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Mass Intentions 

 
 

Monday Dec. 28 •  The Holy Innocents 
 
  7:45 a.m. Francis Collins by Dennis Collins  
 
Tuesday  Dec. 29 •  5th day within the Octave of the  

 Nativity of the Lord 
 
  7:45 a.m.  Sr. Elizabeth Domin, SCGR  

 by The Broderick    Family 
 

 Wednesday      Dec. 30 •  6th day within the Octave of the  
  Nativity of the Lord 

   
  7:45 a.m. John DiPofi by Todd & Ali 
 
Thursday Dec. 31 • 7th day within the Octave of the  

Nativity of the Lord 
 
   7:45 a.m.  Communion Service 

 
   5:30 p.m.  Parishioners 

 
  Friday Jan. 1 • The Octave Day of the Nativity of the 

Lord; Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. 
 
  9:00 a.m. Parishioners  
 
  10:30 a.m. Mary Low by Sharon & Richard Low 

 
Saturday Jan. 2 •  St. Basil the Great  

& St Gregory Nazianzen 
 
  7:45 a.m. Hope Hastings by Estate 

 
Vigil, The Epiphany of the Lord 

 
  4:30 p.m. (1) Edward L. Smith, Jr. by family 

and 
(2) Gordon Smith by Neighbors; Annie McCray  
& Mary Toussant 

 
Sunday Jan. 3 • The Epiphany of the Lord 
 
 8:00 a.m. Dr. Robert McVeigh  

by Mr. & Mrs. Ronald LaDuca & family 
 

10:00 a.m. Margee Zito by Sally Zito 
 
11:30 a.m. Julie Lefebvre by Rita Rolfe 

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION -  
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

December 27, 2020 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Tragedy and disappointment are inevitable. What sees 
you through this? There will be challenges, changes,  
unexpected circumstances, interrupted plans, hurts, 
and injustices experienced by every human being at 
some point in their lives. We will be asked to adjust 
our plans, change course, and even encounter  
suffering and death. Where do we learn all of the  
lessons we need to live life well? Some of them we 
learn along the way but much of what we bring to life, 
positive and negative, comes from our early  
beginnings, our families. This is our early world and 
provides the blueprint for how we see the bigger, 
more inclusive world, which unfolds before us. 

Our families of origin can be sources of grace,  
heartache or a combination of both. Families are  
intended to be pivotal in providing us with proper  
social structure and understanding, a support system, 
lessons about relationships and communication, and 
the unconditional acceptance and love we so  
desperately crave. They can also determine whether 
we have an accessible and healthy relationship with 
God. Many of life’s challenges can literally bring us 
to our knees and require that we possess a strength of 
character that resides well beyond the superficialities 
of our world. At some point we will all need three 
coping gifts that can be given to us only by God: faith, 
hope, and love. Our families help us learn that we are 
not the ones responsible for their creation, but God! 

Our experience of early family life colors all of our  
relationships and what we expect to achieve from life 
in general. Resolving conflicts, dealing with difficulty 
and suffering, celebrating accomplishments,  
prioritizing our needs, listening to God’s call,  
understanding relationships, understanding  
disappointment, learning about the virtues and living a 
centered focused life are all lessons our families either 
succeed in teaching or do not. To succeed, as God has 
designed and ordered our world, is to discover his 
presence and then trust that Presence. The Holy  
Family can teach even the most dysfunctional family 
how to best use God’s gifts of faith, hope, and love to 
find him and do his will. Their simple humble  
example is always before us, showing us the way.  
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us! 



