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St. John the Evangelist Church 

Baptism of the Lord 
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This last week, we experienced the Epiphany of the Lord as He was manifested to the 

whole world as all of us are  included in God’s plan of   salvation.  We celebrate   Jesus’s 

Baptism by John in the River Jordan this weekend. These two feast days and solemnities are 

important cornerstones within the Life of Jesus as a child and as an adult and are  critical to 

our lives made holy in Christ. We can examine these   wonderful days in the Christmas   

Season in light of one of the  readings from the new Testament taken from a letter of  St. 

John to his community of faith. 

 

 

Beloved,  let us love one another,  because love is of God; 

    everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. 

Whoever is without love does not know God,  for God is love. 

In this way the love of God was revealed to us: 

God sent his only-begotten Son into the world 

    so that we might have life through him. 

     1 John 4:7-9 

 

God sent, “gave,’ us His only Son as gift. The Lord above sent us His love so we can live with 

Him forever. The Son of God,  Jesus, dwells among us as He teaches us how to love God and 

love one another through His own self-giving in imitation of the Father. As mentioned in the prior message last week, in parts 

of Europe and in the Latin countries the Epiphany of the Lord  is heralded in a special way as Christ is seen as revealed, not 

only as hope and salvation made as a promise to Israel but the Messiah as revealed to all, including the Gentiles, to all of us. 

The above Icon was brought to us from Puerto Rico in which the Magi bring their gifts to the Christ Child in thanksgiving for 

the precious Gift that God gave to us in the Son from His love for us whom He created. The gifts of Gold, Frankincense and 

Myrrh can correspond to the three roles of the mission of Christ – gold for His Kingship, His shepherding of us and taking care 

of His people, frankincense for His Priestly role, His holiness and divine Sonship, and myrrh, a spice often used for preparing 

one for burial, as the prophets proclaimed the Paschal Mystery of Jesus’ life, death and Resurrection to new life. As we                   

celebrate the Baptism of the Lord this weekend, we embrace the Mission of Christ as Priest (His divine and holy life), Prophet 

(the Word made flesh), and King (Good Shepherd of us all).  

 

 

We are also to assume these roles as Baptized Catholics. In order to live out our Mission in Christ, what gifts do we bring to 

Our God as we become an Epiphany, a manifestation of the Lord to the world around us? In the image above, we see only two  

Magi, two kings, not three. Why did this artist only depict the two persons giving their gifts rather than the three that we have 

also known them to be?  Perhaps, we are to take on the role as one of the Magi (Wise Ones), the third King not in the picture. 

As we see the little Lord Jesus in the painting touching the head of one of the magi, let us see this as the Lord Jesus blessing us 

like He did on our Baptism. As He anointed us on that special day to bring His mission of Priest, Prophet and King to the world 

and manifest Him in our lives -- what do we now offer in response? Let us offer Gold (the  precious gift of self), as we become         

shepherds to take care of each other; let us offer   Frankincense, the incense of our prayers, words and deeds that we offer as a 

priestly, good people as we move toward the Light of Christ to become more like Him. And, let us offer our gift of Myrrh,                 

as we remember the life, death and Resurrection of Our Lord as prophets of His teachings and life giving ways. In doing so, 

may we become a living sermon of unveiling the mysteries of God in our lives to others when we follow St. John’s words above. 

Let us be heralds of God’s love so all can experience life through Him Whom we adore and Whom we know in our very soul,                     

is Love  itself. 

 

 

Stay tuned next week as we explore our participation in the                                                                      

Epiphany of the Lord, Part III through the graces of Baptism. 

