
Amen, amen, I say to you,  

unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies,  

it remains just a grain of wheat;  

but if it dies, it produces much fruit.  

Jn 12:24 



 

Worship with Us 

 

 Saturday Anticipated Mass 4 pm 

 Sunday 

 8:30 am & 10:30 am  

 Weekdays 

 (M-T-W-F only)  12:05 pm 

 Holy Days as announced 

 

 Saturday 3 to 3:45 pm 

 Weekdays (M-T-W-F) 11:15-11:50 am 

 Always on request 
 

 

Contact Us 

 

 412 North Street 

 Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5496 

 Monday-Wednesday-Friday 

 8:30 am to 12 noon 

  

 

 225-387-5928 

 

Personnel and Staff 

Most Rev. Michael G. Duca, J.C.L., D.D.

bishop@diobr.org

 

 Very Rev. Paul D. Counce, J.C.L., M.C.L. 

 pastor@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Ms. Lorie A. Watson 

 office@cathedralbr.org 

Deacon Gary C. Mooney 

 deacon@cathedralbr.org 

Mrs. Debbie Orsot 

 receptionist@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. Christopher Redden 

 chris@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. David T. Summers 

 music@cathedralbr.org  

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 The end of Lent is fast approaching. We will soon 

be in Holy Week, so I thought I would share with you 

some of what we can expect in the celebrations of this 

sacred time. (You will remember that last year during Holy 

Week all of the Church’s public worship was shut down 

due to the coronavirus pandemic, so we were reduced to 

small televised services only.)  

Over the weekend of March 27-28, we will celebrate Palm Sunday. All of 

the Palm Sunday services, at our usual times, will be inside the 

Cathedral, so we won’t have to worry about the weather or of unsafe 

crowding into the church at the end of an outdoor procession. The 

biggest problem we are facing, I think, is a shortage of sago palms. The 

winter storm of several weeks back managed to kill many of them here 

on Cathedral Square and elsewhere around town. If you have one or 

more sago palm trees that survived unscathed, please consider dona-

ting palm branches to us. Just bring them to the Parish Office on Friday, 

March 26! If we don’t get enough to give everyone a full palm branch, 

we’ll cut them into smaller pieces so as to have some for everyone. 

In order to allow all of the clergy of the diocese and some represen-

tatives from every parish to attend, the annual Chrism Mass – and 

reception – that is normally celebrated at the Cathedral during Holy 

Week will be hosted elsewhere this year only: St. George’s new church 

building and their hall are twice the size of ours! But our staff will be 

involved in setting up for that special Mass anyway: we are the ones ex-

perienced in bottling, labeling, arranging, packing and distributing both 

the large urns of olive oil as well as the smaller bottles used for distri-

bution to every priest and parish! We like to joke that the bishop can’t 

bless the oils without us! 

The Sacred Triduum (a Latin word meaning “Three Days”) follows Lent. 

It’s the shortest liturgical season of all, lasting only from the beginning 

of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, through Good 

Friday’s Commemoration of the Passion and Death of the Lord to 

the great Vigil of Easter on Holy Saturday night. Yet the solemnity of 

those important feasts outweighs all other celebrations of the year. 

The Covid-19 pandemic will require us to omit the traditional “washing of 

feet” on April 1, but the rest of the special Holy Thursday Mass of the 

Lord’s Supper at 6 pm that evening will take place as usual. It was at the 

Last Supper on the night before He died that Jesus Instituted the 

sacrament of the Most Holy Eucharist, and in so doing also estab-

lished the sacramental priesthood of the New Covenant by empower-

ing His apostles to continue to enact this sacrificial meal in His memory 

until the end of time. At the conclusion of our Mass, the consecrated 

eucharist remaining will be brought in solemn procession to our Blessed 

Sacrament Chapel. Everyone is invited to remain in church in silent 

prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, reposed in the Tabernacle un- 

Continued on page 3 



 

 Our Parish community’s best 

wishes go out to little Dean Edmond 

Bergeron, the infant son of Roy and 

Leah Bergeron, who was baptized here at 

the Cathedral on Saturday evening, 

March 13, by Father Paul Counce. 

