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Bells of St. Mary 

 Calling all to Community 

 When the coronavirus pandemic rolled into Ohio in late winter many businesses and institutions weren’t prepared for 
its impact. But at St. Mary of the Assumption there was already a group in place with experience in planning for the unex-
pected, especially when parishioners might be put at risk. 
 That group is the church’s Safety Team, which came into being last November. While some may have viewed the 
Safety Team as only a response to mass shootings at churches and other public places, Wayne Johnson emphasized the team 
is concerned with any safety issues affecting parishioners. When the Catholic Bishops of Ohio, in consultation with the gov-
ernor and public health officials, suspended the celebration of all public Masses on March 16, the Safety Team became deep-
ly involved with the response at St. Mary. Johnson, who heads up the Safety Team, met with Father Jim Manning and Music 
Director John Wright, who also takes care of much of the liturgical side of the Masses, to discuss the best way to allow pa-
rishioners to be involved with the weekly Sunday Mass even though they would be unable to attend. 
 “Our opinion was that while there are several professionally broadcast 
Masses, including those from our archdiocese and from the cathedrals in New 
York and Washington, D.C., our members wanted a touch of their own parish 
-- they wanted to see Father Jim -- so we decided to livestream the Sunday 
Mass,” said Johnson.  
 Father Jim said he wanted to alternate the Masses between St. Mary 
and St. Augustine and broadcast it at 10 a.m. Sunday. 
 Initially, they used Johnson’s home video equipment and Wright’s 
iPad to livestream the Masses. Wright puts the livestream on You Tube and 
links to it on the church’s website after the Mass is over. 
 “We had to make adjustments along the way,” said Johnson. 
“Unfortunately, you can’t make changes during the livestream so you have to 
make changes later and hope for the best the next week.” 
 Audio was a problem at St. Mary’s, partly because of the larger space, 
and when the Mass was celebrated at St. Augustine, lighting was more of an 
issue because of the darker walls. 
 While making Sunday Mass available virtually, the group knew even-
tually the Masses would become public again but with some changes. 
 “All along we kept up with CDC’s (Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention) guidance about sanitizers, social distancing, masks, etc., and we 
were able to get a good supply,” Johnson said. He also signed up with the 
Ohio Energy Management Service to get all of its announcements and guid-
ance as soon as it was released. 
 Father Jim also attended several archdiocese training meetings that 
provided helpful information for the time when public Masses could resume. 
“They provided guidelines and recommendations but not many mandates be-
cause all of the churches are different, he explained.  
 Johnson said the safety teams at St. Mary and St. Augustine took 
measurements at each church to get the social distancing right and walked through everything they would do, checking the 
outside of the buildings as well as the inside. “Once we had a plan in place, we took it to Father Jim and the liturgical teams,” 
he said.   

COVID-19 tests Safety Team’s planning By Dan Darragh  

Facility Manager Dave at front entry to 
church. He keeps the table stocked with 
masks, tissues and hand sanitizer, but the 
fount is empty. Father Jim and Wayne 
Johnson say his assistance in getting 
things ready for the reopening was invalu-
able.  

See Safety Team - page 2 
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Safety Team from page 1 

For the most part, parishioners have adapted to the changes well, Johnson said. Masks are not required to attend Mass, but 
they are strongly recommended. Collection plates are placed at the rear of the church instead of being passed. The sign of 
peace is now a wave and a smile instead of a hug or a hand shake and the chalice is not offered to those taking Communion. 
Social distancing is observed as communicants move up to the altar. 
  All the doors to the church are opened, so no one has to touch them. Upon entering, persons find hand sanitizer and 
tissues, but there is no Holy Water in the baptismal fount. Ushers seat earlier arrivals in the middle of the rows, so others 
don’t have to climb over them when they arrive, and if someone seated in the middle has to leave during the service, those 
on the outside are asked to move out into the aisle to let them pass. Families can sit  
together but are kept social distanced from other families. 
 The downstairs can be used if there is overflow upstairs, so no one who comes will be turned away from Mass. 
Asked if there had been some resistance from some parishioners to all the changes, Johnson said they have been minimal. 
“We have strong Christian community at St. Mary and our parishioners are happy to be back,” he said.  Father Jim said 
some of the changes that had to be made likely will remain even when things return to normal. For instance, it is likely that 
streaming and then posting the 10:30 a.m. Mass will continue.  People will realize they can still come to the Mass virtually 
if they are not feeling well, instead of feeling obligated to come and possibly make others sick as well. 
 What were adjustments to keep parishioner safe from the coronavirus will become an opportunity for the church to 
move forward. 