WHAT DOES THE HOLY FAMILY 

TEACH US?                                                                                       

 
 

They Follow God’s Lead 
The Scriptures paint the early life of the Holy Family as God calls them to a 
special mission. With the angel Gabriel, we greet Mary and learn of her  
calling to become the Mother of God. Our introduction to St. Joseph consists 
of him deciding to divorce Mary quietly, believing she brought shame and  
dishonor upon him and his family. But an angel invites Joseph to change his 
mind and take Mary into his home, to become the guardian of Mary and Jesus, the husband of Mary and foster-
father of Jesus. In that home at Nazareth we meet a couple who shows an openness to allowing God to lead their 
life together. Mary surely had other plans for her life; as many believe, she took a vow of virginity at an early age, 
so becoming a physical mother was something she did not anticipate. Yet, she heard God’s invitation, and knew 
that His plans were better for her life; therefore, she gives her fiat — that is, her “yes” to God. St. Joseph opens his 
heart to the messenger sent by God and takes Mary into his home. This would not be the first or last time that St. 
Joseph followed God’s lead in his life as he protected the Holy Family. After Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, they follow 
the prompting of an angel to flee into Egypt for safety and wait there until another angelic message leads them 
back home. The Holy Family is a great example for families everywhere to always be open to whatever God’s will 
might be and to always be listening for God to speak. He might speak his will in prayer or through another person. 
By our own prayer and discernment, we too can follow God’s lead for our life. 
 

A Teacher of Virtue 
The home should be the principal place of catechesis. Unfortunately, many families today allow the Church to fill 
that role alone. The home of Nazareth, in addition to the local synagogue, would have been the place of instruction 
for the Christ Child. The Holy Family taught Jesus how to read, and at the start of his public ministry Jesus would 
read from the scroll and declare the passage to be fulfilled in their hearing (see Lk 4:21). Mary and Joseph would 
have taught the Christ Child how to pray, especially the Shema, and years later Jesus would teach his disciples 
how to pray with the Our Father. Joseph would have handed on his trade to his son, who later would die on the 
wood of a cross. Jesus had a great concern for the poor and the marginalized. In the home of Nazareth he learned 
generosity and kindness. The home of Nazareth reminds us that families have the responsibility of teaching their 
children the Faith and to model the virtues. Jesus had most excellent parents; Mary was without sin and Joseph is 
described as a just and prudent man. Parents today can learn from Joseph and Mary on how to teach their  
children. 
 

A Call to Chastity 
The Catholic tradition upholds the belief that Mary remained ever-virgin. St. Joseph often is referred to as Mary’s 
most chaste spouse, and in the Litany of St. Joseph is recognized as the chaste guardian of the Virgin. Perhaps 
this is yet another way the Holy Family provides an example to our modern world, often assaulted by sexual  
promiscuity and fleeting lustful thoughts. The chaste relationship of Joseph and Mary reminds all Christian faithful 
that, even in marriage, chastity is to be observed. The practice of natural family planning (NFP) is one way a  
couple observes chastity in their marriage. The fidelity of Joseph and Mary to each other also gives great example 
and encourages couples in their fidelity to one another, even in difficult circumstances. The chaste relationship 
between Joseph and Mary means they experienced intimacy in different ways through their common life together. 
Their purity of mind and heart of mutual love for each other and the Son of God is indeed worthy of imitation by all 
families. 
 

Devotion to the Holy Family 
Devotion to the Holy Family of Nazareth emerges in times when the family becomes weakened because of  
political and societal pressures. In the medieval period, Jean Gerson, theologian at the Council of Constance 
(1414-18), encouraged devotion to the Holy Family, and Pope Leo XIII said that imitation of the Holy Family would 
be a means to revitalize and strengthen family life. In the third millennium the institution of the family once again 
suffers attacks politically and socially. Perhaps now is the time for us to knock on the door of the Holy Family’s 
home in Nazareth and move from being an onlooker peering into a guest in their home. From them we will learn 
many virtues for Christian family life and, through their inspiration, to practice them in our homes and among our 
own families. 
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“This has definitely been a different Christmas!” We 
have heard those words spoken so many times  
lately...I have used them myself in planning for our 
family celebration. And it IS different in how we  
gather and where we go. But the most important part 
of the season did not change...and never will 
change. December 25 will always be the birth of the 
Child Jesus, the day when God became man to live 
and grow amongst us and show us the way to  
salvation. 
 
