
 

 412 North St., Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5496 

 Telephone: 225-387-5928 

    The Office is open on Monday, Wednesday 

& Friday, 8:30 am to 12 noon. Please wear a 

mask when visiting! 

Masses (in the Cathedral): Saturday, 4 pm; 

Sunday 8:30 & 10:30 am, and Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 12:05 pm   
 

Confessions (in the Parish Hall): Saturday 

3 pm, and 11:30 am Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday & Friday. 

Most Rev. Michael G. Duca, J.C.L., D.D.

bishop@diobr.org

 

 Very Rev. Paul D. Counce, J.C.L., M.C.L. 

 pastor@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Ms. Lorie A. Watson 

 office@cathedralbr.org 

Deacon Gary C. Mooney 

 deacon@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. David T. Summers 

 music@cathedralbr.org  

 

 Mr. Christopher Redden 

 chris@cathedralbr.org 

Mrs. Debbie B. Orsot 

 receptionist@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mrs. Judy Jumonville 

 judy@cathedralbr.org 

Mt 22:4BC 
Come to the Feast! 



 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 One of my regular activities is to keep a “To Do” List. It’s an easy thing to accomplish 

with a smart phone that – mostly! – understands me when I talk to it! And in fact, I have a 

number of lists: one is “things to read,” another is “things to do,” of course there is a shopping 

list of “things to get,” and there is perhaps my favorite one: “things to cook and eat”! 

The trouble with all of my lists is that I generally tend to add things only, without ever 

shortening them. For example, the list of books I want to read has really turned into a list of “books I’ve 

started but never finished”! 

Something I’ve just put on that list is the latest encyclical of Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti. The Holy Father 

began it with Italian words used by his namesake St. Francis of Assisi in writing to “All brothers and sisters.” 

Its subject matter is the “fraternity and social friendship” of humanity, something which followers of Jesus 

Christ like us should foster deliberately and constantly. 

I admit I really haven’t started it yet. I’ve already started about a dozen books already, so I’ll be able to wait 

to purchase an inexpensive copy soon! (It can be downloaded already from the Vatican ’s website, but it 

comes to 78 pages, not counting the footnotes!) 

Still, when signing the document last weekend, the Holy Father his hope that all peoples everywhere know 

of God’s invitation “to a love that goes to beyond the barriers of geography and space.” Pope Francis says 

that, inspired by St. Francis, all of us should “dream as one humanity, as travelers made of the same 

human flesh, as children of the same land which hosts all of us, each with the richness of faith or con-

victions, each with their own voice, all brothers and sisters!” Then, the way forward, made up of common 

action together, can enable real progress again. 

From news reports I’ve seen, one of the Pope’s motives in writing this message to us all is that in the 

current time of the coronavirus pandemic, we’ve clearly become more isolated from each other. But 

frankly, I have to agree with the Pope’s reported assessment as well that the general progress that 

countries and peoples have made since World War II to overcome differences and work together for real 

advancement has slowed, and this despite Covid-19. While secular observers might point to political and 

economic causes here, Pope Francis brings in the more serious, underlying factor: sin. Evil is never over-

come accidentally, so we need to purposefully work against what the Holy Father calls “the dark clouds” 

within us and outside of us that, unless changed, ultimately will bring about destruction. 

It will be interesting to see if Pope Francis’ typical optimistic outlook – as was evidenced especially in his 

earlier writings Evangelii Gaudium and Laudato Sí – still prevails as he voices his concerns for humanity’s 

future. Optimism is called for: Pope St. John Paul II’s own favorite document of the Second Vatican Council 

(1962-1965), Gaudium et Spes, the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, embraced as in-

evitable the progress which humanity was taking, and demanded its priority. Yet always it’s hard to 

sustain concerted action as generations rise and fall and human achievements cede to historical reality. 

Anyway, I do hope to get to this soon. As with most Church documents, the encyclical is best read and 

prayed-over simultaneously. This makes for slow reading, but many moments of insight and thus resolve 

for the future. We can only influence the future for the better by deciding to do so, and that is one thing 

that I am sure that Pope Francis is hoping all of us do! 