Adventure to India    By Mary Jo Haynes 

 A few days before our departure to India, we met Father Manning at 
the fountain in the entry of St. Mary of the Assumption following mass.  
There he gave us a blessing for our travel to India and wished us safety for 
our return.  In his parting comments, he reminded us that “There will be 
many things you can’t control.  It may be a test.” He could not have been 
more right! 
 A little background…In late 2019 I accepted a work assignment to 
spend 90 days in India, giving instruction on manufacturing ERP concepts to 
two groups of Support and R&D employees located at our Bangalore, India 
office.   I was excited for the challenge of teaching and the adventure of 
spending extended time in India.  My husband, Ron, agreed that he would 
travel with me and we could navigate all of the challenges together.  Starting 
in 2008, I travelled to India every 2 years to provide guidance, management, 
and mentorship to the R&D teams working in my products.  I had made six 
trips to Bangalore during that time and this would be #7.  During my earlier 
trips, I had such a positive experience being introduced to the Indian culture, 
enjoying the food, seeing and appreciating the Hindu faith, and understanding 
all of it from the perspective of my colleagues who were living it (not from a 
tour guide).  This trip would be an avenue to learn even more.  
 Learning how to live again…We spent two weeks luxuriating in a 
hotel before we moved into a flat nearby.  What a challenge!  After touring 
several places, we selected a high-rise apartment with open air balconies and 
lots of light.  Basic essentials only: a washing machine…but no dryer; a small 
refrigerator with a freezer (a blessing to be able to make our own ice cubes); 
drinking water from a 5 gallon jug (resupplied for 100 Indian rupees, $2.50 
USD); a nice supply of dishes, glasses, pots and pans…but no hot water in the 
kitchen sink; a gas cooking range…but no oven; a hot pot for heating water…
but no coffee maker; a few small appliances such as a rice maker and a juicer; 
a television…but no access to US broadcasting.  Our biggest surprise was about 20 minutes after we arrived, suddenly we 
heard a distinctively loud train whistle…yes, it was so close we could see it below.   Every 20 minutes, day and night, we grew 
accustomed to that sound.   Ultimately, we had little control and had to figure out a way to adapt.   
 Now for the food…Before arriving at the flat we enjoyed many nice Indian meals at the hotel and particularly enjoyed 
the South Indian coffee.  Relatively spicy food was on the menu for every meal, including breakfast.  We had an unpleasant 
experience with both of us getting extremely ill on our first weekend there, due to the food/water, so we proceeded with a lot 
of caution and had no further challenges.  As a result, we experienced the medical system…which was fairly efficient and in-
expensive for our simple requirements.  Once we moved into the flat, food foraging became a daily activity.  We made fre-
quent trips to the fruit and vegetable wagon outside the building for fresh melons, bananas, pineapples, and so forth.     

