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St. Rocco Church has been served by the Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary!
of Mercy since the year 1924. The Mercedarian Order was founded by!
St. Peter Nolasco in 1218 in Barcelona, Spain, to free oppressed Chris'ans.!
The Order con'nues its work of charity and mercy today through!
fraternal life centered around Mary, the Mother of God.!
!

Parish Hours!
MondayFriday: 8:00am12:00pm & 1:005:00pm!
Masses!
Weekends!
Saturday: 4pm Anticipated Mass!
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am & 12pm!
Weekdays (MondaySaturday)!
6:45am & 8:15am!
*During the School Year, Wednesdays 9am rather
than 8:15am!

!

Holy Days!
6:45am, 9am, 12pm, & 7pm!
Sacramental Life!
Penance (Confession)  Saturday 33:45pm!
To schedule Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals & Sick
Calls please contact the Parish Office.!
Hall Rental !
Contact Parish Office!

!
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ST. ROCCO! !

PASTOR PONDERINGS!
Dear Friends:!
Sia Lodato Gesu Cristo! !
Sempre Sia Lodato!!
The stands and booths are beginning to be put together
and it is Festival time again! It is an exciting time for us as
a parish family when personal differences and idiocycracies are put aside as we all pull together for the common
good of our parish to celebrate our holy Patron. Often
people ask me “what would St. Rocco be without its festival?” This is a good question. Every parish has something
in its tradition that’s kind of the glue or binding force holding the place together. That is what I believe is exactly
what our festival is for us at St. Rocco. 103yrs ago the
immigrants from Noicattaro, Italy came together to celebrate their home town Patron. It was the Faith and devotion of those immigrants that were the catalyst for all of
them to come and work together. It was and has always
been the Faith and devotion of our parishioners, guided by
Fr. Gattuso and so many Friars after him, who built our
school, church and what we know as St. Rocco today.
That same Faith, devotion and zeal is what hopefully remains the same catalyst for us today ! it is our Faith in
God, and devotion to our patron St. Rocco ! that moves
each of us to come and do what we do during the festival.
Faith and devotion are what hold a parish together. Programs come and go… programs are only realized because
of the Faith and devotion of individuals. All the other material things and accomplishments that we may be blessed
with are secondary. After meeting and consulting with our
festival Chair!persons, I am happy to share with you that
the recipient of the 2017 “Il PADRONE DELLA FESTA” is: Mr. Frank Mastroianni, Sr. ! We are very happy
for and congratulate Mr. Mastroianni. In addition to this
honor, we wanted to express particular gratitude to those
who play(ed) a significant role in making the festival a
reality. We are initiating an “appreciation award” which
will be given each year at the festival. The first recipients
of this award will be: Commander Thomas Stacho and the
2nd District of the Cleveland Police Dept. for all they have
done and continue to do for us and safety of everyone attending our festival. We also express appreciation to
Officer Dave Kornatowski, for his personal dedication and
diligent attention during the festival. We are grateful to all
our men and women serving in the CPD, for all they do for
our public safety, but especially their service and presence
at festival time! The festival begins this Thursday! Much
work has been done in preparation for this coming week !
now the execution and hospitality to our guests! Ever
aware of the number of parishioners who work the festival
(and it is work!) Our noon mass next Sunday will be bi!
lingual: English & Italian. I ask that each parish sodality/
club(s) have representatives present at the 12pm Mass next
Sunday and walk in procession through the streets. Please
continue to join with us in our daily Novena Prayer to St.
Rocco, trusting in his powerful intercession on our behalf!
Viva San Rocco! E buona festa!!

Con affetto !
!
Fr. James, O.de M. !
!

