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ST. JOHN’S PARISH 

931 N UNION ST, OLEAN, NY | 716.372.5313 | SJTEOLEAN.ORG 

LIVE STREAMED MASSES 

You can watch one of our priests celebrate 

Mass on the weekends by visiting:  

SMAOLEAN.ORG 

Saturdays @  4:00 p.m. and there after  

 

Parish Trustees:  

Dan Butler and Carol Stitt 

 

Parish Finance Council:  

Paul Abdo, Paul Bzdak,                            

Rita DeRose, and Steve Pachla  

 

Parish Council:  

Donna Brestensky,  

Kathy Brewer, Dan Hinz,                            

Pat O’Malley, Larry Pavlock,                

Dennis Pezzimenti, Anita Schmidt, 

Jay Sorokes  

 

Regional Pastor :   

Rev. F. Patrick Melfi 

fpmelfi@sjteolean.org 

 

Regional Parochial Vicars: 

 Rev. David Tourville 

dtourville2038@gmail.om 

 

 Rev. Romulo T. Montero                                

 rmontero@sjteolean.org 

 

Deacon Matthew Wenke 

deaconmattwenke@gmail.com 

 

 

Masses: 

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM 

Sunday: 9:30 AM 

Mon, Tues, Thurs Fri: 8:00 AM 

 

** If the Olean City Schools are closed 

due to unsafe weather conditions,  

morning Mass will be cancelled. 

 

Parish Office Hours:  

Monday-Friday 

9:00 AM –3:30 PM  

 *Website: sjteolean.org 

 

Confessions: Wednesdays -  

6:30 - 8:00 PM and upon  request. 

 

Baptisms - Parents requesting an            

infant Baptism please call Katie at the 

church office. 

 

Marriages - Arrangements by the            

couple need to be made 6 months in  

advance, by making  an  appointment. 

 

New Registrations: Please use                         

registration form on website or call the 

office.   

 

Parish Staff 

Joseph Keary,  

Operations Manager  

Office: 716-372-4841, X33    

 

Katie Barber,  

kbarber@sjteolean.org 

 

Ann Sorokes, Faith Formation -  

asorokes@sjteolean.org 

 

Mark Lang, Custodian - 

mlang@sjteolean.org 
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August 9, 2020 

Our Sanctuary Lamp burns Aug. 1 – 15 for 

the glory of God in the Remembrance of  

Bud & Mary Pezzimenti 

By: Ron & Marlene Anastasia 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help burns                                 

Aug 1 - 15 for the glory of  God and  

in remembrance of  

Mark Clarke 

By: Nancy Presutti & Michael Jordan 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday, August 8 -  St. Domenic 

4:30 PM  † Donald Lewicki Sr. - Keith & Estella 

Sunday, August 9 -   19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:30 AM  † Lois Lyons - BR - Jim & Marilyn Lyons 

                  † Kathy Dolecki - BR - The Dolecki Family 

Monday, August 10 -  St. Lawrence 

8:00 AM  † Patricia Dempsey - BR - Kathleen 

Tuesday, August 11 -  St. Clare 

8:00 AM † Geoege J. Moses - wife, Carol & Family                       

Wednesday, August 12 - St. Jane de Chantal 

NO MASS 

Thursday, August 13 - Sts. Pontian & Hippolytus 

8:00 AM † Maryann Murphy -  

                   Anton & Christa Schafer 

Friday, August 14 - St. Maximilian Kolbe 

8:00 AM  † Aimee Hall - Anv -  A Friend 

                 † Alfred & Olivine Caya -  

                    Mary Ann Loskey              

Saturday, August 15  -     The Assumption of the    

                                                Blessed Virgin Mary 

4:30 PM   † The Franzi & Orsini Families - 

                    The Mater & Yatzkanic Families 

Sunday, August 16 -  20th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

9:30 AM † John Hirliman - Rick & Rose Mikolajczyk  

 

Let us lift up in prayer  

all the men & woman in 

the  military  serving  

our country. 

 

 

 

Please keep the following in your prayers  

for healing: 

Gaby Coburn, David Frey, Carol Kielar,               

 David Krahe, Rev. John Mack, Paul Mountain,                     

Richard Peterson, Gavin Riley, Ann Rogosinski,              

Jennifer Sauter, Joan Sauter, Jan Schichtel,                       

Rob Umbenhour, Jeff Veno,  and all the Hospice               

Patients and for their families and caregivers. 