The Haynes at the Monolithic Stone 
Chariot at Hampi 

See India - page 3 
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 The mantra was “only get what you can carry and bring your own bag”.  For bigger trips we walked ½ mile to a 
store that we learned only carried vegetarian items, but we were able to get well supplied there.  Another store required an 
Uber trip, but provided better options including chicken.  Getting so much as one meal on the table was quite an accomplish-
ment!  Our landlord provided some Indian breakfast and dinner options, which we enjoyed frequently, and supplemented 
with our own dishes.   With respect to the food, we enjoyed many new tastes and dishes, and adapted as best we could.    
 And Sunday mass…once we ascertained the right timing for an English mass, we setup the driver to take us to St. 
Francis Xavier’s Cathedral.  They only provided about 5 minutes between services, so people pushed their way in…and out.  
No hymnals were used and words to the songs were displayed electronically on a projection screen.  Music was really nice, 
much like guitar mass from the 70’s.  Some very nice voices!   From my prior trips they had upgraded to padded kneelers; 
what a relief as the wood kneelers are tough to adapt to.   Communion was less organized, with people just going forward 
randomly and hovering in a semi-circle around the Eucharistic minister,  with most accepting the host on the tongue instead 
of the hand.   Incense was used during every mass and following the end of the service, the priest processed back in with the 
Eucharist for adoration.  The rituals of the Catholic faith are surprisingly standardized across the world, and certainly facili-
tates the adjustment to the environment.   
 Learning about the Hindu faith… We visited many Hindu temples in the local area, appreciating the culture of 
many of the local people.  The Hindu faith is part of the fabric of this vastly populated country.  Hinduism is both pantheis-
tic (equating God with the universe) and poly-
theistic (myriad gods and goddesses personi-
fying aspects of the one true God) allowing 
people many ways to worship based on tradi-
tion, regional practices, and community.  The 
Hindu trinity includes Brahma (the Creator), 
Vishnu (the Preserver), and Shiva (the De-
stroyer), and generally holds a belief in the 
doctrines around the continuous cycle of life, 
death, and reincarnation as well as karma, the 
universal law of cause and effect.  The belief 
and philosophy is that all creatures have a 
soul, and all are part of the supreme soul.   
 Travelling outside the city… On sev-
eral weekends we joined some of my col-
leagues on trips around south India.  My col-
leagues were eager to plan outings and it was 
only limited by our ability to endure.  Trips 
required road travel, with rough roads and 
challenging traffic, for 6 to 8 hours.  Food 
stops and lodging were carefully selected by 
my fellow employees and the driver.   We 
spent one very hectic weekend visiting Ham-
pi, a truly fascinating and beautifully boldered 
and rugged landscape amidst a 14th century 
city originally built by the Vijaynagar Empire 
and later pillaged and destroyed in 1565.  The Hindu architecture and the history of this special place makes it a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site.  On our second big weekend trip, we visited Belur and Halebid, 11th to 14th century Hoysala temples, 
with incredibly detailed and beautiful architecture.  During our visit to Belur we saw a ceremony where turmeric water was 
poured onto the Vishnu idol and then covered with turmeric powder.  Our overnight stay was in Chikmagalur, an area well 
known for its coffee, lush green mountains, and serene environment.  All of our travels required that we put our trust into the 
people we were travelling with….the driver, my colleagues…who cheerfully shared the many sights of which they were his-
torically knowledgeable and culturally proud. 
 The abrupt ending…With coronavirus reeling around the world by mid-March it became a significant concern.  
Offices, shops, restaurants, groceries closed and the city shutdown the weekend before we departed.   With a 12 hour book-
pack-and-go window, we were able to get on one of the last flights out of Bangalore on March 20.  We arrived back home 
safely and hunkered in for a 2 week period of quarantine.  Coronavirus had been the great equalizer, with all people around 
the world experiencing the same concerns, the same fear, the same precautions.  We were thankful to have had the experi-
ence and extremely grateful to have returned when we did, under conditions over which we had little or no control. 
 Mary Jo Haynes is a parishioner at St. Mary of the Assumption and was employed by Aptean in Alpharetta,  
Georgia, but retired recently.  She and her husband Ron live in Springboro.  

(L-R) Vivek Agrawal (a colleague),  the Haynes, and their  
driver, Nagraj at Chennakeshava Temple at Belur. 

India from page 2 
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 The “Year of Lifting Others Up” theme for the Catch the Building Spirit (CtBS) 2020 home build is perfect for 
these uncertain times.  One thing is certain with CtBS, the 2020 home build is underway and it will lift up its partner 
family and all involved. 

 Catch the Building Spirit is a partnership of Catholic and 
Presbyterian churches working in cooperation with Habitat for 
Humanity of Greater Dayton to fund and build a house for a part-
nering family. St. Mary of the Assumption is in its 4th year of join-
ing this collaborative effort to help low-income families obtain 
affordable housing.   

