


 

Worship with Us 

 

 Saturday Anticipated Mass 4 pm 

 Sunday 

 8:30 am & 10:30 am  

 Weekdays 

 (M-T-W-F only)  12:05 pm 

 Holy Days as announced 

 

 Saturday 3 to 3:45 pm 

 Weekdays (M-T-W-F) 11:30-11:50 am 

 Always on request 
 

 

Contact Us 

 

 412 North Street 

 Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5496 

 Monday-Wednesday-Friday 

 8:30 am to 12 noon 

  

 

 225-387-5928 

 

Personnel and Staff 

Most Rev. Michael G. Duca, J.C.L., D.D.

bishop@diobr.org

 

 Very Rev. Paul D. Counce, J.C.L., M.C.L. 

 pastor@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Ms. Lorie A. Watson 

 office@cathedralbr.org 

Deacon Gary C. Mooney 

 deacon@cathedralbr.org 

(Vacant) 

 receptionist@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. Christopher Redden 

 chris@cathedralbr.org 

 

 Mr. David T. Summers 

 music@cathedralbr.org  

My dear Parishioners and Friends, 

  It’s always nice to begin my column in The Carpenter 
with some good news: it looks like the water leak in the 
steeple of the Cathedral that I mentioned last week is not as 
bad as I first feared. After only a first inspection, our archi-
tects have assured us that there seems to be no structural 
damage to the building. Also, it appears that there’s little 

danger of water beginning to pour into the great organ above the loft. What 
a relief! 

This doesn’t mean the problem – almost certainly with the metal “flashing” 
surrounding and embedded in the tile roof – is insignificant. There are some 
electrical conduits and a breaker box directly under the leak, for example, 
and everybody knows that water and electricity don’t play nicely together! 
There may be more rotten wood up there than we can see so far. And it will 
certainly get worse if nothing is done. So the leak will have to be fixed 
soon. But I was able to give Father Cary a more positive report as he pre-
pares to take over as pastor on July 1. 

I’m sure that news was a comfort for him! Please support him with your 
prayers – and every other way you can think of! – in the weeks and months 
ahead. As many of you know, for the past three-and-a-half years Father 
Cary has been the primary caregiver for Father Jerry Young, my pre-
decessor as pastor here at St. Joseph Parish. And so Father Young will be 
“moving back” to St. Joseph’s with Father Cary. 

Here’s where I should probably offer a word of concern and advice. Father 
Young’s physical health is pretty good for a man his age, but the ongoing 
challenge for him and everyone around him nowadays is his greatly dimin-
ished memory. Kindly take this into account when you see him, for he is not 
likely to remember everyone or interact as robustly as he used to. He’s as 
wonderfully kind and gentle as ever, but far more limited in what he can do. 
Thanks already for understanding, and for your continued friendship with 
him. 

(I understand Father Cary also will be bringing his cat with him. From my 

two brief encounters with it when visiting St. Francisville over the past few 

years, the cat is not gregarious, so you really won’t have to make a new 

feline friend!) 

In the meantime, here in the Parish Office we’re trying to put together lists 
for Father Cary: what he will need to know when he arrives, who he needs 
to call when something breaks, what choices are awaiting him and what 
things don’t seem to be optional, why we do things this way and not another 
way, etc., etc. He’s had a dozen years of experience now as pastor in St. 
Francisville and Jackson – a community three or four times bigger than ours 
– so I’m confident he’ll be able to handle the blessings and the challenges 
of our Parish family and the downtown workers, visitors, and transients 
whom we also serve. After all, as I’ve said in this space for a few weeks now, 
he’s going to have YOU to help him out! 

    Always in Christ,  



 

 Parents, are you expecting? 

Have you made arrangements for 

your baby’s baptism yet? The 

Church expects you to attend a 

pre-Baptismal parents’ seminar, 

and the next one scheduled here is set for 

Monday, June 14, at 6:30 pm in the Parish 

Office. The godparents are welcome also, so 

please be sure to extend an invitation to 

them as well. 

Please register beforehand either by send-

ing an email to office@cathedralbr.org or by 

making a quick phone call to 225-387-5928 – 

we need to know how many people will be 

attending! Please note that social distancing 

is usually not a problem, as the number of 

attendees is generally small. 

Sunday, June 6 

Masses – 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Ladies of the Cathedral  Baby Shower after 

all Masses in the Parish Hall 

Tuesday, June 8 

Cemetery Fund Board Meeting – 5 pm 

Wednesday, June 9 

KC Council Meeting – 6:15 pm 

Friday, June 11 

Happy Birthday, Father Paul! 

