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Blessed first Sunday in
Advent to each of you!
Advent and Lent are the
two penitential seasons of
the church year. However,
Advent is a season in anticipation of the birth of Christ
in time. Our four Sundays
of Advent are not just Sundays in preparation for the
birth of a child destined to
become the Savior of the
nations, but the birth of a
child every day in the hearts of every Christian and the future return of
the second coming
in 
time where everything
will be taken back by our
G
o
d
.
This first Sunday in the
season of Advent is a
time for us to joyfully
await the coming of
Christ for the first time,
at birth; for the second
time, into our everyday
lives; and looking forward to the last time
when he will come to
take all of creation back
to his Father.

December 2—7

PRAYING ADVENT WITH POPE FRANCIS: Part I: A Joy Ever New, A Joy Which is Shared
Advent can be a great time to reflect upon the first part of the message of Pope Francis' exhortation, The
Joy of the Gospel. Though the exhortation is long, it is easy to pick up any part of it and find fruit for prayer.
This resource offers several quotations from the beginning of the document, to help us begin to taste the
blessings of this message for our Advent prayer.
The heart of the what Pope Francis says is contained in the opening sentence of the exhortation:
The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus.
The Holy Father continues:
Those who accept his offer of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness. With Christ joy is constantly born anew. In this Exhortation I wish to encourage the
Christian faithful to embark upon a new chapter of evangelization marked by this joy, while
pointing out new paths for the Church’s journey in years to come.
Pope Francis is sharing with us the Good News itself and encouraging us to be filled with the joy which can
come from believing the Gospel. It is this joy, which will change the way we live and the way we are
perceived by others, which will animate our sharing of the Gospel with others. Pope Francis begins by warning us about how our culture impacts us and robs us of our joy and our compassion:
The great danger in today’s world, pervaded as it is by consumerism, is the desolation and anguish born of a complacent yet covetous heart, the feverish pursuit of frivolous pleasures, and a
blunted conscience. Whenever our interior life becomes caught up in its own interests and concerns, there is no longer room for others, no place for the poor. God’s voice is no longer heard,
the quiet joy of his love is no longer felt, and the desire to do good fades. This is a very real
danger for believers too. Many fall prey to it, and end up resentful, angry and listless. That is no
way to live a dignified and fulfilled life; it is not God’s will for us, nor is it the life in the Spirit
which has its source in the heart of the risen Christ.
Then, Pope Francis offers the remedy for this danger - our personal relatioship with Jesus:
I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter with
Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this
unfailingly each day. No one should think that this invitation is not meant for him or her, since
"no one is excluded from the joy brought by the Lord".
[Paul VI, Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete in Domino (9 May 1975)
The Holy Father suggests this prayer:
Now is the time to say to Jesus: “Lord, I have let myself be deceived; in a thousand ways I have
shunned your love, yet here I am once more, to renew my covenant with you. I need you. Save
me once again, Lord, take me once more into your redeeming embrace”.
Pope Francis makes it clear that we can trust that our Lord wants to embrace us:
God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy.
The Pope acknowleges that joy is not always easy, but it is the source of our healing and life:
I realize of course that joy is not expressed the same way at all times in life, especially at moments of great difficulty. Joy adapts and changes, but it always endures, even as a flicker of
light born of our personal certainty that, when everything is said and done, we are infinitely
loved. I understand the grief of people who have to endure great suffering, yet slowly but surely we all have to let the joy of faith slowly revive as a quiet yet firm trust, even amid the greatest
distress: “My soul is bereft of peace; I have forgotten what happiness is… But this I call to mind,
and therefore I have hope: the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come
to an end; they are new every morning. Great is your faithfulness… It is good that one should
wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord” (Lam 3:17, 21-23, 26).
He says that faith filled joy is not an intellectual conclusion, but the result of a personal encounter with God's
love:
Thanks solely to this encounter – or renewed encounter – with God’s love, which blossoms into
an enriching friendship, we are liberated from our narrowness and self-absorption. We become
fully human when we become more than human, when we let God bring us beyond ourselves in
order to attain the fullest truth of our being. Here we find the source and inspiration of all our
efforts at evangelization. For if we have received the love which restores meaning to our lives,
how can we fail to share that love with others?
So, with this first part of the exhortation, we have much for our reflection at this point of Advent. We can
renew our desire for this personal encounter with our God, who is loving and merciful. The joy of that experience of love can begin to soften and warm our hearts again, and it can open the way to loving others
differently.
We can let his light, his mercy, his peace into our hearts, into any area of darkness. And, we can experience
how we are being invited to shine this light into other areas of our life - especially among those closest to us.
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Dr. Allen Hunt
While leading an evangelical mega church pastor (serving more than 15,000
people each week), Allen began a remarkable journey culminating in his conversion to Catholicism. He now partners with Matthew Kelly and serves as the Senior Advisor at Dynamic Catholic. Allen is the author of five books, including his
best-selling, Confessions of a Mega Church Pastor: How I Discovered the Hidden Treasures of the Catholic Church; Everybody Needs to Forgive Somebody,
Life’s Greatest Lesson: What I’ve Learned from the Happiest People I Know,
and his most recent release, The 21 Undeniable Secrets of Marriage: Taking
Your Relationship to the Next Level.
In addition to authoring, Allen is also a powerful speaker. He brings a fresh
voice and appreciation to the Church. His messages inspire “everyday” Catholics to more fully recognize the relevance of Catholicism, the role it’s meant to
play in their lives, and how to share this with others.
On January 6, 2008, Allen entered the Catholic Church. This transition represented the culmination of a 15year journey, which was effected by the prayers of a
group of Dominican sisters who have been praying for
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Allen since 1992. Much of his journey has been chron
icled in his powerful book, Confessions of a MegaChurch Pastor. In 2007, Allen stepped aside as Senior
Jer 33:14-16/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14
Pastor at Mount Pisgah, one of the largest Methodist Sunday:
[1b]/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/
congregations in the world. While at Mount Pisgah,
Allen helped to develop a Christian school; a
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36
pregnancy resource center; and a counseling center,
Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7,
all making Mount Pisgah known for its compassionate Monday:
8-9/Mt 8:5-11
leadership in serving the poor and the forgotten.
Tuesday:
Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
Prior to full-time ministry, Allen worked in manage[cf. 7]/Lk 10:21-24
ment consulting with Kurt Salmon Associates, an
international leader in the textile, apparel, and retail Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
industries. Allen was educated at Mercer (B.B.A.) and
[6cd]/Mt 15:29-37
Emory (M.Div.) Universities, before earning a Ph.D. in
Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25New Testament and Ancient Christian Origins from Thursday:
27a [26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27
Yale University. Allen and his wife, Anita, live in
Georgia, and have two married daughters and four Friday:
Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/
grandsons.
Mt 9:27-31
SAVE-THE-DATE
Saturday:
Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4
Dr. Allen Hunt, Speaker
[1]/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38
Christ the King Parish

