
LITURGY SCHEDULE�

Saturday Vigil:�������������������������������4:30 p.m.�

Sunday Mass:�������������������8:45am, 11:15am�

Weekdays:�������8:00 am (Monday thru Friday)�

Tuesday:……6:30 pm St. Jude Novena 

Followed By Mass at 7:00 pm. Anointing Of The 

Sick On The First Tuesday Of Each Month.�

Eucharistic Adoration:Thursday 8:45 ��

                                          Midnight!�

Non Gluten Eucharist Available On Request�

�

Restroom w/changing table located near daily chapel; 

there is another restroom in the west foyer.�

�

CONFESSIONS�

Saturday:���������������������3:45 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.�

PASTORAL TEAM�

Pastor: Rev. Slawomir Siok, SAC�

Office                           Mrs. Cynthia Tripoli�

� � �  Mrs. Debbie Burns�

Faith Formation:          Mrs. Marybeth Simoneit�

Music Leaders:            Mrs. Christy Murty�

�           Mr. Jeff Paterson�

Trustees:                     Miss Janet Furlong�

�                    Mr. Michael Casale�

Parish Council:            Mr. Andrew Touma�

�

PASTORAL CARE OFFICE�

716�283�2238 EXT. 302/301�

Monday through Thursday: �

9:00 a.m.� 4:00 p.m.�

Closed On Friday�

Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  Ext. 308�

Emergency Only ……… 579�4949�

Office ………………..Ext. 302/301�

Faith Formation ………  283�5140 �

                                         Ext. 306�

Community Care / Food Pantry ��

Mrs. Lynn Siegfried …...622�5880                              �

BAPTISMS�

�

Parents should call the Pastoral 

Care Office soon after the birth 

of the child to arrange to attend 

the baptism preparation class, 

held on the last Wednesday of 

each month. Baptisms are 

scheduled for the first and third 

weekend of the month after the 

11:15 or 4:30 Mass, or they can 

be done during the 11:15 or 

4:30 Mass.�

�

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION�

�

Please call the PCO during 

regular office hours to determine 

if you are eligible to receive a 

letter of recommendation.  

Letters of recommendation (to 

act as a sponsor for Baptism or 

Confirmation) may be issued to 

currently registered parishioners 

who attend Mass, are confirmed 

and married in the Church.�

�

�

MARRIAGES�

�

Couples should begin planning 

with the parish at least six 

months prior to the wedding 

date. A marriage program is an 

essential part of the planning 

process.�

�

MINISTRY TO THE SICK�

�

Please contact the Pastoral 

Care Office to arrange for 

pastoral visits for hospitalized or 

homebound parishioners.�

OUR MISSION�

�

St. John de LaSalle is a 

welcoming Roman Catholic 

community that seeks to live the 

Gospel message of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ. We embrace our 