Yours in Christ, 



 

 Expecting a baby? Have you 

registered for our pre-Baptismal 

parents’ seminar? It is scheduled 

for this coming Monday, October 

12, at 6:30 pm in the Parish Office. 

Parents who are preparing for a child’s 

baptism are required to attend one at least 

once, and the godparents are invited also. 

Please register beforehand either by send-

ing an email to office@cathedralbr.org or by 

making a quick phone call to 225-387-5928 – 

we need to know how many people will be 

attending! Please note that social distancing 

is usually not a problem, as the number of 

attendees is generally small. 

Sunday, October 11 
Mass – 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Monday, October 12 
Pre-Baptismal Preparation Seminar – 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, October 13 
Cemetery Fund Board Meeting – 5 pm 

Wednesday, October 14 
KC Council Meeting – 6:15 pm 

Thursday, October 15 
Sommer/Morris Wedding Rehearsal – 6:30 pm 

Friday, October 16 
Sommer/Morris Wedding – 6:30 pm 

Saturday, October 17 
Farmers’ Market – 8 am 

Baptism – 10 am 

Vigil Mass – 4 pm 

 At last, free KC food 

is just a week away – next 

Sunday, October 18, to 

be exact! The wonderful 

Knights of our KC Council 

No. 13632 will be treating 

us to their wonderful jambalaya – for “eat-

in” or takeaway – after both the 8:30 and 

10:30 am Masses.  

No donation required this time … just a hun-

gry  stomach! Mark your calendar and make 

sure to join us!! 

 We are still working out our full sched-

ules for both our Parish School of Religion 

(PSR) and our  Rite of Christian Initiation 

(RCIA) sessions. (But we do know that the 

first PSR meeting will be Sunday, October 

25, at 9 am, so parents, mark your calen-

dars!) 

If you have a child who needs to be enrolled 

in our PSR program, it’s not too late! Simply 

call the Parish Office at 225-387-5928! 

Likewise, if you or someone you know is in-

terested in becoming Catholic, there is still 

time to sign up for our RCIA process for old-

er teens and adults. Just email our Pastoral 

Assistant, Mr. Chris Redden, for more infor-

mation: chris@cathedralbr.org. 

 
 

632 Shadows Lane, Baton Rouge 
225-926-8954 

www.markventressdds.com



 

The regular collection over the October 3/4 

weekend, the first weekend of the month, 

came to $11,291.15 (82 Identified Givers 

giving $11,110.15, and the remaining $181.00 

was offered anonymously. Our monthly col-

lection For the Maintenance and Repair of the 

Cathedral brought in $2,225.00 from 32 

Identified Givers. Thank you for helping us 

keep Cathedral Square in tip-top shape! 

As we mentioned last weekend, we are no 

longer formally collecting for the Hurricane 

Laura Relief Fund, but you may always mark a 

donation for them (or for our other charitable 

works) and we’ll make sure it’s properly 

spent. 

Please remember, you can use your bank’s 

“Bill Pay” feature to give, or mail in your 

contributions, to our Parish Office at 412 

North Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5496. 

But don’t send cash through the mails! 

Special donations are also welcome, whether 

memorial gifts remembering departed loved 

ones, or gifts honoring living persons. You are 

especially invited to include the Cathedral 

in your will or living trust, helping to provide 

for our future! On a smaller scale, you can 

sponsor one or more floral arrangements 

for our weekend and special event Masses. 

And finally, there are lots of other ways that 

you can help us with the cost of things: altar 

linens, missals and lectionaries, vestments, 

hosts and wine, furniture, music materials, 

dry-cleaning of vestments and choir robes, 

statuary, and of course regular office supplies 

are expenses that we encounter throughout 

the year.  

As always, gifts of stock or other donations 

from investments can be very advantageous 

to donors, tax-wise – why not consider this 

now instead of only at the end of the year?  

If you have questions about your own 

personal Stewardship of Finance, contact the 

Parish Office and we’ll be happy to help! 

