
 

 412 North St., Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5496 

 Telephone: 225-387-5928 

    The Office is open on Monday, Wednesday 

& Friday, 8:30 am to 12 noon. Please wear a 

mask when visiting! 

Masses (in the Cathedral): Saturday, 4 pm; 

Sunday 8:30 & 10:30 am, and Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 12:05 pm   
 

Confessions (in the Parish Hall): Saturday 

3 pm, and 11:30 am Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday & Friday. 

Most Rev. Michael G. Duca, J.C.L., D.D.

bishop@diobr.org

 

 Very Rev. Paul D. Counce, J.C.L., M.C.L. 

 pastor@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Ms. Lorie A. Watson 

 office@cathedralbr.org 

Deacon Gary C. Mooney 

 deacon@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. David T. Summers 

 music@cathedralbr.org  

 

 Mr. Christopher Redden 

 chris@cathedralbr.org 

Mrs. Debbie B. Orsot 

 receptionist@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mrs. Judy Jumonville 

 judy@cathedralbr.org 

Jesus said to them,  

"Did you never read in the Scriptures: 
 

The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone; 

by the Lord has this been done, 

and it is wonderful in our eyes? 
 

Therefore, I say to you, 

the Kingdom of God will be taken 

away from you, and given to a people 

that will produce its fruit."  

Mt 21:42-43 



 

Dear Parishioners and Friends,  

 Apparently LSU’s first game of the season was such a disappointing loss – for which 

the pass defense was incredibly unprepared – that few people were eager to read last 

Sunday morning’s newspaper. Although I thought maybe somebody might mention it after 

Mass, nobody did: a small item in its second section, reporting damage to some property 

here on Cathedral Square a few days before. 

On Thursday morning, September 24, an alert neighbor discovered that the statue of the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus next to the Parish Office on 4th Street was defaced with vulgar graffiti. It was 

quickly cleaned and covered over, and I have to thank those members of the office staff and our Knights 

of Columbus Council for working hard and quickly to get that done. 

When we told Bishop Duca, he was quick to note we do not know the mind of the person who acted so 

hurtfully. For this reason he was sad that it got any publicity at all. He said he didn’t want it to become 

yet one more thread in the online, hateful conversations that divide Americans especially in these pre-

election days. Frankly, I don’t think it was done with political motive: the rude writing included 

expressions offensive to both black and white peoples, as well as to all persons of faith and civility. It’s a 

mystery as to why some people feel the urge to destroy things that don’t belong to them, especially if 

other people prize them. 

The bishop insightfully noted that it’s best to take the attention off the graffiti and put it back on the 

subject of the statue: the meaning of the symbol of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, a heart depicted as 

crowned with thorns, manifesting His love to the world. The Lord’s sacrifice of His life took place in an 

ugly fashion, via a most horrendous, unjust death on the cross, yet still He forgave those who crucified 

Him. 

So this is what frames our response to the affront of damage to our property: the love we need to show 

in the face of such an action. Our message is one of radical mercy and forgiveness, for even this is an 

opportunity to share the distinctively Good News of the Catholic Christian faith. Ironically, just as 

Christians have always felt grateful for the opportunity to suffer for Jesus’ sake (see the Acts of the 

Apostles, chapter 5, verse 41, for example), so do we. We will continue to witness to that sacrificial love of 

the Lord until the end of time. 

Oh, one last thing on this subject: if you don’t even know where that statue is, don’t feel bad. It was rele-

gated to perhaps the most out-of-the-way corner of the property over 50 years ago, before Monsignor 

Stanley Ott became pastor here. Over the years it’s been overgrown in an out-of-control garden, and 

damaged both accidentally and on purpose; this is at least the second time it’s been graffitied, for 

instance. Perhaps it was not wise to attempt to place the statue outside there, but our little section of 

downtown generally has been safe and definitely worth maintaining in an attractive way. We’ll re-

consider this. 

