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�� 1395 HERTEL AVENUE� BUFFALO, NEW YORK�

� �

REV. JOSEPH D. WOLF, Pastor�

www.stmargaret�parish.com�

�

� � � Rectory 876�5318� � Fax 875�9068� � � � �

Sr. Karen Marie, GNSH, Pastoral �

Associate  (Phone 331�8846). �

�

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE:�

Saturday � 8:00 am (Communion Service) �

(Vigil Mass: 4:00 pm at Holy Spirit)�

Sunday � 8:00 and 9:30 am at St. Margaret’s�

(11:00 am at Holy Spirit)�

���

HOLY DAY MASSES:�

Please see Mass schedule in Bulletin�

��

DAILY MASSES: Mon. & Thurs. 8:00 am�

Wed. 6:15 pm Holy Spirit�

Fri. 8:00 am Holy Spirit�

��

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:�

�Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8:30 am � 12:30 pm; �

Wed. 2:00 � 6:00 pm�

�

NOVENA: Our Lady of Perpetual Help�

Saturday � after 8:00 am Communion Service.�

��

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 3:15 pm at Holy Spirit. 

Sunday following 8:00 am Mass at St. Margaret’s.  

Please call the rectory for individual appointments�

or for Pastoral counseling appointments.�

�

BAPTISMS:  By prior appointment. Preparation 

course required.�

MARRIAGES: Make arrangements well in �

advance of date by contacting your parish priest 

at St. Margaret’s.�

��

�

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Grades 1�10 at Holy 

Spirit, Sunday 9:30 � 10:45 am.  �

Miss Karen Adamski (Phone: 876�5318).�

��

�

ST. MARGARET’S CREDIT UNION: All parish-

ioners and their families can join the Crossroads 

Community Credit Union located at 971 Kenmore 

Ave. Buffalo, NY 14217 (874�7284).�
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MONDAY, June 8, 2020�

   8:00 AM  Providenzia Figliola, Birthday Remembrance 

�          req. by Diane Waligorski�

SATURDAY, June 13, 2020�

    8:00 AM  NO Communion Service�

SUNDAY, June 14, 2020 �

   9:30 AM  Mario Alaimo, Birthday Remembrance and � 

�          Joseph Alaimo req. by Nina Alaimo & Son�

�       Louis A. Oliveri, Jr., 10th Anniversary of  �  

�         Death req. by Wife & Children�

�

�

The Church Bells will ring and the                

Blessed Mother Light will glow                        

this week for Sam Alessi,                              

Birthday Remembrance                                         

req. by Mimi & Pa Pa�

�

�

�

The Sanctuary Light will glow this week                         

for Ralph & Marian Lauricella in                       

Thanksgiving of their 40th Wedding 

Anniversary req. by Ralph & Marian �

�

�

While public Masses are suspended, our church 

offices are open to serve you.  Also, our churches will be 

open for all who would like to come for a visit to pray 

privately, while all are asked to maintain a prudent distance 

from one another.  So, St. Margaret Church will be open 

for visits on Sundays from 9:00am � 10:00am, Mondays 

from 9:00am � 10:00am, Thursdays from 9:00am � 

10:00am, and Saturdays from 9:00am � 10:00am.         Holy �

Spirit Church will be open on Sundays from 9:00am � 

10:00am, Tuesdays from 9:00am � 10:00am, Wednesdays 

from 6:00pm � 7:00pm, Fridays from 9:00am � 10:00am 

and Saturdays from 4:00pm � 5:00pm.  I hope this will be 

helpful for you, and will supplement the prayer that each of 

us must � especially during this time of fear and panic � �

offer as people of faith.�

�

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

will be collecting cans of food for 

our Dining Room on Main St. to 

help with meals for our guests. We 

are looking for the restaurant�size 

cans of fruits, vegetables, coffee or powdered drinks.  