Not only our own parishioners and friends 

but Catholics from throughout the Diocese of 

Baton Rouge are welcome to choose their 

Cathedral for the celebration of the Sacra-

ments. These important spiritual events are 

always scheduled through our Parish Office 

(you can simply call us at 225-387-5928 or 

email us at office@cathedralbr.org). 

A pre-baptismal preparation seminar is re-

quired of parents, as well as their scheduling 

the baptism with the Parish Office. 

Preparation for adult Sacramental Initiation 

(Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) takes 

place as part of the Parish’s RCIA process 

throughout the year. 

Second grade children, no matter where they 

attend elementary school, are prepared for 

these Sacraments each school-year within a 

special program here. 

Special, brief preparation programs are held 

here each Spring, one for our parish’s teenag-

ers who are in the eleventh grade, and anoth-

er for other adults who wish to be confirmed. 

Church regulations require at least six 

months of preparation for any wedding. Our 

advice is to call well in advance of that time to 

reserve a wedding date and receive infor-

mation: our facilities are often booked in ad-

vance 12 to 18 months ahead-of-time! 

One’s own parish priest or deacon is ex-

pected to supervise the mandatory Catholic 

prenuptial preparation and to officiate at the 

wedding ceremony here, and our own wed-

ding coordinator will be in charge of the re-

hearsal and wedding too. 



 

 Are you looking for a fun and 

easy way to volunteer at church? Look 

no further, as we are in need of help 

as we have just resumed our ever 

popular Coffee & Donuts ministry on 

Sundays after the 8:30 and 10:30 am Masses! 

Grab a family member or friend and make a 

team! 

If you could help out once every 6-8 weeks or so, 

please give us a call at the Parish Office at 225-

387-5928 to find out more. 

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                  Saturday/Sunday, October 17-18, 2020 

  4 pm 

Fr. Paul Counce 

8:30 am 

Fr. Paul Counce 

10:30 am 

Fr. Paul Counce 

Readers Joseph Maggio (1) 

Tony Nicolich (2) 

Erin Fulbright (1) 

Bobbie Carey (2) 

Bryan Vincent (1) 

Geri Munson (2) 

Servers TBD David Diez Dickie Howze 

Sean Molony 

Caitlyn Thompson 

Sacristans Fr. Paul Counce Erick Swenson Dickie Howze 

Coffee & Donuts  TBD 

 It’s that time of year! And 

while our pandemic has changed 

things, and you won’t be seeing 

the CHS representatives after 

masses this year, you can still get 

your tickets for the Annual Catholic High 

School Car Raffle. A $10 donation enters you for 

a chance to win your choice of a 2021 Toyota Ta-

coma SR, 2021 Toyota Camry LE or a 3 year 

lease/36,000 mile on a Lexus RX350. Tickets are 

available on the CHS website at 

www.catholichigh.org. Scan the code below with 

your smart phone camera, which will bring you 

to a direct link to raffle sales. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Physical tickets may be purchased in the CHS 

school office. Thank you for your support! 

Ticket Sales Deadline: December 4, 2020 

Drawing: January 24, 2021 

 You will notice below that our ministry 

schedule for the coming weekend has re-

turned – yet another sign of some return to nor-

malcy! If you would like to assist as a reader or 

altar server during Mass, or perhaps as part of 

the coffee & donut crew (as mentioned above), 

simply call the Parish Office at 225-387-5928 to 

let us know and find out what is involved in sign-

ing up! You can also email us at 

office@cathedralbr.org. 

Sharing your talents and participating in your 

Cathedral parish in this way truly adds an ele-

ment of satisfaction that you cannot fully appre-

ciate until you make the commitment! 



 

The proof of love is in the works. Where love exists, it works great things. 

But when it ceases to act, it ceases to exist. 
 

-Saint Gregory the Great 

 As this week’s storm 

named “Delta” has shown, the 

year’s “hurricane season” really 

doesn’t end until November 30, 

so pray for divine protection, 

either by using your own words or this 

traditional prayer, composed by one of our 

State’s legendary (and eloquent) bishops: 

O God, Master of this passing world, hear the 

humble voices of your children. 

The Sea of Galilee obeyed Your order and returned 

to its former quietude. 

You are still the Master of land and sea. 