We were unable to share the Christmas story at the 
Christmas Eve Mass this year, however, if you want 
a bit of Christmas cheer, filled with the faces and 
voices of our children, please tune into the Saint  
Peter RC School webpage (www.stpeterrc.org)  
where each of our classes performed as if the “real 
live event” was happening. You can tell by the looks 
on their faces that THEY felt they were performing 
on the altar in front of a Church filled with hundreds 
of happy faces. Some of the classes began  
practicing as early as October as they were unsure 
what the status of school being open would be, and 
their hard work certainly paid off as you will see 
when you watch...from our littlest angels to the  
traditional Nativity scene...God bless them all! 
 
From all of us at Saint Peter RC School, we send our 
warmest wishes for good things over this Christmas 
break, and we, like all, pray that 2021 is filled with 
the blessings of good health and peace for all. 
 
The school office is closed until January 4, 2021, but 
if you need anything you can reach me through my 
email at mingham@stpeterrc.org. I will be in and out 
of the office most days over the break as we prepare 
for the new year. If there is anything you need...just 
give me a holler.  
 
Also please note that our 2021-2022 re-registration 
packets went home with our current school families 
on December 15, 2020. Students currently enrolled 
in Saint Peter School will be given the first  
opportunity to re-enroll. Open registration, for all who 
are interested in SPS for September 2021 begins on 
January 19, 2021, and will be added to the class lists 
on a first come, first served basis. Registration forms 
can be accessed on our website or by calling the 
school office at (716) 754-4470. 
 

SAINT PETER RC SCHOOL 
FAITH 

FAMILY 
FUTURE  

SAFE 
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St. Peter RC Parish would like  
to extend a warm welcome  

to our newly registered families: 

Miss Renee Polka 
  

 
There will be Eucharistic Adoration  

on January 1st following 10:30 Mass  
Family hour is from 6pm to 7pm and Adoration  

will conclude with Repose at 8pm  
All are invited to come and pray. 

For more information, please contact  
Sarah Ambrosia @ 957-2410 

A Message from our Principal 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

 
To assist in following along during the Liturgy of the Word 

each week, we invite you to bring your Bible to Mass. 

 
Reading 1  Genesis 15:1-6,21:1-3 

Responsorial Psalm  
105:1-2,3-4,5-6,8-9 

R. The Lord remembers his covenant forever. 

Reading 2 Hebrews 11:8,11-12, 17-19 

Gospel  Luke 2:22-40 

 
* Readings from The New American Bible translation 

 
 
 
 

NEW YEARS CELEBRATIONS 2020 
*No Reservations Needed 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
Thursday, December 31st  

5:30pm St. Peter site 
Friday, January 1st 

9:00am St. Bernard site 
10:30am St. Peter site 
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Tuesday, January 12th 7:00 p.m. 
Parent Baptism Class 
St. Peter’s Rectory 
Attendance is mandatory for families  
wishing to baptize their children.  
For questions and to reserve your place,  
please call the rectory office at 754-4118. 
*Classes held 2nd Tuesday of every month in rectory. 

 
PLEASE DROP NON-PERISHABLES AND PERSONAL ITEMS  
IN THE BARRELS ONCE AGAIN, AS THE NEED IS GREAT.  
Both worship sites have barrels in the vestibules for donations. 
In addition to food donations, please know that donations of  
personal care items (shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant, etc.) are also 
welcome.  If you are able to donate these types of items, please place 
them in the barrels and our St. Vincent de Paul  
Society will make sure they are delivered to Heart, Love & Soul to as-
sist those in need in our community.   
Thank you for your generosity! 

The School is looking for a few volunteers each day to 
come and assist as we deliver lunches and help the  
children enjoy some social time while eating and keeping a 
safe distance. If you can help us out on any school day from 
11:00 am-12:30 pm, we would love to have you.  
Please call Barb in the office at 754-4470, and let her know. 
We will get you all set up and be forever thankful that  
you are hearing our call for assistance. God bless all! 

