


 

Worship with Us 

 

 Saturday Anticipated Mass 4 pm 

 Sunday 

 8:30 am & 10:30 am  

 Weekdays 

 (M-T-W-F only)  12:05 pm 

 Holy Days as announced 

 

 Saturday 3 to 3:45 pm 

 Weekdays (M-T-W-F) 11:15-11:50 am 

 Always on request 
 

 

Contact Us 

 

 412 North Street 

 Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5496 

 Monday-Wednesday-Friday 

 8:30 am to 12 noon 

  

 

 225-387-5928 

 

Personnel and Staff 

Most Rev. Michael G. Duca, J.C.L., D.D.

bishop@diobr.org

 

 Very Rev. Paul D. Counce, J.C.L., M.C.L. 

 pastor@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Ms. Lorie A. Watson 

 office@cathedralbr.org 

Deacon Gary C. Mooney 

 deacon@cathedralbr.org 

Mrs. Debbie Orsot 

 receptionist@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. Christopher Redden 

 chris@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. David T. Summers 

 music@cathedralbr.org  

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 As our Lenten observance continues on its inexorable 
march towards Holy Week, I first of all urge you not to give up 
on whatever it was you gave up! The deeper we get into Lent, 
we ought to redouble our efforts at self-mortification and 
penance. Since one of the traditional names for the last couple 
of weeks of Lent is “Passiontide,” we can be passionate about 
imitating Christ’s passion as our Lent concludes. 

Now, what shall I write about in this week’s issue of The Carpenter? I know! I’ll 
take the time to mention a few things that I can never preach about! 

I’ve made five pilgrimages to the Holy Land, and have many wonderful memo-
ries of them. They also remind me about something special that happens on 
Good Friday, at the solemn Good Friday service at 3 pm, the hour Christ died. I 
hope you’re familiar with that liturgy, which is striking in its starkness. Its main 
parts are Bible readings (including St. John’s account of Jesus’ passion), the 
veneration of the holy cross (here at the Cathedral this features a relic of the 
True Cross!), and holy communion. But the service includes some less impor-
tant yet still remarkable moments: the prostration of the clergy on the floor 
before the stripped altar; the formal, intense prayers of intercession; the 
mournful, elegiac music; and the collection. 

Say what? The collection? Since when is a collection important? 

It’s true. Money collected on Good Friday doesn’t stay here in Baton Rouge. It’s 
sent to the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem and to the Franciscans who have 
custody of our Church’s shrines in Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, Jordan, and 
Egypt. There are not a lot of Christians in the Holy Land – and their numbers 
are shrinking every year. The Church there depends on our generosity to con-
tinue its educational and evangelistic mission in the midst of societies domi-
nated by Judaism and Islam. The Church depends on our generosity to pre-
serve the places so uniquely central to our faith. 

But as you can see, we can hardly preach on this on Good Friday! Whether it’s 
the bishop or me preaching the homily that day, the more important 
mystery of the Lord’s passion and death takes precedence in our focus 
and prayer! The great need of the Church in the Holy Land gets a passing men-
tion at most. So consider this an opportune reminder: please be generous to 
the Church of the Holy Land as we remember its darkest day! 

And that brings up yet another collection that can never really be preached 
about! And I’m a bit more worried about bringing it up, since I’ve got partially 
selfish motives! 

The special collection on Easter (both at the Great Vigil in the night and on 
Easter morning) helps fund our own diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund. 
Once a diocesan priest retires from all assigned ministry and falls back on 
whatever he volunteers to do, he’s dependent not upon parishioners directly, 
but upon Social Security, and the pension paid to him by the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge. While I think our Retirement Fund is in better shape than Social Security, 
that’s not saying a lot! As we priests grow greyer, especially in these pandemic 
and soon post-pandemic times, our Retirement Fund is being stretched to its 
limits. 

So you can expect the bishop and I to be preaching about Christ’s Resur-
rection on Easter – it is, after all, kind of an important truth of the Faith! But in 
the back of every diocesan priest’s mind will be some hope that you’ll again 
express your appreciation and support for us by special generosity in 
that special collection. And I know you will. We live this life and do this work 
for Jesus and for you, and neither has ever disappointed us in caring for us! 

