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While leading an evangelical mega church pastor (serving
more than 15,000 people each week), Allen began a remarkable journey culminating in his conversion to Catholicism. He now partners with Matthew Kelly and serves as the
Senior Advisor at Dynamic Catholic. Allen is the author of
five books, including his best-selling, Confessions of a Mega
Church Pastor: How I Discovered the Hidden Treasures of
the Catholic Church; Everybody Needs to Forgive Somebody, Life’s Greatest Lesson: What I’ve Learned from the
Happiest People I Know, and his most recent release, The
21 Undeniable Secrets of Marriage: Taking Your Relationship to the Next Level.
In addition to authoring, Allen is also a powerful speaker. He
brings a fresh voice and appreciation to the Church. His messages inspire
“everyday” Catholics to more fully recognize the relevance of Catholicism, the
role it’s meant to play in their lives, and how to share this with others.
On January 6, 2008, Allen entered the Catholic Church. This transition represented the culmination of a 15-year journey, which was effected by the prayers
of a group of Dominican sisters who have been praying for Allen since 1992.
Much of his journey has been chronicled in his powerful book, Confessions of a
Mega-Church Pastor. In 2007, Allen stepped aside as Senior Pastor at Mount
Pisgah, one of the largest Methodist congregations in the world. While at
Mount Pisgah, Allen helped to develop a Christian school; a pregnancy resource
center; and a counseling center, all making Mount Pisgah known for its compassionate leadership in serving the poor and the forgotten.



SUNDAY MASSES
10 a.m.
12:00 Noon (Spanish)
6 & 8 p.m.
Please pray for Priests
Who are attending
Annual Priests Formation Days
This week.
CONFESSIONS
Saturday:
2:30 p.m.
Office Closed on
Monday, January 21 in Observance
of Martin Luther King Day
Confessions: 4:30 p.m.
Mass: 6:00 p.m.

Prior to full-time ministry, Allen worked in management consulting with Kurt
Salmon Associates, an international leader in the textile, apparel, and retail industries. Allen was educated at Mercer (B.B.A.) and Emory (M.Div.) Universities,
before earning a Ph.D. in New Testament and Ancient Christian Origins from
Yale University. Allen and his wife, Anita, live in Georgia, and have two married
daughters and four grandsons.




No Masses
nor
Confessions
Monday—Thursday

January 14-17th
during

Annual Priests
Formation
Days

The Baptism of the Lord
Think of what it's like to wait a long time. Can you imagine what it would be like to
wait for centuries? No one person lives that long, of course. But for the Israelites,
they had heard the stories from generation to generation. They had been conquered time and time again, and now "the people were filled with expectation, and
all were asking in their hearts whether John might be the Christ." They had been
waiting for a Messiah, one who did miraculous deeds and said profound things; someone aglow with the
glory of God. We all know what it's like to hope and be disappointed. But what if your hopes were fulfilled?
That day at the Jordan River, an audience had gathered. Among the crowd for baptism was an unknown
man. Perhaps he was dirty from weeks in the desert. His hands had the calloused palms of a tradesman, a
carpenter. He and John the Baptist may have embraced with the familiarity of the cousins they were. This
man wades into the Jordan for a good, solid dunking. As he rises from the water, the One who breathed life
into Adam gasps for air like any other man.
But then "heaven was opened." The clouds in the sky part miles above. "And the Holy Spirit descended
upon him in bodily form like a dove." An apparition with substance sails through the sky. It exudes gentleness and power all at once. "And a voice came from heaven, 'You are my beloved Son; with you I am well
pleased.'" Can you imagine the sight? For the crowd, there is no doubting what they have seen, who they
have seen. Can you imagine this encounter with our God who keeps His promises? What are you waiting
for?




SUNDAY
10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

MASS INTENTIONS

Louise Hill
Miguel Adonis Campos
Deborah Gomez Intentions
Parishioners of Christ the King

First Week of Ordinary Time
Sunday is the Baptism of the Lord. We hear the Lord say in the first reading
from Isaiah, “Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am
pleased, upon whom I have put my spirit.” Those words are echoed in the reading
from Luke's Gospel, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
This feast marks the end of the Christmas season and on Monday we begin Ordinary Time on the Church
calendar. The term Ordinary doesn't mean that the life of the Church is ordinary but that it is ordinal or
“counted.” We mark our liturgical year by counting 34 weeks of Ordinary Time, interrupted only by the
Lent/Easter seasons. When the liturgical year ends in November with the 34th Week in Ordinary Time, it is
followed by the First Week in Advent.
Thursday is the Memorial of Saint Anthony, Abbot.
During this first week in Ordinary Time, we begin a four week cycle of weekday readings from theLetter to
the Hebrews. This is the longest letter to any community in the New Testament.
For the next four weeks, until the beginning of Lent, the weekday gospels are from Mark's Gospel. This
week Mark offers us a look at the beginning of Jesus' public ministry. Monday he calls his first disciples: Simon and Andrew, John and James. He drives out evil spirits, heals the sick and forgives sins to the skepticism of the scribes. The week ends as Jesus extends an invitation to the despised tax collector, Levi/
Matthew “Follow me.”
On the Second Sunday of Ordinary Time, a beautiful reading from Isaiah promises vindication which will
“shine forth like the dawn.” In the First Letter to the Corinthians, we are reassured that each of us has different gifts of the Spirit. “There are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.” The Wedding Feast of Cana is the centerpiece of John's Gospel. His mother told the servants to
follow his orders and Jesus performed his first public miracle “and so revealed his glory.”
(Continued)