!
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MERCEDARIAN 8th CENTENARY 2018!
As many of you know, the year 2018 is of special significance for the Mercedarian Friars as the Order will celebrate the 8th Centenary of its foundation. This anniversary is being celebrated on the global level and each
country and local Friary will be having particular celebrations. The opening of the Jubilee Year for the USA will
take place on October 29th in Philadelphia PA at Our
Lady of Lourdes Parish. The Papal Nuncio to the
USA will be the Celebrant. If anyone would like to
attend this celebration, and travel to Philadelphia,
please speak with Fr. James. On January 16th & 17th
there will be the official opening of the Jubilee Year in
Rome, at St. Peter’s Basilica. If anyone is interested in
traveling to Rome, Italy we are looking at tentative dates
of January 1421st which would include attending the
Mass at St. Peter’s, please speak with Fr. James. On the
local level here at the parish, we will be celebrating the
“opening” of the 8th Centenary here on Sunday, November 26th. The official closing of the Jubilee Year in
the USA will be celebrated here at St. Rocco in January,
2019. !
THIRD ORDER O.de M. !
The Mercedarian Order, founded in 1218 in Barcelona,
Spain, is composed of several levels of membership. The
“first” Order is the Friars; the “second” Order is the cloistered Nuns; there are many “Confraternities” &
“Associations” within the Order composed of dedicated
lay men and women sharing the spirituality of the Order 
one of these is the “Mercede Confraternity” here at the
parish. There are nearly twelve “Congregations” of Sisters Communities aggregated, or associated with the Order. These are “third Order regulars” associations/
communities  such as the Mercedarian Sisters who serve
at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish in Cleveland. There is
also the “Third Order” or commonly known as the
“Mercedarian Lay Fraternity.” This level of membership,
composed of laity and clergy, is to be the closest of collaborators with the “first” Order, the Friars, in sharing and
living the spirituality of the Order. Shortly after Labor
Day, we will be starting a chapter of the “Mercedarian
Third Order” here at the parish. Membership is open to
any Catholic, wishing to grow in devotion the the Blessed
Virgin and knowledge of the Order of Mercy; moved with
compassion for those in danger of losing their Faith. For
more information, kindly contact Fr. James. !

Saturday, August 26th: Weekday!
Prayers For Christian Captives!
6:45am †Antonia Previti  Kr istina Boye !
8:15am †David Silvestri & Leonardo Scrima  Teresa
!
& Leonardo Meola!
4:00pm †Giuseppe, Dominic, Donata, Vito & Francesco
(Gangale) & all souls  Victoria Gangale & Family !
!
!
Sunday, August 27th: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time!
7:30am †Michael & Louise Santosuosso  Anthony &
!
Louise Raffin!
!
†Santo Dalmazio  Frank & Concetta Ruffa!
9:30am! †Erminio & Luigia DeMarco !DeMarco Family 

†Franco Barone ! J oe & Cor a Mir anda

12:00pm Pro Populo !
!
Monday, August 28th: St. Augustine!
6:45am! †Antonio Previti  Holy Family Sodality
8:15am †Maria Rosa Ruffa  Fr ank & Concetta Ruffa!
!
Tuesday, August 29th: The Passion of St. John the
Baptist !
6:45am †Sr. Vittoria Terriaca  Joe & Incor onata !
!
Miranda !
8:15am †Vito DiCillo  Our Lady of Mercy !
!
Confraternity (Mercede)!
!
Wednesday, August 30th: Weekday!
6:45am †Alba Romanelli & Ita Vozola Maria Wilfong!
8:15am †Annunzio Caroscio  Joe & Mar y Jo Melillo!
!
!
Thursday, August 31st: St. Raymond Nonnatus!
6:45am †Ducky Sforzo  Ruth & Al Sfor zo !
8:15am †Angela T. Monteleone  Rose Roy!
!
Friday, September 1st: First Friday
6:45am †Deceased of the Order of Mercy!
8:15am †Vito DiCillo  Paul Pavia!
!
Saturday, September 2nd: First Saturday!
6:45am Vocations to the Order of Mercy !
8:15 am † Joseph Cantu  Family !
4:00 am †Anthony Santosuosso  Jeanne Glazer!
!
Sunday, September 3rd: St. Rocco (External Solemnity)!
7:30am †John Ripepi, Jr.  Cousin!
†Elisa Raso  Fr ank & Concetta Ruffa!
9:30am †Jerome Cydzik  Wife Donna!
†Franco Barone  Mike & Maria Fazioli!
12:00pm Pro Populo!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Please pray for those who are sick. !
We especially ask that you remember to
pray for the following: Fr. Jerome Laubacker, O. de M.. !
*If you or ! a loved one is sick
and
would like to be added to this parish list, please call the
Parish Office at 2169618331. NOTE: Names will be
listed in the bulletin for one month, then removed. !
!
!
UPCOMING EVENTS!
Aug. 31 Sep. 4: Festival!
Sep. 12: ALPHA begins!
Sep 23: Rummage Sale!
Sep. 24: Our Lady of Mercy!
Sep. 2426: Forty Hours Devotions!
Oct. 6: Festival Workers Party!
Oct. 9: Columbus Day Parade!
Oct. 21: Alumni Homecoming Celebration!
Oct. 29: Opening of 800th Mercedarian Jubilee
(Philadelphia)!

