DECEMBER 19, 2021 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC CHURCH

137 Bryan Street
Pikeville, Kentucky 41501
Phone: 606-437-6117

Website: www.stfrancispikeville.org
Email: stfrancischurch@cdlex.org
App: St Francis Pikeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m.

Text to Give: (833) 938-2034 FOURTH SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. or by appointment. SRLEREER RS RN O

THAT WHAT WAS SPOKEN TO YOU BY THE LORD
WOULD BE FULFILLED."

PARISH STAFF
Pastor: Fr. Rob Adams —LUKE 1:145
Deacon: Dcn. Joe Jacobs
Administrative Assistant: Becky Gritfith
Custodian: Lisa Scalf




Sunday Offertory
12-12-2021. i $2,864
Weekly Budget...........ccocevrvnneenes $2,700
Surplus/DefiCit........c.coeveenrrinennen. $164
YTD Offertory........cccceeveeneee $62,665
Budget........oooooeieiieieieieiee, $64,800
Surplus/Deficit............cocooverennen.. $2,135
12-12-2021 Building Fund............. $450

BUILDING FUND UPDATE: We
currently owe $55.973 on the new
church building. Thank you for your
continued support of the Church
Building Fund.

Micah 5:1-4a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45

From Bethlehem shall come one
who will rule Israel. Born of Mary,
the servant of the Lord, he will
protect and save us, offering
himself once and for all in doing the
Father’s will.

Readings may be found
in the Saint Augustine
Hymnal Number 918

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI « PIKEVILLE, KY

From the Pastor’s Desk....

Good Sunday Morning,

A big thanks to everyone who came out to help with our Christmas giveaway! Your
[kindness and generosity made a difference in the lives of 24 families, who otherwise
might not have had a Christmas.

Speaking of Christmas, we will be decorating the church after Mass on Sunday,
December 19. Any help is appreciated!

[ also wanted to share our schedule for Christmas Masses:

Christmas Eve:
5:00 pm Mass at St. Francis of Assisi, Pikeville
10:00 pm Mass at St. George, Jenkins

Christmas Day:
10:30 am Mass at St. Francis of Assisi, Pikeville

Sunday, December 26:
8:30 am Mass at St. George, Jenkins
10:30 am Mass at St. Francis of Assisi, Pikeville

Please note that both Christmas and the following Sunday are Masses of obligation. |
lknow it’s tough, but the Church expects us to be at Mass sometime on Christmas and also
for the regular Sunday. Let’s hang in there and give it our best for the Lord!

IFr. Rob

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church is a Eucharistic family of Catholic Christians.
Nourished by the sacraments and guided by the Holy Spirit, we proclaim Jesus Christ
and the Good News of salvation. Following the spirit of the Gospel, St. Francis parish
provides continous religious education and spiritual growth for all parishioners, varied
opportunities for social enrichment, and support for the needs of families in Pike
County, our nation and the world.

Mass Schedule & Intentions

Saturday, December 18 5:00 pm Vigil Mass +William Wheeler
Sunday, December 19 10:30 am Mass For the People
Monday, December 20 No Mass

Tuesday, December 21 Noon Mass +Charles McKasson
Wednesday, December 22 | Noon Mass +Timothy Bridges
Thursday, December 23 Noon Mass +Daniel McKasson
Friday, December 24 5:00 pm Christmas Eve ~ +Gianna Maria Dickson
Saturday, December 25 10:30 am Christmas Day  For the People
Sunday, December 26 10:30 am Mass For the People




DECEMBER 19, 2021

Parish Calendar & Announcements

LUE ARE GOD 5
INSTRUMENTS
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE

DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF
SCRIPTURE

St. Augustine tells us that a “Christian is a
mind through which Christ thinks, a heart
through which Christ loves, a voice through
which Christ speaks and a hand through which
Christ helps.” As we look around and out at
the world, we do not have to search too far
before we come face to face with inequity and
injustice. There is so much unfairness,
prejudice, anger, hatred, violence, and want.
The stories of human heartache, people being
hurt, deprived of life’s necessities, loneliness,
and sickness are far too commonplace. For
many of the world’s ills, the vices of greed,
lust, pride, gluttony, and jealousy are clearly
among the more significant root causes.

