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Peter approached 

Jesus and asked Him, 

“Lord, if my brother 

sins against me, 

how often must I 

forgive? 

As many as seven 

times?”  

Jesus answered, “I 

say to you, not seven 

times but seventy-

seven times.   

Mt 18:21-22 



 

Dear Parishioners and Friends,  

 First off, let me again thank you for all you’re doing to aid the recovery of our neighbors in 
southwest Louisiana who were devastated by Hurricane Laura. You may have noted on the Facebook 
pages of the Parish and diocese that more items are now being gathered in this effort, so there are more 
“things to give.” While monetary gifts are always welcome, perhaps you will be inspired to be more 
creative, and for that both God and the people we help are grateful. 

Now I’m going to venture into dangerous waters. Many ask me for guidance – almost daily! – regarding the 
upcoming elections. While the Church in general and the clergy in particular are able to speak about 

issues, for many reasons we do not support individual candidates. But even to touch on politics is risky, given the fact 
that in the past few decades civil discourse has given way so much to partisan wranglings. But it is incumbent upon me, 
as a pastor, to offer a few ideas. 

First, I advise you go to the US bishops’ website and read their entire “Faithful Citizenship” document (http://
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf). I admit, 
it’s long and overly detailed, and so is hard to work through. But you’ll find in its text much information and guidance 
(and many other links to other important Church documents and teachings). But I’ll try to summarize a few important 
points in an organized, and for the moment I hope helpful, way: 

Faithful Citizenship points out Church teaching is coherent and rests on a comprehensive vision of the inviolable 
dignity of the human person (no. 8). Also, some  “intrinsically evil” things exist, which must always be rejected and 
opposed and never supported or condoned. Putting these two together, we realize that chief among these is the 
intentional taking of innocent human life; the classic examples of this are abortion, euthanasia, and targeting of 
civilians in time of war or other civil unrest. 

Many other acts are also intrinsically evil. The timely example of racism is mentioned. Human trafficking is another 
immoral thing that has recently grown in scope and seriousness. In sections 40ff. there is a longer litany of other issues: 
“…poverty, hunger, employment, education, housing, and health care…” In this vein the Church upholds the common 
good, and particularly family life, economic justice for all, a preferential option for the poor, and solidarity with those 
who suffer. Under Popes Benedict and Francis awareness of the vital need to care for the environment has grown too. 

So, what to do? Vote, of course. The Catechism of the Catholic Church says, “Service of the common good require citizens 
to fulfill their roles in the life of the political community” in this way (no. 2239). 

But also: decide WHY one votes for a candidate, and go about discerning this in the right way. This is also called “forming 
one’s conscience.” As Faithful Citizenship no. 17 indicates: “Catholics have a serious and lifelong obligation to form their 
consciences in accord with human reason and the teaching of the Church. Conscience is not something that allows us to 
justify doing whatever we want, nor is it a mere ‘feeling’ about what we should or should not do. Rather, conscience is 
the voice of God resounding in the human heart, revealing the truth to us and calling us to do what is good while 
shunning what is evil.” 

Perhaps the most important clarification made by Faithful Citizenship is in its no. 34, where it points out “A Catholic 
cannot vote for a candidate who favors a policy promoting an intrinsically evil act, such as abortion, euthanasia, assisted 
suicide, deliberately subjecting workers or the poor to subhuman living conditions, redefining marriage in ways that 
violate its essential meaning, or racist behavior, if the voter's intent is to support that position.” Read that last part 
again, for it means that a voter must discern WHY he or she is voting that way, not just blindly following emotion, past 
party loyalty, or the promptings of others.  

At the same time, the bishops go on to say that just because a candidate is right about one thing doesn ’t justify ignoring 
other wrong things he or she espouses. It’s good when a candidate opposes evil, but voters still must notice where that 
candidate may be wrong. In its number 35, Faithful Citizenship notes that there may be times when a Catholic who 
rejects a candidate's unacceptable position on one policy promoting intrinsic evil may still reasonably decide to 
vote for that candidate for other morally grave reasons. 