 

Blessed and Happy New Year, 
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For more informa�on about the Pro & Respect Life Ministry or how you 
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Our parish extends its condolences    

to the Tri-Catholic                                         

community  families of  

�

Helen Monachino, Linda Coletti, Anne Kloc,                          

Louis Frungillo Susan Morris Polk, Jean Hannon, 

Charles Bretzin, Brian O’Connell, Mary Lou Irons,                 

and Tracy Veno            

 

           Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,   

      and may  perpetual light shine upon them.  
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Remember 

Our  

Sick 
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Christmas Flower Memorials 

 

Frank & Mary Loskey, Ray Caya,  

Marian Bradley, John & Frances Wheeler 

and Kathleen Wheeler-Skipworth 

By: Mary Ann Loskey 

 

Fred & Joan Oliva 

Vince Oliva, The Lisi Family 

John & Betty Droney & George Moses Sr. 

BY: Mike & Mary Droney 

 

John & Mary Ann Hirliman 

 

Rosemary Germano Crandall, 

William Sorokes, Alex Kryzak, 

Deceased members of the  

Germano, Cronin, Chokrach &  

Sorokes Families 

By: Ann, Jay, Clare & Matt Sorokes 

 

Francis “Bud” & Mary Pezzimenti 

By: Family 

 

Bill & Mary Adams 

By: Fr. John  

 

John & Anna Adams, John & Teresa Ragan, 

Ann “Anka” Matthias, John Zebbens, and 

The deceased members of the                     

Adams & Ragan Families 

By; Fr. John  

 

Loren & Alice Sweet 

Lynn Sweet 

 

Ralph G. Meinzer  

David R. Grucello 

By: The Plesac Family 

 

Sara Neeson 

By: The Neeson Family 

 

George J. Moses, Sr., Fred & Joan Oliva,  

Debbie Ralston, and                                   

Donna, Larry & Betty Scordo 

By: Carol Moses 

Lois & Robert Lyons, Sr., Robert Lyons Jr., 

Dan Scanlon, Marian, Jack & Stephen Miller 

By: James & Marilyn Lyons 

 

Guy Benoit, Charles Tillman,                                 

Jesse & Florence Tillman and                             

Helen A. O’Connor 

By: Judith Benoit 

 

Robert Dunn, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Warter 

and Mr. & Mrs. Edward Dunn 

By: Esther Dunn & Family 

 

Thomas & Joann Handley, Mark Handley,  

Mike Handley, Patty Handley ~ Capra, 

Betty Johnson, Harold Handley                        

and Diane Wenke 

By: Rick & Katie Barber 

 

Joey Yatzkanic, Mr. & Mrs. A. Franzi 

and Mr. & Mrs. J. Hornyak 

By: The Yatzkanic Family 

 

Edward & Gertrude McGinnity and 

Ralph & Rose Palumbo 

By: Grandchildren 

 

John & Betty Palumbo 

By: Suzy & Mary Palumbo 

 

Kenneth & Marion Haggerty 

Ed & Angela Gleason 

Joan Haggerty 

By: John & Janet Haggerty 

 

Nancy Finley, Carl Finley,                            

Maynard & Mary Brown                                    

and Harold & Nancy Reitz 

By: Steve & Peggy Reitz 

 

Eddy & Clara Pfeiffer, Tom Routly and  

Kalia, Lucy & Gracie 

By: Gail Pfeiffer 

 

Edward & Agnes Dzuroff and                            

Ladimer & Dolores Cerny 

By: Jerry & Gloria Dzuroff 
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Confession & Adoration - 1:30-2:30pm - SJTE 
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Olean Catholic Youth—Life Teen/HS - 6:30-8:30 pm - 

PLC/SMA 

/�"�

���%�17�

Confessions and Adoration @ SMA 4:30-5:30 PM 
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Confession & Adoration - 1:30-2:30pm - SJTE 
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Road to Renewal:  You may have seen the article prepared 

from a press release by the Diocese of Buffalo highlighted 

in the Olean Times Herald about the plan for renewal. You 

have been hearing about the Road to Renewal several 

months now. It has been determined that we are to be in 

Phase Two of implementation of our family of parishes in 

this part of the Southern Tier Vicariate. As you are aware, 

our “family” includes St. John the Evangelist, the Basilica of 

St. Mary of the Angels and St. Bonaventure. The                         

Administrative Team for this initiative has decided that our 

date for implementation of the family plan is October, 

2023. Please pick up new additional information located at 

both entrances. 

