
 

 412 North St., Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5496 

 Telephone: 225-387-5928 

    The Office is open on Monday, Wednesday 

& Friday, 8:30 am to 12 noon. Please wear a 

mask when visiting! 

Masses (in the Cathedral): Saturday, 4 pm; 

Sunday 8:30 & 10:30 am, and Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 12:05 pm   
 

Confessions (in the Parish Hall): Saturday 

3 pm, and 11:30 am Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday & Friday. 

Most Rev. Michael G. Duca, J.C.L., D.D.

bishop@diobr.org

 

 Very Rev. Paul D. Counce, J.C.L., M.C.L. 

 pastor@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Ms. Lorie A. Watson 

 office@cathedralbr.org 

Deacon Gary C. Mooney 

 deacon@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. David T. Summers 

 music@cathedralbr.org  

 

 Mr. Christopher Redden 

 chris@cathedralbr.org 

Mrs. Debbie B. Orsot 

 receptionist@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mrs. Judy Jumonville 

 judy@cathedralbr.org 



 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 The weeks before last was certainly an “up and down” week for me. It certainly seems like 

2020 has been full of these for us all, right? 

For a moment last Monday I would have told you that not only my week but my year was totally 

ruined: I got one of those dreaded letters from the IRS saying that I owed them thousands in back 

taxes for supposedly underreporting my 2018 income! Now I knew it wasn’t true – they said I had 

not reported around $100,000 in income, which on my salary is pretty preposterous! – but I didn’t relax until my 

CPA reassured me that actually the IRS computers this year are making lots of mistakes like that. (He wants to 

blame the Covid virus somehow!) Anyway, he took one look at the paperwork and quickly demonstrated the 

mistake made by the government, not me. By next month, he assured me, it will all be history. I hope so! 

The far more serious “downer” was the news, which you probably read about, of two priests over in the neigh-

boring diocese of New Orleans, who were instantly removed from the ministry when their criminal actions 

became known to the police and then to Church authorities. The horrible desecration of the church and altar 

north of Slidell was particularly outrageous. Archbishop Gregory Aymond was certainly correct in describing the 

situation as demonic, as he tried to reassure his clergy and faithful that this was an isolated, although horribly 

scandalous, event. He rushed to take the right steps to install a new altar and reconsecrate the church building. 

But I suspect he would agree sadly that the negative impact of these crimes and their aftermath will continue to 

damage the Church’s reputation. For some reason, many people think that others’ sins give them an excuse to 

“make up” their own morality too – that’s not true, of course, and such an attitude will always in the end be 

proven to be wrong. But it is discouraging to witness evil of any sort done by others. 

But in the meantime, life goes on. It’s become clear that the main doors into the Parish Office need repla-

cing. The original, heavy wood and glass doors have finally become unreliable as well as unsightly after more 

than 54 years of service, and the hinging and locking hardware needed to fix them is no longer available. We 

have the money needed to replace them – thanks to your generosity over the years into our maintenance fund – 

but it will be an expenditure of some substance. We’re right now soliciting bids on replacing the doors with 

newer, metal and glass ones. 

On the “up” side, I’ve already voted in next month’s election! It was easy to walk six blocks down to the office of 

the Registrar of Voters and drop my ballot off. Now it’s done and I can ignore the political commercials and 

robocalls with a self-satisfied look on my face. 

And it’s heartening that church attendance is increasing remarkably. We may not exactly be back to “normal,” 

but with coffee-and-doughnuts and in-person meetings resuming around the Parish, and so forth, there at least 

is a resumption of “familiarity.” Yes, we all still have to be cautious about the coronavirus. This is especially 

true for those in a higher-risk category due to age, illness, poverty or some other pre-existing condition. Still, life 

has been so unusual and difficult since mid-March, I think we’ll all take improvements, even small ones, when-

ever we can! 

Still always yours in Christ, 

 Our communal administration of the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick resumes 

next Sunday, October 25. This is done on the last Sunday of the month immediately after the 

10:30 am Mass. Catholics over the age of 7 who are seriously ill or anticipating significant sur-

gery, or those weakened by old age, are eligible to receive this Sacrament. 

