


 

Worship with Us 

 

 Saturday Anticipated Mass 4 pm 

 Sunday 

 8:30 am & 10:30 am  

 Weekdays 

 (M-T-W-F only)  12:05 pm 

 Holy Days as announced 

 

 Saturday 3 to 3:45 pm 

 Weekdays (M-T-W-F) 11:15-11:50 am 

 Always on request 
 

 

Contact Us 

 

 412 North Street 

 Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5496 

 Monday-Wednesday-Friday 

 8:30 am to 12 noon 

  

 

 225-387-5928 

 

Personnel and Staff 

Most Rev. Michael G. Duca, J.C.L., D.D.

bishop@diobr.org

 

 Very Rev. Paul D. Counce, J.C.L., M.C.L. 

 pastor@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Ms. Lorie A. Watson 

 office@cathedralbr.org 

Deacon Gary C. Mooney 

 deacon@cathedralbr.org 

Mrs. Debbie Orsot 

 receptionist@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. Christopher Redden 

 chris@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. David T. Summers 

 music@cathedralbr.org  

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 Congratulations go out to Mr. Steven Vaughan, our 

Parish’s sole catechumen this year. At Mass last Sunday 

Bishop Duca called him to receive the Easter Sacraments of 

Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist in a Rite of Election. 

These last few weeks of Lent will be a more intense time of 

preparation as he prepares to join the Church. 

You may have read – either on the diocesan website www.diobr.org or in 

secular media – that even though the governor generally has broadened 

Covid restrictions in Louisiana since new infections and deaths have les-

sened recently, Bishop Duca is taking a more cautious approach. I heartily 

concur. The bishop desires that our current protocols regarding pastoral life 

and worship remain the same. These include continued requirements to 

wear masks and maintain physical distancing (accomplished here by 

using every other pew and a six-foot “safe distance” between people of 

different households). We’ve been doing this since we “reopened” the 

Cathedral for worship after 2½ months of “lockdown” back in May 2020. 

I meant it when I said I concur in this “go slow” approach: it has been instru-

mental in ensuring that your Cathedral is a safe place for worship, al-

though for few other group activities. As the number of vaccinated people 

increase the serious effects of the virus should decrease. Once we can verify 

the reasonable elimination of danger, restrictions on Church gatherings will 

be lifted. But as the bishop pointed out in his letter of March 6, determining 

that specific moment will be difficult. 

The good thing about our restrictions on spacing and masking is that it is 

helping many people to come back to Church. They feel safe here. So 

we’re not going to change things for a few more weeks, while it’s determined 

what changes would be best. Some restrictions will likely continue for some 

time – for example only sprinkled holy water, no handshakes and hugs at 

the “sign of peace,” no shared chalices, as well as masking. But I’m hopeful 

we’ll soon be able to return our hymnals to the pews, take up actual physical 

collections, and have lay ministers of holy communion commonly assisting 

in its distribution. I’ll let you know as soon as I know! 

Bishop Duca also announced that he recently made the decision to allow 

pastors in our diocese to permit weddings, even with Mass, on Saturday 

evenings, as well as on Sundays and holy days of obligation. This 

changes a diocesan rule that goes back to the days of Bishop Tracy, and 

while everyone agrees that the Lord’s Day – once begun with the Saturday 

anticipated (“vigil”) Mass – still is the far more important general observance, 

occasional wedding celebrations won’t do too much damage to this doc-

trine! Here at the Cathedral, with the bishop’s permission, we actually have 

“experimented” with some Saturday evening weddings over the years, and 

while scheduling and hosting them are definitely more challenging, it’s 

not impossible, generally since weddings are requested so far in advance. I 

certainly will intend to permit other clergy to officiate at them here, and 

even to do such myself if my schedule permits. 

      In the merciful Lord,  



 

 Please consider joining us 

this coming Friday, March 19 for 

our noon Mass as we celebrate 

the Feast of St. Joseph, our pa-

tron, spouse of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. 

At the conclusion of Pope Francis’ Letter Pa-

tris corde (With a Father’s Heart), in which he 

proclaimed this the “Year of St. Joseph,” the 

Pope added a prayer to St. Joseph and en-

couraged all Catholics to pray it together. 

