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Bells of St. Mary 

 Calling all to Community 

Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry - Meet 
Jeffrey Kremer By Kathleen Garnica 

 So how does a physics major from Wright State Univer-
sity go on to graduate with a master’s in theology from Univer-
sity of Notre Dame?  It was an easy transition for Jeffrey Kre-
mer, director of youth and young adult ministry, at St. Mary of 
the Assumption Church.  “My physics program was education 
oriented and I had a mindset of serving and teaching which sur-
faced more as I got involved with the WSU Catholic Campus 
Ministry,” says Kremer. “My junior and senior years I took 
leadership positions with FOCUS, the Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students. This really got me thinking about where I 
might go after I’d earned my degree. When I heard about the 
Echo program, I knew that it could be a great fit for me.”  
 

 Kremer earned his master’s while serving with an Echo 
partner diocese in New Jersey. “I studied theology for two sum-
mers on campus at Notre Dame then worked full-time during 
the academic year at Mary Mother of Mercy in Camden, N.J.    
My last choice for placement became my assignment; a true 
lesson in humility,” smiles Kremer.  “But I loved it!  
I lived in community with two other ECHO students, had a 
wonderful mentor and the parish was awesome. I learned a 
great deal.”   
 

 Shortly before graduation last summer, Kremer spotted 
the director of youth and young adult ministry position opening 
at St. Mary and jumped at the chance to return home.  Born and raised in Kettering, Jeff is the second oldest of 
four boys.  His parents are long-time residents of Kettering, his mom teaches at J.E. Prass Elementary, and his dad 
is an engineer with the City of Dayton.  Kremer is thankful to be back in the area where he can return to spending 
time with family and friends.  “I love the energy of this church and I’m really looking forward to getting to know 
more people and seeing my ministries grow,” says Kremer. 
 

 When asked what impact will his years of studies and parish service have on his new role at St. Mary of 
the Assumption, Kremer shares that he wants to be an advocate for all of the youth and young adults of the parish.  
“I want to get to know them, I want to hear from them, and I want this church to be home for them.  I want to give 
them ownership, because this is their church. And that ownership is what moves each of us to discipleship.”  
 

 Kremer invites all youth and young adults to join the respective ministries by simply coming to any or all 
the meeting or events.  You can contact Kremer by calling 

the him at 937-557-1711 ext. 103 or by emailing him at 
jeffreyk@stmaryassumption.church.  

Director of Youth and Young Adult Minis-
try, Jeffrey Kremer 
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Scout’s Eagle Project Benefits Church By Dan Darragh 

 The eagle has landed -- again -- at St. Mary of 
the Assumption Church. No, not the Apollo spacecraft. 
Another Eagle Scout project was completed recently on 
the church grounds, this one thanks to parishioner Jared 
Erwin. 
 When warm weather rolls around again youth 
groups and others won’t have to bring their own lawn 
chairs for campfires and other gatherings around the fire 
ring behind the church. Erwin’s project involved assem-
bling eight benches and fastening them to concrete an-
chors in the ground around a fire ring and restoring a 
covered picnic table nearby that overlooks the church’s 
pond and waterfalls. 
 Erwin, the son of Dave and Debbie Erwin, is a 
freshman at Franklin High School and is the third Boy 
Scout in about 10 years to complete a project that bene-
fits the church. The Eagle project is the final step toward 
earning the coveted award which only about 2 percent of 
boys who enter scouting ever receive. Besides planning 
and carrying out the project, a Scout must earn 21 merit 
badges -- 13 of which are required -- and hold leadership 
positions in his troop as well as living up to the Scout Oath and the Scout Law.  

 The picnic table was built about 10 years ago as an Eagle pro-
ject by another Scout, Isaac Brewster of Troop 50 in Springboro, when 
the church was located in Franklin and was frequently used by parish 
staff and others during the summer months. The table and benches 
were repaired and re-stained and the pergola on top was replaced with 
lattice to help provide shade. 
 The project was originally planned to be completed in one day 
but with much colder weather predicted the staining was done earlier 
than planned so the stain could set up. “This actually worked out better 
because the first part of the staining took a lot longer than I thought it 
would and the day we assembled the 
benches would have been too cold to 
stain,” said Erwin. 
 The area around the fire ring 
will be mulched in the spring. 
Erwin is a member of Scout Troop 718 
in Middletown. He planned the project 
and along with members of his troop, 

parents and some members from Springboro Scout troops helped complete the 
project. The work was done over two weekends. 
 Jared is the third member of his family to earn the Eagle rank. His father is 
an Eagle Scout and is a former Cub Scout and Boy Scout leader and is still active 
with the troop. His older brother, Brendan, now a freshman at Bowling Green 
State University, earned the Eagle rank in 2016. 
 The other Eagle project at St. Mary was the construction of the two bench-
es in front of the church, which was completed by P.J. Doersam of Troop 248 in 
Kettering in 2017. 

Jared Erwin, at left, talks to Liam Rarden from Troop 718 
while other Scouts assemble benches. In the foreground is 
David Blumberg of Troop 7 in Springboro. 

