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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S PARISH
931 N UNION ST, OLEAN, NY
716.372.5313 | SJTEOLEAN.ORG

NOVEMBER 29, 2020
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Mark 11:9
In our Catholic Faith Tradition, we are taught that the presence of the
Lord is represented by candles that we place at the Ambo (the presence
of the Word), at the Altar (the presence in the Sacrament) and at the
Tabernacle (presence in the Hosts reserve of the Blessed Sacrament).
During this First Week of Advent, we celebrate the coming of the
presence of the Lord more deeply into our lives. Blessed is He who comes
in the name of the Lord! Each candle of the Advent wreath represents
what the dwelling of the presence of the Lord brings to our individual
and communal lives. The first candle, which is purple, symbolizes hope.
The second candle, also purple, represents faith. The third candle is pink
as we near the birth of Our Savior which is seen in the lighter pink versus
darker purple color as it represents joy. On the fourth week of Advent, we light the final purple
candle as we welcome Peace.
In the Gospel of John, we are reminded in our very souls that God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son so that all who believe in Him might have eternal life. Jesus, Our Hope, is held by our
belief of Faith that the Son is given to the world so we might have complete Joy as we experience
the Peace that only Jesus Christ can provide. The Father gave His only Son as a gift to us! From the
Gift given by the Father, the life and teachings of Jesus reveal to us God’s goodness and love for His
creation magnified and realized through the Spirit. Through this beautiful gift offered to us in the
Incarnation of the Son within humanity, we are called to model our lives on the Most Holy Trinity –
by seeking to give God glory in all we do and by living in love and unity with God and with one
another. We model the life of the Trinity here on earth at the Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels and
St. John the Evangelist, as we ,like the Trinity in heaven, are united as Church, united as the mystical
Body of Christ, united as linked Parishes of Olean sharing the beautiful gifts that we offer. We are a
unified community of faith living and loving as one. What a beautiful gift God has bestowed on and
has given to us! What beautiful gifts we prepare this Advent by unwrapping these gifts this Advent
Season so we can be the presence of Our Lord as we, and in imitation, of Him, become gifts of
Hope, Faith, Joy and Instruments of His Peace to one another.
Today, as we celebrate the beginning of this Advent Season let us be the bearers of Christ to others.
St. Therese, the Little Flower, reminds us of a way to think about the variety of gifts that we can offer
up to Our Lord by serving one another as gift of God’s presence on this earth . . . “the radiance of the
rose, and the purity of the lily do not take away from the sweet smell of the delicate violet nor the
breathtaking simplicity of the daisy” They all display the Glory of God. Let us share our gifts as
fragrant offerings!
As we await for the coming of Our Lord, let us remember the words of Zechariah (John the Baptist’s
father) in Scripture and let us move forward in Hope toward the birth of Christ, Jesus, Our Peace
"The dawn from on high will break upon us to shine on us and guide our feet into the way of peace".
A Happy and Blessed Advent to us all!

Fr. John
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Saturday, November 28 4:30 PM † Albert Hoffman - Anv. - Family
Sunday, November 29 - First Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM † James S. Bacho Jr. - Anv.
Mark & Anita Schmidt
Monday, November 30 8:00 AM † Stella Dolecki - The Dolecki Family
Tuesday, December 1 8:00 AM † Mabel & Frank Linderman
and Helen Wiser - Family
Wednesday, December 2 12:15 PM Thursday, December 3 9:00 AM

† Gaby Colburn Anton & Christa Schafer

Friday, December 4 8:00 AM † John Hirliman - Family
Saturday, December 5 4:30 PM † Armeda Ramire Ray & Karen Rogosinski
Sunday, December 6 - First Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM † John Hirliman - Kip & Lisa Morrow

Would you like to offer a Mass Intention?