faith and support our members 

through: prayer, worship, 

evangelization, loving service 

and fellowship, life�long 

education and responsible 

stewardship. We are grounded 

in the Sacraments and we place 

the worship of Christ in the 

Eucharist at the center of our 

parish life. In gratitude for our 

many gifts, talents and 

blessings, we respond with 

compassion to the spiritual and 

corporal needs of all.�

Parish Center: 716�283�7916 � Fax: 716�283�7973  �

Email: stjohndelasalle@juno.com �  Website: www.stjohndelasalle.org�

�

8477 Buffalo Avenue � Niagara Falls, New York 14304�

Together in Faith �

Since 1907�

December 12, 

2021�

�

Third Sunday�

Of Advent�

�

�



The Sanctuary Light Burns With Unceasing �

Prayer In Front Of The Blessed Sacrament For 

The Month Of December For The Hansen & �

Burden Families By Sharon!�

�

�
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Third Sunday Of Advent�

Liturgy of the Hours�Seasonal Proper�

�

Saturday, December 11, Saint Damasus I, Pope�

8:00 am  All Souls�

3:45 pm�4:15 am  Confessions�

4:30 pm  Richard Touma (2 year anniversary) by Mar-

garet Touma & Family�

Sunday, December 12, THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT�

8:45 am  Estelle Rosso by Stan & Rosemary Klejdys�

11:15 am  Marjean Leissile by Family�

Monday, December 13, Saint Lucy, Virgin And �

                       Martyr�

8:00 am  Vincent Olscamp by The O’Laughlin Family�

7:00 pm  Penance Service & Confessions�

Tuesday, December 14, Saint John Of The Cross, 

Priest And Doctor Of The Church�

8:00 am  People Of The Parish�

6:30 pm  St. Jude Novena�

7:00 pm  Carol Donato by Family�

Wednesday, December 15, Advent Weekday�

8:00 am  Edward Miodonski by Estate�

Thursday, December 16, Advent Weekday�

8:00 am  Nancy Martinez by The O’Laughlin Family�

8:45 am�Midnight  Eucharistic Adoration�

Friday, December 17, Late Advent Weekday�

8:00 am  Patrick O’Laughlin by Family�

Saturday, December 18, Late Advent Weekday�

8:00 am  All Souls�

3:45 pm�4:15 pm  Confessions�

4:30 pm  Stella & Elmer Maurer by Daughter Patricia�

Sunday, December 19, FOURTH SUNDAY OF �

                       ADVENT�

8:45 am  John Wayda by Family�

11:15 am  Stephen Pochatko by Wife & Sons�

REJOICE IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD!�

      “Shout for joy, O daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, O Israel!” “Rejoice in the 

Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice!” These words from the Prophet Zeph-

aniah and the Letter of St. Paul to the Philippians frame the festive call of 

Gaudete Sunday. Pausing to rejoice may seem a bit of a challenge to some. 

We all grapple with life at times. These struggles can be so overwhelming and 

intense that they rob us of joy and a sense of peaceful wellbeing. Personal, 

corporate, familial, ecclesial, and social conflicts are all too plentiful. We are 

constantly bumping elbows with our weaknesses and sinfulness as well as 

those of the world. Our sad, painful cries reveal our incompleteness.�

      But, if we listen carefully, we can hear within our discomfort God’s call to 

peace, to move beyond and heal the sadness and journey to a better place. 

We yearn for this but are not always clear as to how it can be achieved. God 

is constantly beckoning us to grow and change. Is this not the message of 

Christ? In Christ, God reveals incredible things about who He is and who we 

are. Life’s eternal destiny is made known. He is with us and brightens the 

often dark recesses of human hearts. We have to see ourselves in Christ. The 

source of hope, life, love, faith, and meaning has been revealed.�

      However, accepting God’s invitation stretches us a bit. We have to leave 

old and static ways behind and search for something new. We can even expe-

rience discomfort and anxiety as we move and change. Growing pains are 

more than physical. We do not need to look far for pain and heartache. Our 

mirrors reveal a good measure of it. Our world cries as inflation soars, food 

banks struggle to feed the hungry, the devastating effects of climate change 

continue, the pandemic lingers, political corruption abounds, racial injustice 

persists, and our borders remain unwelcome places of conflict. This partial list 

outlines what is ailing humankind. Add anger, growing resentment, frustration, 

exhaustion, and impatience, and the situation is potentially volatile. Our 

Church, living in the modern world, also feels the effects of the tides of con-

flict, disillusionment, division, and change.�

      Where is God’s invitation being revealed in all that is happening within and 

without? Pope Benedict XVI gives us a hint in his encyclical, Saved in Hope. 

He writes that it is “only the great certitude of hope that my own life and histo-

ry in general, despite all failures, are held firm by the indestructible power of 

Love, and that this gives them meaning and importance, only this kind of hope 

can then give the courage to act and to persevere.” In short, a deep life of 

faith assures us that no matter what or where life brings us, God is still work-

ing. We will not fall apart or fall into despair! Human nature leads us to believe 

that any experience of joy is deferrable to some future time when sadness, 

stress, disharmony, and discontent are no more. Believing this to be true, we 

find ourselves waiting for the day when the lion can actually peacefully lay 

down with the lamb. Until then, we cling to our misery and apathy. We con-

vince ourselves that we are victims and hence, powerless. Today, however, 

we are reminded to rejoice in the Lord “always!” We have to open a path to it 

now, amid unsettling and disturbing situations, and not defer it to the future.�

      We are not finished but are all works in progress. Our faith reminds us that 

creation groans and is in agony. We are all on the path to fulfillment and re-

demption, an assurance revealed to us in the Birth of Christ. Even though life 

moves us to stumble over our weaknesses and sinfulness, we can as Pope 

Benedict reminds us, “open ourselves to truth, to love, to what is good. We 

can free our life and the world from the poisons and contaminations that could 

destroy the present and the future. This makes sense even if outwardly we 

achieve nothing or seem powerless in the face of overwhelming hostile forc-

es.” Discord and suffering are a part of life and often cannot be controlled. But 

