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Mass Intentions 
 

Monday Dec. 14 •  St. John of the Cross 
 
  7:45 a.m. John Simon by Ray & Sue Dietz 
 
Tuesday  Dec. 15 • Advent Weekday 
 
  7:45 a.m. Rev. H. R. Strassberger  

by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Cecconi 
 

 Wednesday   Dec. 16 • Advent Weekday 
   

  7:45 a.m. William Johnson by Family 
 
Thursday Dec. 17 • Late Advent Weekday 
 
   7:45 a.m.  Communion Service 

 
 Friday Dec. 18 • Late Advent Weekday  
 
  7:45 a.m. Marirose Marra by Aliscia & Nicole (daughters) 
 
  9: 00 a.m. Eddie Schiefflin by Edward & MaryAnn 

 
Saturday Dec. 19 •  Late Advent Weekday 
 
  7:45 a.m. James DiNieri by The Carella Family 

 
Vigil, 4th Sunday of Advent 

 
  4:30 p.m. (1) William Donovan by Rita & Bill Geiben 

and 
(2) Walter Kajdasz by Family 

 
Sunday Dec. 20 • 4th Sunday of Advent 
 
 8:00 a.m. George & Mary Sieczka by Jennie Mydzian 

 
10:00 a.m. John P. Bartolomei, Jr. by Family 
 
11:30 a.m. James Malinowski by wife & family 

A Vocation View 
John the Baptist urged his followers to turn away from sin and 
renounce anything that was keeping them form doing God’s 

will. What can you turn away from in order to hear God’s call 
more clearly and answer more readily? If God is calling you to 

a Church vocation, contact Fr. Baker at 716-847-5535  
or visit buffalovocations.org 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
ENCOURAGE DEEPER  

UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

December 13, 2020 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Did you ever stop and realize that there is no earthly 
gain that can ever really satisfy us? Think of winning the 
Lotto. On this side of the winning ticket, it’s all about 
the money, the new car, house, vacations, bank accounts, 
and infinite pleasures. The possibility of acquiring all of 
these earthly securities brings us back again and again to 
the purchase of a ticket. Then, one day we win! Our 
dreams are fulfilled, and happiness is on the horizon. 
Then one day, we wake up and realize that nothing has 
really changed, and I am not as satisfied as I thought I 
was or would be. I find myself living in my  
incompleteness and with my profound sorrow and grief. 
I did not find joy. 

Glimpses of joy are possible but not by material means. 
They are brought to us through incredible experiences of 
connection that bring us face to face with real and  
authentic faith, hope, and love. And, they are glimpses 
and do not last. The moment we find ourselves looking 
back at them, they are gone, and we find ourselves  
remembering the moment in memory. To carry joy  
within us is to realize that it is not something I create, 
manufacture or even acquire. It is not able to be  
purchased. It is a gift. My need for joy mirrors my need 
for eternity, for a Creator who has a claim on the very 
essence of who I am and desires a home within me. As 
C. S. Lewis discovered, joy is a surprise that speaks to 
my very soul and is given as gift by the God who loves 
me. 

The beauty of Advent is found in discovering the beauty 
of the gift of joy. God has visited his people for no other 
reason than to show them where and how to find joy! All 
of our human and earthly joy experiences are always 
only glimpses. They never satisfy us, sustain us or fulfill 
us. It is only God who is the joy of my soul. Real,  
Divine experiences of joy catch us off guard, make us 
stop and become aware, bring a feeling of awe and right-
ness and have an eternal Otherness about them. Nothing 
created by humans can ever come close to this. We  
probably will not fully realize the truth of all of this until 
we actually meet God face to face in heaven one day. 
Then, in that sacred moment when our hearts leap for 
joy we will understand what we have been tirelessly 
searching for all along. Intense gratitude will most surely 
follow. 

©LPi 
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From our Music Director, Brad Wingert 
Musical Note 
 
The gospel-style hymn “Soon and Very Soon” was 
written by Andrae Crouch, who as a young child 
suffered from dyslexia and a stutter. His father 
prayed that he would learn piano so he would 
play for the Lord. After three weeks, Andrae was 
called forth to play the piano in a church service, 
and played ever since. The hymn “Soon and Very 
Soon” emphasizes the second coming of Christ 
with powerful lyrics of anticipation, excitement 
and joy: “Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King.” 

