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"In the fifteenth year of the reign of
Tiberius Caesar...and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee...and Lysanias was tetrach of..." Did you need to pinch yourself awake during the first few lines of
this Sunday's Gospel? John the Baptist
received quite a prelude today as Luke
described the religious and political
leadership of the time period. Scripture is divinely inspired, and we believe that everything that made it into
the Bible is there for a reason. These
lines remind us of an important truth.
The Christmas story isn't a fairy tale or
nursery rhyme. It's not a parable we
say to give meaning to the holiday. At
Christmas, God's presence is made
tangible in a precise moment in time.
The birth of Christ is a historical event. As precursor to Jesus' preaching,
the ministry of John the Baptist is also a historical event.
"Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths." John's call to
repentance and the forgiveness of sins happened in a particular time
and place. But that does not mean it is limited to first century Palestine!
God continues to move in our daily lives. What we hear in today's Gospel - and what we anticipate at Christmas - occurs in our daily lives. God
works in concrete ways in time and space. He did that 2,000 years ago,
and
He
continues
to
do
so
today!
This Sunday, examine your own Christmas preparations. Is there anything you need to repent of before the Christmas
season? Are there low points in your life, valleys
to "be filled" by the love of God? Are their mountainous obstacles in your spiritual life? How can
they be "made low"? Are you making decisions
that have moved you away from God? This Advent season is the time for them to "be made
straight and ? made smooth." Prepare the way in
your heart for Christ today!

PRAYING ADVENT WITH POPE FRANCIS: Part II: The Delightful and Comforting
Joy of Evangelizing
In the second part of his exhortation on "The Joy of the Gospel," Pope Francis focuses on the profound joy it is to share the Gospel. All of us are called to experience the joy of knowing God's love for us and then to share that joy with others. It
is not a burden, but an extremely rewarding mission.
Pope Francis says it so simply:
If we wish to lead a dignified and fulfilling life, we have to reach out to others
and seek their good. [9]
When we give ourselves to this service, we find that it is deeply rewarding:
When the Church summons Christians to take up the task of evangelization, she is simply pointing to the source of authentic personal fulfilment. [10]
He says we shouldn't look like we've "just come back from a funeral." Pope Francis refers to
what Pope Paul VI said in his exhortation on evangelization, in 1978, about the spirit of our
sharing the good news:
Let us recover and deepen our enthusiasm, that “delightful and comforting joy of evangelizing,
even when it is in tears that we must sow… And may the world of our time, which is searching,
sometimes with anguish, sometimes with hope, be enabled to receive the good news not from
evangelizers who are dejected, discouraged, impatient or anxious, but from ministers of the Gospel whose lives glow with fervour, who have first received the joy of Christ”. [10]
Paul VI, Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi (8 December 1975)\
The Holy Father writes about an "eternal newness" to the Gospel, which keeps it fresh and
continually renews us:
With this newness he is always able to renew our lives and our communities, and even if the
Christian message has known periods of darkness and ecclesial weakness, it will never grow old.
Jesus can also break through the dull categories with which we would enclose him and he constantly amazes us by his divine creativity. Whenever we make the effort to return to the source
and to recover the original freshness of the Gospel, new avenues arise, new paths of creativity
open up, with different forms of expression, more eloquent signs and words with new meaning
for today’s world. Every form of authentic evangelization is always “new”. [11]
In the midst of the hard work involved in sharing the Gospel, Pope Francis reminds us that it is
God who does the work, takes the initiative and provides the grace for what we do.
This conviction enables us to maintain a spirit of joy in the midst of a task so demanding and
challenging that it engages our entire life. God asks everything of us, yet at the same time he
offers everything to us. [12]
The Holy Father tells us that source of our continuing ability to share the good news is our our
memory of God's saving deeds. This remembering nourishes us and gives us life.
The joy of evangelizing always arises from grateful remembrance: it is a grace which we constantly need to implore. ... The believer is essentially “one who remembers”. [13]
This second, introductory, part of the exhortation encourages us to enter into the fulfilling experience of remembering the story of God's love for us. Isaiah's promises are fulfilled and all
people have reason for hope. In Jesus, we have the forgiveness of our sins and the presence of
our God with us, preparing the way for eternal happiness. These days, we let this joy grow in
us. We let it shine light into our darkness and struggle. We let it come out in the freedom with
which we live each day with greater peace. And, we let ourselves become sharers of this good
news by how we love and reach out to others.
May our Lord keep opening our hearts to hear the depth of this exhortation, for our renewal,
and for the transformation of our world.
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Donate a new toy for Christ the King’s
Advent Giving Tree Project!
Stop by the Giving Tree in the gathering area to
pick up a tag and purchase that toy for the
Live2Serve Christmas toy drive.
Toys should be unwrapped
and dropped off by Sunday,
December 16th. During weekdays toys can be brought to
the front desk in the CTK office. On Sundays toys can be
dropped off under the Giving
Tree.