SUMMER FESTIVAL !
September 9 St. Mary Magdalene European Festival !
!
5390 W. 220th St., Fairview Park !
October 6,7, 8 St. Stanislaus 6601 Baxter Ave. !
!
CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Scott Reeves & !
Destinee Zart on their wedding this
weekend, August 27th. !

!
PARISH OFFERINGS: !
“If every man took only what was sufficient for
his! needs, leaving the rest to those in want,
there would be no rich and no poor.” !
St. Basil of Caesarea!
!
Sunday Collection August 20th: $ 3,484.00!
Online Giving: $ 340.00!
Total for the week of August 13th: $ 3,824.00!
Deficit: $ 1,076.00!
!
Thank you for your support!

!
!
!
CHURCH FLOOR PROJECT
Total Cost: $24,500.00
Donations this week: $ 300.00
Needed: $ 3,570!
*If you can assist with the cost of this project,
we are deeply grateful. Thank you to all who
have helped defray this cost!!

!

!

!

!

FESTIVAL 2017 !
!
5K RUN & 1 MILE WALK
!
Join us for the 4th Annual 5K Run & 1 Mile Walk on
Saturday, September 2nd at St. Rocco Church. Start time
is 9:00am. Preregistration fee is $25.00. Race Day registration fee is $30.00. Deadline for online registration is
Friday, September 1st, 9:00am. All proceeds benefit St.
Rocco Church & School. Contact Hermes Sport and
Events (216) 6239933 for more information. !
!
WORKERS!
As with every year, we depend on as many parishioners
and friends to help put on our annual Feast. We particularly need helping hands in two of our busiest areas  our
Italian Villa and the Zeppoli stand. If you can give some
time to help during the Feast, please contact the Parish
Office. We are deeply grateful for everyone who can
help out! !
!
GREASY POLE
!
Anyone who would like to sponsor the prize money for
the Greasy Pole may contact Fr. James. We are always
grateful to all the supporters of this event which is a long
standing tradition during the Festival on Labor Day. IF
you know anyone who would like to inquire/ sign up to
climb the Pole, please contact Fr. Pat or the parish office. !
NOVENA TO ST. ROCCO !
The novena prayers to our Patron, St. Rocco, in preparation for his Feast will begin on Friday, August 25th. The
novena prayers will be offered at the morning Masses
and copies of the novena prayers are provided for you in
the bulletin & church. !
!
MANTLE OF ST. ROCCO!
We are still accepting donations if anyone would wish to
offer money to be pinned in advance on the mantle for
the statue of St. Rocco in the procession next Sunday. !
RAFFLE TICKETS !
Raffle tickets for the festival are now available for pick
up in the Narthex of the church. You may turn in sold
tickets to the Parish Office or drop them in the collection
basket. Please make sure that you clearly mark the envelope “Raffle Tickets” so they get to the right place. If you
need more, please contact the Parish Office. Remember
that the top seller will receive $250, which is a great incentive to sell many tickets. Thank you for your help!!
!
FESTIVAL SCHEDULE!
On one of the flyers in the bulletin is a copy of the schedule and times of events/entertainment for our 2017 Festival. Please take this home or pass it on to family and
friends.!