Oplatki – Christmas Wafers 
$ 3.00 for a 3-pack available in the Sacristy 

 
Oplatki are enjoyed by families, typically right before 
the Christmas Eve (Polish - Wigilia) meal. As the  
family gathers around the table, it generally begins 
with a reading of the Lord’s Nativity from Luke’s 
Gospel and following all present will share in the 
breaking of the bread that shadows the Eucharistic 
Meal. Just as we share in the Eucharist as one family 
in Christ and receive Christ’s love through the  
Eucharist, the Oplatki allows for one’s immediate 
family to come together and share the love they have 
for one another through an exchange of blessings 
which can simply consist of what you desire for your 
loved one in the upcoming year – whether it be good 
health, success, or happiness. The purpose of this act 
is primarily to express one’s unconditional love and 
forgiveness for each member of his or her family.  
This symbolism is deepened by the fact that the name  
of the town where Jesus Christ was born, Bethlehem, 
means "House of Bread," which makes the Oplatki  
tradition an especially beautiful way to celebrate the 
charity and unity so characteristic of the Christmas  
season. 

St. Vincent DePaul Society 
St. Peter and St. Bernard worship sites 

Thank you!!  
Due to the extraordinary generosity of our many  
parishioners, the parish SVDP society was able to  
assist approximately 70 families at Thanksgiving and  
Christmas. This help was needed more this year than 
ever due to the current Covid 19 pandemic.  
Your generosity also gives us the ability to help  
community area needy families with food, utility,  
clothing and furniture during the coming year. 
All of our Conference members want to give our deepest 
appreciation to all of our parishioners who so generously  
donated to this year’s collection. God bless all of our 
supporters and we pray that you all have a Blessed  
Advent and Christmas season! 
Thank you from your SVDP society! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Confessions  

 
Wednesdays of Advent 

 

Both worship sites:  
Dec 16th 6:30-7:30pm  

St. Peter worship site 
Dec 23rd 6:30-7:30pm  

 
————————————
——————————--—- 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 2020 
* Reservations Required 

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 
Thursday Dec 24th – Christmas Eve 

4:00pm St. Peter site       *full capacity 
4:30pm St. Bernard site   *full capacity 

6:30pm St. Peter site 
10:00pm St. Bernard site 

Friday, December 25th – Christmas  
Midnight St. Peter site 
10:00am St. Peter site 

11:30am St. Bernard site 
 

NEW YEARS CELEBRATIONS 2020 
*No Reservations Needed 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
Thursday, December 31st  

5:30pm St. Peter site 
Friday, January 1st 

9:00am St. Bernard site 
10:30am St. Peter site 



I know I am getting older, but it seems like I walk into school each morning...long before the doors are even  
unlocked for morning Mass, and before I have a chance to reheat my coffee for the third time, it is time for  
dismissal announcements!!! Where do these busy days go? I like that early morning time alone...quiet, dark, 
morning prayers in front of the crucifix, and time to get my day all laid out for me. I leave a note for Barb, our 
secretary each day, so she knows what meetings I have, what projects we are working on, which teachers I need to 
talk to and which students I need to touch base with. It all starts out to be very organized...a time slot for  
everybody and everything, a schedule of all that needs to get done, and some guidance so that Barb knows where 
to find me during the day if she needs me (it is rare that I am in the office!) And then...it is 8:00 am and I quickly 
realize that I cannot control and organize my day...my day is organized by all of the people that I have grown to 
know and love over these past ten years...and that is just the way it should be! Being an elementary school  
Principal is NOT about being skilled at creating and following a schedule, but about the willingness to let go of 
your schedule and be whatever each person needs and wants you to be at any given moment. And I LOVE IT!!! 
 
On my prepared, organized schedule this week you would NOT find: 
 
 An invitation to a live, impromptu presentation in Grade 4 so I could learn how we “got” three months of  

winter based on the Greek mythology interpretation...poor Persephone 
 A hot chocolate run for Grade 8 who have been trying so hard to make the best of their last year at SPS  

without all of the Grade 8 happenings 
 Participating in a ZOOM student council meeting with middle school students as they followed THEIR  

agenda perfectly and showed that they really know how to get things done 
 All the first floor stories from home as the children tell me each morning...and sometimes into the afternoon, 

where their “elf on the shelf” was hiding that morning...(one very creative Mom put the elf in the Barbie  
bathtub and filled it with marshmallows to make it appear as bubbles) 

 Covering a Spanish class when I know very little Spanish 
 Searching for our Advent wreath...only to go to Our Lady of Fatima Shrine to buy one and have our friend, 

Father Peter, give us one for the school! Thanks so much Father Peter! 
 Calling parents with GREAT news 
 Calling parents with not great news 
 Writing multiple thank you notes to folks who have been so good 

to us...folks who donated to our angel fund, folks who gave back 
their winnings from the calendar raffle, community members who 
took such special care of our PreK students who walked down  
Center Street and mailed their letters to Santa…thanks Lower River 
Region Chamber of Commerce, Spicy Pickle and You and Me  

 Observing a second grade guided reading group where the children 
were so actively engaged in the learning they didn’t even realize I 
was there. 