we fail to see that what we ultimately seek is something we already have! Do 

we not want the faith that brings the assurance that God has things in His 

care? Do we not wish to have a love that allows us to see the beauty and 

goodness that abounds, even amid heartache and despair? Do we not desire 

to possess the hope that God will bring us to the oneness of His Kingdom 

where all is fulfilled in the blessed presence of Christ? This is why we rejoice 

today. What we seek has already been given to us in Christ. God has pro-

foundly and intimately touched all humanity and all creation. When we journey 

with our friends of faith, hope, and love, then even in the midst of darkness 

and uncertainty, we will experience joy! We will know, beyond doubt, that 

Divine Surprises will come and that lasting peace is our inheritance. This is 

not something we can earn. It is a pure and unconditional gift. God’s perfect 

gift was revealed to us in the birth of Christ. That same gift can be born again 

in each of us. This is the miracle of Christmas.�

      Our celebration today makes perfect sense. Look above and beyond 

whatever is unsettling, disturbing, or hurtful. Leave the fear, uncertainty, and 

anxiety aside, and see God’s truth and the truth of who you are. Rejoice! For-

get about what happens tomorrow and beyond. Deal only with today. The 

future brings its challenges as it unfolds into the present. Control what you 

can and depart from what you cannot. God’s friends, blessed faith, hope, and 

love, are within you. They are His gift. There are no requirements to earn 

them. Accept them as God’s tender, intimate, and loving blessing. Rejoice 

that Someone as beautiful and magnificent as God thinks so highly of you! 

This is what gives life its importance.�

�

Fr. Mark Suslenko�
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Every Week We Need $5500.00 To Cover Our Weekly 

Expenses!�

Regular Collection For December 5, 2021:  $3757.00 

Monthly Collection: $10.00, Utilities: $10.00, Mail: 

$371.00, Debt Reduction: $3228.00, Community Care: 

$207.00, Christmas Flowers: $144.00, Retirement For 

The Religious: $699.00, Children’s: $10.00, 

Immaculate Conception: $95.00, Christmas Offering: 

$25.00. �

Online Giving: 11/29/2021�12/05/2021: Total: $666.00.�

 �

The Second Collection This Week, December 12th, is 

for Our Monthly Sacrifice!�

The Second Collection December 19th, is for Utilities!�

�

Also Please Remember To Use Your Debt Reduction 

Envelopment For December So We May Reach Our 

$40,000 Goal By December 26th! �

To date we have collected,$37,982.00, leaving a 

balance of $2,018.00 left to raise! �

Thank You For Supporting Our Parish!!!�

�

A Penance Service will take place on Monday, December 

13th at 7:00 pm. Several priests will be available to hear 

your confession. Please mark you calendar. You are 

welcome and encouraged to stop every Thursday into the 

Adoration Chapel to spend a moment with Christ in the 

Eucharist. �

�

Schedule For Christmas Masses�

Friday, Christmas Vigil�4:00 pm�

Midnight Mass�Musical Program�11:30 pm�

                          Mass�12:00 am �

Saturday, Christmas Day�8:45 am & 11:15 am�

There will be no Vigil Mass for Sunday, December 26th. �

Please bring your family and visiting friends and 

relatives to celebrate The Birth Of Christ!!�

�

Midnight Mass musical Program�

The musical program before Midnight Mass will be a little 

different this Christmas. Instead of having a musical 

program sung by a choir, we’ll be having a singalong of 

familiar carols. Everyone in attendance will be invited to 

join in the fun. Please join us at 11:30 pm on Christmas 

Eve for a spirited singalong!�

�

Our Bingo Updates:�

We now hold our St. John de LaSalle BINGO in our 

Parish Center on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm. Please let 

