
 

 412 North St., Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5496 

 Telephone: 225-387-5928 

    The Office is open on Monday, Wednesday 

& Friday, 8:30 am to 12 noon. Please wear a 

mask when visiting! 

Masses (in the Cathedral): Saturday, 4 pm; 

Sunday 8:30 & 10:30 am, and Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 12:05 pm   
 

Confessions (in the Parish Hall): Saturday 

3 pm, and 11:30 am Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday & Friday. 

Most Rev. Michael G. Duca, J.C.L., D.D.

bishop@diobr.org

 

 Very Rev. Paul D. Counce, J.C.L., M.C.L. 

 pastor@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Ms. Lorie A. Watson 

 office@cathedralbr.org 

Deacon Gary C. Mooney 

 deacon@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. David T. Summers 

 music@cathedralbr.org  

 

 Mr. Christopher Redden 

 chris@cathedralbr.org 

Mrs. Debbie B. Orsot 

 receptionist@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mrs. Judy Jumonville 

 judy@cathedralbr.org 

Mt 18:20 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 

there am I in the midst of them. 



 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 Last week’s weather certainly inspired all manner of feelings within me. Was it the 
same for you? On the one hand, there was great relief and thanksgiving that we in the 
Baton Rouge area escaped the destruction of hurricane winds and flooding. Yet the south-
western part of the State, around Lake Charles, was devastated. The pictures and stories of 
such total ruin were overwhelming. Really, our neighbors there are in shock now, and are 
only just coming to grips with the long road to recovery. It’s also likely the coronavirus will 

“spike” a bit in affected areas, causing more death and tragedy. Like you I grieve for them. 

This is why Bishop Duca so promptly established the Hurricane Laura Relief Fund, and we urge you to 
give generously to it. The easiest way to do this to go to either the diocesan website at http://diobr.org 
or the Catholic Charities’ website at http://ccdiobr.org and donate online. But we’ll leave the special 
baskets for the HLRF out in the church for some time in case you’d like to make your donation here. 
Place them in an envelope marked Hurricane Laura Relief Fund and return it to the Parish Office or 
place them into the collection basket this weekend. Or, if you are from another parish or can’t come due 
to distance or the Covid-19 pandemic, mail it to us at 412 North Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5496. Let 
us know who you are and where you are from! 

Finally on this subject, several people have asked if they might donate “other things,” like food, bedding 
and dry goods, clothing, etc.? The word I’ve gotten from the folks at Catholic Charities right now is “no”: 
there’s no good way to store and even identify recipients and distribute these things right now. 

But, if we’re careful, what is very useful are gift cards, especially those like Visa and MasterCard gift 
cards that can be spent anywhere. And those offered by national chains such as Wal-Mart, Target, Shell 
or Exxon stations, Lowe's and Home Depot and so forth are useful too. Denominations of $50 to $100 
per card are the best. Even while just assessing damage and arranging for the more “big ticket” items 
that will be needed, the clergy and Catholic Charities staff and other Church workers are able to 
distribute this kind of thing easily, and directly to those in need. We will also be sending some of these 
gift cards directly to the parish priests of the affected areas, to assist them in putting their parish 
facilities back together. 

I just say “be careful,” if you wish to do this, since such things are like cash. Just like you never send cash 
through the mails, you should only hand-deliver gift cards to the Parish Office or put them inside 
an envelope in our collection baskets. We will pass them on immediately, just as we’re doing for the 
funds received. 

It’s heartening, too, that attendance at Mass is steadily climbing. While we all should continue to be 
careful not to catch or pass on the coronavirus – and I’ll never question anyone who wishes to be super-
cautious – here at the Cathedral we do have the space to “socially distance” rather easily if folks 
stay cooperative. We also have the opportunity to expand our services a bit, I hope, in the next few 
months. For instance, I know we’ll offer safe-distanced “coffee and donuts” outside under the 
breezeways and on the plaza once the weather turns cooler – I hope you miss this as much as I do! If 
you have any ideas on how we can build up the Kingdom of Christ while staying safe, please share them! 

      Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Remember that on our Parish website, http://cathedralbr.org, there are a number of resources that 

you’ll find interesting, especially in this pandemic time when there’s more time to read and learn! For 

instance, you might wish to consult one of the many small bulletin articles written by Father Paul over 

the past 25 years under the title of “Un Ti Morceau,” which is French for “A Little Something.” Just go to 

http://cathedralbr.org/lagniappe.php 



 

 A pre-Baptismal parents’ 

seminar is scheduled for Monday, 

September 14, at 6:30 pm in our 

Parish Office. Parents who are pre-

paring for a child’s baptism are 

required to attend one at least 

once, and the godparents are always invited 

also. 