CHURCH DECORATING
On Christmas Eve, December 24
9:00 a.m. Families are welcomed!

Collections
December 2 . . . . . . . . .
On line We Share
...
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WHO IS DR. ALLEN HUNT?
A little over 25 years ago, Allen Hunt
left his job in a management consulting firm on Wall Street to answer
God’s call to ministry and become a
pastor. He received a Master of Divinity from Emory University and a
PhD in New Testament and Ancient
Studies from Yale University. Allen faithfully pastored Methodist churches for twenty years. He became the senior pastor of a mega-church, one of the
largest Methodist congregations in the USA.
But there was a longing inside that eventually he could no longer ignore. His search for truth
and a deeper relationship with Christ Jesus brought
him to another life-changing decision: he would step
down from his senior pastor position and convert to
Catholicism.
Dr. Allen Hunt’s story is a compelling one.
He is a best-selling author and speaker and now
partners with Matthew Kelly at the Dynamic Catholic
Institute. He and his wife, Anita, share 30 years of
marriage, two beautiful grown married daughters
and three perfect grandsons.
SAVE-THE-DATE: January 17, 2019
Dr. Allen Hunt, Speaker at 7:00 p.m.
"What a Beggar Taught Me About Being Catholic"

$ 3,971.12
$ 405.20

READINGS FOR THE WEEK


Total

$ 4,376.32

2nd collection – Building Fund $ 1,003..05



‘Lettuce’

Lettuce who?
Lettuce see your 
Mad Cleaning Skillz!!

Tuesday, December 11th
Christmas Church Cleanup 
Morning 8:30²10:30 a.m.
And
Afternoon 1:30 p.m.’til
Bring your family& friends!



Please call the office and let us
know you are coming!


Sunday:

Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6
Monday:
Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12,
13-14 [Is 35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday:
Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac,
11-12, 13 [Is 40:10ab]/Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a,
10ab/Jdt 13:18bcde, 19 [15:9d]/
Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Thursday:
Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 1213ab [8]/Mt 11:11-15
Friday:
Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6
[Jn 8:12]/Mt 11:16-19
Saturday:
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b,
15-16, 18-19 [4]/Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Next Sunday:

Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/
Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18





SUNDAY
10:00 a.m.
12:00 Noon
6:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

MONDAY
11:45 a.m.

Michael Ritchie
Miguel Adonis Campos
Parishioners of Christ the King
LeeRoy Vialpando Intentions
Edwin & Glenn Aromy, Holy Souls,
Aromy Family Living & Deceased

Mr. and Mrs. Pierre Vidrine

WEDNESDAY
11:45 a.m.
Cindy Quintana Intentions
THURSDAY
11:45 a.m.

Mike Ritchie

URGENT CARE

123 Lee Drive at Highland Rd • www.lakeafterhours.com

Remembering Loved Ones

Contact Kim Broyard to place an ad today!
kbroyard@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6322

SAFETY/RISK • FACILITY SERVICES • PIPING • INSTRUMENTATION
ENVIRONMENTAL • CIVIL • STRUCTURAL • ELECTRICAL • ARCHITECTURAL
MECHANICAL • STAFFING • PROCESS • SURVEY • FIELD SERVICES
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT • PROCUREMENT • LASER SCAN

225-810-3100

www.sigmaec.com

And away goes trouble, down the drain...

(225) 925-8710

www.rotorooterbr.com

www.lavillecabinet.com

mikeandersons.com

Commercial Refrigeration
Air Conditioning and Heating Systems
Wine Cellars • Ice Cream Machines • Ice Machines
Commercial Water Filtration Systems
Sales and Installation with 24 Hr Emergency Service

225-751-6912 • www.eaglerefrigeration.com

HVAC | Service
Maintenance • Design Build
Indoor Air Quality
Temperature Controls

225-927-3463 • DRAKIN.COM

OPEN TILL
3AM ON THE
WEEKENDS!
10:30AM-10:30PM

225-925-5236

4343 NICHOLSON DRIVE WWW.BUDSBROILER.COM 225-766-2837

BURGER HISTORY.
MADE FRESH DAILY.

3613 Perkins Rd • 225-330-4710 • burgersmith.com

Title Resource

(225) 744-4844

Yvette Bergeron Smith Office@TitleResourceLa.com

Attorney

2-B-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Real Estate Closings
14-0846