We pray that he continues “to grow in wisdom, age 

and grace” before God and the Church. Please hold 

him – and his parents  and extended family – in 

prayer! 

Sunday, March 21 

Masses – 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Baptism – 11:45 am 

Tuesday, March 23 

“Cathedral Chat” via Zoom – 6:15 pm 

Wednesday, March 24 

Choir Practice – 6:15 pm 

KC Assembly Meeting – 6:15 pm 

Friday, March 26 

Stations of the Cross – 11:30 am 

Saturday, March 27 

Farmers’ Market – 8 am 

Palm Sunday Vigil Mass – 4 pm 

Continued from page 2 

til 9 pm: Jesus’ Passion really began after His Last 

Supper with His own intense, agonizing prayer in 

the Garden of Gethsemane. He still invites us, like 

He did His first disciples, to “watch and pray” with 

Him in these hours. 

On April 2, Good Friday, our Solemn Comme-

moration of the Lord’s Passion takes place as 

usual at 3 pm, the hour Christ died. This somber 

liturgy features the account of Jesus’ sufferings and 

saving death on the cross taken from St. John’s 

Gospel and solemn public prayers for God’s bless-

ings upon all humanity, followed here by public 

veneration of our relic of the True Cross and holy 

communion from the sacrament consecrated the 

evening before. Another popular devotion on Good 

Friday is the Way of the Cross, prayed in the Cath-

edral that day at 12 noon. Remember that Good 

Friday, too, is a serious day of both abstinence 

from meat AND a day of fasting (minimal food, in-

cluding only one full meal). 

Holy Saturday recalls Christ’s body at rest in His 

tomb until the great overnight Holy Vigil of Easter. 

Since it must be held entirely after dark, the Holy 

Vigil begins at 8 pm on Holy Saturday, April 3. It 

encompasses the singing of the Easter Proclama-

tion (the famous “Exultet”), followed by a Bible vigil, 

and the celebration of the sacraments of baptism, 

confirmation, and eucharist. Mr. Steven Vaughan will 

be brought into the Church by receiving all three of 

these sacraments; being already baptized, Ms. Car-

rington Cain will formally profess faith as a Catholic 

before being confirmed and admitted to the eucha-

rist. Yes, it’s a long service, but easily the most im-

portant moment of worship of the entire year, 

as the Church both recalls and makes real again 

the victory of Christ over sin and death! 

Masses will also be celebrated at 8:30 and 10:30 

am on Easter Sunday, April 4. Do make plans now 

to share in these important, sacred days of prayer 

and remembrance. Perhaps now that we know so 

poignantly the horror of severe illness and death in 

these pandemic times, I suspect, our observances 

in holy worship of Jesus’ own facing death and His 

triumph over it will be powerful indeed! 

  In the Lord of Life Eternal, 

 We are optimistically 

looking forward to a more 

“normal” Easter celebration 

this year. Please help defray 

the cost of our beautiful Eas-

ter flowers. The Cathedral’s 

environment and décor on 

this most joyous of feasts adds so much to our 

prayerful celebration of Christ’s resurrection! In 

your monthly packet, you can find an envelope for 

this purpose. Alternatively, just mail in your special 

donation, identified as such. 

Thank you, as always, for making your Cathedral 

beautiful with more than just your presence and 

prayers! 



 

Not only our own parishioners and friends 

but Catholics from throughout the Diocese of 

Baton Rouge are welcome to choose their Ca-

thedral for the celebration of the Sacraments. 

These important spiritual events are always 

scheduled through our Parish Office (you can 

simply call us at 225-387-5928 or email us at 

office@cathedralbr.org). 

A pre-baptismal preparation seminar is re-

quired of parents, as well as their scheduling 

the baptism with the Parish Office. 

Preparation for full adult Sacramental Initia-

tion (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) 

occurs as part of the Parish’s RCIA process 

throughout the year. 

Second graders, no matter where they attend 

elementary school, are prepared for these 

Sacraments within a special program here. 