your family and friends know of our new location. Bingo is 

one of our highest fundraisers, donating our profits to the 

Church! We are in need of floor workers for the first and 

fourth Tuesday’s of each month. Can you give us 3 hours 

of your time (6:00 pm�9:00 pm) on these Tuesday’s. If 

so, please call Terry at 716�400�4125.�

Thank You For All Your Support!�

Decorating of the Church for Christmas will take place 

on Wednesday, December 22nd at 1:30 pm. Please come 

to help! Any questions please call Penny. Thank You!�

�

Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and Altar Servers 

please stop in the sacristy and sign up for your preference 

to serve at the Christmas Liturgy. Also if you have not yet 

picked up your workbook and prayer books, they are in 

the sacristy for pick�up.�

PRAYER�

Open your heart to receive the gift of joy!�

God has something wonderful,�

Inspiring and exciting for you to do.�

�

Pray with St. Francis:�

“Most high and glorious God,�

Lighten the darkness of my heart �

And give me sound faith, firm hope�

And perfect love.�

�

Let me, Lord, have right feelings�

And knowledge,�

So that I can carry out the task�

That you have given me in truth.”�

�

Christ is born within you.�

You are forever changed.�

Rejoice!�

Amen.�

�

Retirement Fund For Religious!�

Religious give thanks. A sister writes, “Our prayers belong 

most of all to the generous benefactors whose donations have 

made this financial assistance possible.” Thank you for support-

ing last week’s Retirement Fund for Religious collection. Visit 

retiredreligious.org to learn how your gift supports elderly sis-

ters, brothers, and religious order priests.�

�

Sharing the Oplatky!�

The sharing of “Oplatky (ohplaht�kee)” is a wonderful Eastern 

custom, which is celebrated on Christmas Eve during the meal 

following the Vigil Mass. Sharing the Oplatky there is a for-

giveness of all wrongs among the participants and a promise to 

never return to them. “Oplatky”, the Christmas Bread, has been 

blessed and is available to you in church today.�

�

St. John de LaSalle Volunteer Appreciation Dinner!!�

On Sunday, January 9, 2022, at 12:30 pm, we will be having a 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner at Koban’s Restaurant, 3045 Ni-

agara Street, Niagara Falls. If you are interested in attending 

please call the PCO�716�283�2238 ext. 302, no later than �

December 30, 2021!  �

Meat Choices Are;�

Chicken Parmigiana�

Or�

Boneless Breaded or Charbroiled Pork Chops�

Included Also;�

Garlic Toast, Salad, Potato, Vegetable, Dessert & Coffee�

�

�

As you know, parishes are very dependent on a very gener-

ous Christmas and Easter collection, (and these collections 

usually are). We at St. John de LaSalle live from hand to mouth. 

If you will be away, please use your Christmas envelope or 

online giving either before you go, or after you return. If you do 

not normally use and envelope, or are a visitor here at Christ-

mas, please use the envelopes in the pews. Make checks paya-

ble to St. John de LaSalle Church. Thanks, a zillion! Jesus, and 

I, will appreciate it!�

�

�

�

�

�
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Gross Plumbing & Heating
 John Gross Master Plumber 255-0554 • Jonathan Gross 545-7719

Sewer Cleaning, Excavation, Waterproofing, 
Hot Water Tanks, Remodeling, 7 Day a week service 

Serving Niagara & Erie County for over 50 years
2104 Niagara St., Niagara Falls

Phone 716-283-3802
Fax 716-283-4549

413-103rd Street
Niagara Falls, NY 14304

DRAIN CLEANINGPLUMBING • SEWER
National Association of 

Plumbing • Heating • Cooling
Contractors

Buzzy’s
Famous NY stYle Pizza & BuFFalo WiNgs

Dine-in 
Take-OuT

Delivery

 283-5333
7617 Niagara Falls Blvd.

Niagara Falls, NY
Corner of 77th St. & Niagara Falls Blvd.
www.buzzyspizza.com

LaSalle Early
Childhood Center, Inc.

Full and Half Day programs
for 3 & 4 year-olds

283-5140
NYS licensed, experienced, friendly staff
Small class sizes, great staff to child ratio
LaSalleEarlyChildhoodCenter@gmail.com

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Dave Miller       Robert Marasco
4819 Henry Ave. • Niagara Falls, NY

297-7060 • Fax 297-7063 8652 Buffalo Ave. • Niagara Falls, NY 14304
richardsonauto@aol.com

Kent Richardson 
President/Technician

(716) 283-2765

OUR FAMILY HELPING YOUR FAMILY SINCE 1949
~  Family Owned & Operated  ~

Frank L & Matthew T Zajac,  3rd Generation
319 24th Street (Corner of Welch Avenue) Niagara Falls, NY

716-284-6478 • zajacfuneralhomeinc.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

• Pre-Arrangement 
Planning

• Cremation
• Traditional Funerals

• Memorial Services
2730 Military Rd. • Niagara Falls 14304

716-298-1800
www.mjcoluccifuneralchapel.com

Full and Half 
Day programs for
3 & 4 year-olds

NYS Licensed, 
Experienced, 
Friendly Staff

Small Class Size, 
Great Staff 
to Child Ratio

283-5140
LaSalleEarlyChildhoodCenter@gmail.com

www.LaSalleEarlyChildhood.com

NOW
HIRING

LOCATED ON
TONAWANDA ISLAND

IN NORTH TONAWANDA

PRODUCTION