Why doesn’t God just step in and fix this
mess? After all, God created this world, and
one would hope that he would step up and take
some measure of responsibility for it! Once we
sit with this thinking for a while, we can begin
to realize just how flawed it really is. God did
take responsibility and God did fix the
problem! God sent us Jesus Christ as the
divine solution to the world’s ills. It is not God
who has shirked responsibility, we have. We
are the ones who continually fail to set our
own personal needs, wants, and securities
aside so that One more powerful than us can
use us.

Mary had to set her needs aside in order for the
Son of God to come into the world. Put simply,
Mary listened and believed. Having opened
herself to being an instrument of the Divine,
God could use her as his mind, heart, voice,
and hand. She became God’s vessel so that
God’s greatness could reach the ends of the
earth and peace could come upon the world.
God’s fix for the world’s difficulties is you and
me. We are the ones who confess that Jesus
Christ came into the world as the Son of God,
the Prince of Peace, and herald of justice. All
we have to do is believe, as did Mary, that
what has been spoken to us by the Lord will be
fulfilled. Then, we can step aside and be the
Christians we claim to be. What a difference it

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

would make if every person who professed to
be Christian truly understood that their one and
only vocation is to be God’s instrument. What
a beautiful, equitable, and just world it would
be. CLPi

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Luke 1:39-45
Blessed Advent!

Today we have two mothers meeting; they are
related, and one carries in her womb John the
Baptist and the other woman, Mary, carries in
her womb Jesus.

The Gospel account says that John, who would
cry out in the desert the message that everyone
needs to "prepare the way of the Lord," leapt
with joy in the womb of his mother upon
hearing Mary's greeting.

John's message in the desert is the message
that we all need to heed as we get closer to the
Christmas celebration. May our faith leap with
joy at the chance to proclaim our Lord and to
prepare the way!

POOR BOX During the month of November,
we collected $233 in the poor box to assist the
ministry of Helping Hands. Thank you!

MESSAGE FROM THE DIOCESE OF
LEXINGTON: “Our brothers and sisters in
the Diocese of Owensboro could use our help
as the western part of the state of Kentucky
recovers from Fridays violent storms. The
state of Kentucky experienced extreme
weather events including a devastating tornado
that resulted in a high number of fatalities and
destruction in areas served by the Diocese of
Owensboro including Mayfield and Bowling
Green. A second collection will be taken
today and next weekend for Catholic Charities
of the Diocese of Owensboro to offer help and
services for those displaced or who have
immediate needs as a result of the storms.
Please be generous to support the emergency
needs in our state and pray of those affected
especially for the many lives lost. ~ Thank
you for your kind support”

tivity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR DECEMBER - Catechists - Let us pray for the
catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and crea-
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Deacon Dirck Curry, healing

Sister Kathy Avery
Barbara Kiser
Tim Deskins, cancer
Sandy Lowe, cancer
Jerry and Ann Bilicek

Gloria Wagner (Mother of Linda Justice and
Susan Chafin)

Ron Saros
Cindy and Christy Hedinger
Rita Scheuer
Kenny Blackburn
Alpha Carroll, Signature Health Care
Dr. Harry and Helen Altman
Carol Rashella
Margarita Gomez

Fran Sykes

VOTIVE CANDLES:
Suggested donation: Large votives
$3.00 and small votives $0.50



J. W. CALL %
FUNERAL HOME Trust Bank

building communities...built on trust’

Community Redd, Brown
& Williams

703 Hambley Blvd. - REAL ESTATE SERVICES —
Pikeville 1.800.422.1090 e .
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Home Security FREE AD DESIGN

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

WITH PURCHASE OF THIS SPACE

TIPS ) /| | 800.477.4574

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

253‘;1; oy Contact Nancy MacMillan
* Work-Life Balance - = to place an ad today!

:;:Ei;n;u?g j:f:.i v 2 nmacmillan@4LPi.com
' or (800) 477-4574 x6426

IB- Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
I www.4lpi.com/careers
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Stay connected to our faith cummumty no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com

@ 3-D-5-3 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com 14-0912