Please register beforehand either by sending 

an email to office@cathedralbr.org or by mak-

ing a quick phone call to 225-387-5928 – we 

need to know how many people will be 

attending! 

Please note that social distancing is usually not 

a problem, as the number of attendees is 

generally small, and we have ample space for 

the meeting. 

 Our Parish’s best wishes go out 

to little Benjamin Albert Blough, in-

fant son of Derek and Grace Blough, 

baptized on Sunday, August 30, by Fa-

ther Paul Counce. 

We pray that he continues “to grow in wisdom, 

age and grace” before God and the Church. 

Please hold him – and his parents  and extend-

ed family – in prayer! 

 Each first weekend of the 

month, like this weekend, Septem-

ber 5/6, we ask a special monthly 

gift from you into our monthly col-

lection For the Maintenance and Repair of the 

Cathedral. Additional baskets have also been 

placed in the Cathedral for the special appeal 

being taken up to assist those in the Diocese 

of Lake Charles who experienced the devas-

tation of Hurricane Laura. Please be generous, 

as we know all too well their suffering. 

Thanks always for your support – either by 

using “bill pay” with your bank or by dropping 

your envelope or check into one of our col-

lection baskets in the church! 

Next weekend, September 12/13, we take up 

the annual national collection for The Catholic 

University of America. The CUA collection 

helps provide a faith-filled Catholic college 

education in our nation’s capital by funding 

scholarships to assist deserving students in 

over 50 disciplines. Thank you for supporting 

our national university! 

Sunday, September 6 

Mass – 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Ladies of the Cathedral Meeting – 9:35 am 

Labor Day, September 7 

No confessions or daily Mass 

Parish Office closed 

Tuesday, September 8 

Cemetery Fund Board Virtual Meeting – 5 pm 

Wednesday, September 9 

KC Council Virtual Meeting – 6:15 pm 

Saturday, September 12 

Farmers’ Market – 8 am 

Vigil Mass – 4 pm 

 Hearty congratulations go out 

to Philip James Hunger and 

Brittany Danielle Mohr, who mar-

ried here at the Cathedral on Satur-

day afternoon, August 29, before 

Father Mark Thibodeaux, S.J. 

May God richly bless them! And may the 

lifelong marital sacrament they have now 

established be an example to us all, as we 

pledge to support them – and their extended 

families and one day their children – with our 

ongoing prayers. 



 

The regular weekend collection of August 29-

30, including the donations mailed in by indi-

viduals during the previous week, totaled 

$5,494.00 (49 Identified Givers generously of-

fering $5,430.00, with the remaining $64.00 

contributed anonymously). We also collected 

$2,063.00 in the sudden special appeal for the 

Hurricane Laura Relief Fund. 

Thanks for continuing your good Stewardship 

and support of the Church in these most diffi-

cult times! 

Please remember, you can use your bank’s 

“Bill Pay” feature to give, or mail in your 

contributions, to 412 North Street, Baton 

Rouge, LA 70802-5496. But don’t send cash 

through the mails! 

Special donations are also welcome, whether 

memorial gifts remembering departed loved 

ones, or gifts honoring living persons. You are 

especially invited to include the Cathedral 

in your will or living trust, helping to provide 

for our future! On a smaller scale, you can 

sponsor one or more floral arrangements 

for our weekend and special event Masses. 

And finally, there are lots of other ways that 

you can help us with the cost of things: altar 

linens, missals and lectionaries, vestments, 

furniture, music supplies, dry-cleaning of vest-

ments and choir robes, and statuary purchase 

and repair are expenses that we encounter 

throughout the year.  

As always, gifts of stock or other donations 

from investments can be very advantageous 

to donors, tax-wise – why not consider this 

now instead of only at the end of the year?  

Ms. Lorie Watson, the Parish’s Director of 

Administration, is available to answer your 

financial questions and can assist you and 

your family in your own personal Stewardship 

of Finance. Stop by the Parish Office during 

office hours, call us at 225-387-5928, or email 

office@cathedralbr.org. 

Not only our own parishioners and friends 

but Catholics from throughout the Diocese of 

Baton Rouge are welcome to choose their Ca-

thedral for the celebration of the Sacraments. 

