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in last Sunday’s gospel we heard Jesus’ discourse to the disciples, Luke’s version of the Beatitudes. Today’s gospel continues this discourse with the same seemingly paradoxical,
even absurd, directives for his followers. He tells them to
love their enemies and to do good to those who hate them. He asks them to bless
those who curse them, to turn the other cheek to those who strike them, and to let
people take what belongs to them. Be merciful and forgiving, expect nothing, and
“your reward will be great.”
If we hear these as rules of conduct or obligatory behavior for becoming a disciple, we are missing the
point. This is one of the reasons Christianity is dismissed by so many.... taken literally, Jesus seems to be
advocating passivity in the face of all manner of mistreatment. Let people walk all over you now, your reward is in heaven, i.e. “later.”
But his discourse begins with a key phrase, “to you who hear...”. One would assume the hearing is intact for
the great majority of people who were gathered, so why begin is discourse with that phrase? Perhaps Jesus
is speaking to those who “get it,” whose world view had already been turned upside down. Those who
were already living in the kingdom of God, the kingdom of Love, understand that Jesus is talking about receiving our identity from God, rather than from how others treat us. “Nobody is going to take advantage of
me” is not an identity we receive from God.
Those who live in the kingdom are willing to risk being
generous, forgiving and vulnerable, as they draw from
the Ultimate Abundant Source – God – the source of all
generosity, forgiveness and vulnerability. They live without the protection of power, position, privilege and righteousness. “We are called to be light for the kingdom, to
live in the freedom of the city of God!” is how the song
goes. Letting our light shine brightly, without fear of being snuffed out, ushers us into the kingdom of God now,
not later.
Our first reading tells the story of David’s restraint in not
killing Saul when seemingly, God had presented this auspicious moment. We are challenged daily to show restraint, not in the battlefield, but in board rooms, classrooms and family rooms. Restraint from harming others is
a good thing, demonstrates human maturity, but Jesus is
offering us so much more: Spiritual Freedom!
The second reading from Paul reminds me of a quotation
attributed to Teilhard de Chardin. “We are not human
beings having a spiritual experience. We are spiritual beings having a human experience.” And what an
adventure it is.
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LENT: Coming Soon.
Challenge yourself this year, and go beyond the usual practice of “giving up” something. Now is
a great time to take stock of your spiritual life and to grow in it. Not sure where to start? Check
out these ideas:
1. Make a commitment to read the Sunday scriptures before you go to Mass. In the same way that
reading up on football players, opposing teams, and coaching strategies will help you experience a
game more fully, familiarizing yourself with the readings ahead of time will help you experience them
in a deeper way on Sunday.
2. Use Busted Halo’s Lenten-themed Daily Jolts and MicroChallenges to find new ways to practice the
disciplines of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving. Each day of Lent, we’ll offer an inspirational quote
paired with a practical, challenging task that you can do that day to help keep your spiritual life on
point. You can find these challenges on the Busted Halo website.
3. Try a new spiritual practice. Sign up for an hour of Eucharistic Adoration. Attend Mass and make a
connection with people from a different racial/ethnic group. Sign up for a silent retreat or spend at
least one hour in silent meditation each weekend.
4. Think about what you usually spend your money on. Do you buy too many clothes? Spend too
much on dinner out? Pick one type of expenditure that you’ll “fast” from during Lent, and then give
the money you would usually spend to a local charity.
5. Take something on — 40 days of letter writing, 40 acts of kindness, 40 phone calls to the important people in your life.
6. When you first sit down in front of your computer at work, or at the very end of your workday, try a
10-minute guided prayer from Sacred Space based on the spiritual exercises of St. Ignatius.
7. Go to a weekday Mass one day during the week. Many parishes offer them early in the morning, at
noon, or after work. Daily Masses are often more intimate and shorter than Sunday Mass.
8. If you don’t have a cross in your apartment or house, buy a simple one and put it in your bedroom.
9. Use Busted Halo’s InstaLent Photo Challenge for daily, creative doses of Lenten spirituality. Post a
photo each day and encounter the themes of Lent on a visual, personal level.
10. Read the entire Gospel of Mark in one sitting. As the shortest Gospel, it is the most concise story
of Jesus’ life, and the cross, a central Lenten symbol, plays an even more prominent role than in the
other Gospels.
11. Attend the Stations of the Cross somewhere. Or check out Busted Halo’s Virtual Stations of the
Cross.
12. Get some friends together and attend a Friday fish fry at a local parish. It’s not the healthiest
thing in the world, but a fun Catholic tradition to help you abstain from eating meat on Fridays
during Lent.
13. Unplug from your iPhone or turn off your car radio on your commute. The silence may be jarring
at first, but you may find that you are able to concentrate better and will be more observant of your
surroundings.
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Fr. Paul Gros, Speaker
March 12, 19, 26,
& April 2
Borders Room
7 pm