 In its 28th year, the CtBS 2020 home build site is 6718 
Sandy Drive in Trotwood, OH.  The partner family, Ira and Terese 
Compton and their three children can be seen working at the site 
of their soon to be dream home. Ira works as a parts inspector for 
a major shipping company for 12 years and Terese has been em-
ployed 10 years as a full-time home health care aide.  The Comp-
ton family completed 525 “sweat equity” hours on another partner 
family home and was selected by Habitat for Humanity of Greater 
Dayton for the CtBS 2020 home. They will sign a mortgage for 
this home when it is completed, paying principal only for the val-
ue of the home. 

 When the pandemic hit the area in mid-March, funding, volunteers, materials, timing all changed and in some 
cases came to a halt.  But that didn’t stop Habitat for Humanity of Greater Dayton from collaborating with CtBS to ar-
rive at a new strategy for making the 28th build possible. “Due to the pandemic, many churches couldn’t fundraise so 
we could not guarantee the necessary dollars to get started,” shares Deacon Roger Duffy, co-chair of the CtBS Board of 
Trustees.   “Habitat wanted to continue to partner and see the 2020 home become a reality so they said whatever fund-

ing we could raise, they would work with it and combine re-
sources to move forward .”   

 The Covid-19 pandemic didn’t stop the building spirit. 
Usually work begins on the home Memorial Day weekend with 
a goal of mid-September completion and dedication.  This 
year, the 2020 home build kickoff ceremony to bless the home, 
family, and volunteers took place Friday, June 19.  St. Mary’s 
volunteers and others moved 54 wall panel components from 
Habitat to the build site on a hot Saturday, June 20. Then CtBS 
volunteers set the exterior walls, erected and sheathed the roof 
trusses to enclose the roof, and installed the windows & doors 
to ensure a secure house.  Habitat for Humanity of Greater 
Dayton selects a suitable site for building, provides building 
permits, coordinates building supplies, and interviews, selects 
and trains candidate families. With many older CtBS volun-
teers vulnerable to the coronavirus, they had to pass the manag-
ing of construction on to Habitat who will lead this year’s build 

– and volunteers can help each day. A team effort in so many ways. 
Corporate sponsors were an important piece to the finding this year.  “I have been involved with CtBS since 1997 and it 
never gets old to watch how God provides the means and volunteers just when we need it.  The different tasks, skills, 
materials, funding, it all comes together.  The work gets done and it is rewarding for everyone,” said Deacon Roger. 
 

 Catch the Building Spirit invites you to join the build site work or look through many other ways to help listed 
on the website.  In keeping with the Governors Covid-19 directives, the CtBS website states that at this time a maxi-
mum of six volunteers at the build site are permitted to maintain social distance. Other precautions in line with keeping 
health and safety first are priority.   
 

 To volunteer, signup at https:/daytonhabitat.org./how-to-help/volunteer.html.  Learn more about this year’s 
build and make a donation at https:/catchthebuildingspirit.org.  