Here at the Cathedral, on these occasions, we also minister a special blessing with a relic of 

Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, C.Ss.R. Invite your friends to join us for this! 



 

 For those students regis-

tered in our Parish School of 

Religion, please note that both 

students and parents are expec-

ted to attend all of the following 

Sunday sessions to be held at 9 

am in the Cathedral Parish Hall. The first one 

is next Sunday! 

Mark these dates down: 

 October 25, 2020 

 December 6, 2020 

 January 24, 2021 

 March 7, 2021 

 April 11, 2021 

 

Naturally, if any parents have not yet regis-

tered their public school children for this 

year’s PSR program, or if you have any ques-

tions, please contact the Parish Office by 

phone at 225-387-5928 or email us  at 

office@cathedralbr.org as soon as possible! 

We can also put you directly in touch with 

Mrs. Olga Johnson, who coordinates our PSR 

program. 

& 

Sunday, October 18 
Mass – 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Free KC Jambalaya after both Masses 

Organ Concert – 3 pm 

Tuesday, October 20 
Food Pantry – 10 am 

Thursday, October 22 
Davenport/Kelleher Wedding Rehearsal – 6 pm 

Friday, October 23 
Davenport/Kelleher Wedding – 7 pm 

Saturday, October 24 
Farmers’ Market – 8 am 

Vigil Mass – 4 pm 

 Don’t forget to stop by 

the Parish Hall after Mass 

this Sunday, October 18! 

The wonderful Knights of our 

KC Council No. 13632 are 

treating us to their tasty 

jambalaya – for “eat-in” or takeaway – af-

ter both the 8:30 and 10:30 am Masses.  

No donation required this time … just a hun-

gry stomach! Mark your calendar and make 

sure to come over to the Hall!! 

 Please join us here this 

Sunday afternoon, October 18, at 

3 pm, for a lovely musical event! 

John Paul Chauvin, a 15-year-old 

pipe organ student of our own 

Director of Music and organist 

David Summers, will play his debut recital 

for the Baton Rouge community. Come hear 

the music of J.S. Bach, Léon Boëllmann, David 

German, and Louis Vierne. 

The Cathedral is committed to keeping 

concert-goers safe through social distancing 

and requires attendees to wear a face mask. 

This event is free and open to the public, so 

please share with your friends!  

Southside Gardens 
Retirement Community & Assisted Living 

4604 Perkins Road  •  Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana 

225-922-9923  •  



 

The regular collection last weekend (October 

10/11) came to $9,373.00 (65 Identified Givers 

giving $9,161.00, and the remaining $212.00 

offered anonymously). 

Please remember that you can conveniently 

use your bank’s “Bill Pay” feature to give, or 

mail in your contributions, to our Parish 

Office, at 412 North Street, Baton Rouge, LA 

70802-5496. But don’t send cash through the 

mails! 

Special donations are also welcome, whether 

memorial gifts remembering departed loved 

ones, or gifts honoring living persons. You are 

especially invited to include the Cathedral 

in your will or living trust, helping to provide 

for our future! On a smaller scale, you can 

sponsor one or more floral arrangements 

for our weekend and special event Masses. 

And finally, there are lots of other ways that 

you can help us with the cost of things: altar 

linens, missals and lectionaries, vestments, 

hosts and wine, furniture, music materials, 

dry-cleaning of vestments and choir robes, 

statuary, and of course regular office supplies 

are expenses that we encounter throughout 

the year.  

If you have questions about your own 

personal Stewardship of Finance, contact the 

Parish Office at office@cathdralbr.org  

Not only our own parishioners and friends 

but Catholics from throughout the Diocese of 

Baton Rouge are welcome to choose their 

Cathedral for the celebration of the Sacra-

ments. These important spiritual events are 

always scheduled through our Parish Office 

(you can simply call us at 225-387-5928 or 

email us at office@cathedralbr.org). 

A pre-baptismal preparation seminar is re-

quired of parents, as well as their scheduling 

the baptism with the Parish Office. 

Preparation for adult Sacramental Initiation 

(Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) takes 

place as part of the Parish’s RCIA process 

throughout the year. 