 

 

♦ Sacrament of Reconciliation & Eucharist Adoration 

will be held at each parish every Wednesday -             

6:30 - 8:00 PM 

 

♦ Thank you to all of you who are able to continue  

supporting the parish with your online, direct          

deposit and mailed in contributions!!  

 

♦ Don’t forget to make your reservation for the 

       upcoming weekend Masses. Go to sjteolean.org  

       or call the Parish Office. 

NOTES FROM OUR PARISH 

Our parish extends its condolences o 

 the Tri-Catholic community families of 

  

 Fred Gronemeier ,                                   

Bishop Edward Kmiec, and 

Frank Petruzzi,  

       

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and 

may perpetual light shine upon them.  

May they rest in peace. Amen 

 

 Our parish has                     

received a disbursement of   

$5,303.34 .    

This makes your total                 

disbursements to 

date $50,533.43.  

Thank you to all the faithful 

that have continued                    

their support. 
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Dispensation from Sunday Obligation  

Remains  

The dispensation given by the Bishop from the             

obligation for Catholics to attend Sunday Mass will 

remain in effect until it is safe to revoke it. So it is that 

persons who are more vulnerable to the virus are 

strongly encouraged to take advantage of the                   

dispensation and refrain from attending public Mass. 

Our LIVE Stream Mass will continue to be available 

each week Saturday at 4 pm. You can visit                 

SMAOLEAN.ORG and look for the LIVE Stream links. 

Also, consider attendance at any weekday Mass as an 

option.  

 

For Those Who Attend  

We who attend Mass must learn and adjust to the 

new cautionary procedures that are necessary and 

now in place during the  pandemic. You can imagine 

how important this will be as it pertains to welcoming 

parishioners, wearing masks and social distancing.                          

Parishioners themselves will receive guidance at Mass 

for seating, procession and reception of  Holy                    

Communion, and for dismissal.  

 

Reserving Your Seat  

If you plan to attend one of our published Masses, you 

will first need to reserve your seat. If you have access 

to the Internet, you can do this through our parish 

website. On the opening page, look for the link: “Sign 

up for Mass.” Here you will be directed to a page that 

lets you reserve the day and time of Mass, plus allow 

you to sign up your family members.  

 

If you do not have access to the Internet, please call 

the parish office and our staff will reserve your seat for 

you. If you sign up, we ask you to show up. The           

enclosed chart gives you all the  information for all 

three linked parishes.  

 

Please Volunteer  

Greeters and Ushers are needed for each Mass.                

Training will be provided. Please consider volunteering 

in this capacity. Call the Parish Office or fill out a           

volunteer form online on the website.  

 

Protocol Video on Our Parish Website  

This video was made for you to help make these           

temporary protocols easy to follow. Please watch and 

share. Let’s all keep our neighbor’s safety in mind.  
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19th Sunday in 

 Ordinary Time 

August 9, 2020 

 

SUNDAY’S READINGS   

 

FIRST READING: 

“Go outside and stand on the mountain 

before the LORD; the LORD will be passing 

by.” (1 Kgs 11a) 

 

PSALM:                                                               

Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant 

us your salvation. (Ps 85) 

 

SECOND READING:                                               

For I could wish that I myself were accurs-

ed and cut off from Christ for the sake of 

my own people, my kindred according to 

the flesh. (Rom 9:3) 

 

GOSPEL:                                                                     

Peter got out of the boat and began to 

walk on the water toward Jesus. But when 

he saw how strong the wind was he                

became frightened; and,  beginning to 

sink, he cried out, “Lord, save 

me!”          (Mt 14:29-30) 
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August 9 , 2020 

Ministers of the Holy Eucharist 

August 8 & 9 

4:30 PM -  Deacon Wenke 

9:30 AM - Deacon Wenke 

Lector Schedule 

August 8 & 9 

4:30 PM - M.A. Power 

9:30 AM - R. Mikolajczyk 

Greeter Schedule 

August 8 & 9 

4:30 PM - R. Alberts 

9:30 AM - A. Clarke & C. Hinz 

Confirmation Class 

of 2020 

 

Aaron Aiello 

Maxwell Bee 

Alex Blehar 

Kaitlyn Buckvich 

Allie DeFazio 

Morgan Dowdell 

Jolyn Gibbons 

Stephen Hoffman  

Caleb Stromberg  

Sara Thomas  

Alexis Trietley  

First Communion Class of 

2020 

Lucas Lyons  

Owen Wickam 

 

2020 Reconciliation  

Candidates 

 

Olivia Washington 

Cheyenne Washington 

Anna Bohdanowycz 

Dominic Bee 

Stella Austin 

Grant Perry 

RCIA 
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More informa�on at�
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 St. Vincent de Paul 

The first Sunday of  the month there is a food 

drive for  non - perishable food items for  

 St. Vincent de Paul. Please put your food in 

the shopping carts located at each entrance.  