Nativity Sets on Display 
Fr. Roy Herberger will have 300 (of his 650)  
nativity sets from 58 countries on display at the  
Fatima Shrine, Lewiston during their “Festival of Lights.”  
It will be open to the public from  
5-9 pm on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays  
only from November 21 until January 3.  
If you have any questions, contact Fr. Roy 
 at 716-852-2076 or royhope@aol.com.  

A Vocation View 
 

The Holy Family– Jesus, Mary and Joseph– always  
supported each other in doing God’s will, even when it  
involved hardship. As the family of God’s children, we 
must help each other follow God’s will. Let us not 
stand in the way of those whom God has called to a 
Church vocation. Invite them to contact Fr. Dave 
Baker at 716-847-5535 or visit buffalovocations.org 

 

St. Peter Parish  
Prayer Group 
 
Our intent is to pray as a group  
(in Church or in our homes) at the same 
time every week. Monday’s will be the day set aside for our 
group. There will be two times to accommodate everyone. 
We will pray as a group following the 7:45am morning mass 
and again at 7:00pm at our St. Peter Worship Site. For those 
parishioners who are homebound, we want you to be able to 
join us spiritually at your homes as well. You can contact the 
rectory so we can add you to the list and mail you the month-
ly prayer. It is also available on our website 
www.stpeterlewiston.org under the Parish tab. 
 
We will be praying for our World, Universal Church, our  
Diocese, our Parish and personal intentions. Prayers of 
thanks are also included. We are hoping that this will deepen 
our faith and strengthen our community. If you are interested 
in joining or for more information please call the rectory at  
(716) 754-4118. Come and join us and see the power of 
prayer here at work within our communities of Lewiston and 
Youngstown. All Are Welcome! 

Imagine. You're a young virgin bride 
who has yet to intimately know your 
husband, and you're told by an angel 
that you have been chosen to carry the 
Savior of the world within your womb. 
Mary didn't plan this.  But her consent 
triggered events that would radically 

change her life, her husband's life, and...the world.  How would 
she explain this miraculous conception to her husband? How 
could she even accept that something like this was possible? 
Mary could have chosen to reject it all.  She could have justified 
it because the timing wasn't "ideal" or felt that their material 
poverty was sufficient reason not to bring a child into the 
world.  But she decided to be stronger than her circumstances. 
And Joseph could have chosen abandonment over fatherhood, 
but he chose adoption instead. What an incredible illustration 
of how fathers matter even when the bond isn't biological. 
Courage unleashes miracles. This Christmas, may we be  
reminded of the faith and vulnerability that is required in our 
own journeys. 



