
 

 412 North St., Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5496 

 Telephone: 225-387-5928 

    The Office is open on Monday, Wednesday 

& Friday, 8:30 am to 12 noon. Please wear a 

mask when visiting! 

Masses (in the Cathedral): Saturday, 4 pm; 

Sunday 8:30 & 10:30 am, and Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 12:05 pm   
 

Confessions (in the Parish Hall): Saturday 

3 pm, and 11:30 am Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday & Friday. 

Most Rev. Michael G. Duca, J.C.L., D.D.

bishop@diobr.org

 

 Very Rev. Paul D. Counce, J.C.L., M.C.L. 

 pastor@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Ms. Lorie A. Watson 

 office@cathedralbr.org 

Deacon Gary C. Mooney 

 deacon@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. David T. Summers 

 music@cathedralbr.org  

 

 Mr. Christopher Redden 

 chris@cathedralbr.org 

Mrs. Debbie B. Orsot 

 receptionist@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mrs. Judy Jumonville 

 judy@cathedralbr.org 



 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 Last weekend, on August 1, the Cathedral was privileged to host another wonderful 

ordination ceremony led by Bishop Michael Duca. The son of another St. Joseph Parish, the 

one in French Settlement, Father Mathew Dunn became a priest of the Diocese of Baton 

Rouge. Also, Deacon Taylor Sanford of St. George Parish became a transitional deacon 

(“transitional” simply means he too hopes to be ordained a priest, likely next year 2021). They 

are two fine young men, and even though most of their families and friends had to “attend” 

the ordination Mass via CatholicLife Television due to attendance restrictions here because of the Covid19 

virus, it was a beautiful celebration. 

Of course, this weekend we are doing it again! On August 8 six older men of the diocese will be ordained 

deacons also: Alec Campbell, Christopher Landry, William Messenger, Ehren Oschwald, Mark 

Reynaud, and Gabriel Rico. They will be known as “permanent” deacons, for as married men going on to 

the priesthood is not foreseen. 

Please keep all of these newly-ordained ministers of the Church in your prayers. As society becomes 

increasingly secular it becomes more and more indifferent, if not hostile, to religion. All of our priests and 

deacons need the graces of God and the reassurances of grateful Catholics to persevere in their commit-

ment to imitate the Lord Jesus in continuing His mission. 

The ordination ceremonies also brought back a little bit of our beloved formality for us here at our princi-

pal Cathedral liturgies: incense is back! And we’ve got beautiful new vestments in green and white colors. 

True, we won’t be able to share the Precious Blood of Christ with most communicants for quite some time. 

We won’t be able to have “offertory processions” and “hands-on collections” for a while. Choirs and un-

masked congregational singing is likely on hold for quite some time, as is all other social distancing. But 

worship of God still demands the best we can offer, and you may be sure that when some of the 

beautiful customs and rituals of the Church can be done, they will be done! 

I have to admit I’m still occasionally flustered at Mass as I try to recall new additional priorities. Some of 

these are crucial to a safe environment: when to wear my mask, when to sanitize my hands, what I’ve 

touched, what could be contaminated, etc. I’m also trying to pay special attention to helping, for example 

leading all spoken responses at Mass clearly, since my voice is often the only one that is not muffled by a 

mask! We’ve made some functional decisions, such as to use The Apostles’ Creed as our more standard “Pro-

fession of Faith” since it’s generally better-known by Catholics than the longer Nicene-Constantinopolitan 

Creed. Still, I sometimes forget! After a lifetime of “doing Mass one way,” it’s just tough for me to learn so 

many new things at once, I guess! 

In this vein, please let me offer one word of caution, just in case it applies to you: when you come forward 

in the communion process to receive the Eucharist, don’t remove your mask until after you’ve received 

the Sacred Host and stepped aside to consume it. Say your “Amen” with your mask on, so that you don’t 

spray droplets in the direction of the open ciborium of Holy Communion – just in case you’ve been infected 

with the coronavirus but don’t know it yet! 