It is a holy and noble custom to have a Mass said for a
living or deceased person(s) or for a personal intention.
We are happy to schedule your Mass intention.
The Diocesan stipend is $15.
Please call 716-372 –5313 or email
kbarber@sjteolean.org to schedule
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Our Sanctuary Lamp burns Nov. 15-30 for
the glory of God in the Remembrance of
Deceased Members of the
Richard Sr. & Margaret Corson Family
By: Chuck & Joan Corson
Our Lady of Perpetual Help burns
Nov. 15-30 for the glory of God and
in remembrance of
Joan Oliva - Br
By: Family

Let us lift up in prayer
all the men & woman in the
military serving
our country
Our parish extends its condolences
to the Tri-Catholic community
families of

Mary Smith, Margaret Bowen,
Sister Christinette John Martinelli,
and Joseph Veno

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and
may perpetual light shine upon them.

Confessions & Adoration

Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:00 pm
St. John’s and
Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels
Please keep the following
in your prayers for healing:
Jackie Attard, Alyssa Magro,
Gene Robak, Jr., Chuck Walters, and all Hospice Patients
and their families and care givers.

Ministers of the Holy Eucharist
December 5 & 6
4:30 PM - J./K. Fitzgerald
9:30 AM - T. Mark
Elevator Construction is under way at
St. Mary’s beginning in November and
completing late January/early February.
Due to the construction noise, 12:15 pm
Mass will be moved to
St. John’s. until further notice.
Thank you for your patience
& understanding

Lector Schedule
December 5 & 6
4:30 PM - M.A. Power
9:30 AM - M. Mater
Greeter Schedule
December 5 & 6
4:30 PM - Y. McHone
9:30 AM - A. Clarke and J. Scholla
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Reflection for Sunday, November 29, 2020
First Sunday of Advent

(Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7): Isaiah the prophet wonders why
God allows us to wander from Him, hardening our hearts and
frighteningly even losing our fear of God. Losing our fear of God
comes from an attitude of indifference to the sufferings of others
and from the sin of pride. In our pride we think we don’t need
God. We delude ourselves that all of the blessings we enjoy come
from our own efforts or that we have earned them. When we have
such an attitude, we become offensive to God in our arrogance and
loss of reverence and knowledge of our place in need of redemption, salvation and forgiveness. We must ask God to
cultivate changes in us so that we have the sense to recognize our own need for forgiveness and also our need to forgive
others and mend our relationships. The beginning of Advent is a time for us to pray for a change of heart, from callow
self-centeredness to warm-hearted love, repentance and reverence for God.
(Psalm 80: “Lord, make us turn to You; let us see Your face and we shall be saved.”): This song recognizes our humble
need for a Shepherd to come and save us from all the places and states wherein we are lost or struggling in the dark.
The psalmist, recognizing our weakness and dependence upon God, begs for nurturance and protection. The psalm ends
with a plea for God’s mercy upon all who strive to be righteous and obedient and who have a sincere attitude of
repentance. This is, once again, a call for us to change our hearts.
(1 Cor. 1:3-9): St. Paul commends and praises the Corinthians for their acceptance of the faith and their open-hearted
and open-minded practice of the faith. The Corinthians at that time were fervent believers. Paul praises their wisdom
and fullness of spiritual gifts that fill them with hope for the second coming of the Lord. What a contrast this audience is
from the indifferent and back-sliding crowd that Isaiah was addressing in the first reading! The Corinthians provide a
good model for us of a sincerely practicing Christian community
(Mark 13:33-37): Today’s Gospel couldn’t give a more urgent message about changing our attitudes as called for in the
first two readings and in the psalm. Jesus exclaims a forewarning to us to be watchful and to be alert. We are warned that
our Lord’s Second Coming or His coming for us, individually, could be at any time. When we look around us, all of us
have had friends, family and neighbors who died quickly and unexpectedly. Were they ready? We can only pray that
they were or that they were made ready as they were dying. Some people could get their act together fast, but there are
those of us who might need more time to pack up or unpack our “spiritual baggage.” Each day I pray for those who have
or will die that day and the next. You never know whom you might be praying for… your mother, your father, your
spouse, your best friend… and someday even yourself! My prayer is that we all
enjoy holy, happy, peaceful and prepared for deaths. A holy death for a spiritually
prepared person is a great gift that we should all wish to receive.
This is not negative. If we are preparing spiritually, we can live and
die in joyful hope.