 Listening and trying to understand the “why” some middle school students made some poor choices…trying 
to be the understanding and supportive adult AND the disciplinarian is a tough balancing act sometimes... 

 Getting 100% absorbed in the Grade 3 “traditions” project that pulls on my heart strings every year  
(thanks Mrs. Andrzejak and Mrs. Morello) 

 Preparing daily surprises for all the staff each day of December to remind them that they are loved and  
appreciated and that their Principal sometimes is a bit crazy with her ideas… 

 
And the list goes on with so many great things that make THIS job the BEST job in the world.  
Yes...I am getting older and I have learned so much about life here at this place called St. Peter RC School...but 
most importantly...it is not about crossing things off my list each day that makes me feel accomplished, but about 
taking time each day to do all those unplanned, spontaneous things that are NOT on the list and allowing myself 
to realize that these are the most important parts of my job...my day...my week. And I smile often under my mask 
and I am enjoying and appreciating every minute of it! 
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A Message from our Principal 
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3rd Sunday of Advent Readings and Gospel 
 

To assist in following along during the Liturgy of the Word 
each week, we invite you to bring your Bible to Mass. 

 
Reading 1  Philippians 4:4-5 

Responsorial Psalm PS Luke 1:46-48,49-50,53-54  
R. My soul rejoices in my God. 

Reading 2 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Gospel  John 1:6-8,19-28 

 
* Readings from The New American Bible translation 

St. Peter Parish Prayer Group 

Prayer has the ability to change the world through 
God’s grace, especially when said as a group. It is  
especially important to raise our voices in prayer  
during these turbulent times. Our family here at St.  
Peter’s Parish is excited to be praying together with  
our Prayer Group. This is an important time in our 
lives where we need the power of prayer to garner 
God’s grace and bring us closer to Jesus our Savior. 
 
Our intent is to pray as a group (in Church or in our 
homes) at the same time every week. Monday’s will  
be the day set aside for our group. There will be two 
times to accommodate everyone. We will pray as a 
group following the 7:45am morning mass and again  
at 7:00pm at our St. Peter Worship Site. For those  
parishioners who are homebound, we want you to be 
able to join us spiritually at your homes as well. You 
can contact the rectory so we can add you to the list 
and mail you the monthly prayer. It is also available 
on our website www.stpeterlewiston.org under the 
Parish tab. 
 
We will be praying for our World, Universal Church, 
our Diocese, our Parish and personal intentions. 
Prayers of thanks are also included. We are hoping 
that this will deepen our faith and strengthen our 
community. If you are interested in joining or for 
more information please call the rectory at  
(716) 754-4118. Come and join us and see the  
power of prayer here at work 
within our communities of 
Lewiston and Youngstown. 

All Are Welcome! 

Marian Garden Memorial 

 

    The 3rd set of bricks will be 

engraved in early Spring 2021  

 

    If you are interested in having 

a brick engraved for a loved 

one, please pick up a form in 

the church, or call the rectory 

for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Imagine. You're a young virgin bride who has 
yet to intimately know your husband, and 
you're told by an angel that you have been 
chosen to carry the Savior of the world within 
your womb. Mary didn't plan this.  But her 
consent triggered events that would radically 
change her life, her husband's life, and...the 
world.  How would she explain this miracu-
lous conception to her husband? How could 
she even accept that something like this was 
possible? 
 
Mary could have chosen to reject it all.  She 
could have justified it because the timing  
wasn't "ideal" or felt that their material  
poverty was sufficient reason not to bring a 
child into the world.  But she decided to be 
stronger than her circumstances. 
 
And Joseph could have chosen abandonment 
over fatherhood, but he chose adoption  
instead. What an incredible illustration of how 
fathers matter even when the bond isn't  
biological. 
 
Courage unleashes miracles. This Christmas, 
may we be reminded of the faith and  
vulnerability that is required in our own  
journeys. 