In the meantime, continue to live your own life of faith in the spirit of the Sacred Heart of Jesus: 

never return insult with injury, never provoke hatred instead of suggesting peaceful solutions, never 

make things worse but be willing to suffer injustice and indignity. Such penances accepted or even 

chosen in reparation for our own sins are hallmarks of virtue, and accepting them in reparation 

for the sins of others – even sins for which they will not repent – is the most Christ-like of all. 

Yours in the spirit of Jesus’ own heart, 



 

 Our next pre-Baptismal parents’ 

seminar is scheduled for Monday, Octo-

ber 12, at 6:30 pm in the Parish Office. 

Parents who are preparing for a child’s 

baptism are required to attend one at least 

once, and the godparents are invited also. 

Please register beforehand either by sending 

an email to office@cathedralbr.org or by making 

a quick phone call to 225-387-5928 – we need to 

know how many people will be attending! Please 

note that social distancing is usually not a 

problem, as the number of attendees is 

generally small. 

 This weekend, October 3/4, we 

take up the monthly Collection for the 

Maintenance and Repair of the 

Cathedral. Our historic building is in relatively 

good condition, considering its age – thanks in 

great part to your generosity through the years. 

Let’s make sure we keep that standard and pass 

it on for many generations to come! 

Oh, and thanks for continuing your support in 

our regular collections – either by using “bill pay” 

with your bank or by dropping your envelope or 

check into a collection basket in the church!  

Sunday, October 4 

Mass – 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Ladies of the Cathedral Meeting – 9:35 am 

Tuesday, October 6 

Food Pantry – 10 am 

Friday, October 9 

Green/Hurst Wedding Rehearsal – 3:30 pm 

Saturday, October 10 

Farmers’ Market – 8 am 

Green/Hurst Wedding – 1:30 pm 

Vigil Mass – 4 pm 

 Our St. Joseph Cathedral Food 

Pantry ministry starts back up this 

coming Tuesday, October 6, providing  

foodstuffs for those who are less fortu-

nate. While the Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank 

supplies most of what we distribute, we invite 

you to help out by picking up a few extra, non-

perishable items on your next trip to the grocery 

and then drop them off in the basket in the back 

of the Cathedral.  

We also need extra helping hands when we dis-

tribute food twice a month on those Tuesdays, 

especially now since some of our usual helpers 

may be more at-risk. If you can help with this, 

simply contact the Parish Office at 225-387-5928 

and let us know!  

 We’ve all missed it, and in just 

a few weeks – Sunday, October 18, 

to be exact! – we will all enjoy it 

again. Yes, our wonderful Knights of 

Columbus Council No. 13632 will be filling our 

tummies with their wonderful jambalaya for 

takeaway after the 8:30 and 10:30 am Masses. 

No donation required this time … just a hungry  

stomach! Mark your calendar and please join us!! 

 We are still working on our schedules for 

both our Parish School of Religion (PSR) and 

our  Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA) classes. 

If you have a child who needs to be enrolled in 

our PSR program, it’s not too late! Simply call 

the Parish Office at 225-387-5928 for more infor-

mation. 

Likewise, if you or someone you know is inter-

ested in our RCIA program, there is still time to 

sign up. Our Pastoral Assistant, Chris Redden, 

can provide all the details and he can be reached 

via email at chris@cathedralbr.org. 



 

The regular collection over the September 

26/27 weekend, the last weekend of the 

month, came to $3,029.00 (just 37 Identified 

Givers offered $2,875.00 and the remaining 

$154.00 given anonymously.  

And another $171.00 was collected for our 

Hurricane Laura Relief Fund, all anonymously 

given. Thank you for your continuing gene-

rosity in assisting our neighbors to the west in 

the Diocese of Lake Charles. Although we 

won’t leave the special basket in church for 

this any longer, you may always mark a 

donation for them (or for our other charitable 

works) and we’ll make sure it’s properly 

spent. 

Please remember, you can use your bank’s 

“Bill Pay” feature to give, or mail in your 

contributions, to our Parish Office at 412 

North Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5496. 

But don’t send cash through the mails! 