In advance of the annual “Feast of the Holy 

Spirit” on Pentecost, special, brief preparation 

programs are held here each Spring, one for 

our parish’s teenagers who are in the elev-

enth grade, and another for other adults who 

wish to be confirmed. 

Various Church regulations require at least 

six months of preparation for any wedding. 

Our advice is to call well in advance of that 

time to reserve a wedding date and receive 

information: our facilities are often booked in 

advance 12 to 18 months ahead-of-time! 

One’s own parish priest or deacon is expected 

to supervise the mandatory Catholic prenup-

tial preparation and officiate at the wedding 

ceremony here. Our own wedding coordina-

tor will be in charge of the rehearsal and wed-

ding too. 

The regular collection over last weekend, 

March 13-14, along with donations mailed in 

during the preceding week, totaled $8,871.50 

(63 Identified Givers gave $8,610.50, with the 

other $261.00 offered by anonymous 

donors). The annual national collection for 

Catholic Relief Services brought in $1,058.00 

from 16 Identified Givers. 

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing gene-

rosity supporting the Church here in Baton 

Rouge and everywhere! 

Remember that, most conveniently, you can  

use your bank’s “Bill Pay” feature to give, or 

mail in your contributions directly to our 

Parish Office, at 412 North Street, Baton 

Rouge, LA 70802-5496. But don’t send cash 

through the mails! 

Special donations are also welcome, whether 

memorial gifts remembering departed loved 

ones, or gifts honoring living persons. You are 

especially invited to include the Cathedral 

in your will or living trust, helping to provide 

for our future! On a smaller scale, you can 

sponsor one or more floral arrangements 

for our weekend and special event Masses. 

And finally, there are lots of other ways that 

you can help us with the cost of things: altar 

linens, missals and lectionaries, vestments, 

hosts and wine, candles and oil, incense and 

charcoals, furniture, music materials, dry-

cleaning of vestments and choir robes, statu-

ary, and of course regular office supplies are 

expenses that we encounter throughout the 

year. Just contact the Parish Office (225-387-

0561 or office@cathedralbr.org) to give! 

Don’t forget to follow us on our social media 

sites – and let us know if you’d like to help 

provide content. 

& 



 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION                                      Saturday/Sunday, March 27-28, 2021 

  4 pm 

Fr. Paul Counce 

8:30 am 

Fr. Paul Counce 

10:30 am 

Bishop Michael Duca 

Readers Courtney Debetaz (1) 

Bryce Benzine (2) 

Michele Nardini (1) 

Bobbie Carey (2) 

Carla Lewis (1) 

Michèle Deshotels (2) 

Servers David Diez Colette Clebert 

Cooper Clebert 

Dickie Howze 

Caitlyn Thompson 

Sean Molony 

Sacristans Fr. Paul Counce Erick Swenson Dickie Howze 

Coffee & Donuts  Michael & Celeste Moss 

 

Tuesday, March 30: Chrism Mass held (this year) in St. George Church 

Holy Thursday, April 1: Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 6 pm, followed by pri-

vate prayer and adoration before the Blessed Sacra-

ment reposed in the tabernacle until 9 pm 

Good Friday, April 2: Way of the Cross at 12 noon; Solemn Commemora-

tion of the Lord’s Passion and Holy Communion 

at 3 pm 

Holy Saturday, April 3: Great Vigil of Easter and celebration of the Sacra-

ments of Initiation at 8 pm 

Easter Sunday, April 4: Easter Mass at 8:30 am & 10:30 am 

“And He departed from our sight that we might return to our heart, and there find Him.  For 

He departed, and behold, He is here.” 

 

- St. Augustine of Hippo 



 

ROOF TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 

504-366-9283 

www.rooftech-no.com 

They replaced our Parish Office and Rectory roofs, 

they can do the same for you! 

 Stations of the Cross will be prayed this 

Lenten Friday at 11:30 am, and at 12 

noon on Good Friday 

 Confessions are heard at 11:15 am be-

fore noontime daily Mass and at 3 pm on 

Saturdays, through Wednesday of Holy 

Week 

Lord, forgive those things we have done 

which have caused you sadness, 

and those things we should have done 

that would have brought you joy. 

