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November 7, 2021 

31st Sunday in                  

Ordinary Time 
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Bap�sms���	�������������������������

reques�ng an infant                                       

Bap�sm please call the church 
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Deacon Ma	hew Wenke�

deaconma�wenke@gmail.com�

�

Ann Sorokes, Faith Forma�on �
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Ka�e Barber#��

Execu�ve Assistant�
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St. John’s Church 

125th Parish 

Anniversary 

You are invited! 

 

1896 ~ 2021 

 

 

Wednesday, November 24, 2021

Wednesday, November 24, 2021

 

 

 

7:30 am Liturgy of  the Hours 

Celebration and Gratitude 

For the Catholic Community of  Olean 

 

8:00 am Solemn Mass of  Thanksgiving 

 

9:00 am “Sing a Joyful Song to the Lord” 

(Church Concert I) 

 

Light Refreshments in 

Church Hall 

 

Sunday, November 28, 2021

Sunday, November 28, 2021

 

 

 

9:30 am Mass - 1st Sunday of  Advent 

 

12:00 pm Mass 

The Light of  Christ Dawning Anew in Olean 

 

1:00 pm “Sing a Joyful Song to the Lord” 

(Church Concert II) 

 

sjteolean.org 
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Stephen Ministers are here for you!                                        

DO YOU feel alone? ARE YOU dealing with a                     

challeng-ing situation in your life that you need the 

support of another? DO YOU need someone to lean 

on who will listen without judgment and who will 

keep everything confidential? A  Stephen  Minister 

is here for you. Until the  COVID-19 is under control, 

visits can be initiated by telephone or via  internet                               

(Zoom, FaceTime, etc.) until visits   in person,    

                                      which are referred, are safe.                                                             

  Call at SMA Parish office 372-4841,Ext 144.                                                                         

We are here for you.�

Good Neighbor Ministry - Do you know a 

vulnerable individual who may need help during 

these trying times?  Maybe you are aware of an 

elderly person or a shut-in who needs a visit?  

Would you like to volunteer? Call the Parish     

       Office 372-5313 or e-mail 

The Genesis House offers temporary    

shelter to those in need of a home.                              

We strive to    create an atmosphere                       

of love, dignity and  belonging while                

residents explore life-giving options for their 

f u t u r e .  T h r o u g h  c o n t i n u e d                               

collaboration with other community              

organizations and services, the staff and volunteers at the shelter 

help individuals and families provide the necessities of everyday 

life, as well as build a foundation for a bright future centered on 

independence.  We exist  because of our  community's continued 

support.   

Pat O’Malley 

Genesis House Board Member/Volunteer/St. John’s Contact 
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St. Vincent de Paul Society  

is an international charitable organization that 

helps the poor. Each year  our                             

parishioners   assist those who are poor in             

material goods. This includes running an annual 

collection and distribution of  Christmas gifts to 

the needy families and visiting area nursing homes. Would you 

like to learn more about St. Vincent de Paul Society?  Contact 

Mary Mater  at 716-373-3327  
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We are Pro Life from Conception to Natural Death 

on our journey to Eternal Life 

For more informa�on about the Pro & Respect Life Ministry or 
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She needs 

our 

help, love 

and  

support 
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Our parish extends its condolences    

to the Tri-Catholic community                         

families of  

�

���������	
��������������������	
���������������������

Isobel Sirdevan,Dr. Jus�n Diehl,                         

���	�����������
��������������
�����������������������

Catherine Davis, and Dr. James Mar�ne                             

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and may                

perpetual light shine upon them.  

May they rest in peace. Amen 
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Pray for Colt Matz who is 

fighting  leukemia and for 

his younger brother Jack 

who will be                         

donating bone marrow                       

for his brother!   

Send prayers and cards to: 

 

Oishei Children’s                        

Hospital 

Colt - OCH Room 1206 

       818 Ellicott Street 

     Buffalo, NY  14203 
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Matz Family 
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(1 Kings 17: 10-16): In this memorable passage, we reflect on 

the extravagant generosity of the widow of Zarephath, who,            

at his request, gave the last of her food resources to provide a 

meal for the prophet, Elijah. This meant that the widow was 

obediently, willingly and in faith, giving the last meal resources 

she had for her and her dependent son, in order to provide for 

the prophet. This is a story about obedience to the prophet’s 

request for food and about the widow’s acting in faith to share; 

even at the risk of immediate starvation for her and her son. 

This story demonstrates the power of acting in faith in God’s 

miraculous ability to provide for our needs. We see, as in so 

many other stories in Scripture, how God can multiply                    

resources when we act in faith to provide for others’ needs. �

 

(Psalm 146: “Praise the Lord, my soul!): Today’s psalm is a 

song of faith and trust in God; similar to the faith and trust  

exhibited by the widow of Zarephath and the widow who gave 

her last two coins; all she had, to God. The psalmist proclaims 

how the Lord provides food for the hungry, freedom to                      

captives, healing to the sick and handicapped and protection 

for the vulnerable. Of particular importance to reflect upon this 

week, we’re told that the Lord “thwarts the way of the wicked.” 