These important spiritual events are always 

scheduled through our Parish Office (you can 

simply call us at 225-387-5928 or email us at 

office@cathedralbr.org). 

Parents must attend a required pre-baptismal 

parents’ seminar as well as schedule the bap-

tism with the Parish Office. 

Preparation for adult Sacramental Initiation 

(Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) takes 

place as part of the Parish’s RCIA process 

throughout the year. 

Second grade children, no matter where they 

attend elementary school, are prepared for 

these Sacraments each school-year within a 

special program here. 

Special, brief preparation programs are held 

here each Spring, one for our parish’s teenag-

ers who are in the eleventh grade, and anoth-

er for other adults who wish to be confirmed. 

Church regulations require at least six 

months of preparation for any wedding. Our 

advice is to call well in advance of that time to 

reserve a wedding date and receive infor-

mation: our facilities are often booked in ad-

vance 12 to 18 months ahead-of-time! 

One’s own parish priest or deacon is ex-

pected to supervise the mandatory Catholic 

prenuptial preparation and to officiate at the 

wedding ceremony here, and our own wed-

ding coordinator will be in charge of the re-

hearsal and wedding too. 



 

Pain is never permanent. 
 

-Saint Teresa of Avila  

 Please take a moment – perhaps week-

ly! – to pray for: 

Hospitalized and/or Sick: Jim Chenevert, 

Pam Gauthier, Gail Horton, Eloise Landry, 

Wan Lee, John Nowak, Katherine Perry, 

Mary Lee Redden, Alan Rivet, Gloria Sim-

mons, Michael Smith and Tori Tassin, and 

Fr. Kenneth Laird 

Nursing Homes: Frs. Bob Marcel & Jack 

Nutter 

Other Concerns: For Pope Francis and his 

intentions; for Bishop Michael Duca of Ba-

ton Rouge and the priests who assist him 

in his shepherd’s mission; for priestly & 

religious vocations; for the ill, especially 

with the Covid19 virus; for all health care 

workers; for all financially harmed in this 

virus pandemic; for military & diplomatic 

personnel who keep the peace around the 

world; for firefighters and others who 

guard our safety at home; for immigrants 

to our country; for victims of crime and 

terrorism, and their families; for sobriety 

in political discourse; for persecuted Chris-

tians, especially in the Middle East, China, 

and on the Korean peninsula; and that all 

human life be safeguarded from concep-

tion until natural death. 

These lists are updated and printed monthly; names 

stay on the list for two months unless we hear differ-

ently! Make corrections by contacting the Parish 

Office, either via email at office@cathedralbr.org or at 

225-387-5928. 

Deep appreciation is extended to  

Dr. Joe Lamendola, who is sponsor-

ing our Sanctuary Lamp for the 

weeks of September 6-12 and Sep-

tember 20-26 In Memory of the deceased Jesuit 

priests who served at Manresa House of Re-

treats. 

We also thank Toni Knorals, who is sponsor-

ing the week of September 13-19 In Memory 

of Anthony Wayne Killough and the week of 

September 17 through October 3 In Memory 

of Tanieshia D. Butler. 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns before the Bles-

sed Sacrament reposed in the Cathedral’s 

tabernacle. Have you ever considered “spon-

soring” it? You can do so “In Honor Of” or “In 

Memory Of” a loved one, or for a specific gen-

eral intention, and it’s pretty easy! If you’d 

like to know more, call the Parish Office at 

225-387-5928 or simply send an email to 

office@cathedralbr.org. 

Special thanks to Hal and Carolyn 

Lancon, who sponsored our altar’s 

floral arrangements for the weekends 

of August 8/9 and August 22/23. 

We also thank Pete Territo for sponsoring 

the floral arrangement for the weekend of 

August 15/16 In Memory of Virginia Territo. 

To donate the floral arrangement in honor 

of a special someone or intention, or in 

memory of a deceased family member or 

friend, simply contact the Parish Office, by 

calling 225-387-5928 or by sending an email 

to office@cathedralbr.org. Help make our 

lovely Cathedral even lovelier as we gather 

together in prayer and fellowship! 



 

We cannot stop praying for and end to 

the twin, sinful injustices of individual 

and institutional racism in our country. 

Add our Diocesan Prayer for Racial Har-

mony to your daily schedule, please – per-

haps upon waking and just before bedtime? 