In Christ Jesus, 



 

       

Sunday, March 7 

Pre-Marathon Mass – 6 am 

Masses – 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Parish School of Religion – 9 am 

Ladies of the Cathedral Meeting – 9:35 am 

Rite of Election (during 10:30 am Mass) 

First Penance Practice – 11:30 am 

Monday, March 8 

Baptism Preparation Seminar – 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, March 9 

Cemetery Fund Board Meeting – 5 pm 

Wednesday, March 10 

Choir Practice – 6:15 pm 

KC Council Meeting – 6:15 pm 

Friday, March 12 

Stations of the Cross – 11:30 am 

Saturday, March 13 

Farmers’ Market – 8 am 

Vigil Mass – 4 pm 

 If your public-school children 

are enrolled in our Parish School of 

Religion, remember this weekend’s 

meeting of all children and parents 

coordinated by Mrs. Olga Johnson. 

Again, it is being held this Sunday, 

March 7, at 9 am sharp, in the large Assembly 

Room of the Parish Hall. It’s best if you plan to 

attend the 10:30 am Mass afterwards. 

These group sessions are important occasions 

which supplement the religious education YOU 

provide your children at home! 

 Parents, are you expecting? 

The Church expects you to attend a 

pre-Baptismal parents’ seminar, 

and the next one is scheduled here is 

Monday, March 8, at 6:30 pm in the 

Parish Office. The godparents are 

invited also. 

Please register beforehand either by sending 

an email to office@cathedralbr.org or by making 

a quick phone call to 225-387-5928 – we need to 

know how many people will be attending! Please 

note that social distancing is usually not a 

problem, as the number of attendees is 

generally small, but masks are required. 

 This weekend, March 6-7, we 

will take up our usual monthly collec-

tion For the Maintenance and Repair 

of the Cathedral. The monies col-

lected are used to help us with things 

like keeping the heat on in the winter – which we 

did last week! We appreciate your help in keep-

ing things pretty and operating properly! 

 This Sunday, March 7, the re-

scheduled Louisiana Marathon takes 

place, beginning and ending here 

downtown. Allow a few extra minutes 

for your travel time to Mass, as there 

will be more traffic and fewer street 

parking spaces available than usual! 

As in years past, Father Michael Alello, himself  

a runner and pastor of St. Thomas More Parish, 

again will offer a special “Marathon Mass” at 6 

am on Sunday, March 7, here at the Cathedral, 

concluding with a special “Runner’s Blessing.” 

Everyone is welcome! And the bathrooms in 

our Parish Hall will also be available for that last 

minute “pit stop”! 

We pray for good weather, a successful run for 

all, free from injuries, and that they thank God 

for the blessings of health and freedom to enjoy 

the benefits that exercise affords us!  



 

The regular collection over the last weekend 

of February, the 27th-28th, along with 

donations mailed in and made during the 

preceding week, totaled $6,929.00 (61 Identi-

fied Givers offered $6,618.00, with the other 

$311.00 in the “loose” collection).  

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing gen-

erosity supporting the Church here and 

everywhere! 

Remember that, most conveniently, you can  

use your bank’s “Bill Pay” feature to give, or 

mail in your contributions, to our Parish 

Office, at 412 North Street, Baton Rouge, LA 

70802-5496. But don’t send cash through the 

mails! 

Special donations are also welcome, whether 

memorial gifts remembering departed loved 

ones, or gifts honoring living persons. You are 

especially invited to include the Cathedral 

in your will or living trust, helping to provide 

for our future! On a smaller scale, you can 

sponsor one or more floral arrangements 

for our weekend and special event Masses. 

And finally, there are lots of other ways that 

you can help us with the cost of things: altar 

linens, missals and lectionaries, vestments, 

hosts and wine, candles and oil, incense and 

charcoals, furniture, music materials, dry-

cleaning of vestments and choir robes, statu-

ary, and of course regular office supplies are 

expenses that we encounter throughout the 

year. Just contact the Parish Office (225-387-

0561 or office@cathedralbr.org) to give! 