LET US PRAY
Please remember in
your prayers all of
our parishioners who are ill or in distress, and in particular
to pray for all the souls of the faithful departed, especially
Toni Felice Abbott and Rose Husak. !
EUCHARISTIC INTENTION !
If you are interested in donating bread and wine for a
week, the requested donation is $50.00 Call the Parish
Office if interested. !
!
SANCTUARY CANDLE !
If you are interested in donating the Sanctuary Candle for
a special intention or in memory of a loved one, the requested donation is $15.00. Please call the Parish Office
if interested. !
!
FORTY HOURS DEVOTIONS!
Our annual parish Eucharistic Devotions (40 Hours) will
be September 242526th. Our guest homilist this year
will be Fr. Rob Ramser, Parochial Vicar at St. Ambrose,
Brunswick OH. Plan now to reserve time to spend with
Jesus in adoration. The Most Holy Eucharist will be exposed each day in church. Each evening at 7pm there will
be Vespers (evening prayer) with a homily. The Solemn
Closing will be on Tuesday evening with many guest
priests praying with us. Mark your calendars now! !
ALPHA IS COMING! !
St. Rocco will be hosting an Alpha
course Tuesday nights for 10 weeks in
the Parish Hall. Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the Christian faith in a
friendly, open and informal environment.
No pressure. No follow up. No charge.
Each session consists of dinner, a video
and table conversation. Please join us for
the introductory session on September 12th. Dinner will
start at 6:00 pm. Please RSVP to John Barile
(jab33161@aol.com)
or
Kristi
Barile
(kbarile@ameritech.net) or leave a message at 440740
0214. !
!
BIRTHDAY WISHES!!
Best wishes and prayers for Fr. James as he celebrates his
birthday this Tuesday, August 29th. God bless you Father!!
!
!
!
SCHEDULE FOR SEPT 2/3 & SEPT 9/10 !
Saturday, Sept 2 !
4:00pm! Phil Wancata!
Sunday, Sept 3 !
7:30am! Mario Grandinetti!
!
!
!
9:30am! Sante Catholic Union
!
!
! 12:00pm Jessica Gentile !
!
Saturday, Sept 9 !
4:00pm! Kristi Barile!
Sunday, Sept 10 !
7:30am! Cathe Toth!
!
!
!
9:30am! Holy Family Sodality!
!
!
! 12:00pm Linda Pavia!

PARISH PILGRIM VIRGIN
The sign up sheet for the second half of the
year to “host” the parish Pilgrim Virgin Statue
of Fatima in your home for one week
(Wednesday to Tuesday) is in the Ruggiero
Chapel in church. During your week, it is encouraged for the host to invite family and
friends to pray the Rosary and have devotions
to the Virgin Mary in your home concluding
with the family consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Sacred Heart of Jesus and
House Blessing!
ST. RAYMOND FEAST !
This coming Thursday, August 31st is the Feast of St.
Raymond. Today at all the Masses we will be blessing
sacramentals in honor of St. Raymond (water and candles) which you may take for your use. The relic of St.
Raymond may also be venerated after all the Masses this
weekend. !
!FR. JOHN NEDUMCHERIL MISSION APPEAL

Fr. John Nedumcheril from the Catholic Diocese of
Pathanamthitta, Kerala, South India will visit our church
this weekend. The Diocesan area has a population of
1,200,000 and the Catholic faithful is 45,000. Presently,
there are 106 priests for 100 parishes and mission stations
in the diocese. There are currently 62 seminarians studying and their formation to priesthood is of prime importance. Fr. Nedumcheril will speak about the urgent
need for financial support of these Seminarians in their
journey to priesthood.!
!
MONTH OF SEPTEMBER & OUR LADY OF MERCY!
Each month of the year is dedicated to a particular devotion or Saint. For example, the month of June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart; July to the Precious Blood; November to the Holy Souls etc. For the Mercedarians, the
month of September is dedicated to Our Lady of Mercy
(or Lady of Ransom) particularly since Her solemnity is
September 24th. We honor Her with particular devotions
such as the Rosary, the Litany of Loretto, flowers at Her
altar and praying/singing the Salve Regina (Hail Holy
Queen). !
!
ST. ROCCO PSR !
PSR Classes will begin on Sunday, September 10, 2017
in the St. Rocco School building from 10:30am to
11:30am. Children and their families are strongly encouraged to attend either the 9:30am Mass or the 12:00 noon
Mass when PSR classes are held. A new team of teachers
will be in place as well as new textbooks for these religious education classes for your children. Also, please
note that the Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated at St. Rocco Parish on Sunday, March 18, 2018 at the
noon Mass. For fur ther infor mation, please contact
Br. Raymond at the Parish Office at 2169618331, ext.
7011. Thank you! !
!

