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PARISH
MISSION STATEMENT

We are a faith community
of Roman Catholics who
are united in Christ. Our
lives are based on faith,
hope and charity, guided

by the Holy Spirit and
sustained by the
Sacraments.

Our mission is to help
all people achieve
salvation by spreading the
message of God’s love.
We strive to strengthen
this effort by enriching
ourselves through the
Scriptures and the
Sacraments. We share

Jesus said to them,

our faith by teaching,
HT . = 4 =
personal witness and I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never
works of charity. hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst.”

- n 8:35
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Breaking Bad Habits
ood &

Old habits are hard to break, but
K we give it a try. Some people make
~ New Year’s resolutions. They seize
- the opportunity of a new calendar
and decide to make a new beginning in their life.

nough &8
for ! o

Others use the season of Lent. On Ash Wednesday we
acknowledge our faults, and we spend six weeks doing pen-
ance for them, in order to rise with Christ as new people on
Easter Day.

Some people reach for help when the habits have become
addictions. Through individual and group counseling they
come to recognize their own limitations, and they take one
day at a time to live a new life.

The sacrament of reconciliation helps too. We bring our sins
to God and seek the grace of this sacrament to overcome our
weakness and strengthen our resolve to follow Christ.

We are not alone. Everyone struggles to break bad habits.
And they always have.

The Letter to the Ephesians addressed a group of Christian
converts who formerly adhered to Gentile beliefs and habits.
Becoming Christian, they should have left their former ways
behind. But many of them didn’t. The letter tells them, “You
must no longer live as the Gentiles do. ... You should put
away the old self of your former way of life, corrupted
through deceitful desires.”

When we turn to Christ we “put on a new self,” and we can
leave old habits behind.

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ephesians 4:17, 20-24

SS. Peter & Paul Church, Williamsville, New York

- —Jé) The Community of SS. Peter & Paul

=" offers to pray for the following persons

L:—:Zﬁ'*‘ '”_*'{-_I who have asked for our prayers in

JLe j’*"r “7" making them Whole again in Body,
~/ TEYEr Mind and Spirit:

Marian Sobieck, Nicole Hayes Barrett, Carol & Paul Miller,
Beth Heidler, Alex Murchinson, Chris Christopher, Elizabeth
Sullivan, Mary Lauria, Rose Miliotto, Mary Ann Gottstine,
Diane Johnston, Joseph Tomasi, Kerry & Joe, Jody Singer,
Patrick Story, Jennifer Haux, Anne Callaghan, Ann Agius,
Cassie Webb, Brian Szary, Keith Merkling, Susan Haskell,
Jason Hartnett, Janel Hunley, Shirley Kennedy, Alfred Ow-
ens, Kenneth Gottstein, Paul Slater, Beverly Tomasi, Olivia
Prince, Ken & Shirley Naab, Lori Allen, Bob Koller, John Ra-
guso, Denise Winiarski, Dave Mischler, Carol Strahl

We will be happy to add a name to the prayer list upon request
and permission from the person whose name will appear in this
publication. Names that have been on the list for several months
will be removed. If someone’s name has been removed in error,
Pplease advise the parish office staff.

August 5, 2018

Saints Peter & Paul
Faith Community
5480 Main Street
Williamsville, NY 14221

Parish Office: 632-2559 Fax 204-0329
School Office: 632-6146 Fax 626-0971
Religious Education Office: 632-2678
E-mail: mainofficesspp@roadrunner.com
Website: ssppchurch.com

Pastoral Office: Located at 17 Grove Street
Monday—Friday 9:00 am-12:30pm
1:00 pm-4:00pm

Pastor: Rev. Jerome Kopec - 632-2559 ext. 202

Pastoral Associate: Bob Grinewich ext. 203

Deacon: Charles Esposito ext. 205

Business Manager: Judy Monaco ext. 201

Parish Office Staff: Barbara Crage ext. 200
Lynn Baker ext. 206

Director of Music: Gail Shepherd ext. 209

St. Vincent de Paul - 632-2559 ext. 219
(Food Pantry - Saturday 9:00am - 11:00am)

Director of Religious Education: Roberta Spencer
632-2678 ext. 232

Sacramental Coordinator: Casey Hanley
632-2678 ext. 233

Youth Ministry: Jacquie Caya

632-2678 ext. 234

School Principal: Deborah Lester 632-6146 ext. 243
Parish Trustees: Stephen Lisicki, Michael Scully

Prayer Line: 633-3977 Between 6:00am-Midnight
To assist your participation we offer:

¢ Accessible seating midway on both sides of the
church

¢ A magnetic audio loop for those with telephone com-
patible hearing aids

¢ Restroom assistance from our ushers

¢ Access ramp to Neumann Hall at the
northwest corner of the church

¢ Pastoral Office access by parking lot

¢ School Building access is from front
of school building facing Main Street ‘
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From the Religious Ed Office

Now is the time to register for classes beginning

in September. Registration forms are available in
the Religious Ed office or on our website: ssppchurch.com.
If you are NOT returning to our program, please call us at
632-2678. Thank you!

