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Worship with Us 

 

 Saturday Anticipated Mass 4 pm 

 Sunday 

 8:30 am & 10:30 am  

 Weekdays 

 (M-T-W-F only)  12:05 pm 

 Holy Days as announced 

 

 Saturday 3 to 3:45 pm 

 Weekdays (M-T-W-F) 11:15-11:50 am 

 Always on request 
 

 

Contact Us 

 

 412 North Street 

 Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5496 

 Monday-Wednesday-Friday 

 8:30 am to 12 noon 

  

 

 225-387-5928 

 

Personnel and Staff 

Most Rev. Michael G. Duca, J.C.L., D.D.

bishop@diobr.org

 

 Very Rev. Paul D. Counce, J.C.L., M.C.L. 

 pastor@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Ms. Lorie A. Watson 

 office@cathedralbr.org 

Deacon Gary C. Mooney 

 deacon@cathedralbr.org 

Mrs. Debbie Orsot 

 receptionist@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. Christopher Redden 

 chris@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. David T. Summers 

 music@cathedralbr.org  

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 Holy Lent has begun! I hope you have entered into 

the spirit of the season and adopted a régime of extra spiri-

tual exercises. The classic ones are more prayer, fasting 

and almsgiving. The best way to put these into practice is 

first to pray more, especially by frequent attendance at 

Mass and a daily prayer-time at home with your Bible. Then 

give up favorite foods and drink, and try to “fast ‘til your stomach hurts” at 

least twice a week. Finally, give away some significant money, at least as 

much as you ordinarily have spent on yourself in the past few months. 

Certainly also over the years we have all become accustomed to “giving up 

something for Lent.” We also heard many a homily about “doing some-

thing extra for Lent.” (I’ve preached some of those myself!) Doing these 

things, really, are the bare minimum for each of us. 

Unfortunately – and it’s a tad sad, too – we have gotten away from a thing 

that certainly was emphasized in my childhood: mortification. From the 

Latin word for death “mors, mortis,” these are voluntary actions by which 

we gradually “put to death” our sinful habits, and the self-centeredness 

that causes them. Bad habits abound, as you know: too much online time 

and “binge-TV” may be new ones, but older ones such as smoking, intem-

perance, overeating, sloth, sexual self-indulgence and the like haven’t gone 

away. 

Jesus called mortification necessary: “If anyone wants to be a follower of 

mine, let him renounce himself and take up his cross every day and follow 

me” (Lk 9:23). Another fundamental Biblical verse was a command of St. 

Paul: “See yourselves to be dead to sin but alive for God in Christ 

Jesus” (Rom 6:11). 

Remember, the things we truly value more than anything else are not 

what our world prizes. Secular culture by definition seeks heaven on 

earth. From that point of view, suffering of any kind is valueless and to be 

avoided – quite different from what we believe.  

Here at the Cathedral I’m doing my best to get over to the Parish Hall to 

begin our weekday confessions a bit earlier on Monday through Thursday 

and Friday. I’ll do my best to arrive at 11:15 am to accommodate the in-

creased numbers of people wishing to receive the Sacrament of Reconcilia-

tion. Also, our usual Stations of the Cross are prayed in church at 11:30 

am on Lenten Fridays as well: it’s a favorite Lenten devotion. 

As I mentioned last week, our Knights of Columbus of the Cathedral Coun-

cil No. 13632 will lead the rosary, prayed aloud in church before Mass 

twice a week, to begin approximately 20 minutes before our 4 pm Satur-

day afternoon Mass, and also about 20 minutes before our Wednesday 

noontime daily Mass. We will also try to leave the Cathedral open for pri-

vate, quiet prayer as much as possible during daylight hours (basically 

when our watchful maintenance staff is on duty!). 

One more thing on this subject: if you’ve not yet started your “extra” Lent-

en observances, it is not too late to begin. And give some thought to not 
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Sunday, February 21 

Masses – 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Wednesday, February 24 

KC Assembly Meeting – 6:15 pm 

Friday, February 26 

Stations of the Cross – 11:30 am 

Saturday, February 27 

Farmers’ Market – 8 am 

Vigil Mass – 4 pm 

 Our Parish’s communal ad-

ministration of the Sacrament of 

the Anointing of the Sick will be 

held next Sunday, February 28, 

following the 10:30 am Mass. Catholics over 

the age of 7 who are seriously ill or antici-

pating significant surgery, or those weak-

ened by old age, are eligible to receive this 

Sacrament.  