In the coming weeks throughout the diocese, Catholic schools will be opening, with both “in person” at-

tendance as well as “video assisted” distance-learning. Since the learning environment has to be safe too, 

this means that parents, teachers, aides, coaches and administrators as well as children are all worrying 

right now! We all hope that their careful planning will provide not only continued good education of our 

youngsters, but also provide safety within a reassuring, predictable sense of normalcy. Add your 

prayers, please, for these also help! 

        Always yours in Christ, 



 

 A pre-Baptismal parents’ 

seminar is scheduled for this com-

ing Monday, August 10, at 6:30 pm 

in the Parish Office. Parents who 

are preparing for a child’s baptism 

are required to attend one at least once, and 

the godparents are invited also. 

Please register beforehand either by send-

ing an email to office@cathedralbr.org or by 

making a quick phone call to 225-387-5928 – 

we need to know how many people will be 

attending! 

Please note that social distancing is usually 

not a problem, as the number of attendees 

is generally small. 

Sunday, August 9 

Mass – 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Larson Baptism – 1 pm 

Monday, August 10 

Pre-baptism Preparation Seminar – 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, August 11 

Cemetery Fund Board Meeting – 5 pm 

Wednesday, August 12 

KC Council Meeting – 6:15 pm 

Saturday, August 15 

Farmers’ Market – 8 am 

Vigil Mass – 4 pm 

 

 

 

Service 225-753-7171 
Construction 225-944-6736 
www.gallomechanical.com 

 Ordinarily the Solemnity of 

the Assumption of the Blessed Vir-

gin Mary next Saturday, August 15, 

would be a day of obligation. Yet 

for two reasons it’s not this year. 

Whenever it falls on a Saturday, 

there is no obligation to attend Mass. And as 

we know, during this pandemic, Catholics 

are completely dispensed even on Sun-

days, too. But remember, if you’re both com-

fortable and cautious doing so, our full 

schedule of Masses is celebrated in church. 

We’d love to see you!  

 Catholic schools throughout 

in the Diocese of Baton Rouge will 

be reopening within the next cou-

ple of weeks. We encourage every-

one to keep students and teach-

ers in their prayers as they this new school 

year begins. Educators and administrators 

have been working hard to anticipate and 

plan for every foreseen scenario, since the 

coronavirus will certainly keep spreading 

within schools too. The evolving challenges 

of this pandemic are many, and every effort 

is being made to accommodate the various 

needs of students and their families, and 

marshal all necessary, available resources. 

Pray that God will continue to guide admin-

istrators, teachers, parents and students 

with His love and wisdom during these trying 

times, and pray for the health and safety of 

those navigating these waters. 



 

 Please consider advertising in The 

Carpenter! We appreciate this help, as these ad-

vertisements help to offset the significant costs 

of publishing a weekly Parish bulletin. Ads can be 

purchased for a business, or to sponsor or 

support community service organizations like 

the emergency pregnancy counseling or the 

Battered Women’s Shelter, etc. 

Also, these ads are not just for businesses, but 

may also be purchased by individuals. It’s a way 

to remember or honor family, friends and 

causes.  

For more information, call the Parish Office at 
225-387-5927. Thank you in advance for your 
generous support, and please patronize our 
advertisers! 

The regular collection received over the week-

end of August 1-2, when added to the dona-

tions mailed in by individuals – and by banks 

on behalf of individuals! – during the previous 

week, totaled $17,180.04 (81 Identified Givers 

offering $16,674.04, the remaining $506.00 

being in the “loose” collection). Our monthly 

Maintenance Collection brought in $5,635.00 

from 48 Identified Givers. 

Thanks for continuing your good Stewardship 

and support of the Church in these most diffi-

cult times! 

Please remember, you can use your bank’s 

“Bill Pay” feature to give, or mail in your 

contributions, to 412 North Street, Baton 

Rouge, LA 70802-5496. But don’t send cash 

through the mails! 

Father Paul Counce, our pastor, and Ms. Lorie 

Watson, the Parish’s Director of Administra-

tion, are available to answer your financial 

questions and will be happy to assist you and 

your family in your own personal Stewardship 

of Finance. Stop by the Parish Office during 

our office hours, call us at 225-387-5928, or 

send an email to office@cathedralbr.org. 

Not only our own parishioners and friends 

but Catholics from throughout the Diocese of 

Baton Rouge are welcome to choose their Ca-

thedral for the celebration of the Sacraments. 