Carmela Alati 

Christina Armington 

Amanda Balisteri 

Scott Barber 

Dr. Sam Battaglia 

Jean Bey 

Michael Boeck 

William Boeck 

Jean Borgatti 

Cindy Aungier Budge 

Gavin Burns 

Richard Burns 

Armand Cacciatore 

Susan Mikula Campbell 

Joe Carroll 

Amy Christman 

Arlene Christman 

Sandra Ciavaglia 

William Cockayne 

Mike Coe 

Pat Comerford 

Jeanne Salada Conroy 

Jackie Coughlin 

Agnes Crandall 

Tina Crewe 

Noreen Crummie 

Danielle Cullen 

Bruce David 

Kathy Dean 

Matthew DelMonte 

Fr. Richard Delzingaro 

Frank DePonceau 

Carol Dever 

Mary Ecker 

Melissa Farmer 

Grace Fiegel 

Melissa Franks 

Patrick Chief Fitzgerald 

Sandra Gallagher 

Janice Gomesky 

Patricia Gratto 

Ralph Grizanti 

MaryLou Hallat 

Elizabeth Ecker Hanna 

Phyllis Infantino 

Dennis Jacobs 

Kevin Jarnszewski 

Lori Kandow 

Ken Kenney 

Marilyn Kennedy 

Michael Kiely 

Margaret Langlois 

Josephine Lauzonis 

Adelia Loss 

Teresa Lozina 

Kathleen Maxian 

Beth McAllister 

Janice McCaw 

Sr. Ann McDermott, OSF 

Doreen Melton 

Lynn Meteer 

Sean Meteer 

Maria Miklitsch 

Maria Minarcin  

Raymond Mobus 

Mary Moore 

Nancy Moore 

Thomas Moore 

Michael Moreland 

Elaine Muhr 

Lonnie Mullins 

Dorothy Napier 

Cathy Niccola 

Griffin Nusbaum 

Violet O’Donnell 

Colleen O’Leary 

Dorothy Oliverio 

Eugene Piotrowski 

Elaine Polizzi 

Nicole Prouty 

John Quinn 

Maureen Reagan 

Edward Schieffelin  

Alan Schug 

Abigail Schuster 

Barb Semo 

John Semo 

Maya Serra 

Benjamin Shirback 

Connie Silver 

David Smith 

Donald Smith 

Joann Smith 

Jacob Specer 

Albert Specyal 

Patrick S. Teixeira 

Barbara Tempest 

Cecil Tittle 

Ray Tracy 

Joel Traverse 

Maureen Ventry 

Elizabeth Virtuoso 

Pat Whelan 

Thomas Wroniak 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

Dec 19-20 

Saturday  

4:30pm 

Sunday  

8:00am 

Sunday 

10:00am 

Sunday 

11:30am 

Lector Cheryl Milicia Tom Caserta Jeff Baumler Jan Mathews 

Altar Server     

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

Kathy Scalfani 
John Bonghi 

Kathy Halgash 

Rich Helfrich 
June Helfrich 

Paula Shimmel 
Shirley Berrigan 

Natasha D’Lima 
Joseph Iozzo 

Samuela Iozzo 

Mary Klinger 
Ken Klinger 
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Let us remember our parishioners and loved ones who are in need of our prayers: 

PARISH OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
 

DEC 5-6 
 

Weekend Collections           11,436.25 

Online Giving 12/01-12/04            1,772.00 

 

TOTAL           $13,208.25 

 
 

BAPTISMS: Celebrated every Sunday by prior arrangement. Parent 
Baptism Class is held monthly.  Please call the rectory for reservations. 
MARRIAGES: All arrangements must be made at least six months in 
advance with the pastor. 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: If you or a loved one is in need of the 
Anointing of the Sick, please make arrangements with the parish office.  
We are happy to visit you with Communion, Confession or to offer the 
Sacrament of Anointing in your home, hospital or healthcare facility.  
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION: Gladly given to registered 
parishioners (at least three months) who have received the Sacraments of 
Initiation, practice their faith regularly, and support the parish. 
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STEVE’S HEATING & COOLINGSTEVE’S HEATING & COOLING

 297-6444
Furnaces • Boilers • Air Conditioning

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
24 Hour Service • Senior Discount

Steve Fuller, Parishioner • LICENSED & INSURED

LANDSCAPING
Youngstown, N.Y.
745-3992 • Mike Costello

 William Berard, Attorney/Parishioner
 345 Buffalo Ave., Niagara Falls NY
 (716) 285-3288 • wberard@berardlaw.com
  Before paying for a nursing home call us about asset preservation.

Elder Law • Estates & Trusts • Real Estate • Personal Injury

APPLE GRANNY’S RESTAURANT 
433 CENTER ST., LEWISTON • 754-2028

We don’t serve fast food ~ We 
serve good food as fast as we can!