\S

Contemplative Prayer Gathering

"Be still and know that I am God." -
Psalm 46

Join us on Saturday, August 11 at 9am in
the Neumann Rooms for a grace-filled
morning of socializing, prayer & sharing.
Contemplative prayer is a beautiful form of meditation
whereby your thoughts will ebb and flow under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit. If you have never experienced contem-
plative prayer, this is a wonderful opportunity to experience
it under the direction of two long -time spiritual leaders. All
are welcome! If you have any questions, please contact Joe
at 674-3031 or Sister Dorothy at 895-2591.

What is The Sharing Bowl?

The Social Action Committee of Ss. Peter and
Paul, through the generous donations from our
parishioners in the Sharing Bowl, distributes
funds collected quarterly to a charity that
someone in our parish is involved in or knows about. The
charity can be local, national or international and must be a
social justice charity. If you have a charity that you would
like us to consider, please send your request to the Social
Action Committee.

The Sharing Bowl is located on the pamphlet rack/cupboard
in the vestibule of the Church on the Prayer Garden side.
There is a slot in the countertop to put your donations in.

During the months of October, November and December,
all funds collected in the Sharing Bowl are used to help in
the Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets that our Youth
Ministry puts together and for the Mitten Tree Committee to
purchase gifts. We would like to thank you for your past
and future generous donations.

Prayer Shawls Available

Proyer
Shawwl

Ministry Ss. Peter & Paul has a beautiful Prayer Shawl
Ministry group that meets regularly to crochet
and knit shawls that we then present to per-
sons who are ill. The ministers graciously
pray for the healing and comfort of the afflicted person. We
currently have shawls available in the Parish Office. If you
know of someone who could benefit from receiving one,
please contact the Parish Office at 632-2559. All shawls are
free of charge.

SS. Peter & Paul Church, Williamsville, New York
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A BEAUTIFUL
& GIFT
' FOR OUR PARISH

What a difference a year
makes! Last summer an ex-
traordinary amount of rain
created a minor landslide in
the area near our parish offic-
es. The rain was strong
enough to remove a retaining
wall that gave protection to
the lower level lawn. With
the collapse of the retaining
wall, so did our hopes for that
space.

There are some people who have the capacity to have vision
in the face of disasters great and small. Susan Littell is one
of those people. When she saw the collapsed wall of mud,
she saw the opportunity to recreate the space around our of-
fices into an area that would be welcoming and complement
our Scripture Prayer Garden on the upper level.

Conspiring with our parish bookkeeper, Jackie Felment, Su-
san developed a vision that would bring a spiritual beauty to
the area around our parish offices. Generously she offered to
repair the ground structure, landscape the area, and provide a
statue that would create a beautiful space to pause, reflect
and enjoy.

While planting and landscaping still have to be completed,
we now have in place a beautiful statue of the Assumption of
Blessed Mary. Nestled on the slope leading to our parish
offices, this uplifting depiction of Mary offers a warm and
kindly welcome to our parish. We are very grateful to Susan
Littell for her vision and generosity that has made this possi-
ble.

On Wednesday, August 15" the Feast of the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, we will bless this new statue for
our parish. After the conclusion of the 12:05 Mass we will
process to the Parish Office Garden to lovingly thank God
and dedicate this inspiring statue of Mary. We warmly invite
everyone to join us for this joyful time on Wednesday, Au-
gust 15" after the 12:05 mass.

Collection for the Care
of Diocesan Retired Priests
The annual collection for the Retired Diocesan
Priests’ Medical Benefits Fund will take place at all Masses

this weekend, in honor of the Feast of St. John Vianney, pa-
tron of parish priests.

Faith Fact

Evangelization is a proclamation of Jesus allowing
people to have an encounter with Christ by our
actions. Let us trust in Jesus and the Holy Spirit to evange-
lize through us.
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Start the new school year ofF right !
Join us for a new annual SSPP Tradition

sunday,
August 26th at the
g:30am Mass

ALL students from ANY
school and in ANY grade,
Fre-K and beyomni,
are welcome]”

Students will process in o Mass with Father Jerry and
place their backpacks on the altar.

Al the end of Mass, Father Jerry will call all students

forward for a blessing and for a procession out of Mass.