Carmela Alati 

Christina Armington 

Amanda Balisteri 

Scott Barber 

Dr. Sam Battaglia 

Jean Bey 

Michael Boeck 

William Boeck 

Jean Borgatti 

Cindy Aungier Budge 

Gavin Burns 

Richard Burns 

Armand Cacciatore 

Susan Mikula Campbell 

Joe Carroll 

Amy Christman 

Arlene Christman 

Sandra Ciavaglia 

William Cockayne 

Mike Coe 

Pat Comerford 

Jeanne Salada Conroy 

Jackie Coughlin 

Agnes Crandall 

Tina Crewe 

Noreen Crummie 

Danielle Cullen 

Bruce David 

Kathy Dean 

Matthew DelMonte 

Fr. Richard Delzingaro 

Frank DePonceau 

Carol Dever 

Mary Ecker 

Melissa Farmer 

Grace Fiegel 

Melissa Franks 

Patrick Chief Fitzgerald 

Sandra Gallagher 

Janice Gomesky 

Patricia Gratto 

Ralph Grizanti 

MaryLou Hallat 

Elizabeth Ecker Hanna 

Phyllis Infantino 

Dennis Jacobs 

Kevin Jarnszewski 

Lori Kandow 

Ken Kenney 

Marilyn Kennedy 

Michael Kiely 

Margaret Langlois 

Josephine Lauzonis 

Adelia Loss 

Teresa Lozina 

Kathleen Maxian 

Beth McAllister 

Janice McCaw 

Sr. Ann McDermott, OSF 

Doreen Melton 

Lynn Meteer 

Sean Meteer 

Maria Miklitsch 

Maria Minarcin  

Raymond Mobus 

Mary Moore 

Nancy Moore 

Thomas Moore 

Michael Moreland 

Elaine Muhr 

Lonnie Mullins 

Dorothy Napier 

Cathy Niccola 

Griffin Nusbaum 

Violet O’Donnell 

Colleen O’Leary 

Dorothy Oliverio 

Eugene Piotrowski 

Elaine Polizzi 

Nicole Prouty 

John Quinn 

Maureen Reagan 

Edward Schieffelin  

Alan Schug 

Abigail Schuster 

Barb Semo 

John Semo 

Maya Serra 

Benjamin Shirback 

Connie Silver 

David Smith 

Donald Smith 

Joann Smith 

Jacob Specer 

Albert Specyal 

Patrick S. Teixeira 

Barbara Tempest 

Cecil Tittle 

Ray Tracy 

Joel Traverse 

Maureen Ventry 

Elizabeth Virtuoso 

Pat Whelan 

Thomas Wroniak 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

Jan 2-3 

Saturday  

4:30pm 

Sunday  

8:00am 

Sunday 

10:00am 

Sunday 

11:30am 

Lector Bill Heinz Tom Caserta Darlene Pallone Jan Mathews 

Altar Server     

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

Gail Masic 
John Masic 
Bill Taczak 

Betty Birmingham 

Judy Caserta 
Patrick Bey 

Bernie Franjoine 

Jerry Castiglione 
Maureen Castiglione 

 

Jan Mathews 
Dr. Mark Mieth 
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Let us remember our parishioners and loved ones who are in need of our prayers: 

 

The collections will be reported next week 
due to the holiday. As always, we thank 

you for your generosity to our parish.   
 

God bless you! 
- Fr. Cole 

BAPTISMS: Celebrated every Sunday by prior arrangement. Parent 
Baptism Class is held monthly.  Please call the rectory for reservations. 
MARRIAGES: All arrangements must be made at least six months in 
advance with the pastor. 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: If you or a loved one is in need of the 
Anointing of the Sick, please make arrangements with the parish office.  
We are happy to visit you with Communion, Confession or to offer the 
Sacrament of Anointing in your home, hospital or healthcare facility.  
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION: Gladly given to registered 
parishioners (at least three months) who have received the Sacraments of 
Initiation, practice their faith regularly, and support the parish. 
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STEVE’S HEATING & COOLINGSTEVE’S HEATING & COOLING

 297-6444
Furnaces • Boilers • Air Conditioning

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
24 Hour Service • Senior Discount

Steve Fuller, Parishioner • LICENSED & INSURED

LANDSCAPING
Youngstown, N.Y.
745-3992 • Mike Costello

 William Berard, Attorney/Parishioner
 345 Buffalo Ave., Niagara Falls NY
 (716) 285-3288 • wberard@berardlaw.com
  Before paying for a nursing home call us about asset preservation.

Elder Law • Estates & Trusts • Real Estate • Personal Injury

APPLE GRANNY’S RESTAURANT 
433 CENTER ST., LEWISTON • 754-2028

We don’t serve fast food ~ We 
serve good food as fast as we can!