These important spiritual events are always 

scheduled through our Parish Office (you can 

simply call us at 225-387-5928 or email us at 

office@cathedralbr.org). 

Parents must attend a required pre-baptismal 

parents’ seminar as well as schedule the bap-

tism with the Parish Office. 

Preparation for adult Sacramental Initiation 

(Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) takes 

place as part of the Parish’s RCIA process 

throughout the year. 

Second grade children, no matter where they 

attend elementary school, are prepared for 

these Sacraments each school-year within a 

special program here. 

Special, brief preparation programs are held 

here each Spring, one for our parish’s teenag-

ers who are in the eleventh grade, and anoth-

er for other adults who wish to be confirmed. 

Church regulations require at least six 

months of preparation for any wedding. Our 

advice is to call well in advance of that time to 

reserve a wedding date and receive infor-

mation: our facilities are often booked in ad-

vance 12 to 18 months ahead-of-time! 

One’s own parish priest or deacon is ex-

pected to supervise the mandatory Catholic 

prenuptial preparation and to officiate at the 

wedding ceremony here, and our own wed-

ding coordinator will be in charge of the re-

hearsal and wedding too. 



 

We continue to pray for those suffering 

from the twin, sinful injustices of individual 

and institutional racism in our country. Add 

our Diocesan Prayer for Racial Harmony 

to your daily schedule, please – perhaps 

upon waking and just before bedtime? 

And let us all, in other ways, work toward im-

proving acceptance of everyone’s human 

dignity, and extinguishing the evil of racist 

prejudice forever. 

      Please pray for those affected 

by Hurricane Isaias this past 

week, and let us continue to pray 

for God’s protection, using our 

own words or this traditional prayer, 

composed by one of our State’s legendary 

bishops: 

O God, Master of this passing world, hear the 

humble voices of your children. 

The Sea of Galilee obeyed Your order and 

returned to its former quietude. 

You are still the Master of land and sea. 

We live in the shadow of a danger over which 

we have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked 

and angry giant, can awake from its seeming 

lethargy, overstep its conventional boun-

daries, invade our land, and spread chaos 

and disaster. 

During this hurricane season we turn to You, 

O loving Father. 

Spare us from past tragedies whose 

memories are still so vivid and whose wounds 

seem to refuse to heal with passing of time. 

O Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our beloved Mother, 

we ask you to plead with your Son on our 

behalf, so that spared from the calamities 

common to this area and animated with a 

true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the 

footsteps of your Divine Son, to reach the 

heavenly Jerusalem, where a storm-less 

eternity awaits us. Amen. 

[Composed by the Most Rev. Maurice Schexnayder (1895-

1981), Second Bishop of Lafayette (1956-1973), following 

Hurricane Audrey in 1957] 

God our Father, 

You call us to love one another as You have 

loved us. 

We pray for the conversion of hearts in our 

Diocese of Baton Rouge, to bring about 

racial harmony rooted in Your Son, Jesus 

Christ. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, strip us 

of our pride, mistrust and prejudices, so 

that we may be able to dialogue with one 

another to build communities where 

justice, peace and love flourish. 

We ask these blessings, trusting in the 

infinite mercy of Jesus and the 

intercession of Mary, our Mother. 

Amen. 

For additional ways to keep up with activi-

ties at your Cathedral Parish, follow us on 

social media! And, if you’d like to assist us in 

contributing content, just let us know! 

& 

Our Parish Calendar, weekly issues of 

The Carpenter and more are available on 

our website: www.cathedralbr.org 



 

 Abused and neglected child-

ren need caring adults to speak up 

for them. You can help a child 

along the way to a safe, perma-

nent home with a “forever family” 

by becoming a Court Appointed Special Ad-

vocate (CASA) volunteer. The Capital Area 

CASA office needs volunteers so that it can 

continue serving every child in our commu-

nity who needs a voice. 

Learn more by simply calling 225-379-8598, 

visiting www.casabr.org or sending an email 

to volunteer@casabr.org. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 

Where there is injury, pardon. Where 

there is doubt, faith. 

