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MOVING IN/OUT:  Let us know as soon as 
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Hours: Mon.−Fri. 9:00 AM−4:30 PM (Other times by appointment.) 

 

LITURGIES  

Sunday: 10:00 AM (English), 12:30 PM (Spanish) 

Monday to Saturday: 8:15 AM (English) 

Thursday: 7:00 PM (Spanish) (Miraculous Medal Novena at 7:30 PM)  

Holy Days: Consult Bulletin 

 

RECONCILIATION (Confessions) 

20 minutes before each weekend Mass, or anytime upon request. 

 

BAPTISMS: Parents and Godparents must participate in a Baptismal 

Preparation program, and the parents must be registered parishioners 

at Holy Cross. Please call our office for the date of the next available 

program. Do not choose a date for baptism before consulting with the 

pastor. Sponsors must present a letter of recommendation from their 

parish. 

 

MATRIMONY: Call the parish office at least six months before the 

wedding date to make arrangements and receive our guidelines. 

 

Recommendation letters: A letter of recommendation to 

act as sponsor will be issued to those registered, baptized and 

confirmed Catholic parishioners who regularly practice their faith. 

 

SICK AND HOMEBOUND: Call the parish office anytime in  

    an emergency. We will visit, with the sacraments, those at  

    home. 

Serving the people of the historic parishes of  

Holy Cross and Immaculate Conception. 



SCRIPTURE FOR TODAY’S LITURGY 

3rd Sunday in Lent (Cycle A) 

Reading 1: The Lord provides water for the Israelites in 

the desert. (Exodus 17:3-7) 

Reading 2: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us. (Romans 5:1-2, 5-8) 

Gospel: Jesus tells the woman at the well, “)whoever 

drinks the water I shall give will never thirst.” (John 

4:4-42) 

Note: The usual readings for the Mass for the year 2021 are from 

Cycle B. At the Holy Cross Sunday Masses, however, from the 3rd 

Sunday in Lent to the Easter Vigil, the Cycle A readings are being 

used, to coordinate with the Rite for the Catechumens. 

 

MASS SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday, March 7—3rd Sunday of Lent 

 10:00 AM Randy Misita by Mom, Dad & Sister 

 12:30 PM Tomas Peñalbert by Holy Cross RCIA Group 

 

Monday, March 8—St. John of God 

 8:15 AM Gregory Dudek by Nancy Cannizzaro 

 

Tuesday, March 9—St. Frances of Rome 

 8:15 AM Alfonso & Josephine Amico by Estate of 

Josephine Ervolina 

 

Wednesday, March 10 

 8:15 AM Ralph Spagnuolo by Amelia Spagnuolo 

 

Thursday, March 11 

 8:15 AM open intention 

 7:00 PM For the People of Holy Cross 

 7:30 PM Miraculous Medal Novena 

 

Friday, March 12 

 8:15 AM Living & Deceased Members of the Pera 

Family by Tom S. Pera 

 

Saturday, March 13 

 8:15 AM open intention 

 4:30 PM NO MASS 

 

Sunday, March 14—4th Sunday of Lent 

 10:00 AM Vincent Andreana by Dan & Elba Figueroa 

 12:30 PM John Ponce by wife, Teresa Ponce 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK— William Fuentes, 

Franklin Schweitzer, Josephine Licata, Aurea Marie 

Diaz Cruz, Salvatore Sperandeo, Anne Uncapher, 

Debbie Plewa, Marina Dones, Philip Christopher 

 

LOTTERY WINNERS 

February 21  #290 Unsold 

February 22  #526 Unsold 

February 23  #797 Unsold 

February 24  #598 Mary Rizzo 

February 25  #734 Unsold 

February 26  #312 Rose Marie Verso 

February 27  #345 Unsold 

 

STATEMENTS OF CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 2020: To 

receive a copy of your church contributions for 2020, please 

call the rectory office. The office hours are Monday to Friday, 

9 AM to 4:30 PM. The phone number is 847-6930. We will 

mail a copy to you. 
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THIS WEEK AT HOLY CROSS 