Mustard, ketchup and 6�inch paper plates are especially 

needed. There are collection boxes at the parking lot 

entrance to the church. Our Dining Room serves over 

100,000 people a year. Your generosity is always 

appreciated.�

�

�

Parish Outreach Ministry.  Our 

personal care donation ministry is ongoing 

and we continue to be thankful for the 

generosity of St. Margaret parishioners. As 

a reminder, items that are requested are all 

new, unopened, personal care items 

(personal hygiene for adults, children and infants); baby 

diapers and wipes are always appreciated.  If you are aware 

of any agencies that could benefit by the generous 

donations of our parishioners, please let us know by calling 

the rectory office (876�5318). Once again, thank you for 

your continued generosity!  �

�

Religious Education News.  We are celebrating 

wonderful feasts these weeks: Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, 

Corpus Christi, and the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

on the Friday after Corpus Christi. They are occasions for 

us to think about the wonderful love and mercy that God 

extends to each of us, and to thank him for the many gifts 

He has given us.�

   In our prayers of thanksgiving could we please remember 

to include the following students from our parishes who 

were preparing to receive the Gifts of God through the 

following sacraments:�

   To receive the Gift of our Lord's Body and Blood in the 

Eucharist at First Communion: Ella, Liliana, Sawyer, 

Sophia, Samuel, Valentina, Owen, Joseph, and Jaelle.�

   To receive the fullness of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation: 

Jillian, Aidan, Grace, Jack, Winter, Avery, Katherine, 

Lorenzo, Anthony, Jayden, Andrew, Madeleine, and Ava.�

   We thank God for their parents and family who have 

shared their faith with them, and also for their patience as 

they await our return to Mass as a community.�

�

Why Kneel?  Since the beginnings of the Church, 

kneeling has been a key posture of prayer. We see Sts. Peter 

and Paul in the Acts of the Apostles kneeling in prayer. 

Early in the 4th century, the Council of Nicea prohibited 

kneeling on Sundays and special feasts. Kneeling began 

more as a posture of penance for our sins, but in the history 

of the Church, it has become more a posture or reverence 

and solemn prayer.�

   You will notice that the times we kneel at Mass are tied to 

the consecration of the holy Eucharist. We kneel in both 

anticipation of what will occur and then in awe of what has 

taken place: Jesus Christ becomes truly present to us under 

the guise of bread and wine. The profoundness of this event 

has over time led the Church to mandate in the current 

General Instruction of the Roman Missal that kneeling is 

the only posture allowed during this time. The sheer 

awesomeness of the holy Eucharist leads us to fall to our 

knees in wonder and thanksgiving.   ©LPi�

�

“It is often from the weakest among us that we learn wisdom 

– something sorely lacking in our nation today.  And it is both 

our folly and our shame that blinds us to the beauty of 

adversity.”  Gianna Jessen, survivor of an attempted abortion 

from her mother 
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June 7, 2020�

St. Margaret’s Church, Buffalo, New York�

A Vocation View.  Glory to the Father and to the Son and 

to the Holy Spirit. Listen to what Jesus says: “The Spirit of 

Truth will come to you.” What is the ‘truth’ of your life? 

How can you best serve God? If God is calling you to a 

Church vocation, call Fr. Andrew Lauricella at 847�5535. �

�

Prayer During A Health Crisis: Compassionate and 

Loving Father, In the face of confusion and concern 

impart to us the calm of your presence. In You, allow 

us to find hope and healing. Be with those who serve 

the sick and give them Your caring hands. Be with 

those who lead and give them Your Spirit of wisdom. 

Be with those who have fallen ill and give them Your 

comforting heart. Wrap your arms around our world 

and hold us in your love. Allow us at this time of trial 

to then serve as instruments of that love to all we 

meet. We ask this in Your Name. Amen.        �

�

Catholic Charities 2020 Appeal Prayer.  

St. Joseph, patron of our diocese, help 

us build relationships within our 

community that strengthen and 

empower those who need it most. Let 

our carpenter tools of compassion, 

love and justice create a better world for those who are 

poor and most vulnerable. Help us find the means to make 

Western New York a better home through the 2020 

Appeal. We ask this in the name of Jesus through your 

intercession.  Amen. Saint Joseph, pray for us!  