3,RETER & PAUL e
> FALL

w“& EVENT

@ FEST [~
BEER TENT

WHEN FOOD
september 8, 2018 —
Alumni Mass 4:30 pm e
Fall Fest 5:30-10:00 pm | = e
WHERE CHILI &
$s. Peter & Paul i
LAWN & LOT
5480 Main Street, Williamsville 14221 &“ﬁ’;ﬂﬁ“

PAINLESS FUNDRAISING FOR SSPP

2 There are several ways to help our school with pamless fundraism!
These bt tasks help ratse a lot of money towards school funded

tiems and classroom supphies. A hitte help soes a long way! gﬁ*

SCRIP Cardls - Purchesse weshly gift cards from S5PP to wse for your weekly

shopping and entertainment! Order online of: = i
http://ssppschool.comiparentsorder-scrip-online! ?.,.

Amazon Smile - Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your elisible
AmazonSmile purchases to Saints Peter and Paul Chrreh whenever you

-

BOX TOPS - Get clipping! Those little Box Tops add up quickly! Our
school hos generated thousands of dollrs over the years! iy

Shoparoo - This quick and ecsy app fums your weekly shopping
receipfs into donafions for SSPP! Download it on the Apple Store or

get it on Google play. -

Tops Bonus Card - Register your Tops Bonus card onfine and most purchases
earn donations for SSPP! You must re-rezister your card each fall to continue
eamingmoney for SSPPI B 2

=

Dash's Markets - Don't throw out those receipts after snapping pictures of them on
Shaparoo — bring them ito the school and Dash's Markets donates cash back to our
ool DASH'S

Office Depot/Max Ink & Toner Recyeling: Drop off your used mk and toner in a
box mear the main office. Please email Tracy Hurley at tendres77@hotmal.com if you
shop at Offiee Max and are able to help with turning in 10 reeyeled ink/toner monthly
frecerve a $25 gift certificate. nlg_g!l!

Millersport Recycling - 803 Millersport Hy, Amherst, NY. Drop off your cans
& bottles [abeled with S Peter & Paul School's name on the bag. Al Mﬁida

benefit SSPP School!
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Pilgrim Virgin Statue
Comes To Buffalo This August

The National Pilgrim Virgin Statue will be
at the following parishes in the Diocese of
Buffalo, with the Message of Fatima given
by Mr. Bill Sockey, the Custodian who
travels the United States, from August 8 to
August the 27. Please bring your family and friends to Ven-
erate the Statue of Our Lady of Fatima, pray the Rosary and
hear the Message of Fatima. The National Pilgrim Virgin
Statue can be Venerated in each parish after the morning
Mass. The statue was blessed by Pope Paul VI in 1967 in
honor of the 50" anniversary of Our Lady’s apparitions at
Fatima. It was entrusted to the World Apostolate of Fatima,
USA, headquartered at the Blue Army Shrine of Our Lady
of Fatima in Washington, NJ. It is a public association of
the faithful under the Pontifical Council for the Laity in
Rome.

Below is a select listing of churches in our area that
will offer viewings. For a complete listing of viewings
visit: http://ourladyoffatimabuffalo.wordpress.com/pilgrim
-virgin-statue-comes-to-buffalo-this-august/

Thursday August 9 All Saints 76 Church St. Lockport,
NY 14094, 7:30am Mass and Veneration of Our Lady of
Fatima all day, 6:30pm Rosary and Message of Fatima after
the Rosary.

Saturday August 11  St. Anthony 421 Commercial St.
Farnham, NY 14061 Veneration of the National Pilgrim
Virgin Statue all day, beginning at noon. Mass at 4:00pm
with Rosary after Mass and Message of Fatima after the
Rosary.

Monday August 13 Holy Family Jesus, Mary, Jo-
seph 1413 Pine Ave. Niagara Falls, NY 14301 8:00am
Mass, after Mass, Veneration of the Pilgrim Virgin Statue
all day, Rosary 6:30pm and Message of Fatima after the
Rosary.

Tuesday August 14 Our Lady of Pompeii 158 Laverack
Ave. Lancaster, NY 14086 8:00 am Mass, Veneration of
Our Lady of Fatima Statue all day, Rosary at 6:00pm, Vigil
Mass 6:30pm, followed by Message of Fatima after Mass.

Wednesday August 15 Feast day Assumption of
Our Blessed Mother into Heaven. St. John XXIIT 1
Arcade St. West Seneca, NY 14224 8:30am Mass, Exposi-
tion of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament all day, along
with the Veneration of the Statue, Rosary at 6:30 pm,
Mass at 7:00pm, The Message of Fatima during the hom-
ily.

Wednesday August 22 Feast of The Queenship of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. St. Leo the Great 885 Sweethome
Rd. Amherst, NY 14226, 8:00am Mass, The National Pil-
grim Virgin Statue can be Venerated all day, Rosary 6:30
pm, followed by The Message of Fatima.

