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Bells of St. Mary 

 Calling all to Community 

Girl Scouts Marian Metal Grows Into New Mary Garden  
By Kathleen Garnica 

 After a year of growing in faith and knowledge of our Blessed Mother 
Mary, careful planning and creative fundraising, the new Mary Garden near 
our church ponds is ready for visitors.  The Girl Scout Troup 32611 started 
the journey over a year ago with earning the Marian Metal which became the 
springboard for three of the young ladies to choose creating a Mary Garden 
for their Silver Award project.  At the center of the garden stands the relocat-
ed Mary statue with a new trellis overhead, over 30 Mary garden plantings 
and a donated stone bench to frame this peaceful place of prayer.   
 The Archdiocese of Cincinnati’s Office of Youth Evangelization and 
Discipleship supports the Girl Scouts USA spiritual journeys by administering 
religious recognitions for Catholic youth in Girl Scouts.  Spring 2019, Troup 
32611 began the year long process of working toward the Marian Metal.  
With five 8th grade girls, several of whom have been scouting together since 
Kindergarten, and a unified desire to grow closer to our Blessed Mother, they 
began the detailed process outlined and reviewed by the Archdiocese.   
 According to the Archdiocese of Cincinnati website, Mary, the First 
Disciple (Marian Religious Metal), is designed for students in grades 6-8. The 
program teaches them more about Mary, and about themselves. They meet Mary in Scripture as a young teenager, follow 
her journey, and watch her grow into the woman known as the Mother of God. A step-by-step guide for adults contains de-
tailed instructions for guiding students through the program. The companion prayer card encourages young people and their 
families to ask for Mary’s intercession for openness to all the possibilities God has in store for them.    
 With this structure in mind, Justina Whiteley and Lydia Denslow, both longtime leaders for Troup 32611, organized 
4 retreats plus field trips all focusing on growing closer to Mary.  “We went to the UD Marian Library; we visited the Maria 
Stein Shrine of the Holy Relics, prayed the Station of the Cross; we camped at Camp Stoneybrook and held day long retreats 
at Incarnation,” said Whiteley. “ Each chapter of the book had a theme like Who is Mary? Or a Day in the Life of Mary and 
we worked that theme into individual scrapbooks to personally relate to Mary. Mary was between 13-15 years of age when 
the angel of the Lord appeared to her.  Same age as these girls!”   
 It was from the time spent with our Blessed Mary on those retreats that three of the girls were inspired to create a 
Mary Garden on St. Mary of the Assumption property for their Silver Award project.  Once permission was granted and a 
location selected by Father Manning after consultation with staff and parish council, next steps took hold.  The design of the 
garden was approved and research and selection of plantings representative of Mary gardens followed.  
 The creative fundraiser allowed parishioners to get involved by purchasing prayer rocks which will be personalized 
by the girls and placed at Mary’s feet.  The prayer rocks were sold after Masses outside the church and was a huge success.  
“Thank you to everyone who stopped by to purchase a prayer rock.  We raised $902 which enabled us to purchase the plant-
ings and lighting.  The Knights of Columbus helped us too in purchasing the trellis and base,” says Whiteley.  
 On Saturday, September 12, with the help of some members of the Men’s Fellowship group, the girls sanded, 
washed and repainted the Mary Statue, planted all the flowers and reseated the stone bench.  The girls chose purple bloom-
ing plants symbolizing the royalty of Mary, Queen of Peace, Mother of God.  They purchased lavender, butterfly bushes, 
crocus, day lilies and mums accented by boxwoods and planted on both sides of the trellis where wisteria will soon grow up 
and around it.  The dedication of the garden was October 4th at the 10:30 am Mass.  
  

The Mary Garden takes shape during planting day 
September 8 as Girl Scouts and Men's Fellowship 
group work together.  

See GARDEN  page 2 
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GARDEN from page 1 

Girl Scout Silver Award project members Elizabeth Sterns, Anna 
Sommers and Celeste Whiteley sell prayer rocks for the Mary 
Garden fundraiser.  

 What is the hope for the Mary Garden?  “Our hope is to provide a place of peaceful prayer for our church family and 
the community. Now more than ever, we need Mary’s intercessory prayers.  We want to honor Mary’s intercessory prayers.  
We want to honor Mary’s role in salvation history and her continued role of pointing us to Christ for grace and healing,” says 
Whiteley. “I am so proud of all the hours of planning and hard work the girls did for this project.  It’s a gift for all.”  