Please consider adding this prayer to your 

daily devotions: 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted His only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil. 

Amen. 

Sunday, March 14 

Daylight Savings Time Begins! 

Masses – 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Baptism – 11:35 am 

Tuesday, March 16 

First Reconciliation – 5:15 pm 

Wednesday, March 17 

Choir Practice – 6:15 pm 

Thursday, March 18 

Lyles/Williston Wedding Rehearsal – 5 pm 

St. Joseph’s Day – Friday, March 19 

Stations of the Cross – 11:30 am 

No St. Joseph Altar or Meal This Year 

Lyles/Williston Wedding – 6:30 pm 

Saturday, March 20 

Farmers’ Market – 8 am 

Vigil Mass – 4 pm 

 This weekend, March 13-

14, we take up the annual, 

national Catholic Relief Services 

Collection to respond to “Jesus 

in disguise.” It helps six Catholic 

agencies to provide relief and support to 

struggling communities, and to work for 

peace and reconciliation among our mar-

ginalized brothers and sisters here in our 

country and around the world. Please 

prayerfully resolve to support this appeal! 

Don’t forget that Daylight Sav-

ings Time begins this Sunday, 

March 14, at 2 am. Remember 

to set your clocks forward one 

hour so that you’ll be sure to arrive at the 

correct time for Mass!  

 We are optimistically look-

ing forward to a more “normal” 

Easter celebration this year. 

Please help defray the cost of 

our beautiful Easter flowers. The Cathe-

dral’s environment and décor on this most 

joyous of feasts adds so much to our prayer-

ful celebration of Christ’s resurrection! In 

your monthly packet, you can find an enve-

lope for this purpose. Thank you, as always, 

for making your Cathedral beautiful with 

more than just your presence and prayers! 



 

Not only our own parishioners and friends 

but Catholics from throughout the Diocese of 

Baton Rouge are welcome to choose their Ca-

thedral for the celebration of the Sacraments. 

These important spiritual events are always 

scheduled through our Parish Office (you can 

simply call us at 225-387-5928 or email us at 

office@cathedralbr.org). 

A pre-baptismal preparation seminar is re-

quired of parents, as well as their scheduling 

the baptism with the Parish Office. 

Preparation for full adult Sacramental Initia-

tion (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) 

occurs as part of the Parish’s RCIA process 

throughout the year. 

Second graders, no matter where they attend 

elementary school, are prepared for these 

Sacraments within a special program here. 

In advance of the annual “Feast of the Holy 

Spirit” on Pentecost, special, brief preparation 

programs are held here each Spring, one for 

our parish’s teenagers who are in the elev-

enth grade, and another for other adults who 

wish to be confirmed. 

Various Church regulations require at least 

six months of preparation for any wedding. 

Our advice is to call well in advance of that 

time to reserve a wedding date and receive 

information: our facilities are often booked in 

advance 12 to 18 months ahead-of-time! 

One’s own parish priest or deacon is expected 

to supervise the mandatory Catholic prenup-

tial preparation and officiate at the wedding 

ceremony here. Our own wedding coordina-

tor will be in charge of the rehearsal and wed-

ding too. 

The regular collection last weekend, March 6-

7, along with donations mailed in during the 

preceding week, totaled $16,981.00 (86 Iden-

tified Givers gave $16,564.00, with the other 

$417.00 offered by anonymous donors). Our 

monthly collection For the Maintenance and 

Repair of the Cathedral brought in $3,433.00 

from 42 Identified Givers. 

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing gene-

rosity supporting the Church here in Baton 

Rouge and everywhere! 

Remember that, most conveniently, you can  

use your bank’s “Bill Pay” feature to give, or 

mail in your contributions directly to our 

Parish Office, at 412 North Street, Baton 

Rouge, LA 70802-5496. But don’t send cash 

through the mails! 

Special donations are also welcome, whether 

memorial gifts remembering departed loved 

ones, or gifts honoring living persons. You are 

especially invited to include the Cathedral 

in your will or living trust, helping to provide 

for our future! On a smaller scale, you can 

sponsor one or more floral arrangements 

for our weekend and special event Masses. 