In both we have failed ourselves, 

our neighbors, and you. 

Bring us back to that place 

where our journey began, 

when we said that we would follow 

the way that you first trod. 

Lead us to the Cross 

and meet us there. 

Amen. 

 Are you a parishioner of 

the Cathedral Parish, and either a 

junior in high school or older, who 

wishes to receive the Sacra-

ment of Confirmation? If so, pre-

paration sessions for this begin very soon. 

Confirmation is always celebrated here at 

the Cathedral at our 10:30 am Mass on 

Pentecost Sunday. This year, this will be May 

23! 

While we will not be able to accommodate 

candidates from elsewhere in the diocese 

this year, we do offer this for our parish-

ioners. 

More information and registration for this 

opportunity is available from our Pastoral 

Associate, Mr. Chris Redden, in our Parish 

Office. Contact him at chris@cathedralbr.org 

as soon as possible! 

 Condolences and heartfelt 

sympathies go out to parishioner 

Janet Rhorer and the family and 

many friends of her son  Davis S. 

Rhorer, who died on Tuesday, 

March 9. Davis’ role as Executive Director of 

the Downtown Development District for Baton 

Rouge meant that all of us who work, live 

and play downtown found ourselves in his 

network of friends and contacts. His passion 

for improving our community was contagi-

ous and he epitomized the notion that one 

person can truly make a difference. For rea-

sons like this he received our Cathedral Com-

munity Award in 2016. 

Please pray for his family as they grieve this 

terrible loss, that God may hold them close 

and bring them comfort. May the angels lead 

his soul into paradise, and welcome him to the 

holy city, the new and eternal Jerusalem! 



NOW 
OPEN

440 Third Street • Downtown Baton Rouge
Mon -Sat 7AM - 7PM • Sunday 8AM - 7PM

Catering Services Available
225-343-0600

Thomas W. Acosta, Jr.
Attorney At Law

911 Seventh Street 
Port Allen, LA 70767

Phone: 
225-383-2302

Consider  
remembering 

your Cathedral
in your will.

For Further  
inFormation

please call the
parish oFFice at

225-387-5928

Retirement CommunityRetirement Community
& Assisted Living Center& Assisted Living Center

4604 4604 Perkins Rd.Perkins Rd.

922-9923922-9923
www.southsidegardens.comwww.southsidegardens.com

Ladies of the  
Cathedral

Invites Invites all Ladies to join  all Ladies to join  
in our parish and community in our parish and community 

service activitiesservice activities
MEETINGSMEETINGS:  9:35 AM on  :  9:35 AM on  

1ST SUNDAY 1ST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTHOF EACH MONTH

Martin Mapp
225-389-9612 br • 504-738-9831 no

Proudly providing services for
St. Joseph Cathedral,  

Baton Rouge & New Orleans

associated  
  waterproofing corp.

CONTRACTORS

RANDALL
RIVERE FARMS

Cane Sugar
Pure & Natural

Contact Debra Mayeux to place an ad today! 
dmayeux@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6524

 2-C-4-1  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0833

THIS SPACE IS

Serving Baton Rouge  
since 1925

2731 North Street

343-3022 
383-0451

www.marinoandson.com
LMP#3490

Praise 
Lord Jesus 

Christ



 2-C-4-1  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0833

Service  225-753-7171  •  Construction 225-944-6736  •  www.gallomechanical.com

PERFORMANCE THE RIGHT
WAY IS OUR ONLY AGENDA

Cosmetic Dentistry  
of Baton Rouge

General Dentistry
Dr. Mark A. Ventress, DDS

632 Shadows Ln • Baton Rouge, LA
225.926.8954

www.markventressdds.com

St. Joseph Cathedral
Council 13632

ROOF TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
631 Manhattan Blvd, Harvey, LA 70058 

504-366-9283 
www.rooftech-no.com

150 Third Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
(225) 408-3200

www.watermarkbr.com