Second grade children, no matter where they 

attend elementary school, are prepared for 

these Sacraments each school-year within a 

special program here. 

Special, brief preparation programs are held 

here each Spring, one for our parish’s teenag-

ers who are in the eleventh grade, and anoth-

er for other adults who wish to be confirmed. 

Church regulations require at least six 

months of preparation for any wedding. Our 

advice is to call well in advance of that time to 

reserve a wedding date and receive infor-

mation: our facilities are often booked in ad-

vance 12 to 18 months ahead-of-time! 

One’s own parish priest or deacon is ex-

pected to supervise the mandatory Catholic 

prenuptial preparation and to officiate at the 

wedding ceremony here, and our own wed-

ding coordinator will be in charge of the re-

hearsal and wedding too. 

 Congratulations go out to Micah 

James Green and Leslie Catherine 

Hurst, who married here at the 

Cathedral on Saturday afternoon, Octo-

ber 10, before Father Greg Daigle. 

May God richly bless them! And may the 

lifelong marital sacrament they have now estab-

lished be an example to us all, as we pledge to 

support them – and their extended families and 

one day their children – with our ongoing 

prayers. 



 

Our Parish Calendar, weekly issues of 

The Carpenter and more are available on 

our website: www.cathedralbr.org 

30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                  Saturday/Sunday, October 24-25, 2020 

  4 pm 

Fr. Paul Counce 

8:30 am 

Fr. Paul Counce 

10:30 am 

Bishop Michael Duca 

Readers Todd Gaudin (1) 

Bridget Gaudin (2) 

Jessica Sharon (1) 

Chris Gaudet (2) 

Vic Howell (1) 

Tom Acosta (2) 

Servers TBD Colette Clebert 

Cooper Clebert 

David Diez 

Dickie Howze 

Caitlyn Thompson 

Sacristans Fr. Paul Counce Erick Swenson Dickie Howze 

Coffee & Donuts  Clay & Lauren Cazes 

 It’s that time of year! And 

while our pandemic has changed 

things, and you won’t be seeing 

the CHS representatives after 

masses this year, you can still get your tickets 

for the Annual Catholic High School Car Raffle. A 

$10 donation enters you for a chance to win 

your choice of either a 2021 Toyota Tacoma SR, 

a 2021 Toyota Camry LE, or a 3-year/36,000 mile 

lease on a Lexus RX350. Tickets are available on 

the CHS website at www.catholichigh.org. Scan 

the code below with your smart phone’s camera, 

which will bring you to a direct link to raffle 

sales. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Physical tickets may be purchased in the CHS 

school office. Thank you for your support! 

Ticket Sales Deadline: December 4, 2020 

Drawing: January 24, 2021 

 As Bishop Duca noted in 

his homily a couple of weeks 

ago, each October the Church 

celebrates a special Respect Life 

month. As Catholics, we are 

called to cherish, defend and 

protect human life, especially those who are 

most vulnerable – from the beginning of life to 

its natural end, and at every point in between. 

During this month, we reflect more deeply on 

the dignity of every human life. 

One associated event, Entering Canaan: A Wom-

en’s Day of Prayer and Healing, will be held next 

month, on Saturday, November 7, from 9 am to 5 

pm for women who have experienced abor-

tion. If you or someone you know has suffered 

the loss of a child in this way, and now experi-

ence the guilt it brings, know that you are not 

alone. This event is sponsored by the Catholic 

Diocese of Baton Rouge’s Office of Marriage & 

Family Life. For more information and confiden-

tial registration, please call 225-325-3459 or 

email EnteringCanaan@diobr.org. All inquiries 

are confidential. 



 

A tree is known by its fruit; a man by his 

deeds. The one who sows courtesy reaps 

friendship, and the one who plants 

kindness gathers love. 
 

- St. Basil 
       

 As last week’s storm 

“Delta” showed us in graphic 

detail, the annual “hurricane 

season” really doesn’t end until 

November 30. So please continue to pray 

for divine protection, either by using 

your own words or this traditional 

prayer, composed by one of our State’s 

legendary (and eloquent) bishops: 

O God, Master of this passing world, hear the 

humble voices of your children. 

The Sea of Galilee obeyed Your order and 

returned to its former quietude. 