The Year of Lifting Up Others  By Kathleen Garnica 

Catch the Building Spirit 2020 Home on 6718 
Sandy Drive in Trotwood  

The CtBS Partner Family Ira and Terese Compton  
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 When churches closed mid-March due to the Covid-19 pandemic, many church groups ceased meeting as well, but 
not the St. Mary High School Youth Ministry.  Quick to learn new technology and forced to use it for school, the high 
school youth group took to virtual Zoom meetings to keep the fellowship and faith sharing going during a time of confusion 
and quarantine.  With young adult leaders already in place, teens met in small virtual groups.  “At the height of the quaran-
tine, we had 40 teens participating but virtual exhaustion started to creep in,” shares Jeffrey Kremer, director of youth and 
young adult ministry at St. Mary of the Assumption.  “Our teens 
missed everything about being together face to face; they missed live 
discussions, adoration, prayer and social time.”   
 Before Covid-19, the High School Youth Ministry was gearing 
up for the 2020 Catholic Heart Workcamp summer mission trip, the 
Steubenville Youth Conference and their regular Sunday meetings after 
the 6 pm Mass.  Canceled, canceled, closed. 
   So how does a youth minister maintain a sense of community 
in the midst of a quarantine?  “Within one week of the crisis, the Arch-
diocese Office for Youth Evangelization and Discipleship held a Zoom 
meeting with about 40 youth ministers from across the diocese, to  
share approaches and thoughts. They’ve continued to offer virtual for-
mation for youth ministers each week, so we can check-in and com-
municate with each other,” said Kremer. “They also quickly transi-
tioned some of the larger in-person events on their calendar into a vir-
tual format. It is inspiring to see how each of us are in solidarity with 
each other right now; recognizing that this is a very difficult time for youth, but also offering opportunities to gather as a 
community of faith and fellowship.” 
Now that public Masses have resumed, the High School Youth are meeting outside on the beautiful grounds of the church 
and back to their original time on Sundays from 7--8:30 p.m., weather permitting.  While certain restrictions are still in 
place, meeting outdoors allows for plenty of space for every teen, even new members.   All rising freshman to graduating 
seniors are welcome.  
  Macy Stephens, senior at Springboro High School, says, “I love that St. Mary’s high school ministry works to in-
clude anyone and everyone. Our leaders prioritize social time and getting to know one another, making the deep conversa-
tions and discussions more comfortable and meaningful. Growing closer to God while spending time with great friends is 
such a special experience!” Other group members tell why they enjoy being part of the St. Mary High School Ministry. 
To join the High School Youth Ministry or to find out more information about the program,  contact Jeffrey Kremer at 937-
557-1711 ext.103 or email: jeffreyk@stmaryassumption.church  
 

 

High School Youth Ministry Staying Connected During 
the Pandemic  By Kathleen Garnica 

Erin Coates, senior, Lebanon High School 

 “The best part about St. Mary’s high school ministry are the relationships that are built through 
Christ. We pray together, we talk about topics that are hard to grasp the true meaning of togeth-
er, we do mission work together, we grow closer to God together. St. Mary’s high school min-
istry has helped me find where I belong socially and spiritually.” 

John Richert, Springboro High School 2020 graduate 

“One of the many things I love about St. Mary’s is how open and connected the youth group is 
and how it allows for many relationships with others to be built.” 

Justin Wright, junior, Springboro High School 

“I love how open everyone is.  Coming here is relaxing and it’s easy to feel welcome.” 
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Patriotic Rosary by Jay Lees 
 St. Mary of the Assumption held its 7th annual Patriotic Rosary on July 
4th eve.  Traditionally, we gather outside and pray the Rosary but this year the 
temperature outside was nearly 100 degrees so approximately 80 people were 
moved inside to the church basement.  A group from Incarnation Church first 
introduced the Patriotic Rosary to St. Mary in 2014 and has continued to cele-
brate with us every year.  This year the following churches and their representa-
tives participated in the readings:  Jenny Belokonny from Incarnation, Elizabeth 
Braun from St. Mary, Amy Zimmer from St. Augustine, Charles Ormsby repre-
senting the Knights of Columbus from St. Mary, and Father Alex from St. Igna-
tius.   
 The Patriotic Rosary was written in 1995 by a man who wishes to be 
known only as “A Friend of Medjugorje.” It includes all prayers of the Rosary 

with excerpts of writings by George Wash-
ington, John Adams, James Iredell, Jede-
diah Morse, and General Robert E. Lee.  
Each decade is dedicated to a branch of our 
government and a Hail Mary is said for ten 
States and every soul in that State and concludes with a patriotic song. 
 St. Mary has a group that prays the Patriotic Rosary every Friday after 
8 a.m. Mass.  Incarnation Church  has a group that meets on the first Monday 
of each month at 7 a.m. Everyone is welcome to join either group at any time 
to pray for our Country. 
 A video of this year’s Patriotic Rosary is available on St. Mary’s Face-
book page.  Additional information about the Patriotic Rosary is on line at 
Mej.net. 