Sunday, March 7 

• Masses—10:00 AM & 12:30 PM—in Church (live 

streamed) 

• Sagrado Corazon—1:30 PM—Zoom 

Monday, March 8 

• Baptism Preparation Class—6:00 PM—New Chapel 

• RCIA—6:00 PM to 7:30 PM—Cafeteria 

• Charismatic Prayer Group—7:00 PM—Church 

Tuesday, March 9 

• Spanish Coordinators Meeting—6:00 PM—Zoom 

Friday, March 12 

• Youth Group—7:00 to 9:00 PM—Cafeteria 

Sunday, March 14 

• Masses—10:00 AM & 12:30 PM—in Church (live 

streamed) 
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 SUNDAY OF LENT: In today’s Gospel, the 

dialogue between Jesus and a woman from Samaria is 

among the most lengthy and most theological found in 

Scripture. The initial conversation between Jesus and 

the woman is better understood if we consider the 

importance of water, especially in the climate of Israel. 

At first, the woman understands Jesus’ promise of 

“living water” in a literal sense: “Sir, give me this water, 

so that I may not be thirsty or have to keep coming 

here to draw water.” With no running water, the daily 

trip to the well by the women of the community was of 

paramount importance. The women of the town would 

have traveled to the well in the early morning, but this 

woman came to the well at noon, the hottest time of the 

day. The timing of her visit is a clear sign that she is an 

outcast within the Samaritan community. We learn in 

her conversation with Jesus that she is an outcast 

because of her “many husbands.” Like the Jews, the 

Samaritans believed that a Messiah would come. The 

high point of the conversation is when Jesus reveals 

himself to her as the Messiah. His answer to the 

Samaritan woman’s questions about worship is meant 

to predict a time when worshiping in truth and spirit will 

become the way to worship. After the conversation, the 

Samaritan woman becomes a disciple. Even though 

she is an outcast and not a Jew, she returns to her 

town to lead others to Jesus and to wonder whether 

she has found the Messiah. The Samaritan 

townspeople return with her to meet Jesus for 

themselves, and many are said to come to believe in 

him. The significance of the encounter between Jesus 

and the Samaritan woman has many levels. The first is 

personal: The woman is herself converted to belief in 

Jesus as Messiah because he knows her sin but 

speaks with her just the same. The second is social: 

Having come to know Jesus as the Messiah, the 

Samaritan woman becomes an evangelist to her own 

people. The third level of the story is educational: Jesus 
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uses his encounter with the Samaritan woman to teach 

his disciples that God’s mercy is without limit. The 

conversion of the Samaritan townspeople is a foretaste 

of the kind of open community that will be created 

among those who believe that Jesus is the Messiah. 

(from Loyolapress.com) 

 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES: Catholic Charities maintains 

nine food pantry and outreach centers in Western New 

York. Show your support for these food pantries by 

donating to Appeal 2021. You can make a secure 

online donation at ccwny.org/donation. 

 

CHAPEL: Daily Mass and Thursday evening Mass are 

being celebrated in the new Chapel which has been set 

up in the Cottage. Enter through the Cottage door (red 

door at the top of the concrete steps). 

 

LENT: Abstinence: On Ash Wednesday, Good Friday 

and all Fridays during Lent, Catholics over the age of 

14 abstain from eating meat. It is allowed to eat eggs, 

milk, fish, grains, and fruits and vegetables. Fasting: 

Catholics also are expected to fast on Ash Wednesday 

and Good Friday. Fasting means consuming only one 

full meal a day; two smaller meals are also allowed. 

 

THANK YOU: Thanks to the Oblate Associates for 

holding a raffle of two Sacred Heart pictures recently. 