Special donations are also welcome, whether 

memorial gifts remembering departed loved 

ones, or gifts honoring living persons. You are 

especially invited to include the Cathedral 

in your will or living trust, helping to provide 

for our future! On a smaller scale, you can 

sponsor one or more floral arrangements 

for our weekend and special event Masses. 

And finally, there are lots of other ways that 

you can help us with the cost of things: altar 

linens, missals and lectionaries, vestments, 

hosts and wine, furniture, music materials, 

dry-cleaning of vestments and choir robes, 

statuary, and of course regular office supplies 

are expenses that we encounter throughout 

the year.  

As always, gifts of stock or other donations 

from investments can be very advantageous 

to donors, tax-wise – why not consider this 

now instead of only at the end of the year?  

If you have questions about your own 

personal Stewardship of Finance, contact the 

Parish Office and we’ll be happy to help! 

Not only our own parishioners and friends 

but Catholics from throughout the Diocese of 

Baton Rouge are welcome to choose their 

Cathedral for the celebration of the Sacra-

ments. These important spiritual events are 

always scheduled through our Parish Office 

(you can simply call us at 225-387-5928 or 

email us at office@cathedralbr.org). 

Parents must attend a required pre-

baptismal parents’ seminar as well as sched-

ule the baptism with the Parish Office. 

Preparation for adult Sacramental Initiation 

(Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) takes 

place as part of the Parish’s RCIA process 

throughout the year. 

Second grade children, no matter where they 

attend elementary school, are prepared for 

these Sacraments each school-year within a 

special program here. 

Special, brief preparation programs are held 

here each Spring, one for our parish’s teenag-

ers who are in the eleventh grade, and anoth-

er for other adults who wish to be confirmed. 

Church regulations require at least six 

months of preparation for any wedding. Our 

advice is to call well in advance of that time to 

reserve a wedding date and receive infor-

mation: our facilities are often booked in ad-

vance 12 to 18 months ahead-of-time! 

One’s own parish priest or deacon is ex-

pected to supervise the mandatory Catholic 

prenuptial preparation and to officiate at the 

wedding ceremony here, and our own wed-

ding coordinator will be in charge of the re-

hearsal and wedding too. 



 

                  

& 

 Special thanks to Pete Territo, 

who sponsored the floral arrange-

ment for the weekend of August 

29/30 In Memory of Mary Ann Territo 

Clifton. 

We also thank Sharon Lambert, who is 

sponsoring our altar’s floral arrangement for 

the weekend of October 10/11 In Memory of 

Norris and Adam Lambert.  

To donate the floral arrangement in honor 

of a special someone or intention, or in 

memory of a deceased family member or 

friend, simply contact the Parish Office, by 

calling 225-387-5928 or by sending an email 

to office@cathedralbr.org. Help make our 

lovely Cathedral even lovelier as we gather 

together in prayer and fellowship! 

 Live your best life in love. 

The worldwide Marriage Encoun-

ter experience is a “heart haven” 

that helps the two of you to listen, 

share and connect more deeply. There’s no 

group discussion: it’s just about you and 

your spouse learning to be the best, most 

loving and thriving couple you can be. To 

take part in the next, October 16-18 week-

end, call or text Gary & Susie Muñoz at  225-

439-3384 or go to www.wwme.org/online-

marriage-enrichments  

 Deep appreciation is extend-

ed to  Iray Ledoux, who is sponsor-

ing our Sanctuary Lamp for the 

week of October 4-10 In Memory of 

Lorena Ledoux and the Cali Family. 

We also thank Dr. Joe Lamendola for spon-

soring the weeks of October 11-17 and Octo-

ber 25-31 In Memory of the deceased Jesuit 

priests who served at Manresa House of Re-

treats. 

Finally, thanks go out to Toni Knorals, who is 

sponsoring the week of October 18-24 In 

Memory of Anthony Wayne Killough. 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns before the Bles-

sed Sacrament reposed in the Cathedral’s 

tabernacle. Have you ever considered “spon-

soring” it? You can do so “In Honor Of” or “In 

Memory Of” a loved one, or for a specific gen-

eral intention, and it’s pretty easy! If you’d 

like to know more, call the Parish Office at 

225-387-5928 or simply send an email to 

office@cathedralbr.org. 