John and Mary Sillies stop to pray before attending 
Thursday Night Scripture Study.  

Year Round RCIA By Dan Darragh 

 People who would like to become a Catholic no longer have to wait until fall to begin their RCIA (Rite of Christian 
Invitation for Adults) formation. 
 Chris Stier, coordinator of religious education at St. Mary of the Assumption, says the move to year-round formation 
took place about a year ago and “was to help seekers begin their faith journey as soon as they felt a calling or desire.” 

 “Before the change, sessions began in late summer and RCIA was conducted like an academic school year, with four 
quarters (or stages) concluding with initiation during Holy Week,” Stier explains. “Now, there can be multiple Catechumen-
ate groups at different stages meeting at the same time.”   He says that is because developing any relationship, especially a 
supernatural relationship with Jesus Christ, and deciding to become a Catholic can’t be conducted like a school class and op-
erate on a timetable. 
 The first stage for individuals is Inquiry where seekers hear the basic proclamation of the Gospel (Kerygma), receive 
foundational catechesis, and have the opportunity to ask questions. Currently, Inquiry sessions take place on Tuesdays from 6 
to 7:15 p.m. and are repeated quarterly (three times per year). Interested persons do not have to make a commitment and can 
join at any time.  If seekers discern they want to move forward on a path to join the Church, they enter the Catechumenate 
phase. Teaching sessions for catechumens are currently held from 7:15-8:30 p.m. on Tuesdays in the Parish Center. 
 “It’s like an apprenticeship,” says Stier. “After the Resurrection seekers lived with families or individuals who had 
accepted Christ and were able to see how Christians lived and if they were willing to make the same commitment.” This helps 
the catechumens discern whether they want to accept Christ’s invitation to his way of life. In the early Church, the name 
“catechumen” referred to someone who had not yet been initiated into the sacred mysteries but was undergoing a course of 
preparation.  Currently, the catechumens take “A Biblical Walk Through the Mass” study program where they “tour” the lit-
urgy as they explore the biblical roots of the words and gestures Catholics experience at Mass and learn about their signifi-
cance. They also learn the history of the Church.  
 There is also a 33-day “do-it-yourself retreat” to Marian consecration where catechumens learn about the church 
through studying the writings of four giants of Marian spirituality: St. Louis de Montfort, St. Maximilian Kolbe, Mother Tere-
sa of Calcutta and Pope John Paul II. 
 The final stage of RCIA prior to initiation is the period of Purification & Enlightenment.  During this period the focus 
becomes a stronger emphasis on the spiritual and mystical life in preparation for the sacraments, according to the Association 
of Catechumenal Ministry. “This phase usually coincides with Lent and enables catechists to shift the focus of teaching from 
learning about the faith to reflection and meditation. Before they receive the sacrament of initiation “the elect must have the 
intention of achieving an intimate knowledge of Christ and his Church, and they are expected to progress in self-knowledge 
through examination of their lives and true repentance,” 

 “Due to COVID-19 and the suspension of live Sunday Masses over the Easter period this year, the initiation Mass 
was held on the Feast of Corpus Christi,” Stier said. 
 To learn more about the RCIA program, persons are asked to contact Stier at (937) 557-17111, Ext. 102 or 
chriss@stmaryassumption.church. 
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A Very Special Window - The Immaculate Conception 
of Mary  By  Bill Roberts  

Editor’s Note: This is the first in a series of stories that will appear in future editions of The Bells, delving into the history 
and meaning of the stained glass windows at St. Mary of the Assumption Church. Special thanks to Harriet Foley for her 
assistance with the article.  