In other words, to deliberately choose intrinsic evil would be a grave sin. To deliberately choose something good, 
aware that evil will still inevitably accompany this goodness, may not be sinful at all. 

Who can say? I see where some media pundits claim that no Catholic can vote for a Democrat without sinning. Others 
claim that no Catholic can vote for a Republican without sinning. I do smile inwardly at such posturing – politicking, really 
– since no matter who’s being supported it’s too simplistic to be correct in and of itself. Decide and then tell God WHY 
you’re voting for someone: whether something is sinful, after all, is up to Him, and you will properly hear Him informing 
you in the privacy of your own conscience. 

Since I think we can all agree that no candidate in any election, ever, is perfect, this puts a tremendous burden upon 
each voter. We must strive our utmost to know the Gospels and Church teaching, examine the issues in light of these, 
pray humbly for God’s guidance, and then notice what choice the Lord is urging our conscience to make here and now. If 
you approach it this way the decision won’t be easy, but it will be the right one in the circumstances. 

         Yours in Christ, 



 

 Our next pre-Baptismal parents’ seminar 

is scheduled for this Monday, September 14, at 6:30 

pm in the Parish Office. Parents who are preparing 

for a child’s baptism are required to attend one at 

least once, and the godparents are invited also. 

Please register beforehand either by sending an 

email to office@cathedralbr.org or by making a 

quick phone call to 225-387-5928 – we need to 

know how many people will be attending! 

Please note that social distancing is usually not a 

problem, as the number of attendees is generally 

small. 

This weekend, September 12/13, 

we take up the annual national 

collection for The Catholic University 

of America. The CUA collection helps 

to preserve faith-filled Catholic educa-

tion in our nation’s capital by funding scholarships 

to assist deserving students in over 50 disciplines. 

Thank you for doing your part! 

Next weekend, September 19/20, is Catechetical 

Sunday here at the Cathedral and throughout our 

country, and so we take up a special collection For 

Religious Education to help defray the costs of pas-

sing on our precious Catholic faith to the young 

and not-so young. Our PSR and sacramental prep 

programs benefit the most! Thank you! 

Oh, and thanks for continuing your support in our 

regular collections – either by using “bill pay” with 

your bank or by dropping your envelope or check 

into one of our collection baskets in the church!  

Sunday, September 13 

Mass – 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Monday, September 14 

Pre-Baptism Preparation Seminar – 6:30 pm 

Saturday, September 13 

Farmers’ Market – 8 am 

Vigil Mass – 4 pm 

 The official newspaper of the Diocese of Baton Rouge, The Catholic Commentator, is 

launching a new feature, and asks for your help! This new column – a collaborative project 

with the diocesan Racial Harmony Commission – will feature stories, letters, and other forms of 

personal reflections on race and faith in order to build bridges of empathy and understanding 

among members of the Body of Christ. 

To that end the column will be called “Building Bridges,” the motto of the commission, which was established 

by Bishop Muench after the tragic deaths of Alton Sterling and three Baton Rouge law enforcement officers in 

2016. The commission remains active today with the strong support of Bishop Michael Duca. 

Have you seen or suffered from racism but found healing and hope in your faith? Gained new insight or 

encountered Christ in those who do not look like you or share your culture? Read a book or watched a film 

that let you see the world through another’s eyes? The Commentator wants to hear from you! 

Simply submit your 700 to 800-word story, review or letter as a Microsoft Word attachment (about 2½ pages, 

double-spaced, 12-pt. type) to racialharmony@diobr.org. The Commentator will properly edit it with respect to 

content and style according to its stylesheet and journalistic standards. 

Please consider strengthening our diocesan faith community in this way. We need to get to know one an-

other better. Personal stories that inform and inspire will help transform our society by transforming us as 

individuals into the image of God, in whose image people of all races have been wonderfully made. 



 

 Please consider advertising in The Car-

penter! We appreciate this help, as these adver-

tisements help to offset the significant costs of 

publishing a weekly Parish bulletin. Ads can be 

purchased for a business, or to sponsor or 

support community service organizations like 

the emergency pregnancy counseling or the 

Battered Women’s Shelter, etc. 

