to your email in an hour.
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Visits take 5 minutes and results go
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Smiling with Love
Pediatric Dentistry b

Now Accepting

“
/
#New Appointments for Children

5004 Ferrell Parkway, Suite 104
Virginia Beach, VA 23464 .
757-296-0570

"The Fruit of Love is Service"
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Smiles of a lifetime

O R T H O D O N T I C S for Families & Friends
DRS. SAVAGE, SABOL & VISSER

Hilltop 428-1110 Bayside 460-8879
Kempsville 495-3643 General Booth 427-1350

www.vbortho.com
Members of American Association of Orthodontists

14-0822