Father Jim signs off on Jared’s project at the picnic table that was built about 
10 years ago as an Eagle project by Isaac Brewster of Troop 50 in Springboro. 
Jared and his crew repaired and refinished the table and put on a new top in 
addition to installing benches around a fire ring. 

Jared talks to parishioner Mike Engler 
who oversees landscaping at St. Mary 
of the Assumption Church  
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Parishioner is Food Pantry’s Volunteer of the Year 
By Dan Darragh 

     When people retire they usually follow one of several paths: spend a lot 
of time watching TV; try to stay busy with a hobby; work part-time or start a 
second career; or become a volunteer. 
     Put Wayne Pyszka into the latter category -- big time.  Not only did the 
St. Mary of the Assumption parishioner decide to become a volunteer at the 
Franklin Food Pantry (officially Franklin Area Community Services), he 
became the “face of the pantry,” speaking before community groups and 
appearing at events in the area on behalf of the food pantry. 
     “Wayne is passionate about getting out into the community and spreading 
the message of our mission,” said Terry Coyle, also a St. Mary member and 
director of the pantry. Speaking at the organization’s annual volunteer dinner 
at St. Mary, Coyle noted that that last year Pyszka hosted information tables 
and talked to many groups, including Franklin High School Parents Night, 
Franklin-Springboro Public Library staff, Miami Valley Gaming, United 
Way Campaign Kickoff and the Young Professionals of Austin Landing. 
     He is also a member of the Father Chuck Mentrup Chapter of the Knights 
of Columbus at St. Mary and was instrumental in securing a $500 grant for 
the pantry in 2018 and a $1,500 grant in 2019 from the Knights. 
     Pyszka said he became a pantry volunteer about three years ago when he decided to ride along to the pantry with his wife, 
Carol, just to see what it was she did. He wasn’t planning to become a pantry volunteer himself. 
     But not only did he start volunteering, he became so involved that he was honored recently as the organization’s 2019 Vol-
unteer of the Year. 
     “I retired about four years ago, but I’m the kind of person who likes to stay busy,” said the Miamisburg resident. “It didn’t 

take me long to see what tremendous assistance the pantry provides.”  And the pantry 
has kept him busy ever since. 
     Pyszka, who had been a director of supply chain management at several area com-
panies, started out sorting doughnuts for those who come to the pantry. About six 
months later Coyle, asked him if he could help with the deliveries from Dorothy 
Lane Market in Springboro. Dorothy Lane is one several area supermarkets that do-
nate surplus food or food items nearing their expiration date to the pantry.  
          In addition to helping with the Dorothy Lane donations three times a month, he 
also helps with the Coffman YMCA donations and assists with the monthly Senior 
Commodity Day. Pyszka is also at the pantry every Tuesday doing whatever needs to 
be done. “A big part of my working career was spent helping to set up systems to 
keep things running smoothly and I try to do that at the food pantry as well,” he says. 
     The Franklin Food Pantry is part of a national hunger relief network called Feed-
ing America. According to Coyle, 49 million Americans -- one out of every six -- 
struggle with hunger. Feeding America’s mission is to “rescue” food and distribute it 
through a network of food banks and food pantries, shelters and soup kitchens. The 
Franklin pantry’s food bank is Shared Harvest which channels food to five counties 
including Warren. Franklin Area Community Services operates the largest food pan-
try in Warren County. Volunteers distributed more than one million pounds of food 
the past year. Coyle says Franklin Food Pantry volunteers helped to feed 10,160 fam-
ilies, representing 29,187 people.  
      Twenty-six parishioners of St. Mary of the Assumption are volunteers at the 
Franklin Food Pantry.  
     Volunteers are: Sue Moizuk, Pam Johnson, Sonie Marzluff, Wayne and Carol 
Pyszka, Dan and Lynn Darragh, Joanne Smith, Karen and Randy Streit, Lynn 
Wurzelbacher, Gordon and Marilyn Sauerbrun. 

     Bob and Debbie Sticker, Theresa Johnson, Anne Langsdale, Donna McGarvey, Carolyn Cusumano, Darla Wharton, Mari-
lyn Steinke, Tom Page, Barb Arlinghaus, Victor Obasuyi and Anna Marie Brewster.  
     Volunteers Lynn Darragh, Lynn Wurzelbacher and Wayne Pyszka also serve on the board of directors for Franklin Area 
Community Services, parent organization of the food pantry, and parishioner Terry Coyle, is the director of the pantry. 

Pyszka stocking shelves at the Franklin 
Food Pantry.  

Pyszka with his Volunteer of the 
Year plaque.  
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History of Men’s Fellowship at St. Mary of the  
Assumption By Michael Pfeifer and Jay Lees 

 The St. Mary of the Assumption Men’s Fellowship was formed in the mid 1990’s with the objectives of:  
(1) helping men establish and nurture a personal relationship with Jesus Christ; (2) facilitating the discovery and 
growth of one's spiritual life through spiritual readings and discussions; and (3) sharing personal feelings and experi-
ences with other men in an atmosphere of trust and confidence.  The group was formed after being inspired to do so 
at a Catholic men’s conference in Cincinnati that several of the men attended.  This conference, then known as the 
Answer the Call Conference, was first held at St. Thomas More College around 1995.  The conference organizers 
made a point of asking men to form a fellowship group in their parish, and so the men of Saint Mary’s did so shortly 
after returning from the conference. 
 