Also, these ads are not just for businesses, but 

may also be purchased by individuals. It’s a way 

to remember or honor family, friends and 

causes.  

For more information, call the Parish Office at 
225-387-5927. Thank you in advance for your 
generous support, and please patronize our 
advertisers! 

Generous God, 

You show us the way that leads to everlasting life. 

Through holy baptism you have called us to pro-

claim the Good News. 

Guide and give wisdom to those discerning a 

priestly or religious vocation. 

Bless and strengthen those who have made a life-

time commitment of service in the Church. 

Enrich our Church with dedicated married and 

single people, as well as with priests, dea-

cons, and consecrated religious. 

Filled with your Holy Spirit, we ask this blessing 

that we, your holy people, may follow Jesus, 

our Good Shepherd, now and always. 

Amen. 

 Jesus continues to call those who 

believe.  Our world is hungry and thirsty 

for the Bread of Life. Will you share 

your faith? Consider being a sister, 

brother, priest or deacon, please reach 

out to our new diocesan Director of Vocations 

recruitment, Father Josh Johnson, by email to 

vocations@diobr.org, or at 225-336-8778. 

Not only our own parishioners and friends 

but Catholics from throughout the Diocese of 

Baton Rouge are welcome to choose their Ca-

thedral for the celebration of the Sacraments. 

These important spiritual events are always 

scheduled through our Parish Office (you can 

simply call us at 225-387-5928 or email us at 

office@cathedralbr.org). 

Parents must attend a required pre-baptismal 

parents’ seminar as well as schedule the bap-

tism with the Parish Office. 

Preparation for adult Sacramental Initiation 

(Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) takes 

place as part of the Parish’s RCIA process 

throughout the year. 

Second grade children, no matter where they 

attend elementary school, are prepared for 

these Sacraments each school-year within a 

special program here. 

Special, brief preparation programs are held 

here each Spring, one for our parish’s teenag-

ers who are in the eleventh grade, and anoth-

er for other adults who wish to be confirmed. 

Church regulations require at least six 

months of preparation for any wedding. Our 

advice is to call well in advance of that time to 

reserve a wedding date and receive infor-

mation: our facilities are often booked in ad-

vance 12 to 18 months ahead-of-time! 

One’s own parish priest or deacon is ex-

pected to supervise the mandatory Catholic 

prenuptial preparation and to officiate at the 

wedding ceremony here, and our own wed-

ding coordinator will be in charge of the re-

hearsal and wedding too. 



 

Teach us to give and not to count the cost. 
 

-Saint Ignatius Loyola  
Our Parish Calendar, weekly issues of 

The Carpenter and more are available on 

our website: www.cathedralbr.org 

 During this pandemic, an additional 

incentive is available to contribute to St. Jo-

seph Cathedral during these extremely diffi-

cult economic times. Congress has passed 

laws to encourage individuals to donate to 

churches and other charitable organizations. 

Please be aware that the Coronavirus Aid, Re-

lief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) 

signed into law back on March 27, 2020, will 

allow the following tax deduction to be re-

ported on your 2020 tax return: 

Allowance of partial above the line 

deduction for charitable organizations 

The provision encourages Americans to con-

tribute to churches and charitable organiza-

tions in 2020 by permitting them to deduct 

up to $300 of cash contributions, whether 

they itemize their deduction or not. Give it 

some thought! 

 The recovery needs 

in southwest Louisiana will 

be ongoing for some time, 

long after our two extra 

collections from the past 

two weeks have been put 

to use. Please consider continuing dona-

tions, as you are able, to assist those affect-

ed in getting back on their feet. 

Starting August 28, our diocese established 

an online giving fund portal for the Hurri-

cane Laura Disaster Relief Fund on our dioc-

esan website at www.diobr.org. The GIVE 

NOW button there allows contributions to 

be made to the Diocese of Lake Charles (and 

others if needed), to provide direct relief to 

victims of Hurricane Laura, and to sustain 

the charitable and spiritual work of the 

Church in these affected parts of Louisiana.  