And finally, there are lots of other ways that 

you can help us with the cost of things: altar 

linens, missals and lectionaries, vestments, 

hosts and wine, candles and oil, incense and 

charcoals, furniture, music materials, dry-

cleaning of vestments and choir robes, statu-

ary, and of course regular office supplies are 

expenses that we encounter throughout the 

year. Just contact the Parish Office (225-387-

0561 or office@cathedralbr.org) to give! 

Don’t forget to follow us on our social media 

sites – and let us know if you’d like to help 

provide content. 

& 



 

 Heartfelt sympathies go out to the family and many friends of longtime parishioner 

Barbara B. Williams, who died on Saturday, February 27. Graveside services were celebrated by Fr. 

Paul Yi on Monday, March 8.  May the angels lead her soul into paradise, and welcome her to the holy 

city, the new and eternal Jerusalem! 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT                                                                     Saturday/Sunday, March 20-21, 2021 

  4 pm 

Fr. Paul Counce 

8:30 am 

Fr. Paul Counce 

10:30 am 

Bishop Michael Duca 

Readers Goldie Domingue (1) 

Joseph Maggio (2) 

Buddy Morris (1) 

Carolyn Morris (2) 

Jerry Mayer (1) 

Margaret Hart (2) 

Servers TBA David Diez Dickie Howze 

Sean Molony 

Caitlyn Thompson 

Sacristans Fr. Paul Counce Erick Swenson Dickie Howze 

Coffee & Donuts  Keith & Robin Sehon 

 In 1956 the will of Miss Agnes Maguire of Baton Rouge established the perpetual, chari-

table “Agnes T. Maguire Trust.” The proceeds from the Trust annually provide scholarships “to 

deserving and needy women to enable them to obtain an education with a view toward estab-

lishing a working career.” 

The pastors of St. Joseph Cathedral and St. Agnes Parishes in Baton Rouge serve as co-trustees, and together 

choose the scholarship recipients. The JP Morgan Chase Bank of Dallas serves as the administrator of the 

Trust, the principal of which now has a capital valuation of over $2.14M. The number of scholarships 

available and amounts awarded vary yearly based on the interest generated by the funds held in trust. 

Application forms are available from our Parish Office, and are to be submitted directly to JP Morgan Chase 

Bank in Dallas. The due date for making application covering 2021-2022 academic year will be April 11, 2021. 

Applicants must be female US citizens; in keeping with Miss Maguire’s wishes, preference is given to 

residents of the Baton Rouge area. Applicants must have and maintain a minimum secondary and post-

secondary education GPA of 3.0. Recipients must attend an accredited institution of higher learning, whether 

undergraduate or graduate, as a full-time student. Established financial need is considered in the scholarship 

recipient selection; race, color, religion, national origin, and age are not considered in the granting of schol-

arships. Scholarships are granted for a one-year period of time, but recipients from prior years may reapply. 

The scholarship payments are issued directly to the college or university. Please note that if any required 

information on or documentation to be attached to the application-forms is missing, the application must be 

denied. 

Please let deserving women know about this opportunity, due to the generosity of a past St. Joseph 

parishioner. More information is available from the Parish Office: simply call us at 225-387-5928 or email us 

at office@cathedralbr.org. 



 

 Deep appreciation is extended 

to Hal & Carolyn Lancon for their 

continued sponsorship of our altar 

décor for two weekends of each 

month In Memory of the Lancon & 

Prokop Families. 

Additionally, we thank Tom and Mary Acosta for 

their sponsorship of the flowers for this weekend 

of March 13-14 (Laetare Sunday) – the only time 

we’re allowed altar flowers during the somber 

season of Lent! 

If you would like to donate the floral arrange-

ments for the altar – perhaps in honor of a spe-

cial someone or intention, or in memory of a de-

ceased family member or friend – simply contact 

the Parish Office by calling 225-387-5928 or by 

sending an email to office@cathedralbr.org. 

It’s wonderful when you can help make the 

Cathedral even lovelier for our common prayer 

and fellowship! Each week during “ordinary time” 

and other seasons we need at least one sizable 

flower arrangement to place in front of the altar 

of sacrifice (although having one in front of the 

ambo also really looks nice!).  