SCHOOL NEWS!
Dear St. Rocco Families, !
!
St. Augustine is attributed to the saying: “He who
sings, prays twice.” !
!
Music is an essential part of liturgy and also a well
rounded education. This year at St. Rocco School,
we are reimagining our music program to give our
students opportunities to pray as they sing and learn
about their faith through the musical arts. !
!
The school has recently hired Mr. Paul May to lead
us in this new endeavor. Mr. May is a stalwart vocalist and devoted church musician. He has served as a
director of liturgical music at a parish in California
as well as an assistant director for the St. Anne's
Choristers, a children's choir in San Diego. !
!
We are thrilled for the opportunity to reinvigorate
our music program for all of our grades and add a
!
middle school
choir to our course offerings. Our plan
is to host a few concerts to highlight the talents of
our students later in the year. Please stay tuned! !
!
In Our Lady of Mercy, !
!
Mr. Daniels!
Principal!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
FOOD PANTRY HELP !
Always welcoming anyone who would like to assist with
the distribution of food and goods to the less fortunate in
our neighborhood. Our parish Food Pantry is open the
2nd and 4th Friday of each month, 911 am. If you would
like to help, please call the Parish Office. !
!!

TREES  BENCHES  WALL MEMORIALS!
As the festival approaches and we will be welcoming
many visitors as well as old time parishioners and alumni,
we are offering the following possibilities for
“Memorial’s” here on the parish grounds. The following can be obtained for “In Memory” or “In Gratitude:”
Flowering trees along the friary(rectory): $200.00 each /
Granite benches $2,000.00 each / Granite plaques at the
Memorial Wall at the shrine of our Lady, for a short time
only, (discount from August 31  October 31): Large
plaque normally $2,999.00 NOW $2,500.00, and the
Small plaque, normally $499.00, NOW $450.00. For details and reserving any of these, please contact the Parish
Office.!
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Louis D.
Ripepi, Jr.

www.clecem.org • (216) 641-7575

440-888-0800
www.ripepi.com

• Family Owned and Operated Since 1948
• Pre-Need and Irrevocable Trusts
• Community Room available
• Cremation Service

Please support our advertisers and
mention you saw their ad here.

JO’S BARBERSHOP
Haircuts & Shaves
St. Rocco Parishioner
SENIOR DISCOUNT TUES-FRI
4231 Fulton Rd.

(Fulton Memphis Shopping Center)

216-661-8110
!"#$%&'()&*+,-&(".&/+0"&#+)1*2

Franklin Plaza
3600 Franklin Blvd
Cleveland

SYLVIO MECONE

Skilled Nursing, Long Term Care, Hospice
Celebrating Life Daily

216-651-1600

sylvio.mecone@coldwellbanker.com

(216)
780-2996

HUNTER REALTY

330-825-8266
www.fox-bros.com

R.J. HEATING CO.
Furnaces & Air Conditioning • Installed & Serviced

38th and Clark

961-3673

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.
NUNZIO’S
CABINET SHOP
Commercial • Residential
4147 Pearl Road • 216-459-2051

Family Owned & Operated
Homemade Pasta & Pizza
Catering Available
BANQUET FACILITY - “The Florence Room”
Perfect for Bereavement Lunches, Baptism, Rehearsal
Dinners, Birthday Parties...

All Occasions - Accomodates 20-60 people
Anthony Raffin
7565 Pearl Rd., Middleburg Hts.
440.234.6480 • www.santospizzaandpasta.com

18149 Bagley Rd.
(West of I-71)
Middleburg Hts.

A. RIPEPI
& SONS Funeral Homes, Inc.
Stephen Ripepi • Anthony Ripepi, Jr. • Daniel Ripepi
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED • LIFELONG PARISHIONERS • FULL SERVICE & CREMATION SERVICE

3202 Fulton Rd.
(North of I-71)
Cleveland

440-260-8800

www.aripepiandsons.com

216-281-8800

BASSO

M & M Food, Inc.

CEMENT CONTRACTORS

3270 W. 67th Place

Specializing in Italian Sausage

281-2188

Cleveland West Side

Joe Carrino

Parishioner

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today! lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268

216-631-3170

5626 Broadview Road
Parma, OH 44134

J o h n B a s s o , J r.

216-351-1161

Parishioner

www.gentilesbakery.com

PARMA PLUMBING
Complete Plumbing Service

From Small Repairs Sewer & Drain Cleaning
to Bathroom Remodeling

10% Off Repairs
JOHN ROMITO 216-351-8800

18013 Cleveland Parkway
Suite 170
Cleveland, OH 44135
216-619-2400
www.alpha-port.com

558 Bishop Rd • Highland Hts.

440.449.7800
M-Thur~11:30am-9pm
Fri-Sat~11:30am-10pm
Closed Sundays
crostatas.com

3-E-4-3

Engineering • Technology Development
Sustainability • Human Performance Improvement
Assurance Technology Services

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0879