You are still the Master of land and sea. 

We live in the shadow of a danger over which 

we have no control: the Gulf, like a 

provoked and angry giant, can awake 

from its seeming lethargy, overstep its 

conventional boundaries, invade our land, 

and spread chaos and disaster. 

During this hurricane season we turn to You, 

O loving Father. 

Spare us from past tragedies whose mem-

ories are still so vivid and whose wounds 

seem to refuse to heal with passing of 

time. 

O Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our beloved Mother, 

we ask you to plead with your Son on our 

behalf, so that spared from the calamities 

common to this area and animated with a 

true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the 

footsteps of your Divine Son, to reach the 

heavenly Jerusalem, where a storm-less 

eternity awaits us. Amen. 

[Composed by the Most Rev. Maurice Schexnayder 

(1895-1981), Second Bishop of Lafayette (1956-1973), 

We continue to pray for those suf-

fering from the twin, sinful injustices of indi-

vidual and institutional racism in our nation. 

Bishop Duca asks that you add our Diocesan 

Prayer for Racial Harmony to your daily 

schedule, please – perhaps upon waking and 

again just before bedtime? 

Let us all in other ways also work to improve 

acceptance of everyone’s dignity, and exting-

uish the evil of racist prejudice forever. 

God our Father, 

You call us to love one another as You have 

loved us. 

We pray for the conversion of hearts in our 

Diocese of Baton Rouge, to bring about 

racial harmony rooted in Your Son, Jesus 

Christ. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, strip us 

of our pride, mistrust and prejudices, so 

that we may be able to dialogue with one 

another to build communities where 

justice, peace and love flourish. 

We ask these blessings, trusting in the 

infinite mercy of Jesus and the 

intercession of Mary, our Mother. 

Amen. 



NOW 
OPEN

440 Third Street • Downtown Baton Rouge
Mon -Sat 7AM - 7PM • Sunday 8AM - 7PM

Catering Services Available
225-343-0600

Thomas W. Acosta, Jr.
Attorney At Law

911 Seventh Street 
Port Allen, LA 70767

Phone: 
225-383-2302

Consider  
remembering 

your Cathedral
in your will.

For Further  
inFormation

please call the
parish oFFice at

225-387-5928

Retirement CommunityRetirement Community
& Assisted Living Center& Assisted Living Center

4604 4604 Perkins Rd.Perkins Rd.

922-9923922-9923
www.southsidegardens.comwww.southsidegardens.com

Ladies of the  
Cathedral

Invites Invites all Ladies to join  all Ladies to join  
in our parish and community in our parish and community 

service activitiesservice activities
MEETINGSMEETINGS:  9:35 AM on  :  9:35 AM on  

1ST SUNDAY 1ST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTHOF EACH MONTH

Martin Mapp
225-389-9612 br • 504-738-9831 no

Proudly providing services for
St. Joseph Cathedral,  

Baton Rouge & New Orleans

associated  
  waterproofing corp.

CONTRACTORS

RANDALL
RIVERE FARMS

Cane Sugar
Pure & Natural

Contact Debra Mayeux to place an ad today! 
dmayeux@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6524

"THROUGH UNITY WE PROSPER"

God Bless the 
United States of America

Major Reginald R. Brown Sr.
Retired Constable

 2-B-4-1  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0833

THIS SPACE IS

Serving Baton Rouge  
since 1925

2731 North Street

343-3022 
383-0451

www.marinoandson.com
LMP#3490

Praise 
Lord Jesus 

Christ
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Service  225-753-7171  •  Construction 225-944-6736  •  www.gallomechanical.com

PERFORMANCE THE RIGHT
WAY IS OUR ONLY AGENDA

Cosmetic Dentistry  
of Baton Rouge

General Dentistry
Dr. Mark A. Ventress, DDS

632 Shadows Ln • Baton Rouge, LA
225.926.8954

www.markventressdds.com

St. Joseph Cathedral
Council 13632

ROOF TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
631 Manhattan Blvd, Harvey, LA 70058 

504-366-9283 
www.rooftech-no.com

150 Third Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
(225) 408-3200

www.watermarkbr.com