 Deep appreciation is extended 

to Sharon Lambert, who sponsored 

the week of February 28 through 

March 6 and is sponsoring the week 

of March 28 through April 3 In Memory of  Norris 

Lambert.   

Appreciation is also extended to Buddy & Car-

olyn Morris for sponsoring the week of March 

14-20 In Memory of the Morris & Kleinpeter Fami-

lies. 

And thanks also go out to Dr. Joe Lamendola for 

sponsoring the week of Mrch 21-27 In Memory of 

the deceased Jesuit priests who served at Manresa 

House of Retreats.  

The Sanctuary Lamp burns before the Blessed 

Sacrament reposed in the Cathedral’s tabernac-

le. Have you ever considered “sponsoring” it? You 

can do so “In Honor Of” or “In Memory Of” a loved 

one, or for a specific general intention, and it’s 

pretty easy! Just telephone the Parish Office at 

225-387-5928, or simply send an email to us at 

office@cathedralbr.org 

Randall Rivere Farms 
Cane Sugar ▪ Pure & Natural  

225-545-3543 

 Every Friday – Stations of the Cross are 

prayed every Lenten Friday at 11:30 am 

 Weekday Confessions – Confessions are 

heard daily before noontime Mass, Monday-

Wednesday & Friday, beginning at 11:15 am 

 Are you a parishioner of 

the Cathedral Parish, and either a 

junior in high school or older, who 

wishes to receive the Sacrament 

of Confirmation? If so, we’re be-

ginning preparation sessions for 

this very soon. 

Confirmation is always celebrated here at the 

Cathedral at our 10:30 am Mass on Pentecost 

Sunday. This year, this will be May 23! 

While we will not be able to accommodate 

candidates from elsewhere in the diocese this 

year, we do offer this for our parishioners. 

More information and registration for this op-

portunity is available from the Parish Office. As 

soon as possible contact office@cathedralbr.org 

or 225-387-5928. 



NOW 
OPEN

440 Third Street • Downtown Baton Rouge
Mon -Sat 7AM - 7PM • Sunday 8AM - 7PM

Catering Services Available
225-343-0600

Thomas W. Acosta, Jr.
Attorney At Law

911 Seventh Street 
Port Allen, LA 70767

Phone: 
225-383-2302

Consider  
remembering 

your Cathedral
in your will.

For Further  
inFormation

please call the
parish oFFice at

225-387-5928

Retirement CommunityRetirement Community
& Assisted Living Center& Assisted Living Center

4604 4604 Perkins Rd.Perkins Rd.

922-9923922-9923
www.southsidegardens.comwww.southsidegardens.com

Ladies of the  
Cathedral

Invites Invites all Ladies to join  all Ladies to join  
in our parish and community in our parish and community 

service activitiesservice activities
MEETINGSMEETINGS:  9:35 AM on  :  9:35 AM on  

1ST SUNDAY 1ST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTHOF EACH MONTH

Martin Mapp
225-389-9612 br • 504-738-9831 no

Proudly providing services for
St. Joseph Cathedral,  

Baton Rouge & New Orleans

associated  
  waterproofing corp.

CONTRACTORS

RANDALL
RIVERE FARMS

Cane Sugar
Pure & Natural

Contact Debra Mayeux to place an ad today! 
dmayeux@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6524

 2-C-4-1  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0833

THIS SPACE IS

Serving Baton Rouge  
since 1925

2731 North Street

343-3022 
383-0451

www.marinoandson.com
LMP#3490

Praise 
Lord Jesus 

Christ



 2-C-4-1  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0833

Service  225-753-7171  •  Construction 225-944-6736  •  www.gallomechanical.com

PERFORMANCE THE RIGHT
WAY IS OUR ONLY AGENDA

Cosmetic Dentistry  
of Baton Rouge

General Dentistry
Dr. Mark A. Ventress, DDS

632 Shadows Ln • Baton Rouge, LA
225.926.8954

www.markventressdds.com

St. Joseph Cathedral
Council 13632

ROOF TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
631 Manhattan Blvd, Harvey, LA 70058 

504-366-9283 
www.rooftech-no.com

150 Third Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
(225) 408-3200

www.watermarkbr.com