And let us all, in other ways, work toward im-

proving acceptance of everyone’s human 

dignity, and extinguishing the evil of racist 

prejudice forever. 

 Please keep all of those 

affected by Hurricane Laura 

last week in your prayers, as 

they deal with the destruction 

that occurred. And continue to 

pray for God’s protection, using your 

own words or this traditional prayer, 

composed by one of our State’s legendary 

and most eloquent bishops: 

O God, Master of this passing world, hear the 

humble voices of your children. 

The Sea of Galilee obeyed Your order and 

returned to its former quietude. 

You are still the Master of land and sea. 

We live in the shadow of a danger over which 

we have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked 

and angry giant, can awake from its seeming 

lethargy, overstep its conventional boun-

daries, invade our land, and spread chaos 

and disaster. 

During this hurricane season we turn to You, 

O loving Father. 

Spare us from past tragedies whose 

memories are still so vivid and whose wounds 

seem to refuse to heal with passing of time. 

O Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our beloved Mother, 

we ask you to plead with your Son on our 

behalf, so that spared from the calamities 

common to this area and animated with a 

true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the 

footsteps of your Divine Son, to reach the 

heavenly Jerusalem, where a storm-less eter-

nity awaits us. Amen. 

[Composed by the Most Rev. Maurice Schexnayder (1895-

1981), Second Bishop of Lafayette (1956-1973), following 

Hurricane Audrey in 1957] 

God our Father, 

You call us to love one another as You have 

loved us. 

We pray for the conversion of hearts in our 

Diocese of Baton Rouge, to bring about 

racial harmony rooted in Your Son, Jesus 

Christ. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, strip us 

of our pride, mistrust and prejudices, so 

that we may be able to dialogue with one 

another to build communities where 

justice, peace and love flourish. 

We ask these blessings, trusting in the 

infinite mercy of Jesus and the 

intercession of Mary, our Mother. 

Amen. 

Our Parish Calendar, weekly issues of 

The Carpenter and more are available on 

our website: www.cathedralbr.org 

2731 North Street 
Baton Rouge 

 

225-343-3022 
225-383-0451 

www.marinoandson.com



NOW 
OPEN

440 Third Street • Downtown Baton Rouge
Mon -Sat 7AM - 7PM • Sunday 8AM - 7PM

Catering Services Available
225-343-0600

Thomas W. Acosta, Jr.
Attorney At Law

911 Seventh Street 
Port Allen, LA 70767

Phone: 
225-383-2302

Consider  
remembering 

your Cathedral
in your will.

For Further  
inFormation

please call the
parish oFFice at

225-387-5928

Retirement CommunityRetirement Community
& Assisted Living Center& Assisted Living Center

4604 4604 Perkins Rd.Perkins Rd.

922-9923922-9923
www.southsidegardens.comwww.southsidegardens.com

Ladies of the  
Cathedral

Invites Invites all Ladies to join  all Ladies to join  
in our parish and community in our parish and community 

service activitiesservice activities
MEETINGSMEETINGS:  9:35 AM on  :  9:35 AM on  

1ST SUNDAY 1ST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTHOF EACH MONTH

Martin Mapp
225-389-9612 br • 504-738-9831 no

Proudly providing services for
St. Joseph Cathedral,  

Baton Rouge & New Orleans

associated  
  waterproofing corp.

CONTRACTORS

RANDALL
RIVERE FARMS

Cane Sugar
Pure & Natural

Contact Debra Mayeux to place an ad today! 
dmayeux@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6524

"THROUGH UNITY WE PROSPER"

God Bless the 
United States of America

Major Reginald R. Brown Sr.
Retired Constable

 2-B-4-1  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0833

THIS SPACE IS

Serving Baton Rouge  
since 1925

2731 North Street

343-3022 
383-0451

www.marinoandson.com
LMP#3490

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.



 2-B-4-1  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0833

Service  225-753-7171  •  Construction 225-944-6736  •  www.gallomechanical.com

PERFORMANCE THE RIGHT
WAY IS OUR ONLY AGENDA

Cosmetic Dentistry  
of Baton Rouge

General Dentistry
Dr. Mark A. Ventress, DDS

632 Shadows Ln • Baton Rouge, LA
225.926.8954

www.markventressdds.com

St. Joseph Cathedral
Council 13632

ROOF TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
631 Manhattan Blvd, Harvey, LA 70058 

504-366-9283 
www.rooftech-no.com

150 Third Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
(225) 408-3200

www.watermarkbr.com