               Thank  you for your support! 

__________________________ 
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(1 Kings 19: 9a, 11-13a) In this reading Elijah is waiting for a visit from the 

Lord; who comes not in the storm of a strong and heavy wind, nor in the 

earthquake or in fire, but in a tiny whispering sound. There is a subtle  

message here not to be afraid. We are  being told that our God is gentle, 

humble, quiet and often subtle. Psalm 85 intensifies this reassurance that 

our God is kind. Our God proclaims peace, kindness, truth, and justice. We 

are further reminded that our God is generous and able and willing to 

make us fruitful and to prosper us and our work. Our God, as described in 

these readings is approachable and loving. There is a  subtle message here 

that we needn’t be afraid of this loving, tender and gentle God Who                    

created us and Who loves us. 

 

This weekend’s Gospel, (Matt 14: 22-33) gives similar loving and approachable images of Jesus. First of all, he 

withdrew alone on the mountain to pray after feeding the five thousand. This suggests that  Jesus, in His                   

humanity like ours, needed to rest, meditate, pray and replenish Himself. He knows and understands when we 

are tired, afraid and overwhelmed because Jesus had these struggles, too. He is gentle, kind and subtle like the 

readings above describe, but He is also strong and all powerful as in the image of His boldly and confidently 

walking on the wave-tossed water that was born by a wind working against the disciples’ boat. In this time of 

struggle and adversity for the disciples and in the darkest hour of the night, Jesus is coming toward them with 

kindly reassurance: “Take courage, it is I, do not be afraid.” When Peter’s faith wavers after he began walking on 

the water toward Jesus, our Lord is once again not scolding but reassuring: “O you of little faith, why did you 

doubt?” 

 

This reading is always current and relevant. Throughout our lives we face storms of physical, mental and               

spiritual illness, financial stressors, relationship conflicts, grief and difficulty maintaining a  balance of family, 

careers and multiple stressors. Isn’t it comforting to know that our Lord is always with us in the storm, even in 

the darkest hours of the night? Jesus is still able to walk on whatever wave-tossed waters of stress we’ve got  

ourselves immersed in. If we listen, we can still hear His same words: “Take courage, it is I, do not be afraid.”  

Also, after we try to manage things on our own and walk on the water ourselves, which is beyond us at times, 

we might still hear Him saying: “O you of little faith, why did you doubt? 

 

This week might be a good time for us to reflect on past hard times in our lives when Jesus has “walked on           

water” to help us. Maybe Jesus’ walking on water was in the form of a friend who helped us or who listened to 

us when we needed a shoulder to lean on. Maybe it was in the form of an operation or medication that cured 

us. Maybe it was in the form of helpful and life-saving advice from a loved one or a co-worker. Maybe it was in 

the soft whispering of God’s voice speaking to us in our hearts in answer to our prayers. There are so many 

ways and so many times in our lives that our God has intervened to help us. For some, it might be easy to dis-

count God’s help as mere coincidence or of just human origin but let’s not fall into that trap of pride and a               

delusion of self-sufficiency. Let’s give credit and gratitude to our kind God Who has made so many miraculous 

efforts to help us.  

 

God’s interventions in our lives and answers to our prayers may not be so dramatic as a vision of Jesus walking 

on water toward us. More likely, due to our subtle and humble God, His interventions for us will be more like 

the whispering sound; more situated in unglamorous and less showy “packages” of help and blessings of            

people, places and things that are given to us to help us to get through the challenges and tough times in our 

lives.  

 

The most extraordinary miracles in our lives might be unperceived as they might be very quiet changes in our 

hearts and souls that only the most perceptive eyes, ears and souls will recognize and celebrate. With that in 

mind, let’s pray that the eyes and ears of our souls be opened to seeing and hearing God’s Presence all around 

us and around and in those we love. When our spiritual blindness is healed, we will be better able to see and 

hear Jesus’ Presence amid the storms of our lives. Let’s rest easier, knowing that Jesus is in the boat with us. 

Can’t you even now see and hear Jesus saying to you: “Take courage, it is I, do not be afraid,” and “O you of little 

faith, why did you doubt?” Jesus is near! 

 

 

By Deacon Matt Wenke  Friday, July 31, 2020 