 We’d like to give a shout 

out of thanks to our Ladies of the 

Cathedral for the wonderful 

face masks that they created 

during the last months and of-

fered for sale to parishioners 

over the last few weekends. 

As this pandemic continues they will contin-

ue to share their sewing skills. Look for their 

“booth” at the Arts Market in our parking lot 

every first Saturday morning of the month! 



 

 The weather has cooled a 

bit and the tropics seem to have 

quieted for now, but  the year’s 

“hurricane season” doesn’t end 

until November 30, so pray for 

divine protection, either by using your 

own words or this traditional prayer, com-

posed by one of our State’s legendary (and 

eloquent) bishops: 

O God, Master of this passing world, hear the 

humble voices of your children. 

The Sea of Galilee obeyed Your order and returned 

to its former quietude. 

You are still the Master of land and sea. 

We live in the shadow of a danger over which we 

have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked and 

angry giant, can awake from its seeming leth-

argy, overstep its conventional boundaries, 

invade our land, and spread chaos and disaster. 

During this hurricane season we turn to You, O 

loving Father. 

Spare us from past tragedies whose memories are 

still so vivid and whose wounds seem to refuse 

to heal with passing of time. 

O Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our beloved Mother, we 

ask you to plead with your Son on our behalf, so 

that spared from the calamities common to this 

area and animated with a true spirit of grati-

tude, we will walk in the footsteps of your Divine 

Son, to reach the heavenly Jerusalem, where a 

storm-less eternity awaits us. Amen. 

[Composed by the Most Rev. Maurice Schexnayder (1895-

1981), Second Bishop of Lafayette (1956-1973), following 

Hurricane Audrey in 1957] 

We continue to pray for those suf-

fering from the twin, sinful injustices of indi-

vidual and institutional racism in our nation. 

Add our Diocesan Prayer for Racial Har-

mony to your daily schedule, please – per-

haps upon waking and again just before bed-

time? 

Let us all in other ways also work to improve 

acceptance of everyone’s dignity, and exting-

uish the evil of racist prejudice forever. 

God our Father, 

You call us to love one another as You have 

loved us. 

We pray for the conversion of hearts in our 

Diocese of Baton Rouge, to bring about 

racial harmony rooted in Your Son, Jesus 

Christ. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, strip us 

of our pride, mistrust and prejudices, so 

that we may be able to dialogue with one 

another to build communities where 

justice, peace and love flourish. 

We ask these blessings, trusting in the 

infinite mercy of Jesus and the 

intercession of Mary, our Mother. 

Amen. 

“Through Unity We Prosper” 

God Bless the 

United States of America 

Major Reginald R. Brown, Sr. 

Retired Constable 
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440 Third Street • Downtown Baton Rouge
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Thomas W. Acosta, Jr.
Attorney At Law

911 Seventh Street 
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Phone: 
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CONTRACTORS

RANDALL
RIVERE FARMS

Cane Sugar
Pure & Natural

Contact Debra Mayeux to place an ad today! 
dmayeux@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6524
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God Bless the 
United States of America

Major Reginald R. Brown Sr.
Retired Constable
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Serving Baton Rouge  
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Lord Jesus 

Christ
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Service  225-753-7171  •  Construction 225-944-6736  •  www.gallomechanical.com

PERFORMANCE THE RIGHT
WAY IS OUR ONLY AGENDA

Cosmetic Dentistry  
of Baton Rouge

General Dentistry
Dr. Mark A. Ventress, DDS

632 Shadows Ln • Baton Rouge, LA
225.926.8954

www.markventressdds.com

St. Joseph Cathedral
Council 13632

ROOF TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
631 Manhattan Blvd, Harvey, LA 70058 

504-366-9283 
www.rooftech-no.com

150 Third Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
(225) 408-3200

www.watermarkbr.com