Saturday, June 12 

Farmers’ Market – 8 am 

 This weekend, June 5-6,  we 

take up our usual monthly collec-

tion For the Maintenance and 

Repair of the Cathedral. We so 

appreciate the monies donated which help 

us to keep our wonderful historic Church 

and Parish facilities in good working order. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

  

& 

 Our very own “Ladies of 

the Cathedral” will host their 

annual Baby Shower after all 

Masses this weekend, June 5-6, in 

the Parish Hall. Donations of 

baby necessities, such as diapers, wipes, 

bottles, new or “gently used” clothing and 

blankets, and other supplies, will be 

collected. 

Cash donations are also welcome and very 
much appreciated. 

This ministry assists both needy expecting 
mothers and their newborn babies, 
distributing these gifts to residents housed 
at the Sanctuary for Life, a local home for 
unwed mothers operated by Catholic 
Charities of the Diocese of Baton Rouge. 

 Our Parish Food Pantry will 

not be held on the 1st & 3rd 

Tuesdays of the months of June or 

July. We hope to resume this out-

reach in August. 



 

Not only our own parishioners and friends 

but Catholics from throughout the Diocese of 

Baton Rouge are welcome to choose their Ca-

thedral for the celebration of the Sacraments. 

These important spiritual events are always 

scheduled through our Parish Office (you can 

simply call us at 225-387-5928 or email us at 

office@cathedralbr.org). 

A pre-baptismal preparation seminar is re-

quired of parents, as well as their scheduling 

the baptism with the Parish Office. 

Preparation for full adult Sacramental Initia-

tion (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) 

occurs as part of the Parish’s RCIA process 

throughout the year. 

Second graders, no matter where they attend 

elementary school, are prepared for these 

Sacraments within a special program here. 

In advance of the annual “Feast of the Holy 

Spirit” on Pentecost, special, brief preparation 

programs are held here each Spring, one for 

our parish’s teenagers who are in the elev-

enth grade, and another for other adults who 

wish to be confirmed. 

Various Church regulations require at least 

six months of preparation for any wedding. 

Our advice is to call well in advance of that 

time to reserve a wedding date and receive 

information: our facilities are often booked in 

advance 12 to 18 months ahead-of-time! 

One’s own parish priest or deacon is expected 

to supervise the mandatory Catholic prenup-

tial preparation and officiate at the wedding 

ceremony here. Our own wedding coordina-

tor will be in charge of the rehearsal and wed-

ding too. 

 Many thanks to Elizabeth 

Bentley-Smith for sponsoring the 

week of May 30 to June 5 In Memory 

of the Casey Dunagan. 

Thanks also to Buddy and Carolyn Morris for 

sponsoring the week of June 13-19 In Memory of 

the Morris & Kleinpeter Families. 

And finally, we extend our appreciation to Mary 

Rettig for sponsoring the week of June 27 to July 

3 In Memory of Stephen Molony & Family. 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns before the Blessed 

Sacrament reposed in the Cathedral’s tabernac-

le. Have you ever considered “sponsoring” it? You 

can do so “In Honor Of” or “In Memory Of” a loved 

one, or for a specific general intention, and it’s 

pretty easy! Just telephone the Parish Office at 

225-387-5928, or you can simply send an email 

to office@cathedralbr.org. 

 Our deep appreciation is 

extended to Hal & Carolyn Lancon 

for their continued sponsorship of 

our altar décor for two weekends 

of each month In Memory of the 

Lancon & Prokop Families. 

Additionally, we thank an anonymous donor 

for sponsoring the weekend of June 12-13 In 

Memory of Peter A. Theriot, Sr.. 

If you would like to donate the floral ar-

rangements for the altar – perhaps in honor 

of a special someone or intention, or in 

memory of a deceased family member or 

friend – simply contact the Parish Office by 

calling 225-387-5928 or by sending an email 

to office@cathedralbr.org. 



 

Our Parish Calendar, weekly issues of 

The Carpenter, and much more information 

are all available on our website: 

www.cathedralbr.org 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                             Saturday/Sunday, June 12-13, 2021 

  4 pm 

Fr. Paul Counce 

8:30 am 

Fr. Paul Counce 

10:30 am 

Bishop Michael Duca 

Ministers of Holy 
Communion 

Tino Dalmau Brad Madden Deacon Gary Mooney 

Robert René 

Readers Courtney Debetaz (1) 

Bryce Benzine (2) 

Stephanie Dauzat (1) 

Sharon Lambert (2) 

Tom Acosta (1) 

Billy Rimes (2) 

Servers TBD Kate Lee 

Kurt Mihalik 

Dickie Howze 

Sean Molony 

Caitlyn Thompson 

Sacristans Fr. Paul Counce Erick Swenson Dickie Howze 

Coffee & Donuts  Bobbie & Alan Carey 

 God the Father, Creator. God 

the Son, Redeemer. God the Holy 

Spirit, Sanctifier. When we "go out to 

make disciples of all nations" we 

have a lot to tell! God is present 

everywhere. 