The Redemptorist order has graciously 

loaned us two relics of Blessed Francis Xavier 

Seelos, C.Ss.R. These are available for vener-

ation during the administration of the Sacra-

ment, and everyone attending receives a 

special blessing with it. We encourage your 

prayers seeking his intercession! 

 Every Friday – Stations of the Cross are 

prayed every Lenten Friday at 11:30 am 

 Weekday Confessions – Confessions are 

heard daily before noontime Mass, Mon-

day-Wednesday & Friday, beginning at 

11:15 am 

 Well, nothing has been “normal” for a 

long time and the pandemic numbers contin-

ue to affect our usual routines. As with last 

year, this year we will not be having  the 

normal ceremony for the annual Rite of 

Election services. Usually, all of those cate-

chumens and other candidates who are pre-

paring to join the Church through the RCIA 

process from throughout the Diocese of Ba-

ton Rouge would gather here at St. Joseph 

Cathedral and Bishop Duca would “elect” to 

admit them into membership. Instead of 

hosting this unique diocesan-wide event, 

pastors will instead hold smaller ceremonies 

in their own parishes for their catechumens 

and candidates. 

Regardless of how these ceremonies are 

held, one normal action is still open to us –

we can still pray for all those participants 

and their families as they travel on their jour-

ney to the Catholic faith! 

 The next installment of our 

virtual “Cathedral Chat” will be 

held via Zoom this Tuesday even-

ing, February 23 at 6:15 pm. 

These informal conversations, 

up to an hour in length, are being held on the 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month. We hope 

you will consider joining us – there’s no need to 

requirement to attend every time, just join us 

when and if you can! 

To be part of our Cathedral Chats contact the 

Parish Office at office@cathedralbr.org or 225-

387-5928 and let us know you’d like to partici-

pate. The link to join the meeting – if you haven’t 

saved it! –  will be emailed out on the day of the 

“Chat.” 

This Chat will be led by Mr. David Summers, our 

Director of Music and organist. Have questions 

about our music program? Just ask! 



 

Not only our own parishioners and friends 

but Catholics from throughout the Diocese of 

Baton Rouge are welcome to choose their Ca-

thedral for the celebration of the Sacraments. 

These important spiritual events are always 

scheduled through our Parish Office (you can 

simply call us at 225-387-5928 or email us at 

office@cathedralbr.org). 

A pre-baptismal preparation seminar is re-

quired of parents, as well as their scheduling 

the baptism with the Parish Office. 

Preparation for full adult Sacramental Initia-

tion (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) 

occurs as part of the Parish’s RCIA process 

throughout the year. 

Second graders, no matter where they attend 

elementary school, are prepared for these 

Sacraments within a special program here. 

In advance of the annual “Feast of the Holy 

Spirit” on Pentecost, special, brief preparation 

programs are held here each Spring, one for 

our parish’s teenagers who are in the elev-

enth grade, and another for other adults who 

wish to be confirmed. 

Various Church regulations require at least 

six months of preparation for any wedding. 

Our advice is to call well in advance of that 

time to reserve a wedding date and receive 

information: our facilities are often booked in 

advance 12 to 18 months ahead-of-time! 

One’s own parish priest or deacon is expected 

to supervise the mandatory Catholic prenup-

tial preparation and officiate at the wedding 

ceremony here. Our own wedding coordina-

tor will be in charge of the rehearsal and wed-

ding too. 

 If you’re looking for infor-

mation and ways to enhance 

your Lenten journey, why not 

check out the newly-renovated website of the 

Diocese of Baton Rouge? If you visit 

www.diobr.org/lent you will find helpful re-

sources that you can use to experience Lent 

more deeply. There are links to resources about 

the three main focus areas for Lent: prayer, 

fasting, and almsgiving. 

The section on prayer includes information on 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation, including prayer 

resources and a guide to making a good confes-

sion. The fasting page has information about 

who, what, where, when, and how to properly 

fast and abstain during Lent. And the section on 

almsgiving provides suggested destinations,  

where your contributions can best help those in 

need. 