Happy Advent!
Deacon Matt
Deacon Matthew Wenke

deaconmattwenke@gmail.com
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NOTES FROM OUR PARISH
♦

♦

It is time to update our bulletin Prayer Listing,
please call the parish oﬃce to have your loved
ones name continued. If we do not hear from you,
by 11/20 we will assume that it is no longer
necessary to include them. Thank you for your attention to this
Sacrament of Reconciliation & Eucharist
Adoration will be held at each parish every
Wednesday - 6:30 - 8:00 PM

♦

Thank you to all of you who are able to continue
supporting the parish with your online, direct
deposit and mailed in contributions!!

♦

Don’t forget to make your reservation for the
upcoming weekend Masses. Go to sjteolean.org
or call the Parish Oﬃce. - 372-5313

♦

Faith Formation—Please stay tuned for
information about when/if classes will
resume. Thank you for your patience and
understanding

♦

Live streamed Masses - You can watch one of our
priests celebrate Mass on the weekends by
visiting: SMAOLEAN.ORG - Saturdays @
4:00 p.m. and there after

♦

Pastoral Care Medical information privacy laws
require that you must give permission to have the
parish notiﬁed or pastoral care to visit you
when you are admitted to the hospital͘

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Every first of the month there is a
food drive for non-perishable food
items for St. Vincent de Paul.
Please put your food in the
shopping carts located
at each entrance.

Ruturnable Cans & Bottles Drive!!
To help out, please bring your refundable cans and
bottles to the Allegany Beverage and Redemption
Center located across from the St. Bonaventure
University at 3247 Route 417 Allegany, NY.
Please mention St. John’s and all the monies
collected will be given to the
St. Vincent de Paul Society.
If you are unable to get down the
Redemption Center, there will be covered blue
containers at both church
entrances to deposit your recycles and we will
transport them for you.
Thank you for your continued support!!

Great
for
Family,
Friends
and
Neighbor
Gift
Giving!
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St. Mary’s Holiday
Kringle Funraiser
Features a large pecan Danish that is
chocked full of fancy pecans, blended with a
smooth brown sugar and cinnamon filling.

You will be hooked after the first bite
Order online at smaolean.org
or call the Parish Office 372-4841
December 12 & 13
pickup at
SMA Centenial Hall
after all Masses
$12 per Large
Family Danish

Genesis House Luminary Night
Help us light the night on Saturday, December 12th.
This year, in keeping our community’s safety the
utmost priority, we ask that you light your residence
or business to show support for homelessness.
We will be selling luminary kits, ornaments
and lanterns.
Place your order online where you will have
the option to pick up supplies at
Genesis House or simply donate your purchase to
help light the park.
https://www.genesishouseofolean.org/fundraising
The Genesis House is also in need of
hats, coats, mittens and boots for
Woman and children.
You can drop them off at the Genesis House
107 S. Barry Street, Olean

November 29, 2020
Masses:

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 9:30 AM
Mon, Tues, Thurs Fri: 8:00 AM
Mon, Wed & Fri : 12:15 PM

** If the Olean City Schools are
closed due to unsafe weather
conditions, morning Mass will be
cancelled.
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
9:00 AM – 3:30 PM

Confessions: Wednesdays -

6:30 - 8:00 PM and upon request.

Baptisms - Parents requesting
an infant Baptism please call the
church office.
Marriages - Arrangements by
the couple need to be made 6
months in advance, by making
an appointment.
New Registrations: Please use
registration form on website or
call the office.
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ROAD TO RENEWAL:
BISHOP SCHARFENBERGER’S
PASTORAL LETTER
Our Apostolic Administrator, Bishop
Edward B. Scharfenberger has issued a
Pastoral Letter to the Clergy, Religious and
Lay Faithful of our diocese. The letter is
being mailed to registered Catholic
households as well as being made available
at all of our parishes and Catholic
Institutions for the First Sunday of Advent.
The purpose of the Pastoral Letter is to
provide the spiritual foundation for our
Diocesan Road to Renewal Initiative.
Everyone in our parish community and
throughout the Diocese is encouraged to
read the Pastoral Letter and to spend time
reflecting and sharing with one another the
significance of this call to renewal in the
Diocese of Buffalo.