SS. Peter & Paul Church, Williamsville, New York
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Notes From The Loft

Choir singing-What’s it all about?
Here are some random thoughts:

¢ Singing in a choir is a very unique and exhilarating
experience.

¢ [Itis terrifying and immensely satisfying.

¢ Singing in a choir can fulfill a desire to do something
new, or revisit something abandoned.

¢ One sings with the support of others.

¢ A choir is the ultimate team activity. It is a powerful
community of people.

¢ It is a constant learning environment. We never really
finish a piece of music. All music continues to evolve.

¢ Singing improves mindfulness, physical wellness, stim-
ulates the brain and makes us really happy.

¢ Singing in church is profound: liturgy, scripture, ex-
pressions of faith, love, hope...all of this gets imprinted
onto the very physiology of the singer.

¢ We share belief by the expression of what we truly
love.

¢ We praise the Creator of all beauty always. And we

draw listeners in.

Next week I'll talk about how some of this is accomplished.
Some of it is very deliberate; some of it, I can’t explain.

Gail Shepherd geshepherd@roadrunner.com

Lakeside Day Retreats

k=% Branches Christian Rest and Renew-
- al Center, Inc. invites you for a day
of rest and renewal at our Seneca
Lake property. Our 2018 Summer
schedule is as follows:

Monday August 6 Contemplating Christ with Mary, facil-
itated by Sr. Kathleen Murphy, OSF

Wednesday, August 15 The Day of Apparitions-God’s
Dialog with His People through His Mother, facilitated by
Lena Shipley

Date TBA  Hope and Don’t Worry, facilitated by Rev.
Richard Crawley, OFM

All retreats are from 10am to 4pm. Donation: $30.00. For
more information, visit www.branchescenter.org or contact
Donna Wieand 716-901-4313, branches1515@live.com
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Our church is open until 2:00 pm
Monday-Friday

Monday, August 6
8:00am Bertha Daniels by Estate

Tuesday, August 7
8:00am Camille Pipolo by Martin Pipolo
& Judith Rucki

Wednesday, August §
8:00am Adeline Waters by Estate

Thursday, August 9
8:00am Mary Ann Deinzer by Estate

Friday, August 10
12:05pm Margaret Green by Estate

Saturday, August 11
4:30pm Parishioners of Ss. Peter
& Paul, living & deceased

Sunday, August 12
7:45am Susan Stobnicki by Family

9:30am Charles & Carol Klaffka by
Children, Grandchildren & Great-
Grandchildren
11:30am Angelo Caravello by Mom &
Dad

Readings for Sunday, August 12, 2018

1 Kings 19:4-8
Ephesians 4:30-5:2
John 6:41-51
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EVENTS

Monday, August 6
No events scheduled

Tuesday, August 7
7:00pm Medjugorje Prayer Group
(Reading)

Wednesday, August 8
9:00am Unity Group (Bishop, Founders)

Thursday, August 9

12:30pm Renewed Women’s Faith
Sharing (Reading)

1:00pm Legion of Mary (Founders)

Friday, August 10
7:00pm Baptism Prep Class (Reading)

Saturday, August 11
8:00am St. Vincent de Paul (Board)

9:00am Contemplative Prayer (Bishop,
Founders)

Sunday, August 12
No events scheduled

THE SANCTUARY LAMP

Keith Merkling
By,.
Family
The Sanctuary Lamp is located by the Altar
of Reposition. If you are interested in light-

ing the Sanctuary Lamp, please call the
parish office. Donation is $15.00.

Sacraments

. BAPTISM Parents
should contact the

_V ~—2— the birth of their
. —4 child to make ar-
- rangements.  Spon-

" sors (godparents)
must be practicing Catholics, be
confirmed, and have a Letter of Rec-
ommendation from their own pastor.
Baptisms will be scheduled once the
letters of recommendation have been
received. Adult Baptism may occur
only after completion of the Rite of
Christian  Initiation of  Adults
(R.C.LA)).

PENANCE Confessions are offered
Saturdays from 3:00 to 4:00 pm.
Other times by appointment.

MATRIMONY Contact Mr. Rob-
ert Grinewich immediately upon
deciding to marry (at least 9 months
prior to the anticipated wedding).
Those previously married cannot
marry in the Catholic Church with-
out a Declaration of Nullity or An-
nulment Decree from a diocesan
tribunal.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK is
offered every Friday after the 12:05
pm mass from September through
June. Other times by appointment.
In case of emergency, call the exten-
sion for Pastoral Emergencies #602.

SPONSORS Church law requires
that sponsors for the sacraments be
practicing Catholics, at least 16
years old, and who have received
Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confir-
mation. Letters of Recommendation
will only be issued for registered
parishioners who regularly attend
mass and support the life and mis-
sion of the parish. Married persons
must have been wedded in a ceremo-
ny recognized by the Catholic
Church.