Check it out! 

 This Lenten season there are a 

few ways to include your Cathedral 

parish in your activities. Remember 

we always pray the Stations of the 

Cross every Friday in Lent, at 11:30 

am, before the 12 noon Mass. And 

don’t forget that daily Confessions are heard on 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, begin-

ning a bit earlier – at 11:15 am – during Lent . 

An additional opportunity for Lenten prayer was 

mentioned in Fr. Paul’s article in last week’s issue 

of The Carpenter. Our own Knights of Columbus 

Council No. 13632 will be leading the rosary, 

prayed aloud in Church before Mass twice a 

week: before the 4 pm Saturday Mass and on 

Wednesday before the 12 noon Mass. Both will 

begin approximately 20 minutes before Mass 

starts, so plan to come a little early and join in! 

Shared prayer can offer a different experience 

for us, as we come together to offer our words 

up to God’s ears … don’t miss it! 



 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT                                                            Saturday/Sunday, February 27-28, 2021 

  4 pm 

Fr. Paul Counce 

8:30 am 

Fr. Paul Counce 

10:30 am 

Bishop Michael Duca 

Readers Courtney Debetaz (1) 

Mary Bennett (2) 

Erin Fulbright (1) 

Chris Gaudet (2) 

Tommy Darensbourg (1) 

Tom Acosta (2) 

Servers TBD Colette Clebert 

Cooper Clebert 

David Diez 

Dickie Howze 

Caitlyn Thompson 

Sacristans Fr. Paul Counce Erick Swenson Dickie Howze 

Coffee & Donuts  Clay & Lauren Cazes 

Our Parish Calendar, weekly issues of 

The Carpenter, and much more information are all 

available on our website: www.cathedralbr.org 
 

And the website of the Diocese of Baton Rouge 

has been greatly improved: www.diobr.org 
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ending all of your added spiritual exercises on Eas-

ter. The most serious followers of Christ Jesus 
try to do some kind of personal penance year-
round, for there’s no necessary timeframe for holi-

ness! 

Finally, I would like to alert you to an important ob-

servance next weekend: it will be our second “Safe 
Haven Sunday” in the Diocese of Baton Rouge. 

Every year on Lent’s second Sunday we highlight 
the horrible evil of online pornography, especially 

as it is overwhelming middle-school children and 
older teens, and the parents who wish to protect 

them. This annual awareness day offers access to 
practical resources to use within the home. We 

still have some of last year’s booklets which we 
continue to offer free to parishioners with minor 
children, and we have a new resource as well. This 

year’s booklet uses real-life stories and gives practi-
cal tips to emphasize how strong family connec-

tions protect children and teens – and adults – 
from the dangers of pornography use, which invari-

ably begins as a hidden problem. 

Please add your prayers for the success of our ef-

forts. To learn even more in advance, please visit 
http://cleanheart.online/diocese-baton-rouge-0 

  In the Lord who shepherds us, 

 Remember that parishioner 

Carol Asher is leading a small group 

sharing the Good News of Jesus as 

lived out by “12 Pivotal Players,” 

using Bishop Robert Barron’s DVD 

presentations about those who have shaped the 

Church and our Faith. These include St. John Henry 

Newman, St. Francis of Assisi and St. Catherine of 

Siena, to name just a few. If you’ve ever seen 

anything produced by Bishop Barron and his 

“Word on Fire Institute,” you know how excellent 

they are! 

No prior registration is needed. Just come share 

and be inspired: on Sundays from 9:15 to 10:15 

am in the Parish Hall’s Meeting Rooms. It started 

last week, but even if you couldn’t make it then, 

you’re still welcome to join in now! Each session 

stands on its own! 



 

       

 Heartfelt sympathies go 

out to the family and many friends 

of Evelyn McKinley Heck, who 

was buried from the Cathedral on 

Saturday, February 13. Evelyn was 

a beloved longtime parishioner who served 

in many ministries here, and was a 2006 re-

cipient of our St. Joseph’s Apprentice award. 

May the angels lead her soul into paradise, and 

welcome her to the holy city, the new and eter-

nal Jerusalem! 