 More volunteers are always 

needed and also always welcomed, 

even in times of pandemic! Certain 

liturgical ministries, especially altar 

server, are shorthanded. Our Sun-

day “coffee & doughnuts” crews 

also need additional help. And there are other 

opportunities as well. If you could or would like 

to help out in any way, send a quick email to 

office@cathedralbr.org or call 225-387-5928! 

Please take a moment to pray for: 

Hospitalized/Sick: Murray Alford, Janice 

Aucoin, Kodi Calais, Jim Chenevert, Pam Gau-

thier, Gail Horton, Eloise Landry, Wan Lee, 

Madeline Melancon, Rob & Ashley Morris, 

John Nowak, Mary Lee Redden, Sybil Rhodes, 

Gloria Simmons, Michael Smith and Tori Tas-

sin, and Fr. Kenneth Laird 

Nursing Care: Frs. Bob Marcel & Jack Nutter 

Other Concerns to Pray For: Pope Francis 

and his intentions; Bishop Michael Duca of 

Baton Rouge and the priests who assist in his 

shepherd’s mission; priestly & religious voca-

tions; the ill, especially those with the Covid19 

virus; health care workers; all financially 

harmed in this virus pandemic; military & dip-

lomatic personnel who keep the peace 

around the world; firefighters, police and oth-

ers who guard our safety at home; immi-

grants to our country; victims of crime and 

terrorism, and their families; sobriety in politi-

cal discourse; persecuted Christians, especi-

ally in the Middle East, China, and North Ko-

rea; and that human life be safeguarded from 

conception until natural death. 

These lists are updated and printed monthly; names 

stay on the list for two months unless we hear differ-

ently! Make corrections by contacting the Parish 

Office, either via email at office@cathedralbr.org or at 

225-387-5928. 

Don’t forget to follow us on our social media 

sites – and let us know if you’d like to help 

provide content. 

& 



 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT                                                                 Saturday/Sunday, March 13-14, 2021 

  4 pm 

Fr. Paul Counce 

8:30 am 

Fr. Paul Counce 

10:30 am 

Bishop Michael Duca 

Readers Todd Gaudin (1) 

Bridget Gaudin (2) 

Jessica Sharon (1) 

Sharon Lambert (2) 

Vic Howell (1) 

Bryan Vincent (2) 

Servers TBD David Diez 

Kate Lee 

Dickie Howze 

Sean Molony 

Sacristans Fr. Paul Counce Erick Swenson Dickie Howze 

Coffee & Donuts  John Sonnier 

 Every Friday – Stations of the Cross are 

prayed every Lenten Friday at 11:30 am 

 Weekday Confessions – Confessions are 

heard daily before noontime Mass, Monday-

Wednesday & Friday, beginning at 11:15 am 

 Join Bishop Michael Duca of the Diocese 

of Baton Rouge; David Aguillard, Catholic Chari-

ties Diocese of Baton Rouge Executive Director; 

and Jeb Richard, ILS Legal Director, for a special 

discussion of immigration into our State. It will 

be on Wednesday, March 10, from 9:30 am to 

10:30 AM, virtually to learn about: 

• The Church’s stance on immigration 

• What we have done and are currently do-

ing to help immigrants 

• What to do in the future to help immi-

gration reform 

For more information or to register, send an 

email to stewardship@diobr.org. 

 Catholic Sisters Week is cele-

brated nationally this year during the 

week of March 8-14, and offers an 

opportunity to remember in our spe-

cial prayer all those religious women 

who have devoted their lives to Christ and 

served the Church. In the Diocese of Baton 

Rouge we are blessed to have thirteen religious 

congregations serving our community. 

On Monday, March 8, 2021, Bishop Duca will 

dedicate the 8 am Mass from the St. Joseph 

Chapel at the Tracy Center to these women. The 

Mass will be streamed on CatholicLife TV in Baton 

Rouge. Please join us in prayer if you are able.   