 

-Saint Francis of Assisi  

Generous God, 

You show us the way that leads to everlasting 

life. 

Through holy baptism you have called us to 

proclaim the Good News. 

Guide and give wisdom to those discerning a 

priestly or religious vocation. 

Bless and strengthen those who have made a 

lifetime commitment of service in the 

Church. 

Enrich our Church with dedicated married 

and single people, as well as with 

priests, deacons, and consecrated reli-

gious. 

Filled with your Holy Spirit, we ask this bless-

ing that we, your holy people, may fol-

low Jesus, our Good Shepherd, now and 

always. 

Amen. 

“Do not be afraid!” Jesus says 

constantly.  Have faith, and trust 

in the Lord’s call. Consider being 

a priest, brother or sister.  

If you think He is calling you to a 

Church vocation, please reach out to our 

new diocesan Director of Vocations recruit-

ment, Father Josh Johnson, at 225-336-8778 or 

by email to vocations@diobr.org. 

 We very much need additional adults 

and young people (5th Grade up!) to help us 

as Altar Servers, especially at our 4 pm Sat-

urday “vigil” Mass and 8 :30 am Sunday Mass 

each week.  

Father Paul will train and help you – can YOU 

help us? Just contact him at the Parish Office 

(225-387-5928 or pastor@cathedralbr.org). 

 Are you or someone you 

know thinking about adopting? 

Catholic Charities has been 

serving people of all faiths since 

1964 with both domestic and international 

adoptions, crisis pregnancy counseling, and 

post adoption services. They are the only 

Catholic agency providing adoption ser-

vices in our diocese. 

For more information, visit their website at 

www.adoptccdiobr.org.com or simply call 

225-336-8708 for more information. 



NOW 
OPEN

440 Third Street • Downtown Baton Rouge
Mon -Sat 7AM - 7PM • Sunday 8AM - 7PM

Catering Services Available
225-343-0600

Thomas W. Acosta, Jr.
Attorney At Law

911 Seventh Street 
Port Allen, LA 70767

Phone: 
225-383-2302

Consider  
remembering 

your Cathedral
in your will.

For Further  
inFormation

please call the
parish oFFice at

225-387-5928

Retirement CommunityRetirement Community
& Assisted Living Center& Assisted Living Center

4604 4604 Perkins Rd.Perkins Rd.

922-9923922-9923
www.southsidegardens.comwww.southsidegardens.com

Ladies of the  
Cathedral

Invites Invites all Ladies to join  all Ladies to join  
in our parish and community in our parish and community 

service activitiesservice activities
MEETINGSMEETINGS:  9:35 AM on  :  9:35 AM on  

1ST SUNDAY 1ST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTHOF EACH MONTH

Martin Mapp
225-389-9612 br • 504-738-9831 no

Proudly providing services for
St. Joseph Cathedral,  

Baton Rouge & New Orleans

associated  
  waterproofing corp.

CONTRACTORS

RANDALL
RIVERE FARMS

Cane Sugar
Pure & Natural

Contact Debra Mayeux to place an ad today! 
dmayeux@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6524

"THROUGH UNITY WE PROSPER"

God Bless the 
United States of America

Major Reginald R. Brown Sr.
Retired Constable

Bottomless Mimosas!
225-346-8422  

SUNDAY BRUNCH
10:30AM-3PM

LIVE MUSIC!
SUNDAY
BRUNCH 
11AM-3PM

225-926-1172
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THIS SPACE IS

Serving Baton Rouge  
since 1925

2731 North Street

343-3022 
383-0451

www.marinoandson.com
LMP#3490

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.
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Service  225-753-7171  •  Construction 225-944-6736  •  www.gallomechanical.com

PERFORMANCE THE RIGHT
WAY IS OUR ONLY AGENDA

Cosmetic Dentistry  
of Baton Rouge

General Dentistry
Dr. Mark A. Ventress, DDS

632 Shadows Ln • Baton Rouge, LA
225.926.8954

www.markventressdds.com

St. Joseph Cathedral
Council 13632

ROOF TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
631 Manhattan Blvd, Harvey, LA 70058 

504-366-9283 
www.rooftech-no.com

150 Third Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
(225) 408-3200

www.watermarkbr.com