Send a  card to: 

Colt Matz & Family 

Ronald McDonald House 

780 W Ferry St. 

Buffalo, NY 14222  
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Attention Altar Servers 

We Need You�

 Grades 4 and up.                       

Come and serve at                     

Mass in 2022!                                      

Please contact Fr. John or                  

Fr. Peter. Call Katie at the Parish 

Office at 372-5313 

 

Training will be included 

Thank You! 
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Pray for Colt Matz 

who is fighting             

leukemia. His 

younger brother 

Jack donated bone 

marrow for his 

brother in                          

November.                         

We are praying for 

positive results.   
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1521 West State St. • Olean, NY

716-373-2393

Dr. Tracy Ludden, O.D.
 M/W/F 9-5
 TU/TH 9-6
 SA 8-Noon

912 W State St. OLEAN, NY   (716) 373-0766

 716-376-MEDS(6337)
 Store HourS:
 Mon.-Fri. 9:00 am- 6:00 pm
 Saturday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

111 East Green St. • Olean, NY 14760
(at Ried’s Food Barn)

430 N. 7th St. • Olean • (716) 372-7652(716) 372-7652

THIS SPACE IS

JIM BRADY, Financial Advisor, AAMS
126 N. Union St. • Olean, NY

716-373-3177
jim.brady@edwardjones.com • www.edwardjones.com

711 West State St. • Olean, NY
Team Uniforms • Banners • Trophies • emBroidery
screen prinTing • Large formaT digiTaL prinTing

716-373-1411 • Fax 716-373-1743

RT#417 - ALLEGANY

SUNDAY 
BREAKFAST
Every 3rd Sunday 8-11AM

Allegany American Legion Post 892

 410 Wayne St.
 Olean, NY 14760
 O: 716-372-1155
 F: 716-375-7057Professionals

howardhannaprofessionals.com

Freshness You Can Depend On!Freshness You Can Depend On!
 South Union & East Green St. 
 Olean, NY
 716-373-2010
 www.riedsfoodbarn.com

 • Heating
 • Ventilation
 • Air Conditioning
 • Refrigeration

(716) 372-0091
www.mazza-hvac.com

Heating • Ventilating • Air Conditioning • RefrigerationHeating • Ventilating • Air Conditioning • Refrigeration

716-373-2929
pleasantvalleygreenhouse.com

2871 Rt. 16 N. • Olean, NY

 Southern Tier Community Health Center Network
 (716) 375-7500

Pediatric Care • Adult Medicine • OB/GYN • Dental • Behavioral Health Counseling
 135 N. Union St. 132 W Main St. 9864 Luckey Dr. 445 Broad St.
 Olean, NY Cuba, NY Houghton, NY Salamanca, NY

www.upchealth.net

Universal Primary Care
“Providing care to the entire family”

Angees Restaurant
Family Owned and Operated Since 1948

– DINE IN, TAKE OUT, CATERING –
716-373-7070 • www.angees.com

475 N Union St • Olean, NY

 Michael Droney, PT, DPT, MS, MTC
 Physical Therapist

OLEAN PHYSICAL THERAPY PROFESIONALS, PLLC
3132 NYS ROUTE 17, OLEAN • (716) 372-6787 • FAX: (716) 372-3747

This Space 
is Available

WRIGHT
MONUMENTAL WORKS

212 EAST MAIN ST. • BRADFORD
 814-368-6836
 Ralph A. Rose, Owner
 wrightmonumental@verizon.net MEMORIALS

Memory
Stone

www.orthowny.com

Dominic A. Colarusso, Jr., DDS
Steven J. Hietanen, DDS • Andrew J. Dusel, DDS

2660 Route 16 N • Olean, NY 14760
716-372-8017

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

This Space 
is Available

Contact Lorne Searight to place an ad today! 
lsearight@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6460 