Imprimatur:  Most Reverend Edward B. Scharfenberger  

� Please Support Appeal 2020 CCWNY.ORG�

�

Readings for the week of June 7, 2020�

Sunday: Ex 34:4b�6, 8�9/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 [52b]/�

   2 Cor 13:11�13/Jn 3:16�18 �

Monday: 1 Kgs 17:1�6/Ps 121:1bc�2, 3�4, 5�6, 7�8 [cf. 2]/�

   Mt 5:1�12�

Tuesday: 1 Kgs 17:7�16/Ps 4:2�3, 4�5, 7b�8 [7a]/�

   Mt 5:13�16�

Wednesday: 1 Kgs 18:20�39/Ps 16:1b�2ab, 4, 5ab and 8, �

   11 [1b]/Mt 5:17�19�

Thursday: Acts 11:21b�26; 13:1�3/Ps 65:10, 11, 12�13�

    [2a]/Mt 5:20�26�

Friday:� 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11�16/Ps 27:7�8a, 8b�9abc, 13�14 �

   [8b]/Mt 5:27�32�

Saturday: 1 Kgs 19:19�21/Ps 16:1b�2a and 5, 7�8, 9�10 �

   [cf. 5a]/Mt 5:33�37�

A FEW WORDS FROM YOUR PASTOR�

                                                                                                           �

   Some of you have shared with me what may be a common   

experience for many of us these days of the novel coronavirus 

pandemic:  that, on any given day, we may notice a temporary  

loss of immediate awareness as to what day of the week it is.  A 

number of you have said to me over the phone � often in the   

middle of the conversation � “now, what day of the week is it?”  

Speaking for myself, I now realize that my normal awareness of 

the days of the week (and of schedule in general) usually arises 

from my concentration upon weekend Masses (homily preparation 

in advance, the liturgical gatherings on Saturday and Sunday, and 

then reflection upon the Mass in the days following the weekend).  

Now, for these several weeks when we are prohibited by both the 

state and the diocese from celebrating Mass publicly, I sometimes 

have to concentrate to remember what day of the week it is.  Since 

the circumstances of a pandemic are so unusual for us � unknown 

to any of us, really, since the Spanish Flu of 1918 was long before 

our advent in this world� we are living in a time which suddenly 

feels as though there is little to anchor us.  �

     �

   One of the most heartening sentiments I have heard from some 

of you is how much you miss being able to come to Mass.  Some 

have spoken of this with such a depth of longing that I personally 

found to be profoundly beautiful.  I suppose it would be, after all, 

distressing to me if someone were to come out of the pandemic 

(as surely we will come out of it) and say that they had not really 

missed Mass at all.  As a priest, I am expected to continue to   

celebrate Mass daily for your intentions.  And I do.  At first, it was 

strange, akin to the first day visiting a foreign land.  Now, nearly 

three months later, it has become more familiar.  But it still is not 

at all the same as celebrating Mass with you present.  What I do 

appreciate now more than ever before is the sublime mystery    

and liturgical beauty of the Mass itself.  It was one thing to have 

studied the theology of the liturgy over thirty years ago in Rome; 

it is another now to be in such a unique situation at the moment 

and to become more deeply aware of that which I had studied so 

long ago.  �

     �

   So, just as the pandemic has brought you to a heightened  

awareness of your appreciation of the Mass through its absence, 

so also the pandemic has made me more acutely aware of my  

appreciation of the Mass because of these unusual circumstances 

which force priests to presently celebrate Mass alone.  All of us, 

you and I, have probably learned something about ourselves and 

one another that we might not have learned in any other way than 

by this pandemic.  �

     �

   What inspired me for this article is the liturgical solemnity we 

celebrate this weekend, which is Trinity Sunday.  In the second 

reading at Mass, St. Paul writes in his Second Letter to the      

Corinthians, “Brothers and sisters, rejoice.  Mend your ways,  

encourage one another, agree with one another, live in peace, and 

the God of love and peace will be with you.”  Is there any more 

timely a message for these times in which we are living?  He then 

adds, “All the holy ones greet you.”  We can be those “holy ones” 

today, for those around us.�

                                                                                                                                 

� � � � Sincerely in Christ,�

                             � � Father Joe�

     �

  “Two are better than one ... For if they fall, the                               

one will lift up his fellow.”  Ecclesiastes  
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