Same 
comfortable 

atmosphere & good 
food with Your New 

Hosts Chuck 
and Michael

THIS SPACE IS

AARON M. BAUMLER, DMD
Quality General Dentistry in a Caring Atmosphere

Visit DentalCareAssociates.com
or Call Kim at 297-1644 Ext 12 for information

Hibbard’sHibbard’s
Old Portage ShopOld Portage Shop

125 Portage Rd • Lewiston
716-754-8660

 Large Selection of
 Wines & Liquors
 Sun 12pm-6pm
 M-Th 9am-9pm
 Fri & Sat 9am-10pm
Gift Cards & Gift Wrapping AvailableGift Cards & Gift Wrapping Available

 Jim and Julianne Hibbard
 AUTO • HOME • LIFE
 779 Cayuga St., Ste. 2, Lewiston 14092
 716-754-2525
 Your Local Independent Agents

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

This 
Space is 
Available
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LEWISTON EYECARE
Dr. Joseph s. hargrave

Eye Exams • Quality Eyewear
Contact Lenses • Sunglasses
225 Portage Rd. • 754-8816

FUNERAL HOME
754-7963

N. Fourth & Ridge Streets
Lewiston, N.Y. 14092

791-3911
3648 Ransomville Road
Ransomville, N.Y. 14131

www.hardisonfuneralhomes.com

Amendola
Property Management, Inc.

800 Main Street, Suite 3E, Niagara Falls, NY
(716) 285-5050 • www.amendolapm.com
Commercial Real Estate Leasing, Apartment Rental 
at the Village Mini Plaza • S. 8th & Cayuga Street

Historic Village of Lewiston

Niagara Monuments Works
Monuments - Statues  

Markers - Bronze Markers
Low Discount Prices

Largest showroom in WNY
M-F 9-5; Sat 10-2

4801 Hyde Park Blvd, Niag. Falls

285-4318

Neal Agcy Inc
Mike Neal, Agent
2908 Military Road
Niagara Falls, NY 14304
297-5566
mike.neal.he5p@statefarm.com

Gross Plumbing & Heating
                  John Gross Master Plumber 255-0554 • Jonathan Gross 545-7719

Sewer Cleaning, Excavation, Waterproofing,  
Hot Water Tanks, Remodeling, 7 Day a week service 

Serving Niagara & Erie County for over 50 years • 2104 Niagara St., Niagara Falls

Pre-Arrangement Planning • Cremation
Traditional Funerals • Memorial Services

2730 Military Rd. • Niagara Falls 14304
716-298-1800

www.mjcoluccifuneralchapel.com
John C. Colucci, Parishioner 

 If you or a loved one 
 are in need of
 Post-Acute Rehabilitation
 Long-Term Residential Care
 Memory Care

You have a choice, ask for OLP!
5285 Lewiston Rd. • (716) 298-2900

781 Cayuga St. Historic Lewiston
754-8880

3034 Sweet Home Rd., Amherst
564-8880

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR SPECIALS 
www.favoritespizza.com
“We’ll Make It Your FavorIte”

Funeral Home, Inc.
rhoneyfuneralhome.com

    1124 Ontario Ave 901 Cayuga St 5893 Hoover Rd
 Niagara Falls, NY  Lewiston, NY Sanborn, NY
 285-3436 754-2526 731-9350

Enjoy expert and highly personalized service
when you work with this local payroll provider
 716.405.7831 • www.payrollvault.com
 765 Cayuga St • Lewiston, NY

HR Services,Time & Attendance Solutions
Pay as you Go Workers Compensation

The Law Office of
John D. Ceretto II, Esq.

685 Cayuga Dr., Lewiston
jcerettoii@yahoo.com

716-949-9305
 Specializing in
 Criminal, Family,
 Real Estate,
 Corporate,Wills,
 and Personal Injury

Seaman Norris LLP
 Attorneys at Law

744 Davison Rd., Lockport • 716-434-3311 
seamannorris.com

Wills, Trusts, Elder Law, Real Estate and Personal Injury

Hager equity group, inc.
John Hager, Financial Consultant

Investment Strategies • Stocks-Bonds-Mutual
Funds-Annuities

6928 Williams Rd. • Niagara Falls, NY
716-297-1717

Securities and advisory services offered through Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc. Member FINRA/
SIPC Hager Equity Group Inc. and Cadaret Grant & Co. are separate entities