From this raffle, the Oblate Associates raised $440.00 

for Holy Cross. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS: Gysma Akaic, member of Holy 

Cross Parish, has been named to the 2nd quarter 2020

-2021 Honor Roll at the Buffalo Academy of the Sacred 

Heart. 

 

RCIA AT HOLY CROSS PARISH: For more 

information call Fr. Francisco (716-847-6930) or speak 

with Wanda Peñalbert or Milagros Gonzalez. RCIA/

RICA sessions will be held on Mondays from 6:00 PM 

to 7:30 PM in the Cafeteria. The next session is on 

Monday, March 8, 2021. 

 

BAPTISM PREPARATION: After filling out a Baptism 

Registration form in our office, please schedule an 

appointment for Baptism Preparation Class. Deacon 

Jorge Silva will be teaching Baptism Preparation 

classes at Holy Cross on the second Monday of each 

month. The next baptism class is on Monday, March 8 

at 6:00 PM, in the new chapel (Cottage). 

 

MISSION WITH YOUTH: The next Youth Group 

meeting will be in the Holy Cross Cafeteria, on Friday, 

March 12, from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. For questions, 

call Tania at 261-0892. 

 

BIENVENIDA: Damos la bienvenida a nuestros 

hermanos y hermanas de la parroquia de Holy Angels 

ya cualquiera que esté buscando un hogar en la Iglesia 

Católica. 

 

RICA EN LA PARROQUIA HOLY CROSS: Para más 

información llamar al Padre Francisco Gomez (716-847

-6930) o hablar con Wanda Peñalbert o Milagros 

Gonzalez. Las sesiones de RICA / RICA se llevarán a 

cabo los lunes de 6:00 p.m. a 7:30 p.m. en el Cafeteria. 

 

CAPILLA: Se está celebrando la misa diaria y la misa 

del jueves por la noche en la nueva capilla que se ha 

instalado en la cabaña. Ingrese por la puerta de la 

cabaña (puerta roja en la parte superior de los 

escalones de concreto). 

 

NOTICE FROM THE DIOCESE: Beginning in 2015, The 

Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo, N.Y., 

Inc. (“Foundation”) began soliciting donations to its “Upon 

this Rock” (“UTR”) capital and endowment campaign. The 

UTR campaign raised funds for many purposes, including 

soliciting funds for making essential upgrades to classroom 

facilities and technology of Christ the King Seminary (“CKS”), 

expanding CKS’s role as a center of retreat and religious 

celebration, and establishing an endowment fund for CKS. 

Unfortunately, in early 2020, CKS’s Board of Trustees 

determined that CKS would close at the end of the 2020-

2021 academic year. CKS’s closure will make it impossible 

for the Foundation to use the UTR funds raised for CKS for 

their original intended purposes. However, under New York 

law, when the original purposes for which funds are donated 

become impossible to achieve, those purposes can be 

modified in a manner consistent with original intent by the 

New York State courts. For many years, CKS provided 

education and formation for ordained and lay ecclesial 

ministers in the Diocese of Buffalo and beyond. Accordingly, 

the Foundation has asked the New York State Supreme 

Court for the County of Erie to approve a modification of the 

purposes of UTR funds raised for CKS so that those funds 

can be used to support the education and formation for 

ordained and lay ecclesial ministry in the Diocese of Buffalo, 

as determined in the discretion of the Foundation’s Board. 

     If you have donated to UTR and would like to be heard 

regarding this requested modification, you may send a letter 

to: The Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Buffalo, N.Y., Inc., attention Executive Director, 795 Main 

Street, Buffalo, N.Y. 14203 or an email to 

donor.info@frcdb.org. Copies of letters or email received by 

the Foundation will be provided to the Court. You may also 

make a formal filing in the legal proceeding entitled Matter of 

the Modification of Endowment Funds of The Foundation of 

the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo N.Y., Inc., Erie 

County Index No. 814747/2020. In order for your submission 

to be available for the Court’s consideration, please be sure 

to send any letter or email, or make any filing, no later than 

Friday, April 9, 2021. 
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