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS
February 17
.....
On Line Giving We Share
Total . . . . .

$ 5,491.69
$ 602.17
$ 6,093.86

2nd collection
Church in Eastern Europe,

$ 140.00

Thank you for your continued generosity!



MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY
10:00 a.m.
12:00 Noon
6:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Louise Hill
Ada Mercedes Nunez
Parishioners of Christ the King
Melvin Renfro

MONDAY
6:00 p.m.

Kenneth Cowart Intentions

TUESDAY
6:00 p.m.

Wade Cowart Intentions

WEDNESDAY
11:45 a.m.

Lillian Audiffred

THURSDAY
11:45 a.m.

Bro. Elijah: Anthony Delello & the
Intentions of the Franciscan Friars

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Sunday:

1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/
Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13 [8a]/
1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38
Monday:
Sir 1:1-10/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/
Mk 9:14-29
Tuesday:
Sir 2:1-11/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28,
39-40 [cf. 5]/Mk 9:30-37
Wednesday: Sir 4:11-19/Ps 119:165, 168, 171,
172, 174, 175 [165a]/Mk 9:38-40
Thursday:
Sir 5:1-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6
[40:5a]/ Mk 9:41-50
Friday:
Sir 6:5-17/Ps 119:12, 16, 18, 27, 34,
35 [35a]/Mk 10:1-12
Saturday:
Sir 17:1-15/Ps 103:13-14, 15-16, 17
-18 [cf. 17]/Mk 10:13-16
Next Sunday: Sir 27:4-7/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16
[cf. 2a]/1 Cor 15:54-58/Lk 6:39-45





TUESDAY
8:00 p.m.
THURSDAY
12:30 p.m.

…. THIS WEEK

ALIVE! - Adoration Chapel

FREE LUNCH FOR STUDENTS
Bring your student I.D.
Activity Center

Check out the website for more info
www.ctklsu.org


MARDI GRAS

Office and Complex will be closed 
on
Monday, March 4th 
and
Tuesday, March 5th

In Observance of the Mardi Gras Holiday.

No Mass and No Confessions.



URGENT CARE

123 Lee Drive at Highland Rd • www.lakeafterhours.com

Remembering Loved Ones

Contact Kim Broyard to place an ad today!
kbroyard@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6322

SAFETY/RISK • FACILITY SERVICES • PIPING • INSTRUMENTATION
ENVIRONMENTAL • CIVIL • STRUCTURAL • ELECTRICAL • ARCHITECTURAL
MECHANICAL • STAFFING • PROCESS • SURVEY • FIELD SERVICES
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT • PROCUREMENT • LASER SCAN

225-810-3100

www.sigmaec.com

And away goes trouble, down the drain...

(225) 925-8710

www.rotorooterbr.com

mikeandersons.com

Commercial Refrigeration
Air Conditioning and Heating Systems
Wine Cellars • Ice Cream Machines • Ice Machines
Commercial Water Filtration Systems
Sales and Installation with 24 Hr Emergency Service

225-751-6912 • www.eaglerefrigeration.com

225-927-3463 • DRAKIN.COM

HVAC | Service
Maintenance • Design Build
Indoor Air Quality
Temperature Controls

225-925-5236

Title Resource

(225) 744-4844

Yvette Bergeron Smith Office@TitleResourceLa.com

Attorney

2-B-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Real Estate Closings
14-0846