 Walking into the new church for first time four years ago was impressive.  Those who worked so hard to preserve 
the highlights of the Franklin church hit their mark.  Case in point is the Immaculate Conception of Mary window flanked by 
two ornamental windows behind the main alter, above the Tabernacle.   In the Franklin church those windows were high on 
the wall above the main altar.   
 The window shows the Blessed Virgin standing on a serpent.  It is meant to show Mary’s victory over the devil, in 
order to be pure enough to become the mother of Christ, conceived free from original sin with the purest holiness and inno-
cent soul.  The stars above her head are meant to show she is in continuity with the original people of God, the 12 patriarchs 
of the tribes of Israel, and the renewed people of God, the 12 Apostles.   
 The crescent moon under Mary’s feet represents her miraculous conception and birth and signifies her glory and vic-
tory over time and space.  The lilies and rose under Mary’s left foot symbolizes her love, virginity and purity.   
 The original canvas painting of the Immaculate Conception of Mary was done by artist Giovanni Battista Tiepolo.   
He was commissioned by King Charles III of Spain in March 1776 to capture the scene on canvas for placement in the 
Church of Saint Pascual in Aranjuez, Spain.  The church was under construction as part of a Franciscan monastery, which 
would later be converted into a convent for the Conception nuns.  
 In 1854, Pope Pius IX declared the painting represented the Immaculate Conception of Mary, as he proclaimed that 
the Virgin Mother was conceived without original sin.   The painting was transferred from the Church of Saint Pascual in 
1827 to the Prado Museum in Madrid, Spain, where it remains on display today.  
 The Immaculate Conception window and the accompanying decorative windows were installed in the Franklin 
church in 1913, the year the church was built.   They were donated by Peter and Maggie Foley in memory of Maggie’s fa-
ther, Bernard Doyle who died in 1903.  They paid $100 for the stained glass window out of funds from her late father’s es-
tate.  
 The stained glass windows above the entry doors of the Franklin church were also installed in 1913.  Those win-
dows are located above the three main doors in the Springboro church.  The original windows were crafted by Riordan and 
Ruckel Art Glass Company of Cincinnati.  Today the Company is the oldest stained glass window providers in the country, 
with a new name, BeauVerre Riordan Studios, and a new location at 1054 Central Street in Middletown.   Those windows 
would be the only stained glass windows placed in the church from the Riordan and Ruckel Company.     
 In May of 1913, Father Nicholas Schneider became pastor of the parish and would be pastor for the next 54 years.   
Having migrated from Germany to Cincinnati with his family at age 7, he had a bias for German craftsmanship.   
This might have account for his ordering the remaining windows for the church from the Zettler Company of Munich, Ger-
many, in March 1915.   In the midst of World War I (1914-1918), the company was forced to store the windows for safe 
keeping until after the war.  



4 

 

 

Adult Faith Formation Scripture Study Continues 
Amid COVID Pandemic By Bill Roberts 

 Until the mid-20th century, the custom for individuals to read the Bible 
and interpret it was a hallmark of the Protestant churches.  That changed in 1943 
when Pope Pius XII issued the encyclical Divino Afflante Spiritu (inspired by the 
Holy Spirit), encouraging Catholics to study and interpret Scripture.  Then in the 
early 1960s, The Second Vatican Council allowed Mass to be celebrated in each 
country’s native language, further encouraging Catholics to study Scripture, while 
making the Mass more meaningful to its participants. 
 

 St Mary of the Assumption Adult Faith Formation ministry offers two par-
ish-wide studies per year, the first in the fall to take parishioners into the season 
of Advent and the second near the beginning of Lent to help participants prepare 
for Easter.   
 

 With a new strategy to extend the Scripture study offerings and connect 
parishioners with the RCIA catechumens, the plan includes smaller group pro-
grams with more times available in the fall of 2020.  There are options for differ-
ent studies on both Tuesday and Thursday evenings.  But, as could be said lately 
in many cases in our lives, the plan had to be altered due to the pandemic.     
 

 As COVID-19 cut the spring session short, organizers were able to put 
safety protocols in place so the fall study -- Jesus: the Way, the Truth and the Life 
— was able to begin in a timely manner.  With 27 participants, small group ses-
sions are kept to five or six who are appropriately spaced apart, as is the large group session at the beginning and 
end of each of the evening’s program.     
 

 Participants were provided with instructions on where and how to purchase their own materials from As-
cension Press to eliminate the need for a check-in line.  In addition, Ascension Press partnered with Thinkific to 
provide the flexibility of immediate digital access to the workbook and videos if the sessions need to pivot to 
online study due to a change with COVID.   
 