Online donations can also be made through 

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Baton 

Rouge (its website is www.ccdiobr.org). Cath-

olic Charities was active here in Baton Rouge 

the day after Hurricane Laura passed, assist-

ing evacuees who landed in Baton Rouge 

and were directed to local hotels rather than 

shelters because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Now, our Catholic Charities staff is working 

with the Catholic Charities organizations of 

Lake Charles – and Acadiana and central 

Louisiana to help assess needs and distrib-

ute relief wherever needed. Donations to 

Catholic Charities will be used to help victims 

of Hurricane Laura in these affected areas, 

so please be generous.  



 

We continue to pray for those suf-

fering from the twin, sinful injustices of indi-

vidual and institutional racism in our nation. 

Add our Diocesan Prayer for Racial Har-

mony to your daily schedule, please – per-

haps upon waking and again just before bed-

time? 

Let us all in other ways also work to improve 

acceptance of everyone’s dignity, and exting-

uish the evil of racist prejudice forever. 

 As Louisianans continue 

to recover from Hurricane 

Laura’s devastation, let us 

continue to pray for God’s 

protection, using your own 

words or this traditional prayer, 

composed by one of our State’s legendary 

and most eloquent bishops: 

O God, Master of this passing world, hear the 

humble voices of your children. 

The Sea of Galilee obeyed Your order and 

returned to its former quietude. 

You are still the Master of land and sea. 

We live in the shadow of a danger over which 

we have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked 

and angry giant, can awake from its seeming 

lethargy, overstep its conventional boun-

daries, invade our land, and spread chaos 

and disaster. 

During this hurricane season we turn to You, 

O loving Father. 

Spare us from past tragedies whose 

memories are still so vivid and whose wounds 

seem to refuse to heal with passing of time. 

O Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our beloved Mother, 

we ask you to plead with your Son on our 

behalf, so that spared from the calamities 

common to this area and animated with a 

true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the 

footsteps of your Divine Son, to reach the 

heavenly Jerusalem, where a storm-less eter-

nity awaits us. Amen. 

[Composed by the Most Rev. Maurice Schexnayder (1895-

1981), Second Bishop of Lafayette (1956-1973), following 

Hurricane Audrey in 1957] 

God our Father, 

You call us to love one another as You have 

loved us. 

We pray for the conversion of hearts in our 

Diocese of Baton Rouge, to bring about 

racial harmony rooted in Your Son, Jesus 

Christ. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, strip us 

of our pride, mistrust and prejudices, so 

that we may be able to dialogue with one 

another to build communities where 

justice, peace and love flourish. 

We ask these blessings, trusting in the 

infinite mercy of Jesus and the 

intercession of Mary, our Mother. 

Amen. & 

The Ladies of the Cathedral 
who invite all women to join us in our service 

to our Cathedral Parish and local community 
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440 Third Street • Downtown Baton Rouge
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225-343-0600
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Attorney At Law

911 Seventh Street 
Port Allen, LA 70767

Phone: 
225-383-2302
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your Cathedral
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& Assisted Living Center& Assisted Living Center

4604 4604 Perkins Rd.Perkins Rd.
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www.southsidegardens.comwww.southsidegardens.com

Ladies of the  
Cathedral
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RANDALL
RIVERE FARMS

Cane Sugar
Pure & Natural

Contact Debra Mayeux to place an ad today! 
dmayeux@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6524

"THROUGH UNITY WE PROSPER"

God Bless the 
United States of America

Major Reginald R. Brown Sr.
Retired Constable
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THIS SPACE IS

Serving Baton Rouge  
since 1925

2731 North Street
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383-0451

www.marinoandson.com
LMP#3490

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.
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Service  225-753-7171  •  Construction 225-944-6736  •  www.gallomechanical.com

PERFORMANCE THE RIGHT
WAY IS OUR ONLY AGENDA

Cosmetic Dentistry  
of Baton Rouge

General Dentistry
Dr. Mark A. Ventress, DDS

632 Shadows Ln • Baton Rouge, LA
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St. Joseph Cathedral
Council 13632
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Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
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