January 17, 2019
7:00 p.m.

"What a Beggar Taught Me About Being Catholic"

Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6

Collections
November 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
On Line Giving We Share . . . . .

$ 4,504.38
$ 747.14

November 18, Second Collection
Campaign for Human Development $

........

$ 5,251.52

November 18
.........
On Line Giving We Share . . . . .

$ 7,223.71
$ 925.79

November 25 . . . . . . . . . . . .
On Line Giving We Share . . .

Total

Total

.....

$ 8,149.50

Total

260.00

$ 5,779.07
$ 1,434.77
$ 7,213.84





SUNDAY
10:00 a..m.
12:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
MONDAY
6:00 p.m.

Vincent Coyle
Parishioners of Christ the King
Edwin & Glenn Aromy, Holy Souls,
Aromy Family Living & Deceased
Patriarco Family
Sally Graugnard Intentions
Martha Turner

WEDNESDAY
11:45 a.m.
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Hayes
THURSDAY
11:45 a.m.
FRIDAY
6:00 p.m.

Sharon Rochford
Bro. Elijah: Anthony Delello and
Intentions of the Franciscan Friars
of the Holy Spirit;
Mary Margaret Fitzpatrick

The Feast of the
Immaculate Conception


Friday Vigil Mass at 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Mass at 12:00 Noon



URGENT CARE

123 Lee Drive at Highland Rd • www.lakeafterhours.com

Remembering Loved Ones

Contact Kim Broyard to place an ad today!
kbroyard@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6322

SAFETY/RISK • FACILITY SERVICES • PIPING • INSTRUMENTATION
ENVIRONMENTAL • CIVIL • STRUCTURAL • ELECTRICAL • ARCHITECTURAL
MECHANICAL • STAFFING • PROCESS • SURVEY • FIELD SERVICES
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT • PROCUREMENT • LASER SCAN

225-810-3100

www.sigmaec.com

And away goes trouble, down the drain...

(225) 925-8710

www.rotorooterbr.com

www.lavillecabinet.com

mikeandersons.com

Commercial Refrigeration
Air Conditioning and Heating Systems
Wine Cellars • Ice Cream Machines • Ice Machines
Commercial Water Filtration Systems
Sales and Installation with 24 Hr Emergency Service

225-751-6912 • www.eaglerefrigeration.com

HVAC | Service
Maintenance • Design Build
Indoor Air Quality
Temperature Controls

225-927-3463 • DRAKIN.COM

OPEN TILL
3AM ON THE
WEEKENDS!
10:30AM-10:30PM

225-925-5236

4343 NICHOLSON DRIVE WWW.BUDSBROILER.COM 225-766-2837

BURGER HISTORY.
MADE FRESH DAILY.

3613 Perkins Rd • 225-330-4710 • burgersmith.com

Title Resource

(225) 744-4844

Yvette Bergeron Smith Office@TitleResourceLa.com

Attorney

2-B-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Real Estate Closings
14-0846

