JANUARY 9, 2022

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC CHURCH

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m.
Text to Give: (833) 938-2034

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.

PARISH STAFF
Pastor: Fr. Rob Adams
Deacon: Dcn. Joe Jacobs
Administrative Assistant: Becky Griffith
Custodian: Lisa Scalf

137 Bryan Street
Pikeville, Kentucky 41501
Phone: 606-437-6117

Website: www.stfrancispikeville.org
Email: stfrancischurch@cdlex.org
App: St Francis Pikeville

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also
had been baptized and was praying, heaven was
opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. - Lk 3:21-223
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Sunday Offertory
12-26-2021 oo $3,606
01-02-2022.....ceiieeiieeiiieeeieeenee $9,065
WeeklyBudget............cooeverrnenenes $2,700
Surplus/Deficit..........cccccveee... $7,271
YTD Offertory......c.cceeeveneen. $77,547
BUAZEL. ..o $72,900
Surplus/Deficit........c..ocoeveurunnn. $4,647
12-26-2021 Building Fund............... $15
01-02-2022 Building Fund............. $270

BUILDING FUND UPDATE: We
currently owe $55.973 on the new
church building. Thank you for your
continued support of the Church
Building Fund.

HEAVEN

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
Acts 10:34-38
Matthew 3:13-17
Mark 1:7-11
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

Jesus is the beloved Son of the
Father. He is the light of the
nations and Lord of all creation. To
him be all glory and praise!

Readings may be found
in the Saint Augustine
Hymnal Number 929

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI « PIKEVILLE, KY

From the Pastor’s Desk....

Hi everyone!
Today we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. This is the liturgical end
of the Christmas season. I think this is a good time to remind everyone to get

your young children (and grandkids!) baptized! Please don’t wait!

I would also like to invite everyone to a meeting on Friday, January 21 at
7:00 pm in the cafeteria to discuss our outreach goals for the coming quarter.

Fr. Rob

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church is a Eucharistic family of Catholic Christians.
Nourished by the sacraments and guided by the Holy Spirit, we proclaim Jesus Christ
and the Good News of salvation. Following the spirit of the Gospel, St. Francis parish
provides continous religious education and spiritual growth for all parishioners, varied
opportunities for social enrichment, and support for the needs of families in Pike
County, our nation and the world.

Mass Schedule & Intentions

Saturday, January 8 5:00 pm Mass +Dr. Max Tan

Sunday, January 9 10:30 am Mass For the People
Monday, January 10 No Mass

Tuesday, January 11 Noon Mass +James and John Altman
Wednesday, January 12 Noon Mass +Nanette Schmidt
Thursday, January 13 Noon Mass +Anne Sykes Hinkebein
Friday, January 14 Mass at Jenkins

Saturday, January 15 5:00 pm Vigil Mass +Aline McKasson
Sunday, January 16 10:30 am Mass For the People
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Parish Calendar & Announcements

BULLETIN ADVERTISING: Ifinterest
you can contact Nancy MacMillan at
nmacmillan@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574
x6426 to place an ad.

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE
DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF
SCRIPTURE

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

“We are called to live our baptism every day,
as new creatures, clothed in Christ.”— Pope
Francis

What reference point do you use when making
decisions? Many times, impulse takes control
and decisions are made based solely on
emotion and desire. We all know that these

types of decisions can often get us into trouble.

When a person has a confident sense of who
they are and a real understanding of what is
important and of value, the likelihood of
kneejerk impulsive choices diminishes.
Baptism gives us what we need to make well
informed and purposeful decisions. By this
simple gesture, God claims us as His own and
provides us with the identity and purpose we
need to properly live life.

It is tremendously reassuring, when we truly
embrace this revelation and realize that we no
longer have to wonder about the purpose of
our lives or struggle to find our way. The
answer of who we are in God has been given
to us. We no longer have to fumble around,
trip over ourselves or walk aimlessly about.
Issues surrounding the sacredness of life, the
meaning of death, the protection of those most
vulnerable, care for the weak and the poor,
offering hospitality to those in search of a
home, the purpose and proper place of work,
how to create a just social order, caring for
creation, and understanding our roles as
heralds and stewards are just a few of the
wonderful gifts baptism brings. When we
make decisions based on things such as these
core Gospel truths we really act as Christ
himself, revealing to others the new creations
that we are. This is how we live our baptism.

It is difficult to walk against the tide. Yet, that
is precisely what baptism calls us to do.
Although we are sinners, in need of mercy and
far from perfection we are called to order our
life and make decisions based upon the
wisdom and guidance of Almighty God. He
alone is the one who can claim us as His sons

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

and daughters. Standing up for our principles
will not make us popular. But who ever said
Christianity is a popularity contest? Baptism
calls us to stand up for that which goes against
the grain of secularism. Standing in line with
other sinners, we have our anchor to steady us
in the tempests of life and God is very pleased.
Forge ahead. There is nothing to fear. ©OLPi

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP -
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY

MOMENTS
I HOPE I AM LIKE HIM
“Who is this Christ? Is he like you?”

Perhaps you’ve heard this story, often
attributed to the life of St. Teresa of Calcutta.
A sick man asked her this question, as he
marveled at her tireless service to himself and
others in the name of someone named Jesus
Christ.

“He is nothing like me,” the saint is said to
have answered. “But I hope I am like him.”

Though the authenticity of this exchange
cannot be verified, its message rings perfectly
true: all the value of our stewardship lies in its
relativity to the one in whose name we perform
it.

Consider the figure of John the Baptist — a
magnificent, towering character even purely
from a literary or historical perspective. A
martyr who fed on wild locusts and boldly
spoke truth to power — a man so great some
mistook him for the Messiah.

But why is he great? Because he prepared the
way. All his accomplishments and escapades
mean nothing if they are taken out of the
context of salvation history. He only makes
sense relative to Christ — and this is exactly as
he wanted it. “One worthier than I is coming,”
he insists. And because of that humility and
that total embrace of God’s will, he is given
one of the greatest honors in the New
Testament — he baptizes the Son of God.

Let’s examine our lives in the light of their
relativity to Christ. How do we prepare the
way? When Christ comes to us, what do we
do? How do we leave ourselves open to be
actors in God’s plan? — Tracy Earl Welliver,
MTS ©LPi

for one another, open to all.

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR JANUARY 2022 - Human Fraternity - May the
Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our brothers and sisters of other religions, praying
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Jeffrey Scalf, Lisa’s son

Deacon Dirck Curry, healing
Sister Kathy Avery
Barbara Kiser
Tim Deskins, cancer
Sandy Lowe, cancer
Jerry and Ann Bilicek

Gloria Wagner (Mother of Linda Justice and
Susan Chafin)

Ron Saros
Cindy and Christy Hedinger
Rita Scheuer
Kenny Blackburn
Alpha Carroll, Signature Health Care
Dr. Harry and Helen Altman
Carol Rashella
Margarita Gomez

Fran Sykes

VOTIVE CANDLES:
Suggested donation: Large votives
$3.00 and small votives $0.50
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FUNERAL HOME Trust Bank

building communities...built on trust’

Community Redd, Brown
& Williams

703 Hambley Blvd. - REAL ESTATE SERVICES —
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Home Security FREE AD DESIGN

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide
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Stay connected to our faith cummumty no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com
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