 The parish also subscribes to an online service—Formed.org—offering parishioners endless options for 
Catholic content in the safety of their home and at their convenience, during these unusual times. 
 

 Chris Stier, coordinator of religious education, with parishioner Kathleen Garnica work together to plan 
and facilitate the studies.  They select and coordinate the studies with the help of Father Manning, the parish Edu-
cation Commission, as well as Catholic publishers.  And they use the input of past attendees who are surveyed 
after each study, using their concerns and suggestions as part of the process in designing the next study.     
 

 Participants prepare at home prior to each week’s session using a study guide/workbook that provides an 
overview of the session with references to Bible passages.   Then there are questions for the participants to answer 
to assist them in developing their thoughts on the session’s teaching.  
 

 “The Bible studies and faith formation content are created by some of the very best lay and religious 
scholars.  They are structured so the programs can be facilitated, not taught, creating a more open environment for 
learning and sharing insights,” says Stier.  
 

 The weekly sessions are usually 90 minutes. They start with a prayer and an introduction to the evening’s 
session, followed by participants breaking into small groups. These small groups are led by volunteer facilitators 
trained to assure a consistent approach in leading the discussions.   
 

See SCRIPTURE - page 5 
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 “It has been a blessing to witness the Holy Spirit on the move during our studies.  We have seen participants 
grow into the facilitator role as they gain confidence in who they are in Christ - they know they are serving, not 
teaching.  We form bonds as we share insights we receive during our personal preparation time of study and prayer 
with the Lord.  Often what a participant shares in their small group is exactly what other members needed to hear. 
God is so good,” says Garnica. 
  

 After small group sessions, the attendees re-gather to watch a video that brings together all of the topics dis-
cussed during that session.  “The format for each of the studies I attended worked well for me,” said attendee Scott 
Frederick.  “It provides the professional presentation of the subject along with sharing each individual participant’s 
experience and thoughts on the subject.  I particularly liked the video presentations which gave the historical back-
ground and meaning to the verses we were studying.”    
 

 Recent studies included: Daring to Walk the Walk; A Biblical Walk with the Blessed Mother; The Turning 
Point; Living in the Power of the Holy Spirit; The Seven Last Words of Christ; and Symbolon: The Catholic Faith 

Explained.   “The programs are excellent,” reflects Jacqueline Francis who attend-
ed several of the studies. “Chris and Kathleen choose studies that are user friendly 
and reflective so participants can grow in their faith, while the material sparks live-
ly discussion in the small group. The video section of the study brings it together 
with an easy to digest extension of the study.” 

 

 Enthusiasm for the Bible study, which blends Scripture study with open 
discussion by participants, has caused the program to grow.  From several dozen 
participants in early programs to 80 and 71 participants for the last two programs, 
participants enthusiastically share their thoughts on what they learned and how 
they can put them into action in their daily life.  
 

 It’s a parish program with a mission to help us make the Bible come alive 
in our daily life.   A mission best summed up by a quote by Pope Francis at the 
50th anniversary of the Catholic Biblical Federation on April 26, 2019, “The Bible 
is not a beautiful collection of sacred books to study — it is the Word of Life to be 
sown.”  
 

SCRIPTURE from page 4 
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Memorial for Unborn Children Has New 

New Home at St. Mary of the Assumption by Jay Lees 

 The Knights of Columbus Memorial for the 

Unborn Children has been cleaned and moved to a 

new permanent location on the grounds of St. Mary 

of the Assumption Church. 

  This move took place on the National Day 

of Remembrance for Aborted Children, Sept. 12.  

Council 14400 of the Knights members worked to 

relocate the Memorial for Unborn Children to a 

permanent home near the new Marian Prayer Gar-

den. They extended special thanks to Marv Harts-

field, Bob Clemens, Greg Spanjers and Matt White-

ley who did the “heavy lifting.”   

 The Memorial Marker was a gift from the 

Knight’s Ladies Auxiliary in 2011 and installed on 

the south side of the church in Franklin.  It was 

moved to Springboro in 2016 after the dedication of the new church to its temporary location by the patio, overlook-

ing the ponds. The Knights also noted the hard work of Michele Trainer, Past Grand Knight Rick Trainer, Mary 

Spears and Past Grand Knight George Spears who installed the original memorial at the Franklin church. 