Don’t forget to follow us on our social 

media sites – and let us know if you’d like to 

help provide content. 

& 

Generous God, 

You show us the way that leads to everlast-

ing life. 

Through holy baptism you have called us to 

proclaim the Good News. 

Guide and give wisdom to those discerning a 

priestly or religious vocation. 

Bless and strengthen those who have made 

a lifetime commitment of service in the 

Church. 

Enrich our Church with dedicated married 

and single people, as well as with 

priests, deacons, and consecrated reli-

gious. 

Filled with your Holy Spirit, we ask this bless-

ing that we, your holy people, may fol-

low Jesus, our Good Shepherd, now and 

always. 

Amen. 

 Lent: the springtime of 

the soul … is a time to make a 

new covenant with God, to 

develop new signs of our 

relationship with our creator. Go 

into your own desert and discover what God 

is asking of you.  

If you think God is calling you to a Church 

vocation, contact Father Josh Johnson, our 

diocesan Director of Vocations recruitment, 

at  225-336-8778 or jjohnson@diobr.org, or 

visit www.diobr.org/vocations 

And please consider adding the words below 

into your daily prayer life, that God might 

speak to more of us to answer His call.  The Diocese of Baton Rouge is search-

ing for a Catholic to serve as a lay chaplain 

at the Louisiana Correctional Institute for 

Women (LCIW). This position is part-time (20 

hrs. per week), and benefit ineligible, but is 

paid directly by the State of Louisiana.   

The Catholic lay chaplain will provide faith-

based support to the incarcerated female 

population by arranging Catholic liturgical 

services and programs, providing direct spi-

ritual counseling and facilitating the distribu-

tion of various Christian reading materials 

and Catholic sacramentals and provide ad-

ministrative support to LCIW’s faith-based 

operations. Further information on mini-

mum education, experience requirements 

and additional duties can be found at 

www.diobr.org/employment-opportunities 



NOW 
OPEN

440 Third Street • Downtown Baton Rouge
Mon -Sat 7AM - 7PM • Sunday 8AM - 7PM

Catering Services Available
225-343-0600

Thomas W. Acosta, Jr.
Attorney At Law

911 Seventh Street 
Port Allen, LA 70767

Phone: 
225-383-2302

Consider  
remembering 

your Cathedral
in your will.

For Further  
inFormation

please call the
parish oFFice at

225-387-5928

Retirement CommunityRetirement Community
& Assisted Living Center& Assisted Living Center

4604 4604 Perkins Rd.Perkins Rd.

922-9923922-9923
www.southsidegardens.comwww.southsidegardens.com

Ladies of the  
Cathedral

Invites Invites all Ladies to join  all Ladies to join  
in our parish and community in our parish and community 

service activitiesservice activities
MEETINGSMEETINGS:  9:35 AM on  :  9:35 AM on  

1ST SUNDAY 1ST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTHOF EACH MONTH

Martin Mapp
225-389-9612 br • 504-738-9831 no

Proudly providing services for
St. Joseph Cathedral,  

Baton Rouge & New Orleans

associated  
  waterproofing corp.

CONTRACTORS

RANDALL
RIVERE FARMS

Cane Sugar
Pure & Natural

Contact Debra Mayeux to place an ad today! 
dmayeux@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6524

 2-C-4-1  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0833

THIS SPACE IS

Serving Baton Rouge  
since 1925

2731 North Street

343-3022 
383-0451

www.marinoandson.com
LMP#3490

Praise 
Lord Jesus 

Christ



 2-C-4-1  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0833

Service  225-753-7171  •  Construction 225-944-6736  •  www.gallomechanical.com

PERFORMANCE THE RIGHT
WAY IS OUR ONLY AGENDA

Cosmetic Dentistry  
of Baton Rouge

General Dentistry
Dr. Mark A. Ventress, DDS

632 Shadows Ln • Baton Rouge, LA
225.926.8954

www.markventressdds.com

St. Joseph Cathedral
Council 13632

ROOF TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
631 Manhattan Blvd, Harvey, LA 70058 

504-366-9283 
www.rooftech-no.com

150 Third Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
(225) 408-3200

www.watermarkbr.com