Same 
comfortable 

atmosphere & good 
food with Your New 

Hosts Chuck 
and Michael

THIS SPACE IS

AARON M. BAUMLER, DMD
Quality General Dentistry in a Caring Atmosphere

Visit DentalCareAssociates.com
or Call Kim at 297-1644 Ext 12 for information

Hibbard’sHibbard’s
Old Portage ShopOld Portage Shop

125 Portage Rd • Lewiston
716-754-8660

 Large Selection of
 Wines & Liquors
 Sun 12pm-6pm
 M-Th 9am-9pm
 Fri & Sat 9am-10pm
Gift Cards & Gift Wrapping AvailableGift Cards & Gift Wrapping Available

P i cc i r i l l o ’s  F l o r i s t
We  S e rv i ce  A l l  Yo u r  Fl o r a l  N e e d s

716-285-1007 
2508 Niagara st. • niagara falls
Catherine Rotella & Al Piccirillo

piccirillosflorist.com

 Jim and Julianne Hibbard
 AUTO • HOME • LIFE
 779 Cayuga St., Ste. 2, Lewiston 14092
 716-754-2525
 Your Local Independent Agents

This Space 
is Available

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 
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LEWISTON EYECARE
Dr. Joseph s. hargrave

Eye Exams • Quality Eyewear
Contact Lenses • Sunglasses
225 Portage Rd. • 754-8816

FUNERAL HOME
754-7963

N. Fourth & Ridge Streets
Lewiston, N.Y. 14092

791-3911
3648 Ransomville Road
Ransomville, N.Y. 14131

www.hardisonfuneralhomes.com

455 East Lane • Lewiston • 716-870-2388
Complete landsCape design & installation

Retaining Walls • spRing & Fall Cleanups

laWn seRviCe • laWn installations

KRELLCAD LANDSCAPING INC

Amendola
Property Management, Inc.

800 Main Street, Suite 3E, Niagara Falls, NY
(716) 285-5050 • www.amendolapm.com
Commercial Real Estate Leasing, Apartment Rental 
at the Village Mini Plaza • S. 8th & Cayuga Street

Historic Village of Lewiston

Niagara Monuments Works
Monuments - Statues  

Markers - Bronze Markers
Low Discount Prices

Largest showroom in WNY
M-F 9-5; Sat 10-2

4801 Hyde Park Blvd, Niag. Falls

285-4318

Neal Agcy Inc
Mike Neal, Agent
2908 Military Road
Niagara Falls, NY 14304
297-5566
mike.neal.he5p@statefarm.com

Gross Plumbing & Heating
                  John Gross Master Plumber 255-0554 • Jonathan Gross 545-7719

Sewer Cleaning, Excavation, Waterproofing,  
Hot Water Tanks, Remodeling, 7 Day a week service 

Serving Niagara & Erie County for over 50 years • 2104 Niagara St., Niagara Falls

Pre-Arrangement Planning • Cremation
Traditional Funerals • Memorial Services

2730 Military Rd. • Niagara Falls 14304
716-298-1800

www.mjcoluccifuneralchapel.com
John C. Colucci, Parishioner 

 If you or a loved one 
 are in need of
 Post-Acute Rehabilitation
 Long-Term Residential Care
 Memory Care

You have a choice, ask for OLP!
5285 Lewiston Rd. • (716) 298-2900

781 Cayuga St. Historic Lewiston
754-8880

3034 Sweet Home Rd., Amherst
564-8880

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR SPECIALS 
www.favoritespizza.com
“We’ll Make It Your FavorIte”

Funeral Home, Inc.
rhoneyfuneralhome.com

    1124 Ontario Ave 901 Cayuga St 5893 Hoover Rd
 Niagara Falls, NY  Lewiston, NY Sanborn, NY
 285-3436 754-2526 731-9350

Enjoy expert and highly personalized service
when you work with this local payroll provider
 716.405.7831 • www.payrollvault.com
 765 Cayuga St • Lewiston, NY

HR Services,Time & Attendance Solutions
Pay as you Go Workers Compensation

The Law Office of
John D. Ceretto II, Esq.

685 Cayuga Dr., Lewiston
jcerettoii@yahoo.com

716-949-9305
 Specializing in
 Criminal, Family,
 Real Estate,
 Corporate,Wills,
 and Personal Injury

Seaman Norris LLP
 Attorneys at Law

744 Davison Rd., Lockport • 716-434-3311 
seamannorris.com

Wills, Trusts, Elder Law, Real Estate and Personal Injury

Hager equity group, inc.
John Hager, Financial Consultant

Investment Strategies • Stocks-Bonds-Mutual
Funds-Annuities

6928 Williams Rd. • Niagara Falls, NY
716-297-1717

Securities and advisory services offered through Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc. Member FINRA/
SIPC Hager Equity Group Inc. and Cadaret Grant & Co. are separate entities