READINGS FOR THE WEEK


Sunday:

Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 2425, 27-28, 29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/
Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
Monday:
Heb 1:1-6/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9
[cf. 7c]/Mk 1:14-20
Tuesday:
Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9
[cf. 7]/Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9
[8a]/Mk 1:29-39
Thursday:
Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11 [8]/
Mk 1:40-45
Friday:
Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and
4bc, 6c-7, 8 [cf. 7b]/Mk 2:1-12
Saturday:
Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15
[cf, Jn 6:63c]/Mk 2:13-17
Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10
[3]/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11
Observances for the week of January 13, 2019
Sunday:
The Baptism of the Lord
Thursday:
St. Anthony, Abbot
Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary

Signup form is online.
Thank you!

December 30
......
On Line Giving We Share
Total
......

$ 3,574.63
$ 2,878.92
$ 6,453.35

January 6
......
On Line Giving We Share
Total
......

$ 3,193.87
$ 423.84
$ 3,617.71

Thank you for your continued generosity!

(Continued)
Daily Prayer This Week
In this first week of Ordinary
Time, we might find ourselves
feeling a little let-down after the Christmas season,
especially in parts of the world where it seems cold
and dark most days. This is where we can ask for the
grace to let the stories of the gospels come alive in
our hearts.
The stories from Mark's gospel offer a vivid look into
the life of Jesus and his followers on such a human
level. Many are stories of healing and the week begins and ends with invitations from Jesus to us -- and
to his disciples. To Simon Peter and Andrew, Jesus
invites, “Come after me.” To the tax collector Levi he
beckons, “Follow me.”
The invitation to healing we are offered can be a part
of our own reflection as we begin a new year and
want to somehow “fix” what is broken in us. The
healing happens if we allow Jesus into our hearts and
lives.
As we look at our lives we may find a loneliness or
separation from people in our family or others. We
have parts of our lives that are dark and embarrassing
and seem unchangeable. It is into this very darkness
and discomfort that Jesus is moved with pity for us,
stretches out his healing hand to us and says, “I do
will it. Be made clean.”
We can hear the summons to follow him as a clear
and personal call to us from Jesus, the one who already knows us and our failings and yet asks us to be
with him. We can hear this invitation more clearly if
we can be touched with awareness of our own failings and understand more deeply how much we need
a savior in our lives. It is then that our hearts are open
to accept this invitation.
We can pray to Jesus this week for the strength to be
healed of the patterns and habits of our lives that so
often turn us away from him and ask for the grace to
make a new beginning in our lives. If we can sit with
our hands open in humility, we can accept that we
can't do this on our own, but know in our hearts that
with the help of God, nothing is impossible.
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URGENT CARE

123 Lee Drive at Highland Rd • www.lakeafterhours.com

Remembering Loved Ones

Contact Kim Broyard to place an ad today!
kbroyard@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6322

SAFETY/RISK • FACILITY SERVICES • PIPING • INSTRUMENTATION
ENVIRONMENTAL • CIVIL • STRUCTURAL • ELECTRICAL • ARCHITECTURAL
MECHANICAL • STAFFING • PROCESS • SURVEY • FIELD SERVICES
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT • PROCUREMENT • LASER SCAN

225-810-3100

www.sigmaec.com

And away goes trouble, down the drain...

(225) 925-8710

www.rotorooterbr.com

www.lavillecabinet.com

mikeandersons.com

Commercial Refrigeration
Air Conditioning and Heating Systems
Wine Cellars • Ice Cream Machines • Ice Machines
Commercial Water Filtration Systems
Sales and Installation with 24 Hr Emergency Service

225-751-6912 • www.eaglerefrigeration.com

225-927-3463 • DRAKIN.COM

HVAC | Service
Maintenance • Design Build
Indoor Air Quality
Temperature Controls

225-925-5236

BURGER HISTORY.
MADE FRESH DAILY.

3613 Perkins Rd • 225-330-4710 • burgersmith.com

Title Resource

(225) 744-4844

Yvette Bergeron Smith Office@TitleResourceLa.com

Attorney

2-B-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Real Estate Closings
14-0846