We live in the shadow of a danger over which we 

have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked and 

angry giant, can awake from its seeming leth-

argy, overstep its conventional boundaries, 

invade our land, and spread chaos and disaster. 

During this hurricane season we turn to You, O 

loving Father. 

Spare us from past tragedies whose memories are 

still so vivid and whose wounds seem to refuse 

to heal with passing of time. 

O Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our beloved Mother, we 

ask you to plead with your Son on our behalf, so 

that spared from the calamities common to this 

area and animated with a true spirit of grati-

tude, we will walk in the footsteps of your Divine 

Son, to reach the heavenly Jerusalem, where a 

storm-less eternity awaits us. Amen. 

[Composed by the Most Rev. Maurice Schexnayder (1895-

1981), Second Bishop of Lafayette (1956-1973), following 

Hurricane Audrey in 1957] 

We continue to pray for those suf-

fering from the twin, sinful injustices of indi-

vidual and institutional racism in our nation. 

Bishop Duca asks that you add our Diocesan 

Prayer for Racial Harmony to your daily 

schedule, please – perhaps upon waking and 

again just before bedtime? 

Let us all in other ways also work to improve 

acceptance of everyone’s dignity, and exting-

uish the evil of racist prejudice forever. 

God our Father, 

You call us to love one another as You have 

loved us. 

We pray for the conversion of hearts in our 

Diocese of Baton Rouge, to bring about 

racial harmony rooted in Your Son, Jesus 

Christ. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, strip us 

of our pride, mistrust and prejudices, so 

that we may be able to dialogue with one 

another to build communities where 

justice, peace and love flourish. 

We ask these blessings, trusting in the 

infinite mercy of Jesus and the 

intercession of Mary, our Mother. 

Amen. 



NOW 
OPEN

440 Third Street • Downtown Baton Rouge
Mon -Sat 7AM - 7PM • Sunday 8AM - 7PM

Catering Services Available
225-343-0600

Thomas W. Acosta, Jr.
Attorney At Law

911 Seventh Street 
Port Allen, LA 70767

Phone: 
225-383-2302

Consider  
remembering 

your Cathedral
in your will.

For Further  
inFormation

please call the
parish oFFice at

225-387-5928

Retirement CommunityRetirement Community
& Assisted Living Center& Assisted Living Center

4604 4604 Perkins Rd.Perkins Rd.

922-9923922-9923
www.southsidegardens.comwww.southsidegardens.com

Ladies of the  
Cathedral

Invites Invites all Ladies to join  all Ladies to join  
in our parish and community in our parish and community 

service activitiesservice activities
MEETINGSMEETINGS:  9:35 AM on  :  9:35 AM on  

1ST SUNDAY 1ST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTHOF EACH MONTH

Martin Mapp
225-389-9612 br • 504-738-9831 no

Proudly providing services for
St. Joseph Cathedral,  

Baton Rouge & New Orleans

associated  
  waterproofing corp.

CONTRACTORS

RANDALL
RIVERE FARMS

Cane Sugar
Pure & Natural

Contact Debra Mayeux to place an ad today! 
dmayeux@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6524

"THROUGH UNITY WE PROSPER"

God Bless the 
United States of America

Major Reginald R. Brown Sr.
Retired Constable

 2-B-4-1  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0833

THIS SPACE IS

Serving Baton Rouge  
since 1925

2731 North Street

343-3022 
383-0451

www.marinoandson.com
LMP#3490

Praise 
Lord Jesus 

Christ
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Service  225-753-7171  •  Construction 225-944-6736  •  www.gallomechanical.com

PERFORMANCE THE RIGHT
WAY IS OUR ONLY AGENDA

Cosmetic Dentistry  
of Baton Rouge

General Dentistry
Dr. Mark A. Ventress, DDS

632 Shadows Ln • Baton Rouge, LA
225.926.8954

www.markventressdds.com

St. Joseph Cathedral
Council 13632

ROOF TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
631 Manhattan Blvd, Harvey, LA 70058 

504-366-9283 
www.rooftech-no.com

150 Third Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
(225) 408-3200

www.watermarkbr.com