Parish Staff
Joseph Keary,
Joint Operations Manager
Office: 716-372-4841, X33

RCIA
ŽŶƚĂĐƚ͗sĂƌŵĂŚŝůĚƐĂƚ
ǀĐŚŝůĚƐϯϵΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ
More informa on at
^DKůĞĂŶͬZ/͘ŽƌŐ

Ann Sorokes, Faith Formation asorokes@sjteolean.org
Katie Barber,
Executive Assistant
kbarber@sjteolean.org

Parish Trustees:

Dan Butler and Carol Stitt

Parish Finance Council:

Paul Abdo, Paul Bzdak, and
Steve Pachla

Parish Council:

Donna Brestensky, Kathy Brewer,
Dan Hinz, Pat O’Malley,
Larry Pavlock, Dennis Pezzimenti,
Anita Schmidt, Jay Sorokes

Reserve Online
sjteolean.org
by Friday
2:30 pm

Or call 372-5313
Parish Office
by Friday
2:30 pm

716-376-MEDS(6337)
Store Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9:00 am- 6:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

111 East Green St. • Olean, NY 14760

Freshness You Can Depend On!

M/W/F 9-5
TU/TH 9-6
SA 8-Noon

South Union & East Green St.
Olean, NY

716-373-2010

ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS

PLLC

www.riedsfoodbarn.com

(at Ried’s Food Barn)

Dr. Tracy Ludden, O.D.

Nicholas A. DiCerbo, Jr. • Michael A. Morgan
Nicholas A. DiCerbo

716-373-2165 • www.dicerbomorgan.com

912 W State St. OLEAN, NY (716) 373-0766

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

1521 West State St. • Olean, NY

716-373-2393

201 North Union St., Ste. 410 • Olean, NY 14760

Allegany American Legion Post 892

Honest, Local, Painless
716-372-8400

Digital Dentures, 1 Visit Crowns, Bridges, Fillings,
Whitening, Root Canals Extractions, Implants, ETC.

Professionals

RT#417 - ALLEGANY

Physical Therapist

OLEAN PHYSICAL THERAPY PROFESIONALS, PLLC

3132 NYS ROUTE 17, OLEAN • (716) 372-6787 • FAX: (716) 372-3747

howardhannaprofessionals.com

JIM BRADY, Financial Advisor, AAMS
126 N. Union St. • Olean, NY

This Space
is Available

Every 3rd Sunday 8-11AM

Michael Droney, PT, DPT, MS, MTC

410 Wayne St.
Olean, NY 14760
O: 716-372-1155
F: 716-375-7057

430 N. 7th St. • Olean • (716) 372-7652

SUNDAY
BREAKFAST

716-373-3177

jim.brady@edwardjones.com • www.edwardjones.com

716-373-2929
pleasantvalleygreenhouse.com
2871 Rt. 16 N. • Olean, NY

Contact Lorne Searight to place an ad today!
lsearight@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6460

Heating • Ventilating • Air Conditioning • Refrigeration

• Heating
• Ventilation
• Air Conditioning
• Refrigeration

(716) 372-0091

www.mazza-hvac.com
Established 1922

THIS SPACE IS

Southern
Tier
Agency

Real Estate - Insurance - Appraisals

(716) 372-3141

S ervice
Stores

P ark &
S hop

Home Town
Since
1923
Family Owned

OLEAN’S FINEST MEATS

Front & Main St. • 1316 W. State St. • Portville

Universal Primary Care

“Providing care to the entire family”

Southern Tier Community Health Center Network
(716) 375-7500

Pediatric Care • Adult Medicine • OB/GYN • Dental • Behavioral Health Counseling

135 N. Union St.
Olean, NY

132 W Main St.
9864 Luckey Dr.
Cuba, NY
Houghton, NY
www.upchealth.net

445 Broad St.
Salamanca, NY

Angees Restaurant

Family Owned and Operated Since 1948
– DINE IN, TAKE OUT, CATERING –

716-373-7070 • www.angees.com
475 N Union St • Olean, NY

3-D-4-3

711 West State St. • Olean, NY
Team Uniforms • Banners • Trophies • Embroidery
Screen Printing • Large Format Digital Printing
716-373-1411 • Fax 716-373-1743

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0949