Would you be willing to proclaim the truth of 

God's love and presence in your life as a priest or 

religious? If so, contact our diocesan Director of 

Vocations recruitment, Father Josh Johnson, by 

telephoning him at 225-336-8778, emailing  

jjohnson@diobr.org, or visiting www.diobr.org/

vocations on the internet. 

Generous God, 

You show us the way that leads to everlasting 

life. 

Through holy baptism you have called us to pro-

claim the Good News. 

Guide and give wisdom to those discerning a 

priestly or religious vocation. 

Bless and strengthen those who have made a 

lifetime commitment of service in the 

Church. 

Enrich our Church with dedicated married and 

single people, as well as with priests, dea-

cons, and consecrated religious. 

Filled with your Holy Spirit, we ask this blessing 

that we, your holy people, may follow Jesus, 

our Good Shepherd, now and always. 

Amen. 

 

David Summers, Agent 

 
225-278-6468 cell 

225-334-8354 office 

dsummers@ft.newyorklife.com 



 

Congratulations to those who were confirmed by Bishop Michael Duca at Mass on Pentecost last Sun-

day, May 23! Front row, left to right, with their sponsors behind them: Carrington Cain, Jayson 

Moffett, Jayla Patrick, and Drake Tooraen. (Photo credit: John Tooraen) 

 Mark your calendars, and 

prepare to celebrate Dad with 

baked goodies! Our Ladies of the 

Cathedral will be offering yummy 

treats for sale after all of our 

Masses in two weeks on the weekend of 

June 19-20 during their annual Fathers’ Day 

Bake Sale.  

Help support the charities sponsored by the 

Ladies which benefit our parish and the 

wider local community throughout the year, 

while enjoying homemade cakes, cookies, 

brownies, breads, and more. 

As always, your support for them is greatly 

appreciated!  

 Our wonderful Cathedral 

Choir (which we unfortunately 

didn’t get to enjoy as much over 

the past year, thanks to Covid!) 

takes its summer vacation after 

Pentecost. While we will miss their music un-

til the fall – except for Father Paul’s Farewell 

Mass on June 27! – this gives us an opportu-

nity to do more congregational singing – 

now that we are better able to do so – and 

also to focus on the Mass in a more intimate 

and introspective way. 

Enjoy this opportunity for deeper reflection, 

and hear and respond to the Word of God 

more with your heart and soul than your 

ears! 



NOW 
OPEN

440 Third Street • Downtown Baton Rouge
Mon -Sat 7AM - 7PM • Sunday 8AM - 7PM

Catering Services Available
225-343-0600

Thomas W. Acosta, Jr.
Attorney At Law

911 Seventh Street 
Port Allen, LA 70767

Phone: 
225-383-2302

Consider  
remembering 

your Cathedral
in your will.

For Further  
inFormation

please call the
parish oFFice at

225-387-5928

Retirement CommunityRetirement Community
& Assisted Living Center& Assisted Living Center

4604 4604 Perkins Rd.Perkins Rd.

922-9923922-9923
www.southsidegardens.comwww.southsidegardens.com

Ladies of the  
Cathedral

Invites Invites all Ladies to join  all Ladies to join  
in our parish and community in our parish and community 

service activitiesservice activities
MEETINGSMEETINGS:  9:35 AM on  :  9:35 AM on  

1ST SUNDAY 1ST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTHOF EACH MONTH

Martin Mapp
225-389-9612 br • 504-738-9831 no

Proudly providing services for
St. Joseph Cathedral,  

Baton Rouge & New Orleans

associated  
  waterproofing corp.

CONTRACTORS

RANDALL
RIVERE FARMS

Cane Sugar
Pure & Natural

 2-C-4-1  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0833

Serving Baton Rouge  
since 1925

2731 North Street

343-3022 
383-0451

www.marinoandson.com
LMP#3490

Praise 
Lord Jesus 

Christ

Contact Debra Mayeux to 
place an ad today! 

dmayeux@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6524
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Service  225-753-7171  •  Construction 225-944-6736  •  www.gallomechanical.com

PERFORMANCE THE RIGHT
WAY IS OUR ONLY AGENDA

Cosmetic Dentistry  
of Baton Rouge

General Dentistry
Dr. Mark A. Ventress, DDS

632 Shadows Ln • Baton Rouge, LA
225.926.8954

www.markventressdds.com

St. Joseph Cathedral
Council 13632

ROOF TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
631 Manhattan Blvd, Harvey, LA 70058 

504-366-9283 
www.rooftech-no.com

150 Third Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
(225) 408-3200

www.watermarkbr.com

David Summers, Agent
New York Life Insurance Company
8280 YMCA Plaza Dr, Bldg 1, Baton Rouge, LA 70810
Mobile: 225-278-6468
Office: 225-334-8354
dsummers@ft.newyorklife.com
The Company You Keep®