 During the first few years of the St. Mary Men’s Fellowship, the meetings were held once a month on a Sat-
urday at 8:30 a.m., after the 8:00 a.m. Mass, under the leadership of Joe Couture.  The focus was on fellowship and 
breakfast, as the men took turns each month cooking breakfast for the group.  The men continued to attend the year-
ly Answer the Call Conference, which were later held several years each at (what is now) U.S. Bank Arena, the 
Cintas Center, and then Music Hall in Cincinnati. 
 

 Another yearly activity of the group was the “Mother Daughter Breakfast” that was held each year, in the 
May timeframe, for the women of the parish.  Jeff Calton was the “local chef” for many of the breakfasts, and the 
other men took turns cooking, serving, and cleaning up.  It was special seeing all of the grandmothers, mothers, and 
daughters enjoying themselves together! 
 

 After several years of fellowship, breakfasts, and the yearly Answer the Call Conferences, the group was in-
spired around the 2001 timeframe to add study and discussion as part of the monthly meetings, using the 
“Signposts” How to be a Catholic Man in the World Today study guide that was introduced at the Answer the Call 
Conference.  The start time was moved to 7:00 a.m. once per month, and breakfasts continued for a couple more 
years. 
 

 After working through the “Signposts” study guide, the group continued with Patrick Morley’s Man in the 
Mirror, Peter Ziolkowski’s Discipleship for Catholic Men, “Signposts” again, then Bishop Barron’s Priest, Prophet, 
King.  More recently, the group has been using the online Catholic content video study web site Formed.org for such 
studies as “Evangelization” (2016-2017), “Knowing the Faith” (2017-2018), and “Lectio Eucharist” (2018-2019).  
Leaders in recent years have included Steve Dungan, Paul Puffenberger, Dave Potts, Marv Hartsfield, Greg Schrage, 
and (currently) Mike Pfeifer.  
 

 The format for each meeting is similar each month, beginning with prayer and short video, continuing with 
discussion questions, and concluding with intercessory prayers.  The men take turns each month as facilitators.  
Some preparation is typically required before each meeting (e.g., viewing videos and preparing answers to ques-
tions). 
 

 In addition to meeting on the second Saturday of every month at 7:00a.m., the group also meets on the fourth 
Saturday of every month at 8:00 a.m. for breakfast at a local restaurant. 
 

 Last September, the Men’s Fellowship group are beginning a multi-month study that combines catechism, 
apologetics, and the Kerygma to help prepare for building the Kingdom of God.  All men wanting to increase their 
knowledge of the Catholic faith are welcome!  The group is also looking to add other types of fellowship opportuni-
ties for the men of the parish who may be at different stages of their faith journey.  For those men interested in get-
ting involved or in participating in other fellowship opportunities, contact Mike Pfeifer at 937-266-4153 or 
michael.s.pfeifer@gmail.com. 
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Knights of Columbus Baby Bottle Campaign 

by Jay Lees  

 Thank you, parish, for your generous contribution to the Knights of Columbus Baby Bottle Campaign. 
Your donation at the time of the banquet for the Community Pregnancy Center held November 21, was 
$17,800.00, the total to date is $19,532.95.    
 

 The money collected will be used by the Center to provide free ultrasounds, pregnancy tests, diapers, ba-
by formula, clothing, and small furniture items. Staff nurses provide information to women who previously had 
an abortion and experience post-abortion stress syndrome or PASS. These women are offered a ten-week Bible 
study to help them work through their grief, healing, and forgiveness. The Center offers two programs for men 
that help them to emotionally work through the loss of pregnancy. 
 

 The following people won the closest guess of funds raised with Tom Knopp coming in first. Other winners 
include Don Hopkins, Judy, and Willie Paden, Carilinn Murphy, Terry Coyle, N. Sommer, Teresa Bird, Cathy Lin-
don, and Charles Silvis. Terry Coyle and Norm Sommer won refrigerators and both donated them to our local tor-
nado victims. 

See Baby bottles - page 6 

Candice Keller, Executive Director 
of the Pregnancy Center, her grand 
baby, and Rocky Adams 

Father Jim at the banquet 

Attendees at the banquet 
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 Matt Whitely, K of C Grand Knight,  Fr. Jim, and the Baby Bottle Committee led by Rocky Adams, pre-

sented the donation check for $17,800.00 to Candice Keller, Executive Director of the Pregnancy Center.  The 

speaker at the Celebrate Life Banquet was Janet Porter, founder of Faith2Action to win the cultural war for life, 

liberty, and the family who also was the architect of the pro-life Heartbeat Bill that passed in Ohio 2019.  

Baby bottles from page 5 