The Leadership Conference of Women Religious 

(LCWR), an association of leaders of congrega-

tions of Catholic women religious in the United 

States, are dedicating Catholic Sisters Week to 

feeding the hungry in our communities. They are 

adopting the theme “Challenge to End Hunger”. 

Please consider making a donation in the name 

of the sisters to either St. Vincent de Paul Dining 

Room or the Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank. 



 

 While we won’t have our 

usual St. Joseph’s Day Meal and 

Altar again this year, due to the 

pandemic, please consider joining 

us on Friday, March 19 for our 

noon Mass as we celebrate the 

Feast of St. Joseph, our patron, spouse of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

At the conclusion of Pope Francis’ Letter Pa-

tris corde (With a Father’s Heart), in which he 

proclaimed this the “Year of St. Joseph,” the 

Pope added a prayer to St. Joseph and en-

couraged all Catholics to pray it together. 

Please consider adding this prayer to your 

daily devotions: 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted His only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil. 

Amen. 

 As was mentioned at 

last weekend’s Masses (and 

that issue of The Carpenter), it 

was Safe Haven Sunday in 

the Diocese of Baton Rouge. This annual 

awareness day is an opportunity to highlight 

the evil of online pornography and encour-

age parents to utilize available resources to 

protect our young people (and them-

selves) from these online dangers. 

Any parents (or grandparents with children 

in the home) who have not received one of 

the free booklets we’re offering can simply 

call the Parish Office at 225-387-5928 or 

drop by in order to get one. Remember our 

Office hours are M-W-F from 8:30 am to 12 

noon. 

Additional resources and information can be 

found online at www.cleanheart.online and 

clicking on “Diocese of Baton Rouge” under 

the Partnering Dioceses tab. 

 During the pandemic we have 

removed our Worship hymnals from 

the pews as a part of the effort to 

minimize contact between members 

of the congregation attending Mass. Howev-

er, if you miss reading along with the litur-

gy, please know that you can pull up the dai-

ly and Sunday readings on your smartphone 

and follow along that way, before or even 

during Mass! Just open your phone’s internet 

browser and go to www.usccb.org and click 

on the “Daily Readings’” tab at the top of 

the screen. Then just scroll down until you 

see the appropriate date and tap on it. It’s a 

small way to perhaps feel like things are a bit 

more “normal” again. 
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Proudly providing services for 
St. Joseph Cathedral 



NOW 
OPEN

440 Third Street • Downtown Baton Rouge
Mon -Sat 7AM - 7PM • Sunday 8AM - 7PM

Catering Services Available
225-343-0600

Thomas W. Acosta, Jr.
Attorney At Law

911 Seventh Street 
Port Allen, LA 70767

Phone: 
225-383-2302

Consider  
remembering 

your Cathedral
in your will.

For Further  
inFormation

please call the
parish oFFice at

225-387-5928

Retirement CommunityRetirement Community
& Assisted Living Center& Assisted Living Center

4604 4604 Perkins Rd.Perkins Rd.

922-9923922-9923
www.southsidegardens.comwww.southsidegardens.com

Ladies of the  
Cathedral

Invites Invites all Ladies to join  all Ladies to join  
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RANDALL
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Cane Sugar
Pure & Natural

Contact Debra Mayeux to place an ad today! 
dmayeux@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6524
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THIS SPACE IS

Serving Baton Rouge  
since 1925

2731 North Street

343-3022 
383-0451

www.marinoandson.com
LMP#3490

Praise 
Lord Jesus 

Christ
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Service  225-753-7171  •  Construction 225-944-6736  •  www.gallomechanical.com

PERFORMANCE THE RIGHT
WAY IS OUR ONLY AGENDA

Cosmetic Dentistry  
of Baton Rouge

General Dentistry
Dr. Mark A. Ventress, DDS

632 Shadows Ln • Baton Rouge, LA
225.926.8954

www.markventressdds.com

St. Joseph Cathedral
Council 13632

ROOF TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
631 Manhattan Blvd, Harvey, LA 70058 

504-366-9283 
www.rooftech-no.com

150 Third Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
(225) 408-3200

www.watermarkbr.com