That’s particularly encouraging in our time; when the wicked 

seem to be thriving. Time will reveal how God’s will results in 

victory for the cause of the righteous. Therefore, do not give in 

to despair. Have hope! God will, in the end, reward the good 

and bring justice to the wicked.�

 

(Hebrews 9:24-28):  Today’s passage from St. Paul continues 

our central theme this week of the goal of Christians being 

total self-giving. Paul expounds upon Jesus’ divinely-inspired 

total gift of Himself. The first part of the gift was Jesus’ totally 

expending Himself, all throughout His life on Earth, to minister 

to others’ needs and to teach us His Way. This culminated in 

Jesus’ total sacrifice of His mortal life for us on the Cross, in 

atonement for our sins; in order to effect our redemption. At 

the end of time, Jesus will come again as judge, to advocate on 

our behalf to the Heavenly Father. 

 

We might reflect this week on the importance of offering and 

giving our “all” to God; our joys, our sufferings, our work and 

our accomplishments, in atonement for our own sins and for 

those of God’s other beloved children. We’re all called to share 

in the mystery of Jesus’ Redemption of us all. Therefore, we 

must all join all that we have and are, with Jesus!  �

(Mark 12:38-44): This tender story of the poor widow’s giving 

all that she owned to God; a few small coins, speaks                     

volumes! This story demonstrates God’s awareness of all that 

we think, say and do. It shows that God, penetratingly, can 

see past appearances, to examine our motives, our attitudes 

and whether our actions in the name of faith are sincere.  

Jesus shows that God recognizes and judges the hypocrite 

and the unapologetically evil as well as the simple, heroic and 

virtuous just ones. We’re told throughout Scripture that God 

can discern our hearts and minds from afar. This is both an 

invitation and a warning to us that we must work on cleansing 

our minds and hearts to prepare for death and final                       

judgment. Live in love. Then, there is nothing to fear!   

 

 

 

Deacon Matt�

Reflec�on for 32
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Thank you to 

Rick & Carm Mikolajczyk and 

their family & friends  

for all their hard work installing 

the new gym floor!! 

And thank you to Jim Veno and                             

The Paint Medics for painting the  

lines and making it look so great!! 
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�� Olean Catholic Youth—LifeTeen/HS - 6:30-8:30pm 

- PLC @ SMA 
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�� Stand for Life - 1:00 pm - Lincoln Park 
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�� Olean Catholic Youth—LifeTeen/HS - 6:30-8:30pm 

- PLC @ SMA 
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CONFIRMATION  

STUDENTS/PARENTS 

Jay Sorokes will hold a Confirmation Student/Parent 

Meeting for St. John’s  and the Basilica of St. Mary of 

the Angels - 9th and 10th grade students and parents 

on Sunday, November 14th. 

 

There will be two meeting opportunities the 

parishioners of the Basilica and St. John’s may 

attend: 

 

Sunday, November 14th  

After 9:30 am Mass @ St. John’s 

After 11:00 am Mass @ Basilica of St. Mary of the 

Angels 

 

If unable to attend the meetings, please E-mail               

Ann Sorokes at asorokes@sjteolean.org. 

 

Confirmation is a two-year program for registered 9th 

and 10th grade students.  It consists of Mass 

attendance, classes, service opportunities and faith 

experiences. 

����������������������� ��!�������"������

#����!��� ��!�����������!������$��������

%!����!�&�����'������������(� ��!�����

�

���������	

�
���������	������	

�

)���*� ��������%�&�'��(��� #%� � ��

+�
��)�����!*��� ���������
�� ����!��

,�-��&����'�����.��*��� ���������
�� ����!��

� &)�*&�	+,-	+�.*&*&/�

�

/���������������������(���
��(�!���,�!-��)��,�-������!�(�!�

)�����!�.���������0�1��0 �#1 2������������!���
�0����!����

������������
.�!�������
.�!��(�
�����.�&�'��(��� �
�����


�-����!�����!������������(���������!���!��1�,���-���2�

St. John’s Parish  

JESSE TREE 2021 
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Donations will be used to purchase gift cards for 

those in need through our local 

Catholic Charities Office 

Wednesday, November 24, 2021

Wednesday, November 24, 2021

 

 

 

11:00 am Tour of the Basilica 

 

12:15 pm Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving 

 

1:00 pm Prayers of Thanksgiving and 

Renewal - Visitation of Crypt 

 

Light Refreshments in 

Bradley Centennial Hall 

Sunday, November 28, 2021

Sunday, November 28, 2021

 

 

 

8:00 am Mass 

1st Sunday of Advent 

 

9:30 am God’s Son, My Son 

A One-Man Play on the Life of St. Joseph 

 

11:00 am Mass - 1st Sunday of Advent  

The Light of Christ Dawning Anew in Olean 

 

12:00 noon Tour of the Basilica 


